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to participate in the medical monitoring, diag-

nosis, or treatment authorized under sub-

section (a).

(d) PRIVACY.—Consistent with applicable pro-

visions of Federal law relating to privacy, the 

Administrator shall protect the privacy of all 

medical records generated under subsection (a) 

and accessible to the Administration. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Administrator shall 

promulgate such regulations as are necessary to 

carry out this section. 

(f) DEFINITION OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

ASTRONAUT.—In this section, the term ‘‘United 

States government astronaut’’ has the meaning 

given the term ‘‘government astronaut’’ in sec-

tion 50902, except it does not include an indi-

vidual who is an international partner astro-

naut. 

(g) DATA USE AND DISCLOSURE.—The Adminis-

trator may use or disclose data acquired in the 

course of medical monitoring, diagnosis, or 

treatment of a former United States govern-

ment astronaut or a former payload specialist 

under subsection (a), in accordance with sub-

section (d). Former United States government 

astronaut or former payload specialist partici-

pation in medical monitoring, diagnosis, or 

treatment under subsection (a) shall constitute 

consent for the Administrator to use or disclose 

such data. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–10, title IV, § 443(a), Mar. 21, 

2017, 131 Stat. 45.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

Pub. L. 115–10, title IV, § 443(c), Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 

47, provided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each fiscal year, not later than the 

date of submission of the President’s annual budget re-

quest for that fiscal year under section 1105 of title 31, 

United States Code, the Administrator [of the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration] shall publish a 

report, in accordance with applicable Federal privacy 

laws, on the activities of the Administration [National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration] under section 

20149 of title 51, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each report under paragraph (1) shall 

include a detailed cost accounting of the Administra-

tion’s activities under section 20149 of title 51, United 

States Code, and a 5-year budget estimate. 

‘‘(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Administrator 

shall submit to the appropriate committees of Congress 

[Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the 

House of Representatives and Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate] each 

report under paragraph (1) not later than the date of 

submission of the President’s annual budget request for 

that fiscal year under section 1105 of title 31, United 

States Code.’’

INSPECTOR GENERAL AUDIT 

Pub. L. 115–10, title IV, § 443(f), Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 

47, provided that: ‘‘The Inspector General of NASA [Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administration] shall pe-

riodically audit or review, as the Inspector General 

considers necessary to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse, 

the activities of the Administration [National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration] under section 20149 

of title 51, United States Code.’’

SUBCHAPTER IV—UPPER ATMOSPHERE 

RESEARCH 

§ 20161. Congressional declaration of purpose 
and policy 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this subchapter 

is to authorize and direct the Administration to 

develop and carry out a comprehensive program 

of research, technology, and monitoring of the 

phenomena of the upper atmosphere so as to 

provide for an understanding of and to maintain 

the chemical and physical integrity of the 

Earth’s upper atmosphere. 
(b) POLICY.—Congress declares that it is the 

policy of the United States to undertake an im-

mediate and appropriate research, technology, 

and monitoring program that will provide for 

understanding the physics and chemistry of the 

Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3354.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20161 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2481. Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 401, 
as added Pub. L. 94–39, § 8, 
June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222. 

§ 20162. Definition of upper atmosphere 

In this subchapter, the term ‘‘upper atmos-

phere’’ means that portion of the Earth’s sen-

sible atmosphere above the troposphere. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3354.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20162 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2482. Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 402, 
as added Pub. L. 94–39, § 8, 
June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222. 

§ 20163. Program authorized 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to carry out the pur-

poses of this subchapter, the Administration, in 

cooperation with other Federal agencies, shall 

initiate and carry out a program of research, 

technology, monitoring, and other appropriate 

activities directed to understand the physics 

and chemistry of the upper atmosphere. 
(b) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the provisions 

of this subchapter, the Administration shall—
(1) arrange for participation by the scientific 

and engineering community, of both the Na-

tion’s industrial organizations and institu-

tions of higher education, in planning and car-

rying out appropriate research, in developing 

necessary technology, and in making nec-

essary observations and measurements; 
(2) provide, by way of grant, contract, schol-

arships, or other arrangements, to the max-

imum extent practicable and consistent with 

other laws, for the widest practicable and ap-

propriate participation of the scientific and 

engineering community in the program au-

thorized by this subchapter; and 
(3) make all results of the program author-

ized by this subchapter available to the appro-

priate regulatory agencies and provide for the 

widest practicable dissemination of such re-

sults. 
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