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§ 8501. Definitions 

In this chapter: 
(1) BLIND.—The term ‘‘blind’’ refers to an in-

dividual or class of individuals whose central 
visual acuity does not exceed 20/200 in the bet-
ter eye with correcting lenses or whose visual 
acuity, if better than 20/200, is accompanied by 
a limit to the field of vision in the better eye 
to such a degree that its widest diameter 
subtends an angle of no greater than 20 de-
grees. 

(2) COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Committee’’ 
means the Committee for Purchase From Peo-
ple Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled estab-
lished under section 8502 of this title. 

(3) DIRECT LABOR.—The term ‘‘direct 
labor’’—

(A) includes all work required for prepara-
tion, processing, and packing of a product, 
or work directly relating to the performance 
of a service; but 

(B) does not include supervision, adminis-
tration, inspection, or shipping.

(4) ENTITY OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.—The terms ‘‘entity of 
the Federal Government’’ and ‘‘Federal Gov-
ernment’’ include an entity of the legislative 
or judicial branch, a military department or 
executive agency (as defined in sections 102 
and 105 of title 5, respectively), the United 
States Postal Service, and a nonappropriated 
fund instrumentality under the jurisdiction of 
the Armed Forces. 

(5) OTHER SEVERELY DISABLED.—The term 
‘‘other severely disabled’’ means an individual 
or class of individuals under a physical or 
mental disability, other than blindness, which 
(according to criteria established by the Com-
mittee after consultation with appropriate en-
tities of the Federal Government and taking 
into account the views of non-Federal Govern-
ment entities representing the disabled) con-
stitutes a substantial handicap to employment 

and is of a nature that prevents the individual 

from currently engaging in normal competi-

tive employment. 
(6) QUALIFIED NONPROFIT AGENCY FOR OTHER 

SEVERELY DISABLED.—The term ‘‘qualified non-

profit agency for other severely disabled’’ 

means an agency—
(A)(i) organized under the laws of the 

United States or a State; 
(ii) operated in the interest of severely dis-

abled individuals who are not blind; and 
(iii) of which no part of the net income of 

the agency inures to the benefit of a share-

holder or other individual; 
(B) that complies with any applicable oc-

cupational health and safety standard pre-

scribed by the Secretary of Labor; and 

(C) that in the production of products and 

in the provision of services (whether or not 

the products or services are procured under 

this chapter) during the fiscal year employs 

blind or other severely disabled individuals 

for at least 75 percent of the hours of direct 

labor required for the production or provi-

sion of the products or services.

(7) QUALIFIED NONPROFIT AGENCY FOR THE 

BLIND.—The term ‘‘qualified nonprofit agency 

for the blind’’ means an agency—
(A)(i) organized under the laws of the 

United States or a State; 
(ii) operated in the interest of blind indi-

viduals; and 
(iii) of which no part of the net income of 

the agency inures to the benefit of a share-

holder or other individual; 
(B) that complies with any applicable oc-

cupational health and safety standard pre-

scribed by the Secretary of Labor; and 
(C) that in the production of products and 

in the provision of services (whether or not 

the products or services are procured under 

this chapter) during the fiscal year employs 

blind individuals for at least 75 percent of 

the hours of direct labor required for the 

production or provision of the products or 

services.

(8) SEVERELY DISABLED INDIVIDUAL.—The 

term ‘‘severely disabled individual’’ means an 

individual or class of individuals under a phys-

ical or mental disability, other than blindness, 

which (according to criteria established by the 

Committee after consultation with appro-

priate entities of the Federal Government and 

taking into account the views of non-Federal 

Government entities representing the dis-

abled) constitutes a substantial handicap to 

employment and is of a nature that prevents 

the individual from currently engaging in nor-

mal competitive employment. 
(9) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ includes the 

District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin 

Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 

Northern Mariana Islands. 

(Pub. L. 111–350, § 3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3833.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8501(1) ........ 41:48b(1). June 25, 1938, ch. 697, § 5, 52 
Stat. 1196; Pub. L. 92–28, 
§ 1, June 23, 1971, 85 Stat. 
81; Pub. L. 93–358, § 1(3), 
July 25, 1974, 88 Stat. 393; 
Pub. L. 94–273, § 3(22), Apr. 
21, 1976, 90 Stat. 377. 

8501(2) ........ 41:46(a) (words in 
parentheses be-
fore par. (1)). 

June 25, 1938, ch. 697, § 1(a) 
(words in parentheses be-
fore par. (1)), 52 Stat. 1196; 
Pub. L. 92–28, § 1, June 23, 
1971, 85 Stat. 77. 

8501(3) ........ 41:48b(5). 
8501(4) ........ 41:48b(7). 
8501(5) ........ 41:48b(2). 
8501(6) ........ 41:48b(4). 
8501(7) ........ 41:48b(3). 
8501(8) ........ 41:48b(2). 
8501(9) ........ 41:48b(8). 

In this chapter, the word ‘‘disabled’’ is substituted for 

‘‘handicapped’’ for consistency with the name of the 

Committee. The word ‘‘product’’ is substituted for 

‘‘commodity’’ to reflect the current usage of the items 

produced in the Committee’s program. 
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