TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS

This title was enacted by Pub. L. 111-314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3328
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Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2020—Pub. L. 116-181, §2(c)(1), Oct. 21, 2020, 134 Stat.
892, added item for chapter 606.

2018—Pub. L. 115254, div. B, title V, §580(b)(2), Oct. 5,
2018, 132 Stat. 3396, added item for chapter 515.

2017—Pub. L. 115-10, title IV, §416(b), Mar. 21, 2017, 131
Stat. 35, struck out item for chapter 703 ‘‘Shuttle Pric-
ing Policy for Commercial and Foreign Users’’.

2015—Pub. L. 114-90, title I, §117(b)(1), title III,
§301(a)(2), title IV, §402(b), Nov. 25, 2015, 129 Stat. 718,
720, 722, added item for chapter 513 and substituted
“Commerce’ for ‘“Commercialization” in item for
chapter 507 and ‘‘Use of space launch system or alter-
natives” for ‘“Use of Space Shuttle or Alternatives’ in
item for chapter 701.

2010—Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(7), Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat.
3443, added items for chapters 509 and 511.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
ENACTMENT OF TITLE

Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3328, pro-
vided in part that: ‘““Title 51, United States Code, ‘Na-
tional and Commercial Space Programs’, is enacted as
follows”.

PURPOSE; CONFORMITY WITH ORIGINAL INTENT

Pub. L. 111-314, §2, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3328, pro-
vided that:

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act [see Tables
for classification] is to codify certain existing laws re-
lated to national and commercial space programs as a
positive law title of the United States Code.

*“(b) CONFORMITY WITH ORIGINAL INTENT.—In the codi-
fication of laws by this Act, the intent is to conform to
the understood policy, intent, and purpose of Congress
in the original enactments, with such amendments and
corrections as will remove ambiguities, contradictions,
and other imperfections, in accordance with section
205(c)(1) of House Resolution No. 988, 93d Congress, as
enacted into law by Public Law 93-5564 (2 U.S.C.
285b(1)).”

TRANSITIONAL AND SAVINGS PROVISIONS

Pub. L. 111-314, §5, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3443, pro-
vided that:

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) SOURCE PROVISION.—The term ‘source provision’
means a provision of law that is replaced by a title 51
provision.

‘“(2) TITLE 51 PROVISION.—The term ‘title 51 provi-
sion’ means a provision of title 51, United States
Code, that is enacted by section 3.

‘“(b) CuToFF DATE.—The title 51 provisions replace
certain provisions of law enacted on or before July 1,
2009. If a law enacted after that date amends or repeals
a source provision, that law is deemed to amend or re-
peal, as the case may be, the corresponding title 51 pro-
vision. If a law enacted after that date is otherwise in-
consistent with a title 51 provision or a provision of
this Act [see Tables for classification], that law super-
sedes the title 51 provision or provision of this Act to
the extent of the inconsistency.

“(c) ORIGINAL DATE OF ENACTMENT UNCHANGED.—For
purposes of determining whether one provision of law
supersedes another based on enactment later in time, a
title 51 provision is deemed to have been enacted on the
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date of enactment of the corresponding source provi-
sion.

“(d) REFERENCES TO TITLE 51 PROVISIONS.—A ref-
erence to a title 51 provision is deemed to refer to the
corresponding source provision.

‘‘(e) REFERENCES TO SOURCE PROVISIONS.—A reference
to a source provision, including a reference in a regula-
tion, order, or other law, is deemed to refer to the cor-
responding title 51 provision.

“(f) REGULATIONS, ORDERS, AND OTHER ADMINISTRA-
TIVE ACTIONS.—A regulation, order, or other adminis-
trative action in effect under a source provision con-
tinues in effect under the corresponding title 51 provi-
sion.

“(g) ACTIONS TAKEN AND OFFENSES COMMITTED.—An
action taken or an offense committed under a source
provision is deemed to have been taken or committed
under the corresponding title 51 provision.”

REPEALS

Pub. L. 111-314, §6, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3444, re-
pealed specified laws relating to national and commer-
cial space programs, except with respect to rights and
duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, or
proceedings that were begun before Dec. 18, 2010.

Subtitle I—General
CHAPTER 101—DEFINITIONS

Sec.
10101.

§10101. Definitions

In this title:

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The term ‘“‘Administra-
tion” means the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3329.)

Definitions.

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
10101 .......... (no source)

Title-wide definitions for the terms ‘‘Administra-
tion” and ‘‘Administrator’” are added for clarity and
convenience.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SHORT TITLE OF 2022 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 117-167, div. B, title VII, §10801, Aug. 9, 2022,
136 Stat. 1730, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending sec-
tions 20145, 40112, 40903, 50111, and 70907 of this title and
sections 18351, 18353, and 18354 of Title 42, The Public
Health and Welfare, enacting provisions set out as
notes under this section, sections 20102, 20113, 20301,
20302, 40102, 40112, 40113, 60501, 70901 of this title, and
preceding section 71101 of this title, amending provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 20301 and 20302 of
this title and preceding section 71101 of this title] may
be cited as the ‘National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration Authorization Act of 2022’.”

Pub. L. 117-103, div. HH, title II, §201, Mar. 15, 2022, 136
Stat. 1112, provided that: ‘“This title [amending section
20145 of this title and enacting provisions set out as a
note under section 20145 of this title] may be cited as
the ‘NASA Enhanced-Use Leasing Extension Act of
2022°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2020 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 116-181, §1, Oct. 21, 2020, 134 Stat. 882, provided
that: “This Act [enacting chapter 606 of this title, re-
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