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§ 152. Competitive procedures 

In division C, the term ‘‘competitive proce-

dures’’ means procedures under which an execu-

tive agency enters into a contract pursuant to 

full and open competition. The term also in-

cludes—
(1) procurement of architectural or engineer-

ing services conducted in accordance with 

chapter 11 of title 40; 
(2) the competitive selection of basic re-

search proposals resulting from a general so-

licitation and the peer review or scientific re-

view (as appropriate) of those proposals; 
(3) the procedures established by the Admin-

istrator of General Services for the multiple 

awards schedule program of the General Serv-

ices Administration if—
(A) participation in the program has been 

open to all responsible sources; and 
(B) orders and contracts under those proce-

dures result in the lowest overall cost alter-

native to meet the needs of the Federal Gov-

ernment;

(4) procurements conducted in furtherance of 

section 15 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 

644) as long as all responsible business con-

cerns that are entitled to submit offers for 

those procurements are permitted to compete; 

and 
(5) a competitive selection of research pro-

posals resulting from a general solicitation 

and peer review or scientific review (as appro-

priate) solicited pursuant to section 9 of that 

Act (15 U.S.C. 638). 

(Pub. L. 111–350, § 3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3683.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

152 ............. 41:259(b). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 
§ 309(b), as added Pub. L. 
98–369, title VII, 
§ 2711(a)(3), July 18, 1984, 98 
Stat. 1180; Pub. L. 98–577, 
§ 504(a)(3), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3086; Pub. L. 105–85, 
title X, § 1073(g)(1), Nov. 
18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1906. 

§ 153. Simplified acquisition threshold for con-
tract in support of humanitarian or peace-
keeping operation 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In division C, the term ‘‘sim-

plified acquisition threshold’’ has the meaning 

provided that term in section 134 of this title, 

except that, in the case of a contract to be 

awarded and performed, or purchase to be made, 

outside the United States in support of a hu-

manitarian or peacekeeping operation, the term 

means an amount equal to two times the 

amount specified for that term in section 134 of 

this title. 
(2) DEFINITION.—In paragraph (1), the term 

‘‘humanitarian or peacekeeping operation’’ 

means a military operation in support of the 

provision of humanitarian or foreign disaster as-

sistance or in support of a peacekeeping oper-

ation under chapter VI or VII of the Charter of 

the United Nations. The term does not include 

routine training, force rotation, or stationing. 

(Pub. L. 111–350, § 3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3683.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153(1) ......... 41:259(d)(1). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
III, § 309(d)(1), as added 
Pub. L. 103–355, title I, 
§ 1551, Oct. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 3299; Pub. L. 104–201, 
title VIII, § 807(b)(1), (2), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2606. 

153(2) ......... 41:259(d)(2). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
III, § 309(d)(2), as added 
Pub. L. 104–201, title VIII, 
§ 807(b)(3), Sept. 23, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2606. 

In paragraph (1), the words ‘‘a contingency operation 

or’’, and the text of 41 U.S.C. 259(d)(2)(A), are omitted 

because the increased simplified acquisition threshold 

established under section 32A of the Office of Federal 

Procurement Policy Act (Public Law 93–400) in the case 

of a contract to be awarded and performed, or purchase 

to be made, outside the United States in support of a 

contingency operation supersedes the threshold estab-

lished under this section. Section 32A is restated as sec-

tion 1903 of the revised title.

DIVISION B—OFFICE OF FEDERAL 
PROCUREMENT POLICY

CHAPTER 11—ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE 
AND AUTHORITY AND FUNCTIONS OF AD-
MINISTRATOR 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

Sec. 

1101. Office of Federal Procurement Policy. 
1102. Administrator. 

SUBCHAPTER II—AUTHORITY AND FUNCTIONS OF 

THE ADMINISTRATOR 

1121. General authority. 
1122. Functions. 
1123. Small business concerns. 
1124. Tests of innovative procurement methods and 

procedures. 
1125. Recipients of Federal grants or assistance. 
1126. Policy regarding consideration of contractor 

past performance. 
1127. Determining benchmark compensation 

amount. 
1128. Maintaining necessary capability with re-

spect to acquisition of architectural and en-

gineering services. 
1129. Center of excellence in contracting for serv-

ices. 
1130. Effect of division on other law. 
1131. Annual report. 

AMENDMENT OF ANALYSIS 

Pub. L. 113–67, div. A, title VII, § 702(b)(2), 

(c), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 1189, provided that, 

applicable only with respect to costs of com-

pensation incurred under contracts entered into 

on or after the date that is 180 days after Dec. 

26, 2013, this analysis is amended by striking 

out item 1127. See 2013 Amendment note below. 
Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title VIII, § 811(c)(2), 

(d), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 806, provided that, 

applicable with respect to costs of compensation 

incurred under contracts entered into on or 

after the date that is 180 days after Dec. 26, 

2013, this analysis is amended by striking out 

item 1127. See 2013 Amendment note below.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title VIII, § 811(c)(2), Dec. 

26, 2013, 127 Stat. 806, and Pub. L. 113–67, div. A, title 



Page 12TITLE 41—PUBLIC CONTRACTS§ 1101

VII, § 702(b)(2), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 1189, struck out 

item 1127 ‘‘Determining benchmark compensation 

amount’’.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

§ 1101. Office of Federal Procurement Policy 

(a) ORGANIZATION.—There is an Office of Fed-

eral Procurement Policy in the Office of Man-

agement and Budget. 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Office of 

Federal Procurement Policy are to—

(1) provide overall direction of Government-

wide procurement policies, regulations, proce-

dures, and forms for executive agencies; and 

(2) promote economy, efficiency, and effec-

tiveness in the procurement of property and 

services by the executive branch of the Fed-

eral Government.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Nec-

essary amounts may be appropriated each fiscal 

year for the Office of Federal Procurement Pol-

icy to carry out the responsibilities of the Office 

for that fiscal year. 

(Pub. L. 111–350, § 3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3684.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1101(a), (b) 41:404(a). Pub. L. 93–400, § (5)(a), Aug. 
30, 1974, 88 Stat. 797; Pub. 
L. 104–106, title XLIII, 
§ 4305(a)(1), Feb. 10, 1996, 
110 Stat. 665. 

1101(c) ........ 41:410. Pub. L. 93–400, § 11, Aug. 30, 
1974, 88 Stat. 799; Pub. L. 
96–83, § 7, Oct. 10, 1979, 93 
Stat 651; Pub. L. 98–191, 
§ 6, Dec. 1, 1983, 97 Stat 
1329; Pub. L. 100–679, § 3(b), 
Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat 4056; 
Pub. L. 104–106, title 
XLIII, § 4305(c)(2), Feb. 10, 
1996, 110 Stat. 665. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

PROMOTING RIGOROUS AND INNOVATIVE COST EFFI-

CIENCIES FOR FEDERAL PROCUREMENT AND ACQUISI-

TIONS 

Pub. L. 117–88, Feb. 22, 2022, 136 Stat. 20, provided 

that:

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Promoting Rigorous 

and Innovative Cost Efficiencies for Federal Procure-

ment and Acquisitions Act of 2021’ or the ‘PRICE Act 

of 2021’.

‘‘SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

‘‘Congress finds that—

‘‘(1) small business participation in the Federal 

marketplace is key to ensuring a strong industrial 

base; 

‘‘(2) the Business Opportunity Development Reform 

Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–656) [see Tables for classi-

fication] sets forth the requirement for the President 

to establish Government-wide goals for procurement 

contracts awarded to small businesses; 

‘‘(3) each year, the Small Business Administration 

works with each Federal agency to set their respec-

tive contracting goals and publishes a scorecard to 

ensure that the total of all Federal agency goals 

meets the required targets for the Federal Govern-

ment; 

‘‘(4) the Department has received among the high-

est scorecard letter grades 10 years in a row and is 

the largest Federal agency to have such a track 

record; 

‘‘(5) in virtually every segment of the economy of 

the United States, including the homeland security 

community, there are small businesses working to 

support the mission and playing a critical role in de-

livering efficient and innovative solutions to the ac-

quisition needs of the Federal Government; 
‘‘(6) the Procurement Innovation Lab of the Depart-

ment—
‘‘(A) is aimed at experimenting with innovative 

acquisition techniques across the Homeland Secu-

rity Enterprise; 
‘‘(B) provides a forum to test new ideas, share les-

sons learned, and promote best practices; 
‘‘(C) fosters cultural changes that promote inno-

vation and managed risk taking through a contin-

uous cycle of testing, obtaining feedback, sharing 

information, and retesting where appropriate; and 
‘‘(D) aims to make the acquisition process more 

smooth and innovative within the construct of the 

Federal Acquisition Regulation for both the Fed-

eral Government and contractors; and 
‘‘(7) despite progress in the adoption of new and bet-

ter business practices by many Federal agencies, the 

overall adoption of modernized business practices and 

advanced technologies across the Federal Govern-

ment remains slow and uneven.

‘‘SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

‘‘In this Act: 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Administrator’ 

means the Administrator for Federal Procurement 

Policy. 
‘‘(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.—The 

term ‘appropriate congressional committees’ means—
‘‘(A) the Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs and the Committee on Small 

Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate; and 
‘‘(B) the Committee on Homeland Security, the 

Committee on Oversight and Reform, and the Com-

mittee on Small Business of the House of Rep-

resentatives. 
‘‘(3) COUNCIL.—The term ‘Council’ means the Chief 

Acquisition Officers Council established under sec-

tion 1311 of title 41, United States Code. 
‘‘(4) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘Department’ means 

the Department of Homeland Security. 
‘‘(5) HOMELAND SECURITY ENTERPRISE.—The term 

‘Homeland Security Enterprise’ has the meaning 

given the term in section 2211(h) of the Homeland Se-

curity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 661(h)) [see 6 U.S.C. 

650(11)]. 
‘‘(6) SCORECARD.—The term ‘scorecard’ means the 

scorecard described in section 868(b) of the National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 [Pub. 

L. 114–92] (15 U.S.C. 644 note) [now 15 U.S.C. 644(y)(6)]. 
‘‘(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means the 

Secretary of Homeland Security. 
‘‘(8) SMALL BUSINESS.—The term ‘small business’ 

means—
‘‘(A) a qualified HUBZone small business concern, 

a small business concern, a small business concern 

owned and controlled by service-disabled veterans, 

or a small business concern owned and controlled 

by women, as those terms are defined in section 3 

of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632); 
‘‘(B) a small business concern owned and con-

trolled by socially and economically disadvantaged 

individuals, as defined in section 8(d)(3)(C) of the 

Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(d)(3)(C)); or 
‘‘(C) a small business concern unconditionally 

owned by an economically disadvantaged Indian 

tribe or an economically disadvantaged Native Ha-

waiian organization that qualifies as a socially and 

economically disadvantaged small business con-

cern, as defined in section 8(a)(4) of the Small Busi-

ness Act (15 U.S.C. 637(a)(4)). 
‘‘(9) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under Sec-

retary’ means the Under Secretary for Management 

of the Department.

‘‘SEC. 4. PROCUREMENT INNOVATION LAB RE-

PORT.

‘‘(a) REPORT.—The Under Secretary shall publish an 

annual report on a website of the Department on Pro-
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