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(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3354.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

42 U.S.C. 2483. Pub. L. 85-568, title IV, §403,
as added Pub. L. 94-39, §8,

June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.

§20164. International cooperation

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Administration, subject to the di-
rection of the President and after consultation
with the Secretary of State, shall make every
effort to enlist the support and cooperation of
appropriate scientists and engineers of other
countries and international organizations.
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§20301. General responsibilities

(a) PROGRAMS.—The Administrator shall en-
sure that the Administration carries out a bal-
anced set of programs that shall include, at a
minimum, programs in—

(1) human space flight, in accordance with
section 20302 of this title;

(2) aeronautics research and development;
and

(3) scientific research, which shall include,
at a minimum—

(A) robotic missions to study the Moon
and other planets and their moons, and to
deepen understanding of astronomy, astro-
physics, and other areas of science that can
be productively studied from space;

(B) Earth science research and research on
the Sun-Earth connection through the devel-
opment and operation of research satellites
and other means;

(C) support of university research in space
science, Earth science, and microgravity
science; and

(D) research on microgravity, including re-
search that is not directly related to human
exploration.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—In car-
rying out the programs of the Administration,
the Administrator shall—

(1) consult and coordinate to the extent ap-
propriate with other relevant Federal agen-
cies, including through the National Science
and Technology Council;

(2) work closely with the private sector, in-
cluding by—
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§20301

(A) encouraging the work of entrepreneurs
who are seeking to develop new means to
launch satellites, crew, or cargo;

(B) contracting with the private sector for
crew and cargo services, including to the
International Space Station, to the extent
practicable;

(C) using commercially available products
(including software) and services to the ex-
tent practicable to support all Administra-
tion activities; and

(D) encouraging commercial use and devel-
opment of space to the greatest extent prac-
ticable; and

(3) involve other nations to the extent ap-
propriate.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM CONFIGURATIONS

Pub. L. 117-167, div. B, title VII, §10812, Aug. 9, 2022,
136 Stat. 1735, provided that:

‘“‘(a) EXPLORATION GROUND SYSTEMS INFRASTRUC-
TURE.—The Administrator shall ensure that—

‘(1) the necessary elements of a ground system in-
frastructure are in place to enable the preparation
and use of the Space Launch System, specifically the
Block 1 (at least 70 mt), Block 1B (at least 105 mt),
and Block 2 (at least 130 mt) variants of the Space
Launch System; and

‘(2) not fewer than 2 bays of the vehicle assembly
building of such ground system infrastructure are
outfitted and dedicated to support Space Launch Sys-
tem stacking and preparations.

“(b) FLIGHT RATE AND SAFETY.—After the first crewed
lunar landing of the Administration’s Moon to Mars ac-
tivities, the Administrator shall, to the extent prac-
ticable, seek to carry out a flight rate of 2 integrated
Space Launch System and Orion crew vehicle missions
annually until the lunar activities needed to enable a
human mission to Mars are completed so as to main-
tain the critical human spaceflight production and op-
erations skills necessary for the safety of human
spaceflight activities in deep space.

““(c) MOBILE LAUNCH PLATFORM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator is authorized
to maintain 2 operational mobile launch platforms to
enable the launch of multiple configurations of the
Space Launch System.

¢‘(2) SECOND MOBILE LAUNCH PLATFORM.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In implementing paragraph (1),
the Administrator shall take all necessary steps to
develop and complete a second mobile launch plat-
form, to be in place by 2026, to support the first
launch of the Block 1B variant of the Space Launch
System.

“(B) REQUIREMENT.—Such second mobile launch
platform shall be sized and constructed to accom-
modate the Block 2 variant of the Space Launch
System.

‘“(d) REPORTS.—The Administrator shall submit to
Congress—

‘(1) not later than 45 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Aug. 9, 2022], a report on the
steps the Administrator and industry partners are
taking—

““(A) to address the cost, schedule, and perform-
ance challenges in the development of the Mobile
Launch-2 platform; and
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