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vehicles, manned and unmanned, together
with related equipment, devices, components,
and parts.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3332.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised . .
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20103 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2452. Pub. L. 85-568, title I, §103,

July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 427;
Pub. L. 98-52, title I, §108,
July 15, 1983, 97 Stat. 285.

In paragraph (1)(A), the word ‘‘Earth’s’ is capitalized
for consistency in title 51.

SUBCHAPTER II—COORDINATION OF
AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES

§20111. National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND APPOINTMENT OF AD-
MINISTRATOR.—There is established the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration. The Ad-
ministration shall be headed by an Adminis-
trator, who shall be appointed from civilian life
by the President by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. Under the supervision and di-
rection of the President, the Administrator
shall be responsible for the exercise of all powers
and the discharge of all duties of the Adminis-
tration and shall have authority and control
over all personnel and activities thereof.

(b) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—There shall be in
the Administration a Deputy Administrator,
who shall be appointed from civilian life by the
President by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate. The Deputy Administrator shall per-
form such duties and exercise such powers as the
Administrator may prescribe. The Deputy Ad-
ministrator shall act for, and exercise the pow-
ers of, the Administrator during the Adminis-
trator’s absence or disability.

(c) RESTRICTION ON OTHER BUSINESS OR EM-
PLOYMENT.—The Administrator and the Deputy
Administrator shall not engage in any other
business, vocation, or employment while serving
as such.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3332.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20111 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2472. Pub. L. 85-568, title II, §202,

July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 429;
Pub. L. 88-426, title III,
§305(12), Aug. 14, 1964, 78
Stat. 423.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
AGENCY INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND CYBERSECURITY

Pub. L. 115-10, title VIII, §§811-813, Mar. 21, 2017, 131
Stat. 58-60, provided that:

“SEC. 811. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY GOVERN-
ANCE.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator [of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration] shall, in
a manner that reflects the unique nature of NASA [Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration]’s mis-
sion and expertise—

‘(1) ensure the NASA Chief Information Officer,

Mission Directorates, and Centers have appropriate
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roles in the management, governance, and oversight

processes related to information technology oper-

ations and investments and information security pro-
grams for the protection of NASA systems;

‘“(2) ensure the NASA Chief Information Officer has
the appropriate resources and insight to oversee
NASA information technology and information secu-
rity operations and investments;

““(3) provide an information technology program
management framework to increase the efficiency
and effectiveness of information technology invest-
ments, including relying on metrics for identifying
and reducing potential duplication, waste, and cost;

‘“(4) improve the operational linkage between the
NASA Chief Information Officer and each NASA mis-
sion directorate, center, and mission support office to
ensure both agency and mission needs are considered
in agency-wide information technology and informa-
tion security management and oversight;

““(5) review the portfolio of information technology
investments and spending, including information
technology-related investments included as part of
activities within NASA mission directorates that
may not be considered information technology, to en-
sure investments are recognized and reported appro-
priately based on guidance from the Office of Man-
agement and Budget;

‘“(6) consider appropriate revisions to the charters
of information technology boards and councils that
inform information technology investment and oper-
ation decisions; and

(7)) consider whether the NASA Chief Information
Officer should have a seat on any boards or councils
described in paragraph (6).

“(b) GAO STUDY.—

‘(1) STuDY.—The Comptroller General of the United
States shall conduct a study of the effectiveness of
the Administration’s Information Technology Gov-
ernance in ensuring information technology re-
sources are aligned with agency missions and are cost
effective and secure.

“(2) CONTENTS.—The study shall include an assess-
ment of—

‘““(A) the resources available for overseeing Ad-
ministration-wide information technology oper-
ations, investments, and security measures and the
NASA Chief Information Officer’s visibility and in-
volvement into information technology oversight
and access to those resources;

“(B) the effectiveness and challenges of the Ad-
ministration’s information technology structure,
decision making processes and authorities, includ-
ing impacts on its ability to implement informa-
tion security; and

“(C) the impact of NASA Chief Information Offi-
cer approval authority over information technology
investments that exceed a defined monetary thresh-
old, including any potential impacts of such au-
thority on the Administration’s missions, flights
programs and projects, research activities, and Cen-
ter operations.

‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act [Mar. 21, 2017], the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress [Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology of the House of Representatives and
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate] a report detailing the results of
the study under paragraph (1), including any rec-
ommendations.

“SEC. 812. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY STRATEGIC

PLAN.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), the Ad-
ministrator [of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration] shall develop an information technology
strategic plan to guide NASA [National Aeronautics
and Space Administration] information technology
management and strategic objectives.

“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the strategic
plan, the Administrator shall ensure that the strategic
plan addresses—
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‘(1) the deadline under section 306(a) of title 5,
United States Code; and

‘(2) the requirements under section 3506 of title 44,
United States Code.

‘‘(c) CONTENTS.—The strategic plan shall address, in a
manner that reflects the unique nature of NASA’s mis-
sion and expertise—

‘(1) near and long-term goals and objectives for
leveraging information technology;

‘(2) a plan for how NASA will submit to Congress
of [sic] a list of information technology projects, in-
cluding completion dates and risk level in accordance
with guidance from the Office of Management and
Budget;

‘“(3) an implementation overview for an agency-
wide approach to information technology invest-
ments and operations, including reducing barriers to
cross-center collaboration;

‘“(4) coordination by the NASA Chief Information
Officer with centers and mission directorates to en-
sure that information technology policies are effec-
tively and efficiently implemented across the agency;

‘“(5) a plan to increase the efficiency and effective-
ness of information technology investments, includ-
ing a description of how unnecessarily duplicative,
wasteful, legacy, or outdated information technology
across NASA will be identified and eliminated, and a
schedule for the identification and elimination of
such information technology;

‘(6) a plan for improving the information security
of agency information and agency information sys-
tems, including improving security control assess-
ments and role-based security training of employees;
and

‘(7) submission by NASA to Congress of informa-
tion regarding high risk projects and cybersecurity
risks.

‘“(d) CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT.—The Administrator
shall submit to the appropriate committees of Congress
[Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the
House of Representatives and Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate] the
strategic plan under subsection (a) and any updates
thereto.

‘“SEC. 813. CYBERSECURITY.

‘“‘(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that the security of
NASA [National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion] information and information systems is vital to
the success of the mission of the agency.

““(b) INFORMATION SECURITY PLAN.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act [Mar. 21, 2017], the Ad-
ministrator [of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration] shall implement the information se-
curity plan developed under paragraph (2) and take
such further actions as the Administrator considers
necessary to improve the information security sys-
tem in accordance with this section.

¢“(2) INFORMATION SECURITY PLAN.—Subject to para-
graphs (3) and (4), the Administrator shall develop an
agency-wide information security plan to enhance in-
formation security for NASA information and infor-
mation infrastructure.

‘“(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the plan under
paragraph (2), the Administrator shall ensure that
the plan—

‘“(A) reflects the unique nature of NASA’s mission
and expertise;

‘(B) is informed by policies, standards, guide-
lines, and directives on information security re-
quired for Federal agencies;

“(C) is consistent with the standards and guide-
lines under section 11331 of title 40, United States
Code; and

‘(D) meets applicable National Institute of
Standards and Technology information security
standards and guidelines.

‘“(4) CONTENTS.—The plan shall address—

‘“(A) an overview of the requirements of the infor-
mation security system;
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‘(B) an agency-wide risk management framework
for information security;

“(C) a description of the information security sys-
tem management controls and common controls
that are necessary to ensure compliance with infor-
mation security-related requirements;

‘(D) an identification and assignment of roles, re-
sponsibilities, and management commitment for in-
formation security at the agency;

‘“(E) coordination among organizational entities,
including between each center, facility, mission di-
rectorate, and mission support office, and among
agency entities responsible for different aspects of
information security;

“(F) the need to protect the information security
of mission-critical systems and activities and high-
impact and moderate-impact information systems;
and

“(G) a schedule of frequent reviews and updates,
as necessary, of the plan.”

COLLABORATION AMONG MISSION DIRECTORATES

Pub. L. 115-10, title VIII, §821, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat.
61, provided that: ‘“The Administrator [of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration] shall encour-
age an interdisciplinary approach among all NASA [Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration] mission
directorates and divisions, whenever appropriate, for
projects or missions—

‘(1) to improve coordination, and encourage col-
laboration and early planning on scope;

““(2) to determine areas of overlap or alignment;

‘“(3) to find ways to leverage across divisional per-
spectives to maximize outcomes; and

‘“(4) to be more efficient with resources and funds.”’

USERS’ ADVISORY GROUP

Pub. L. 101-611, title I, §121, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat.
3204, as amended by Pub. L. 117-286, §4(a)(324), Dec. 27,
2022, 136 Stat. 4341, provided that:

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The National Space Council
shall establish a Users’ Advisory Group composed of
non-Federal representatives of industries and other
persons involved in aeronautical and space activities.

‘“(2) The Vice President shall name a chairman of the
Users’ Advisory Group.

‘(3) The National Space Council shall from time to
time, but not less than once a year, meet with the
Users’ Advisory Group.

‘“(4) The function of the Users’ Advisory Group shall
be to ensure that the interests of industries and other
non-Federal entities involved in space activities, in-
cluding in particular commercial entities, are ade-
quately represented in the National Space Council.

‘“(6) The Users’ Advisory Group may be assisted by
personnel detailed to the National Space Council.

“(b) EXEMPTION.—The Users’ Advisory Group shall
not be subject to section 1013(a) of title 5, United States
Code.”

NATIONAL SPACE COUNCIL

Pub. L. 101-328, §3(a), July 8, 1990, 104 Stat. 308, pro-
vided that: ‘““Not more than six individuals may be em-
ployed by the National Space Council without regard to
any provision of law regulating the employment or
compensation of persons in the Government service, at
rates not to exceed the rate of pay for level VI of the
Senior Executive Schedule as provided pursuant to sec-
tion 5382 of title 5, United States Code.”

Pub. L. 101-328, §4, July 8, 1990, 104 Stat. 308, provided
that: “The National Space Council may, for purposes of
carrying out its functions, employ experts and consult-
ants in accordance with section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code, and may compensate individuals so em-
ployed for each day they are involved in a business of
the National Space Council (including traveltime) at
rates not in excess of the daily equivalent of the max-
imum rate of pay for grade GS-18 as provided pursuant
to section 5332 of title 5, United States Code.”
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[References in laws to the rates of pay for GS-16, 17,
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, §101(c)(1)]
of Pub. L. 101-509, set out in a note under section 5376
of Title 5.]

Pub. L. 100-685, title V, §501, Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat.
4102, provided that:

‘‘(a) Effective February 1, 1989, there is established in
the Executive Office of the President the National
Space Council, which shall be chaired by the Vice
President.

‘“(b) By March 1, 1989, the President shall submit to
the Congress a report that outlines the composition
and functions of the National Space Council.

‘‘(¢) The Council may employ a staff of not more than
seven persons, which is to be headed by a civilian exec-
utive secretary, who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent.”

Executive Documents

EX. ORD. NO. 10849. ESTABLISHMENT OF SEAL FOR
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

Ex. Ord. No. 10849, Nov. 27, 1959, 24 F.R. 9559, as
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 10942, May 19, 1961, 26 F.R.
4419, provided:

WHEREAS the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration has caused to be
made, and has recommended that I approve, a seal for
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
the design of which accompanies and is hereby made a
part of this order, and which is described as follows:

On a disc of the blue sky strewn with white stars, to
dexter a larger yellow sphere bearing a red flight sym-
bol apex in upper sinister and wings enveloping and
casting a brown shadow upon the sphere, all partially
encircled with a horizontal white orbit, in sinister a
small light-blue sphere; circumscribing the disc a white
band edged gold inscribed ‘‘National Aeronautics and
Space Administration U.S.A.” in red letters.

T422472.EPS

AND WHEREAS it appears that such seal is of suit-
able design and appropriate for establishment as the of-
ficial seal of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration:

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested
in me as President of the United States, I hereby ap-
prove such seal as the official seal of the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration.

EX. OrRD. No. 12675

Ex. Ord. No. 12675, Apr. 20, 1989, 54 F.R. 17691, as
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12712, Apr. 26, 1990, 55 F.R.
18095; Ex. Ord. No. 12869, §4(f), Sept. 30, 1993, 58 F.R.
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517562, which established the National Space Council,
was superseded by Ex. Ord. No. 13803, §9(a), June 30,
2017, 82 F.R. 31431, formerly set out below.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 13803

Ex. Ord. No. 13803, June 30, 2017, 82 F.R. 31429, as
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13906, Feb. 13, 2020, 85 F.R.
10031, which reestablished the National Space Council
and ordered the Council to convene the Users’ Advisory
Group, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 14056, §7(d), Dec. 1,
2021, 86 F.R. 68873, set out below.

EX. ORD. NoO. 14056. THE NATIONAL SPACE COUNCIL

Ex. Ord. No. 14056, Dec. 1, 2021, 86 F.R. 68871, provided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, it is hereby ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. Purpose. The National Space Council
(Council), as authorized under Title V of Public Law
100-685 [§501, set out above], advises and assists the
President regarding national space policy and strategy.
This order sets forth the Council’s membership, duties,
and responsibilities.

SEC. 2. Membership of the National Space Council. The
Council shall be composed of:

(a) the Vice President, who shall be Chair of the
Council;

(b) the Secretary of State;

(c) the Secretary of Defense;

(d) the Secretary of the Interior;

(e) the Secretary of Agriculture;

(f) the Secretary of Commerce;

(g) the Secretary of Labor;

(h) the Secretary of Transportation;

(i) the Secretary of Energy;

(j) the Secretary of Education;

(k) the Secretary of Homeland Security;

(1) the Director of the Office of Management and
Budget;

(m) the Director of National Intelligence;

(n) the Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy;

(o) the Assistant to the President for National Secu-
rity Affairs;

(p) the Assistant to the President for Economic Pol-
1cy;

(q) the Assistant to the President for Domestic Pol-
1cy;

(r) the Assistant to the President and National Cli-
mate Advisor;

(s) the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff;

(t) the Administrator of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration; and

(u) the heads of other executive departments and
agencies (agencies) and other senior officials within the
Executive Office of the President, as determined by the
Chair.

SEC. 3. Functions and Operations of the Council. (a) The
Council shall advise and assist the President on space
policy and strategy. In particular, it shall:

(i) review, develop, and provide recommendations to
the President on space policy and strategy:;

(ii) coordinate implementation of space policy and
strategy;

(iii) synchronize the Nation’s civil, commercial, and
national security space activities in furtherance of the
objectives of the President’s national space policy and
strategy;

(iv) facilitate resolution of differences among agen-
cies on space-related policy and strategy matters;

(v) enable interagency cooperation, coordination, and
information exchange on space activities; and

(vi) perform such other duties as the President may,
from time to time, prescribe.

(b) The operation of the Council shall not interfere
with the existing lines of authority in or responsibil-
ities of any agency.

(c) The Council shall have a staff, headed by a civil-
ian Executive Secretary appointed by the President.
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(d) The Council shall meet at least annually.

(e) The Council shall consider and provide rec-
ommendations to the President on any space-related
issue as determined by the Chair.

SEC. 4. Responsibilities of the Chair. (a) The Chair shall
serve as the President’s principal advisor on national
space policy and strategy.

(b) The Chair shall establish procedures and set the
agenda for Council sessions to address Presidential pri-
orities.

(¢c) The Chair may recommend to the President can-
didates for the position of Executive Secretary.

(d) The Chair may invite the heads of other agencies,
other senior officials in the Executive Office of the
President, and other Federal employees to participate
in Council meetings.

(e) The Chair or, upon the Chair’s direction, the Exec-
utive Secretary, may develop budget recommendations
for submission to the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget that reflect the President’s space pol-
icy and strategy, as well as provide advice concerning
budget submissions by agencies related to the Presi-
dent’s space policies and strategies.

SEC. 5. National Space Policy Planning Process. (a) The
Council shall establish a process for developing and co-
ordinating the implementation of national space policy
and strategy.

(b) The head of each agency that conducts space-re-
lated activities shall, to the extent permitted by law,
conform such activities to the President’s national
space policy and strategy.

(c) On space matters relating primarily to national
security, the Council shall coordinate with the Na-
tional Security Council (NSC) to develop space policy
and strategy consistent with NSC priorities and prac-
tices.

SEC. 6. Users’ Advisory Group. (a) The Council shall
convene a Users’ Advisory Group (Group) pursuant to
section 121 of Public Law 101-611 [set out above], com-
posed of non-Federal representatives of industries and
other persons involved in aeronautical and space ac-
tivities.

(b) Members of the Group shall serve without com-
pensation for their work for the Group. Members of the
Group, while engaged in the work of the Group, may be
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, to the extent permitted by law for persons
serving intermittently in Government service (5 U.S.C.
5701-5707), consistent with the availability of funds.

(c) The Group shall report directly to the Council and
shall provide advice or work product solely to the
Council.

(d) The Group shall provide advice and recommenda-
tions to the Council on matters related to space policy
and strategy, including Government policies, laws, reg-
ulations, treaties, international instruments, pro-
grams, and practices across the civil, commercial, and
national security space sectors.

SEC. 7. Administrative Provisions. (a) To aid in the per-
formance of the functions of the Council:

(i) the Office of Administration in the Executive Of-
fice of the President shall provide administrative sup-
port to the Council, to the extent permitted by law and
within existing appropriations; and

(ii) legal advice to the Council with respect to its
work and functions shall be provided exclusively by the
Office of the Counsel to the President and the Counsel
to the Vice President.

(b) To the extent practicable and permitted by law,
including the Economy Act (31 U.S.C. 15635), and within
existing appropriations, agencies serving on the Coun-
cil, components of the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, and interagency councils and committees that af-
fect space policy or strategy shall make resources, in-
cluding personnel, office support, and printing, avail-
able to the Council as reasonably requested by the
Chair or, upon the Chair’s direction, the Executive Sec-
retary.

(c) Agencies shall cooperate with the Council through
the Chair, or upon the Chair’s request, the Executive
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Secretary, and provide such information and advice to
the Council as it may reasonably request, to the extent
permitted by law, including information regarding
agencies’ current and planned space activities.

(d) This order supersedes Executive Order 13803 of
June 30, 2017 (Reviving the National Space Council)
[formerly set out above], and Executive Order 13906 of
February 13, 2020 (Amending Executive Order 13803—Re-
viving the National Space Council), and those orders
are revoked. To the extent this order is inconsistent
with any provision of any previous Executive Order or
Presidential Memorandum, this order shall control.

(e) If any provision of this order or the application of
such provision is held to be invalid, the remainder of
this order and other dissimilar applications of such pro-
vision shall not be affected.

SEC. 8. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order
shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment or agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities,
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person.

J.R. BIDEN, JR.
§20112. Functions of the Administration

(a) PLANNING, DIRECTING, AND CONDUCTING
AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES.—The Ad-
ministration, in order to carry out the purpose
of this chapter, shall—

(1) plan, direct, and conduct aeronautical
and space activities;

(2) arrange for participation by the scientific
community in planning scientific measure-
ments and observations to be made through
use of aeronautical and space vehicles, and
conduct or arrange for the conduct of such
measurements and observations;

(3) provide for the widest practicable and ap-
propriate dissemination of information con-
cerning its activities and the results thereof;

(4) seek and encourage, to the maximum ex-
tent possible, the fullest commercial use of
space; and

(5) encourage and provide for Federal Gov-
ernment use of commercially provided space
services and hardware, consistent with the re-
quirements of the Federal Government.

(b) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN CERTAIN
TECHNOLOGIES.—

(1) GROUND PROPULSION TECHNOLOGIES.—The
Administration shall, to the extent of appro-
priated funds, initiate, support, and carry out
such research, development, demonstration,
and other related activities in ground propul-
sion technologies as are provided for in sec-
tions 4 to 10 of the Electric and Hybrid Vehicle
Research, Development, and Demonstration
Act of 1976 (156 U.S.C. 2503 to 2509).

(2) SOLAR HEATING AND COOLING TECH-
NOLOGIES.—The Administration shall initiate,
support, and carry out such research, develop-
ment, demonstrations, and other related ac-
tivities in solar heating and cooling tech-
nologies (to the extent that funds are appro-
priated therefor) as are provided for in sec-



Page 25

tions 5, 6, and 9 of the Solar Heating and Cool-
ing Demonstration Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5503,
5504, 5507).

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3333.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

Pub. L. 85-568, title II,
§203(a), (b), July 29, 1958,
72 Stat. 429; Pub. L. 93-409,
§4, Sept. 3, 1974, 88 Stat.
1070; Pub. L. 94-413, §15(c),
Sept. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 1270;

42 U.S.C. 2473(a),
(b).

Pub. L. 95-401, §6, Sept. 30,
1978, 92 Stat. 860; Pub. L.
101-611, title I, §107, Nov.
16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3197.

§20113. Powers of the Administration in per-
formance of functions

(a) RULES AND REGULATIONS.—In the perform-
ance of its functions, the Administration is au-
thorized to make, promulgate, issue, rescind,
and amend rules and regulations governing the
manner of its operations and the exercise of the
powers vested in it by law.

(b) OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.—In the perform-
ance of its functions, the Administration is au-
thorized to appoint and fix the compensation of
officers and employees as may be necessary to
carry out such functions. The officers and em-
ployees shall be appointed in accordance with
the civil service laws and their compensation
fixed in accordance with chapter 51 and sub-
chapter III of chapter 53 of title 5, except that—

(1) to the extent the Administrator deems
such action necessary to the discharge of the

Administrator’s responsibilities, the Adminis-

trator may appoint not more than 425 of the

scientific, engineering, and administrative
personnel of the Administration without re-
gard to such laws, and may fix the compensa-
tion of such personnel not in excess of the rate
of basic pay payable for level III of the Execu-
tive Schedule; and

(2) to the extent the Administrator deems

such action necessary to recruit specially
qualified scientific and engineering talent, the
Administrator may establish the entrance
grade for scientific and engineering personnel
without previous service in the Federal Gov-
ernment at a level up to 2 grades higher than
the grade provided for such personnel under
the General Schedule, and fix their compensa-
tion accordingly.

(c) PROPERTY.—In the performance of its func-
tions, the Administration is authorized—

(1) to acquire (by purchase, lease, condemna-
tion, or otherwise), construct, improve, repair,
operate, and maintain laboratories, research
and testing sites and facilities, aeronautical
and space vehicles, quarters and related ac-
commodations for employees and dependents
of employees of the Administration, and such
other real and personal property (including
patents), or any interest therein, as the Ad-
ministration deems necessary within and out-
side the continental United States;

(2) to acquire by lease or otherwise, through
the Administrator of General Services, build-
ings or parts of buildings in the District of Co-
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lumbia for the use of the Administration for a
period not to exceed 10 years without regard to
section 8141 of title 40;

(3) to lease to others such real and personal
property;

(4) to sell and otherwise dispose of real and
personal property (including patents and
rights thereunder) in accordance with the pro-
visions of chapters 1 to 11 of title 40 and in ac-
cordance with title III of the Federal Property
and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (41
U.S.C. 251 et seq.);! and

(5) to provide by contract or otherwise for
cafeterias and other necessary facilities for
the welfare of employees of the Administra-
tion at its installations and purchase and
maintain equipment therefor.

(d) GIFTS.—In the performance of its func-
tions, the Administration is authorized to ac-
cept unconditional gifts or donations of services,
money, or property, real, personal, or mixed,
tangible or intangible.

(e) CONTRACTS, LEASES, AND AGREEMENTS.—In
the performance of its functions, the Adminis-
tration is authorized, without regard to sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 3324 of title 31, to
enter into and perform such contracts, leases,
cooperative agreements, or other transactions
as may be necessary in the conduct of its work
and on such terms as it may deem appropriate,
with any agency or instrumentality of the
United States, or with any State, territory, or
possession, or with any political subdivision
thereof, or with any person, firm, association,
corporation, or educational institution. To the
maximum extent practicable and consistent
with the accomplishment of the purpose of this
chapter, such contracts, leases, agreements, and
other transactions shall be allocated by the Ad-
ministrator in a manner which will enable
small-business concerns to participate equitably
and proportionately in the conduct of the work
of the Administration.

(f) COOPERATION WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES AND
OTHERS.—In the performance of its functions,
the Administration is authorized to use, with
their consent, the services, equipment, per-
sonnel, and facilities of Federal and other agen-
cies with or without reimbursement, and on a
similar basis to cooperate with other public and
private agencies and instrumentalities in the
use of services, equipment, and facilities. Each
department and agency of the Federal Govern-
ment shall cooperate fully with the Administra-
tion in making its services, equipment, per-
sonnel, and facilities available to the Adminis-
tration, and any such department or agency is
authorized, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, to transfer to or to receive from the Ad-
ministration, without reimbursement, aero-
nautical and space vehicles, and supplies and
equipment other than administrative supplies or
equipment.

(g) ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—In the perform-
ance of its functions, the Administration is au-
thorized to appoint such advisory committees as
may be appropriate for purposes of consultation
and advice to the Administration.

1See References in Text note below.
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(h) OFFICES AND PROCEDURES.—In the perform-
ance of its functions, the Administration is au-
thorized to establish within the Administration
such offices and procedures as may be appro-
priate to provide for the greatest possible co-
ordination of its activities under this chapter
with related scientific and other activities being
carried on by other public and private agencies
and organizations.

(i) TEMPORARY OR INTERMITTENT SERVICES OF
EXPERTS OR CONSULTANTS.—In the performance
of its functions, the Administration is author-
ized to obtain services as provided by section
3109 of title 5, but at rates for individuals not to
exceed the per diem rate equivalent to the max-
imum rate payable under section 5376 of title 5.

(j) ALIENS.—In the performance of its func-
tions, the Administration is authorized, when
determined by the Administrator to be nec-
essary, and subject to such security investiga-
tions as the Administrator may determine to be
appropriate, to employ aliens without regard to
statutory provisions prohibiting payment of
compensation to aliens.

(k) CONCESSIONS FOR VISITORS’ FACILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the performance of its
functions, the Administration is authorized to
provide by concession, without regard to sec-
tion 1302 of title 40, on such terms as the Ad-
ministrator may deem to be appropriate and
necessary to protect the concessioner against
loss of the concessioner’s investment in prop-
erty (but not anticipated profits) resulting
from the Administration’s discretionary acts
and decisions, for the construction, mainte-
nance, and operation of all manner of facilities
and equipment for visitors to the several in-
stallations of the Administration and, in con-
nection therewith, to provide services incident
to the dissemination of information con-
cerning its activities to such visitors, without
charge or with a reasonable charge therefor
(with this authority being in addition to any
other authority that the Administration may
have to provide facilities, equipment, and
services for visitors to its installations).

(2) PUBLIC NOTICE AND DUE CONSIDERATION OF
PROPOSALS.—A concession agreement under
this subsection may be negotiated with any
qualified proposer following due consideration
of all proposals received after reasonable pub-
lic notice of the intention to contract.

(3) REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY FOR PROFIT.—
The concessioner shall be afforded a reason-
able opportunity to make a profit commensu-
rate with the capital invested and the obliga-
tions assumed. The consideration paid by the
concessioner for the concession shall be based
on the probable value of the opportunity and
not on maximizing revenue to the United
States.

(4) RECORDS AND ACCESS TO RECORDS.—Each
concession agreement shall specify the man-
ner in which the concessioner’s records are to
be maintained, and shall provide for access to
the records by the Administration and the
Comptroller General of the United States for a
period of 5 years after the close of the business
year to which the records relate.
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(5) POSSESSORY INTERESTS.—A concessioner
may be accorded a possessory interest, con-
sisting of all incidents of ownership except
legal title (which shall vest in the United
States), in any structure, fixture, or improve-
ment the concessioner constructs or locates
upon land owned by the United States. With
the approval of the Administration, such
possessory interest may be assigned, trans-
ferred, encumbered, or relinquished by the
concessioner, and, unless otherwise provided
by contract, shall not be extinguished by the
expiration or other termination of the conces-
sion and may not be taken for public use with-
out just compensation.

(1) DETAILING MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES.—In
the performance of its functions, the Adminis-
tration is authorized, with the approval of the
President, to enter into cooperative agreements
under which members of the Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force may be
detailed by the appropriate Secretary for serv-
ices in the performance of functions under this
chapter to the same extent as that to which
they might be lawfully assigned in the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(m) CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES.—In
the performance of its functions, the Adminis-
tration is authorized—

(1) to consider, ascertain, adjust, determine,
settle, and pay, on behalf of the United States,
in full satisfaction thereof, any claim for
$25,000 or less against the United States for
bodily injury, death, or damage to or loss of
real or personal property resulting from the
conduct of the Administration’s functions as
specified in section 20112(a) of this title, where
such claim is presented to the Administration
in writing within 2 years after the accident or
incident out of which the claim arises; and

(2) if the Administration considers that a
claim in excess of $25,000 is meritorious and
would otherwise be covered by this subsection,
to report the facts and circumstances to Con-
gress for its consideration.

(n) IDENTIFICATION OF GOVERNMENT ASTRO-
NAUTS.—For purposes of a license issued or
transferred by the Secretary of Transportation
under chapter 509 to launch a launch vehicle or
to reenter a reentry vehicle carrying a govern-
ment astronaut (as defined in section 50902), the
Administration shall designate a government
astronaut in accordance with requirements pre-
scribed by the Administration.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3333;
Pub. L. 114-90, title I, §112(d), Nov. 25, 2015, 129
Stat. 712; Pub. L. 115-10, title VIII, §835(d), Mar.
21, 2017, 131 Stat. 69; Pub. L. 116-283, div. A, title
IX, §927(f), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3832.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20113 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2473(c). Pub. L. 85-568, title II,
§203(c), formerly §203(b),

July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 429;
Pub. L. 86-20, May 13, 1959,
73 Stat. 21; Pub. L. 86-481,
§5, June 1, 1960, 74 Stat.
153; Pub. L. 87-367, title II,
§206(a), Oct. 4, 1961, 75
Stat. 791; Pub. L. 87-584,
§6, Aug. 14, 1962, 76 Stat.
384; Pub. L. 87-793,
§1001(f), Oct. 11, 1962, 76
Stat. 864; Pub. L. 88-426,
title III, §306(d), Aug. 14,
1964, 78 Stat. 429; Pub. L.
88-448, title IV, §402(a)(34),
Aug. 10, 1964, 78 Stat. 495;
Pub. L. 91-646, title II,
§220(a)(2), Jan. 2, 1971, 84
Stat. 1903; Pub. L. 93-74,
§6, July 23, 1973, 87 Stat.
174; Pub. L. 93-316, §6,
June 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 243;
renumbered §203(c), Pub.
L. 93-409, §4, Sept. 3, 1974,
88 Stat. 1070; Pub. L. 96-48,
§6(a), Aug. 8, 1979, 93 Stat.
348; Pub. L. 108-201, §2(a),
Feb. 24, 2004, 118 Stat. 461.

In subsection (b), in the matter before paragraph (1),
the words ‘‘chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53
of title 5 are substituted for ‘‘the Classification Act of
1949, as amended’’ on authority of section 7(b) of Public
Law 89-554 (80 Stat. 631), the first section of which en-
acted Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees.

In subsection (c)(2), the words ‘‘section 8141 of title
40 are substituted for ‘‘the Act of March 3, 1877 (40
U.S.C. 34)” on authority of section 5(c) of Public Law
107-217 (116 Stat. 1303), the first section of which en-
acted Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works.

In subsection (c)(4), the words ‘‘in accordance with
the provisions of chapters 1 to 11 of title 40 and in ac-
cordance with title III of the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 251 et seq.)”
are substituted for ‘“in accordance with the provisions
of the Federal Property and Administrative Services
Act of 1949, as amended (40 U.S.C. 471 et seq.)”” on au-
thority of section 5(c) of Public Law 107-217 (116 Stat.
1303), the first section of which enacted Title 40, Public
Buildings, Property, and Works.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘subsections (a) and (b)
of section 3324 of title 31 are substituted for ‘‘section
3648 of the Revised Statutes, as amended (31 U.S.C.
529)”’ on authority of section 4(b) of Public Law 97-258
(96 Stat. 1067), the first section of which enacted Title
31, Money and Finance.

In subsection (i), the words ‘“‘maximum rate payable
under section 5376 of title 5’ are substituted for ‘‘rate
for GS-18" because of section 101(c) of the Federal Em-
ployees Pay Comparability Act of 1990 (enacted by §529
of Public Law 101-509, 5 U.S.C. 5376 note).

In subsection (k)(1), the words ‘‘section 1302 of title
40 are substituted for ‘‘section 321 of the Act of June
30, 1932 (47 Stat. 412; 40 U.S.C. 303b)” on authority of
section 5(c) of Public Law 107-217 (116 Stat. 1303), the
first section of which enacted Title 40, Public Build-
ings, Property, and Works.

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Level III of the Executive Schedule, referred to in
subsec. (b)(1), is set out in section 5314 of Title 5, Gov-
ernment Organization and Employees.

The Federal Property and Administrative Services
Act of 1949, referred to in subsec. (¢)(4), is act June 30,
1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 377. Title III of the Act was classi-
fied generally to subchapter IV (§251 et seq.) of chapter
4 of former Title 41, Public Contracts, and was substan-
tially repealed and restated in division C (§3101 et seq.)
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of subtitle I of Title 41, Public Contracts, by Pub. L.
111-350, §§3, 7(b), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3677, 3855. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title of 1949 Act note set out under section 101 of
Title 41 and Tables. For disposition of sections of
former Title 41, see Disposition Table preceding section
101 of Title 41.

AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsec. (I). Pub. L. 116-283 substituted ‘‘Forces”
for ‘‘Services’” in heading and ‘‘Marine Corps, and
Space Force” for ‘‘and Marine Corps’ in text.

2017—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 115-10, §835(d)(2), struck out
“‘and Congress’ after ‘‘advice to the Administration”.

Pub. L. 115-10, §835(d)(1), inserted ‘‘and Congress’’
after ‘‘advice to the Administration”.

2015—Subsec. (n). Pub. L. 114-90 added subsec. (n).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2017 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 115-10, title VIII, §835(d)(2), Mar. 21, 2017, 131
Stat. 69, provided that the amendment by section
835(d)(2) is effective Sept. 30, 2017.

OFFICE OF STEM ENGAGEMENT

Pub. L. 117-167, div. B, title VII, §10851(a)-(d), Aug. 9,
2022, 136 Stat. 1753, 1754, provided that:

‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress
that NASA [National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration]’s inspiring mission, specialized facilities,
skilled engineering and scientific workforce, and re-
search activities present unique opportunities for in-
spiring public engagement in STEM and increasing the
number of students pursuing STEM degrees and ca-
reers.

““(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator [of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration] shall es-
tablish an Office of STEM Engagement (referred to in
this section as the ‘Office’) for the purpose of advancing
progress toward the STEM education goals of the
United States by enhancing STEM literacy, increasing
diversity, equity, and inclusion in STEM, and preparing
the STEM workforce for the future.

‘‘(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Office established shall
be responsible for coordinating efforts and activities
among organizations across the [National Aeronautics
and Space] Administration, including NASA head-
quarters, mission directorates, and NASA centers, de-
signed—

‘(1) to create unique opportunities for students and
the public to learn from and contribute to the work
of NASA in exploration and discovery;

‘(2) to contribute to the growth of a diverse STEM
workforce; and

‘“(3) to strengthen public understanding of science
by enabling connections to the mission and work of
NASA.

‘(d) PORTFOLIO.—The Office shall coordinate and ad-
minister—

‘(1) the National Space Grant College and Fellow-
ship Program under chapter 403 of title 51 United
States Code;

‘(2) the Established Program to Stimulate Com-
petitive Research under section 40903 of title 51
United States Code;

‘(3) the Minority University Research and Edu-
cation Project;

‘“(4) the NextGen STEM Project; and

‘“(6) any other program or activity the Adminis-
trator considers appropriate.”’

[For definition of “STEM” as used in section
10851(a)—(d) of Pub. L. 117-167, set out above, see section
18901 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.]

PROGRAM, WORKFORCE, AND INDUSTRIAL BASE REVIEWS

Pub. L. 117-167, div. B, title VII, §10861, Aug. 9, 2022,
136 Stat. 1754, provided that:

‘“(a) REPORT ON INDUSTRIAL BASE FOR CIVIL SPACE
MISSIONS AND OPERATIONS.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 9, 2022], and
from time to time thereafter, the Administrator [of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration]
shall submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress [Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Representa-
tives] a report on the United States industrial base
for NASA [National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration] civil space missions and operations.

‘(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

‘““(A) A comprehensive description of the current
status of the United States industrial base for
NASA civil space missions and operations.

‘“(B) A description and assessment of the weak-
nesses in the supply chain, skills, manufacturing
capacity, raw materials, key components, and other
areas of the United States industrial base for NASA
civil space missions and operations that could ad-
versely impact such missions and operations if un-
available.

‘(C) A description and assessment of various
mechanisms to address and mitigate the weak-
nesses described pursuant to subparagraph (B).

‘(D) A comprehensive list of the collaborative ef-
forts, including future and proposed collaborative
efforts, between NASA and the Manufacturing USA
institutes of the Department of Commerce.

‘“(E) An assessment of—

‘(i) the defense and aerospace manufacturing
supply chains relevant to NASA in each region of
the United States; and

‘(ii) the feasibility and benefits of establishing
a supply chain center of excellence in a State in
which NASA does not, as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, have a research center or test
facility.

‘“(F) Such other matters relating to the United
States industrial base for NASA civil space mis-
sions and operations as the Administrator considers
appropriate.

“(b) WORKFORCE AND MODELING AND TEST FACILI-

TIES.—

‘(1) REVIEW.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall enter
into an arrangement with the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine to carry out
a comprehensive review of the workforce, skills-
base, and modeling and test facilities of the [Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space] Administration.

‘(B) ELEMENTS.—The review conducted under
subparagraph (A) shall include the following:

‘(i) A consideration of the use of emerging
technologies in relevant engineering and science
disciplines and the skills needed to apply such ca-
pabilities to Administration missions across all
mission directorates.

‘(i) Prioritized recommendations on actions
needed to align the Administration’s workforce
with research objectives and strategic goals and
on the improvements and additions to modeling
capabilities and test facilities needed to meet the
Administration’s strategic goals and objectives.
‘“(C) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-

trator shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress report on the results of the review con-

ducted under subparagraph (A).

‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than 120 days
after the date on which the review under paragraph
(1) is completed, the Administrator shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a plan for
implementing the recommendations contained the re-
view.

‘“(3) REPORT ON NASA INFRASTRUCTURE, WORKFORCE
SKILLS AND CAPABILITIES.—

““(A) POLICY AND PROCEDURE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall de-
velop an Administration policy and procedure for
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assessment, not less frequently than every 5

years, of the strategic capabilities of the Admin-

istration, including infrastructure and facilities,
and workforce skills and capabilities.

‘‘(ii) ELEMENTS.—The policy and procedure de-
veloped under clause (i) shall include acquiring
data and support for Administration decisions
and recommendations on strategic capabilities,
including on infrastructure and facilities, and
workforce skills and capabilities needed to sup-
port the goals and objectives of the Administra-
tion through 2040.

‘“(B) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall submit the policy and procedure devel-
oped under subparagraph (A) to the appropriate
committees of Congress.

‘“(4) INDEPENDENT PROGRAM ANALYSIS AND EVALUA-

TION OFFICE.—

‘“(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator shall
establish within NASA an Independent Program
Analysis and Evaluation Office (referred to in this
paragraph as the ‘Office’) for purposes of independ-
ently assessing program performance, making pro-
grammatic, technical risk mitigation and institu-
tional recommendations, performing cost estimates
and analyses, and conducting strategic planning ac-
tivities, among other functions.

‘(B) INDEPENDENCE.—The Office shall remain
independent of any program, and shall have no pro-
grammatic responsibilities, so as to maintain its
independent assessment integrity.

“(C) ACTIVITIES AUTHORIZED.—In conducting the
functions of the Office, the Administrator may
carry out—

‘(i) research on program assessment;

‘‘(ii) cost, schedule, and technical estimation;
and

‘‘(iii) other relevant activities for the purposes
of obtaining the highest level of expertise and the
most effective decision-making tools with which
to inform the Administrator.

‘(D) MOON TO MARS ACTIVITIES.—The Office shall
maintain an ongoing, focused effort to assess the
goals, objectives, requirements, architectural ap-
proach, cost and schedule, and progress of the Ad-
ministration’s Moon to Mars activities.

‘“(5) INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION.—Not later than

1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the

Administrator shall submit to the appropriate com-

mittees of Congress the results of an independent es-

timate by the Office of the cost of continuing Inter-
national Space Station operations through Sep-
tember 30, 2030, including—

“(A) crew and cargo transportation, research to
be undertaken reflecting the priorities described in
section 10816 [61 U.S.C. 70901 note], and mainte-
nance costs; and

‘“(B) opportunities for operational efficiencies
that could result in cost savings and increased re-
search productivity and the amount of those poten-
tial savings and productivity increases.”

[For definition of ‘“Manufacturing USA institute” as
used in section 10861 of Pub. L. 117-167, set out above,
see section 18901 of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare.]

COLLABORATION

Pub. L. 115-10, title V, §517, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 54,
provided that: ‘“The Administration [National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration] shall continue to
develop first-of-a-kind instruments that, once proved,
can be transitioned to other agencies for operations.
Whenever responsibilities for the development of sen-
sors or for measurements are transferred to the Admin-
istration from another agency, the Administration
shall seek, to the extent possible, to be reimbursed for
the assumption of such responsibilities.”’

SPACE ACT AGREEMENTS

Pub. L. 115-10, title VIII, §841, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat.
72, provided that:
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‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress
that, when used appropriately, Space Act Agreements
can provide significant value in furtherance of NASA
[National Aeronautics and Space Administration]’s
mission.

‘“(b) FUNDED SPACE ACT AGREEMENTS.—To the extent
appropriate, the Administrator [of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration] shall seek to maxi-
mize the value of contributions provided by other par-
ties under a funded Space Act Agreement in order to
advance NASA’s mission.

‘‘(c) NON-EXCLUSIVITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall, to the
greatest extent practicable, issue each Space Act
Agreement—

‘“(A) except as provided in paragraph (2), on a
nonexclusive basis;

‘“(B) in a manner that ensures all non-government
parties have equal access to NASA resources; and

“(C) exercising reasonable care not to reveal
unique or proprietary information.

‘(2) EXCLUSIVITY.—If the Administrator determines
an exclusive arrangement is necessary, the Adminis-
trator shall, to the greatest extent practicable, issue
the Space Act Agreement—

‘“(A) utilizing a competitive selection process
when exclusive arrangements are necessary; and

“(B) pursuant to public announcements when ex-
clusive arrangements are necessary.

“(d) TRANSPARENCY.—The Administrator shall pub-
licly disclose on the Administration’s website and
make available in a searchable format each Space Act
Agreement, including an estimate of committed NASA
resources and the expected benefits to agency objec-
tives for each agreement, with appropriate redactions
for proprietary, sensitive, or classified information, not
later than 60 days after such agreement is signed by the
parties.

‘‘(e) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days after the
end of each fiscal year, the Administrator shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Congress [Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of the
House of Representatives and Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate] a
report on the use of Space Act Agreement authority
by the Administration during the previous fiscal
year.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—The report shall include for each
Space Act Agreement in effect at the time of the re-
port—

‘“(A) an indication of whether the agreement is a
reimbursable, non-reimbursable, or funded Space
Act Agreement;

‘“(B) a description of—

‘(1) the subject and terms;
“‘(ii) the parties;
‘“(iii) the responsible—
‘“(I) Mission Directorate;
“(IT) Center; or
‘(II1) headquarters element;
‘“(iv) the value;
“(v) the extent of the cost sharing among Fed-
eral Government and non-Federal sources;
““(vi) the time period or schedule; and
““(vii) all milestones; and

‘(C) an indication of whether the agreement was
renewed during the previous fiscal year.

‘(3) ANTICIPATED AGREEMENTS.—The report shall in-
clude a list of all anticipated reimbursable, non-reim-
bursable, and funded Space Act Agreements for the
upcoming fiscal year.

‘‘(4) CUMULATIVE PROGRAM BENEFITS.—The report
shall include, with respect to each Space Act Agree-
ment covered by the report, a summary of—

“(A) the technology areas in which research
projects were conducted under that agreement;

“(B) the extent to which the use of that agree-
ment—

‘(1) has contributed to a broadening of the tech-
nology and industrial base available for meeting

Administration needs; and
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‘“(ii) has fostered within the technology and in-
dustrial base new relationships and practices that
support the United States; and
‘“(C) the total amount of value received by the

Federal Government during the fiscal year under
that agreement.”’

SENSE OF CONGRESS

Pub. L. 11490, title I, §112(b), Nov. 25, 2015, 129 Stat.
711, provided that: ‘““The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration has a need to fly government as-
tronauts (as defined in section 50902 of title 51, United
States Code, as amended) within commercial launch ve-
hicles and reentry vehicles under chapter 509 of that
title. This need was identified by the Secretary of
Transportation and the Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration due to the in-
tended use of commercial launch vehicles and reentry
vehicles developed under the Commercial Crew Devel-
opment Program, authorized in section 402 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration Author-
ization Act of 2010 (124 Stat. 2820; Public Law 111-267).
It is the sense of Congress that the authority delegated
to the Administration by the amendment made by sub-
section (d) of this section [amending this section]
should be used for that purpose.”

PURCHASE OF AMERICAN-MADE EQUIPMENT AND
PRODUCTS

Pub. L. 106-391, title III, §319, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat.
1597, provided that:

‘“‘(a) PURCHASE OF AMERICAN-MADE EQUIPMENT AND
PropucTs.—In the case of any equipment or products
that may be authorized to be purchased with financial
assistance provided under this Act [see Tables for clas-
sification], it is the sense of the Congress that entities
receiving such assistance should, in expending the as-
sistance, purchase only American-made equipment and
products.

“(b) NOTICE TO RECIPIENTS OF ASSISTANCE.—In pro-
viding financial assistance under this Act, the Adminis-
trator [of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration] shall provide to each recipient of the assist-
ance a notice describing the statement made in sub-
section (a) by the Congress.”

ENHANCEMENT OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS
PROGRAMS

Pub. L. 106-391, title III, §321, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat.
1597, provided that:
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) EDUCATIONALLY USEFUL FEDERAL EQUIPMENT.—
The term ‘educationally useful Federal equipment’
means computers and related peripheral tools and re-
search equipment that is appropriate for use in
schools.

‘“(2) ScHOOL.—The term °‘school’ means a public or
private educational institution that serves any of the
grades of kindergarten through grade 12.

““(b) SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It is the sense of the Congress
that the Administrator [of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration] should, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable and in a manner consistent with ap-
plicable Federal law (including Executive Order No.
12999 [40 U.S.C. 549 note]), donate educationally useful
Federal equipment to schools in order to enhance the
science and mathematics programs of those schools.

‘(2) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 30, 2000], and annu-
ally thereafter, the Administrator shall prepare and
submit to Congress a report describing any donations
of educationally useful Federal equipment to schools
made during the period covered by the report.”’

§20114. Administration and Department of De-
fense coordination

(a) ADVISE AND CONSULT.—The Administration
and the Department of Defense, through the
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President, shall advise and consult with each
other on all matters within their respective ju-
risdictions related to aeronautical and space ac-
tivities and shall keep each other fully and cur-
rently informed with respect to such activities.

(b) REFERRAL TO THE PRESIDENT.—If the Sec-
retary of Defense concludes that any request,
action, proposed action, or failure to act on the
part of the Administrator is adverse to the re-
sponsibilities of the Department of Defense, or
the Administrator concludes that any request,
action, proposed action, or failure to act on the
part of the Department of Defense is adverse to
the responsibilities of the Administration, and
the Administrator and the Secretary of Defense
are unable to reach an agreement with respect
to the matter, either the Administrator or the
Secretary of Defense may refer the matter to
the President for a decision (which shall be
final).

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3336.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggtifoez Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20114(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2474(b). Pub. L. 85-568, title II,
§204(b), (c), July 29, 1958,
72 Stat. 431.
20114(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2474(c).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘through the President”
are substituted for ‘‘through the Liaison Committee”’
because the Civilian-Military Liaison Committee,
which was established by section 204(a) of the National
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958 (42 U.S.C. 2474(a)),
was abolished and its functions, together with the func-
tions of its chairman and other officers, were trans-
ferred to the President by sections 1(e) and 3(a) of Reor-
ganization Plan No. 4 of 1965 (6 App. U.S.C.).

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘as provided in section
201 (e)”’, which appeared at the end of the subsection,
are omitted as obsolete. Section 201 of Public Law
85-568, which was classified to former section 2471 of
title 42 (last appearing in the 1970 edition of the United
States Code), established the National Aeronautics and
Space Council, with the functions of the Council speci-
fied in section 201(e). Those functions included advising
the President ‘‘as he may request’” with respect to pro-
moting cooperation and resolving differences among
agencies of the United States engaged in aeronautical
and space activities. The words are obsolete because
section 3(a)(4) of Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1973 (5
App. U.S.C.), abolished the National Aeronautics and
Space Council, including the office of Executive Sec-
retary of the Council, together with its functions.

§20115. International cooperation

The Administration, under the foreign policy
guidance of the President, may engage in a pro-
gram of international cooperation in work done
pursuant to this chapter, and in the peaceful ap-
plication of the results thereof, pursuant to
agreements made by the President with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3337.)
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Executive Documents
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

Memorandum of President of the United States, Oct.
10, 1995, 60 F.R. 53251, provided:

Memorandum for the Administrator of the National
and Aeronautics and Space Administration

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, and in order to facilitate the efficient oper-
ations of the aeronautical and space programs of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), it is hereby ordered as follows:

The authority conferred upon the President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America to executive mutual waivers of claims of li-
ability on behalf of the United States for damages aris-
ing out of cooperative activities is hereby delegated to
the Administrator of NASA for agreements with for-
eign governments and their agents regarding aero-
nautical, science, and space activities that are exe-
cuted pursuant to the authority granted NASA by the
National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, Public Law
85-568, as amended [see 51 U.S.C. 20101 et seq.]. All such
agreements shall be subject to coordination with and
the concurrence of the Department of State to the ex-
tent provided by applicable law, regulations, and proce-
dures. All such waivers of liability entered into prior to
the date of this memorandum are hereby ratified.

You are authorized and directed to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
§20116. Reports to Congress

(a) PRESIDENTIAL REPORT.—The President
shall transmit to Congress in May of each year
a report, which shall include—

(1) a comprehensive description of the pro-
grammed activities and the accomplishments
of all agencies of the United States in the field
of aeronautics and space activities during the
preceding fiscal year; and

(2) an evaluation of such activities and ac-
complishments in terms of the attainment of,
or the failure to attain, the objectives de-
scribed in section 20102(d) of this title.

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL LEGIS-
LATION.—Any report made under this section
shall contain such recommendations for addi-
tional legislation as the Administrator or the
President may consider necessary or desirable
for the attainment of the objectives described in
section 20102(d) of this title.

(c) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—No information
that has been classified for reasons of national
security shall be included in any report made
under this section, unless the information has
been declassified by, or pursuant to authoriza-
tion given by, the President.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3337.)
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gggtiisfg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20116 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2476. Pub. L. 85-568, title II, §206,

July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 432;
Pub. L. 92-68, §7, Aug. 6,
1971, 85 Stat. 177; Pub. L.
106-391, title III, §302(b).
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1591.

};sgg:fll Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20115 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2475. Pub. L. 85-568, title II, §205,
July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 432.

In subsections (a)(2) and (b), the words ‘‘section 102(c)
of this Act’’, which appear in section 206 of Public Law
85-568 (72 Stat. 432), are treated as referring to section
102(d), rather than section 102(c), of Public Law 85-568
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because of the redesignation done by section 110(a)(2) of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act, 1985 (Public Law 98-361, 98 Stat.
426). Section 102(d) of Public Law 85-568 is restated as
section 20102(d) of title 51.

Executive Documents

DELEGATION OF CERTAIN REPORTING AUTHORITY

Memorandum of President of the United States, Mar.
5, 2004, 69 F.R. 11489, provided:

Memorandum for the Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States, includ-
ing section 301 of title 3, United States Code, I hereby
delegate to you the functions conferred upon the Presi-
dent by section 206 of the National Aeronautics and
Space Act of 1958, as amended ([former] 42 U.S.C. 2476)
[now 51 U.S.C. 20116], to provide the specified report to
the Congress. Nothing in this delegation shall be con-
strued to impair or otherwise affect the authority of
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
with respect to budget, administrative, and legislative
proposals.

You are authorized and directed to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

GEORGE W. BUSH.

§20117. Disposal of excess land

Notwithstanding the provisions of this or any
other law, the Administration may not report to
a disposal agency as excess to the needs of the
Administration any land having an estimated
value in excess of $50,000 that is owned by the
United States and under the jurisdiction and
control of the Administration, unless—

(1) a period of 30 days has passed after the re-
ceipt by the Speaker and the Committee on
Science and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the President and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate of a report by the Admin-
istrator or the Administrator’s designee con-
taining a full and complete statement of the
action proposed to be taken and the facts and
circumstances relied upon in support of such
action; or

(2) each such committee before the expira-
tion of that period has transmitted to the Ad-
ministrator written notice to the effect that
the committee has no objection to the pro-
posed action.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3337.)
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Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

42 U.S.C. 2476a. Pub. L. 85-568, title II, §207,
as added Pub. L. 93-74, §7,
July 23, 1973, 87 Stat. 175;
amended Pub. L. 103-437,
§15(j), Nov. 2, 1994, 108
Stat. 4593.

In paragraph (1), the words ‘‘Committee on Science
and Technology’ are substituted for ‘“‘Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology’ on authority of sec-
tion 1(a)(10) of Public Law 104-14 (2 U.S.C. note prec.
21), Rule X(1)(n) of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives, adopted by House Resolution No. 5 (106th Con-
gress, January 6, 1999), and Rule X(1)(0) of the Rules of
the House of Representatives, adopted by House Reso-
lution No. 6 (110th Congress, January 5, 2007).

TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS

§20132

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Science and Technology of House of
Representatives changed to Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by
House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress,
Jan. 5, 2011.

SUBCHAPTER III—GENERAL
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

§20131. Public access to information

(a) PUBLIC INSPECTION.—Information obtained
or developed by the Administrator in the per-
formance of the Administrator’s functions under
this chapter shall be made available for public
inspection, except information—

(1) authorized or required by Federal statute
to be withheld;

(2) classified to protect the national secu-
rity; or

(3) described in subsection (b).

(b) SPECIAL HANDLING OF TRADE SECRET OR
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, for a
period of up to 5 years after the development
of information described in paragraph (2), may
provide appropriate protections against the
dissemination of such information, including
exemption from subchapter II of chapter 5 of
title 5.

(2) INFORMATION DESCRIBED.—Information re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) is information that
results from activities conducted under an
agreement entered into under subsections (e)
and (f) of section 20113 of this title, and that
would be a trade secret or commercial or fi-
nancial information that is privileged or con-
fidential under the meaning of section 552(b)(4)
of title 5 if the information had been obtained
from a non-Federal party participating in such
an agreement.

(c) COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—Nothing in this
chapter authorizes the withholding of informa-
tion by the Administrator from the duly author-
ized committees of Congress.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3338.)
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gsggfoeg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20131(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2454(a) Pub. L. 85-568, title III, §303,
(words before pro- July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 433;
viso). Pub. L. 102-588, title V,
§509, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat.
5129.
20131(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2454(b).
20131(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2454(a)
(proviso).

§20132. Security requirements

The Administrator shall establish such secu-
rity requirements, restrictions, and safeguards
as the Administrator deems necessary in the in-
terest of the national security. The Adminis-
trator may arrange with the Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management for the conduct of
such security or other personnel investigations
of the Administration’s officers, employees, and
consultants, and its contractors and subcontrac-
tors and their officers and employees, actual or
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