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(5) Consultation 

The task force shall consult with Hawaii agri-
cultural interests and representatives of Hawaii 
conservation organizations about methods of 
preventing the wrongful conveyance, sale, or in-
troduction of nonindigenous plant and animal 
species into Hawaii. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXII, § 320108(a), Sept. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2111.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14221 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-

abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 

Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 

Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-

retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-

lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 

557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 

of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-

ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 

542 of Title 6. For establishment of U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection in the Department of Homeland Se-

curity, treated as if included in Pub. L. 107–296 as of 

Nov. 25, 2002, see section 211 of Title 6, as amended gen-

erally by Pub. L. 114–125, and section 802(b) of Pub. L. 

114–125, set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6. 

ABOLITION OF HOUSE COMMITTEE ON MERCHANT MARINE 

AND FISHERIES 

Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of 

House of Representatives abolished and its jurisdiction 

transferred by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred 

Fourth Congress, Jan. 4, 1995. For treatment of ref-

erences to Committee on Merchant Marine and Fish-

eries, see section 1(b)(3) of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a 

note preceding section 21 of Title 2, The Congress. 

§ 12642. Coordination of substance abuse treat-
ment and prevention programs 

The Attorney General shall consult with the 
Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services in establishing and carrying 
out the substance abuse treatment and preven-
tion components of the programs authorized 
under this Act, to assure coordination of pro-
grams, eliminate duplication of efforts and en-
hance the effectiveness of such services. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXII, § 320401, Sept. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2114.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 103–322, Sept. 

13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1796, known as the Violent Crime Con-

trol and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 

1994 Act note set out under section 10101 of this title 

and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14222 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 12643. Edward Byrne Memorial Formula Grant 
Program 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to pro-
hibit or exclude the expenditure of appropria-
tions to grant recipients that would have been 
or are eligible to receive grants under subpart 1 
of part E of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 [34 U.S.C. 10151 et seq.]. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXII, § 320919, Sept. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2130.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 103–322, Sept. 

13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1796, known as the Violent Crime Con-

trol and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 

1994 Act note set out under section 10101 of this title 

and Tables. 

The Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 

1968, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 90–351, June 19, 1968, 

82 Stat. 197. The reference to subpart 1 of part E of the 

Act probably means subpart 1 of part E of title I of the 

Act which is classified generally to part A (§ 10151 et 

seq.) of subchapter V of chapter 101 of this title. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title of 1968 Act note set out under section 10101 

of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14223 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Subtitle II—Protection of Children 
and Other Persons 

CHAPTER 201—VICTIM RIGHTS, 
COMPENSATION, AND ASSISTANCE 

SUBCHAPTER I—CRIME VICTIMS FUND 

Sec. 

20101. Crime Victims Fund. 

20102. Crime victim compensation. 

20103. Crime victim assistance. 

20104. Child abuse prevention and treatment grants. 

20105. Compensation and assistance to victims of 

terrorism or mass violence. 

20106. Compensation to victims of international ter-

rorism. 

20107. Crime victims legal assistance grants. 

20108. Crime victims notification grants. 

20109. Sexual assault survivors’ notification grants. 

20110. Administrative provisions. 

20111. Establishment of Office for Victims of Crime. 

SUBCHAPTER II—VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIO-

LENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, SEXUAL ASSAULT, 

AND STALKING 

20121. Legal assistance for victims. 

20122. Education, training, and enhanced services to 

end violence against and abuse of individ-

uals with disabilities and Deaf people. 

20123. Grants for outreach and services to under-

served populations. 

20124. Enhancing culturally specific services for vic-

tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 

sexual assault, and stalking. 

20125. Grants to combat violent crimes on cam-

puses. 

20126. Consultation. 

20127. Emergency and transitional pet shelter and 

housing assistance grant program. 

20128. Agency and department coordination. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

Sec. 

20129. LGBT specific services program. 

20130. Study and reports on barriers to survivors’ 

economic security access. 

20131. Media campaign. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ADDITIONAL VICTIM 

COMPENSATION AND SERVICES 

20141. Services to victims. 

20142. Closed circuit televised court proceedings for 

victims of crime. 

20143. Grants for young witness assistance. 

20144. Justice for United States victims of state 

sponsored terrorism. 

20145. Elimination of barriers.

SUBCHAPTER I—CRIME VICTIMS FUND 

§ 20101. Crime Victims Fund 

(a) Establishment 

There is created in the Treasury a separate ac-
count to be known as the Crime Victims Fund 
(hereinafter in this subchapter referred to as the 
‘‘Fund’’). 

(b) Fines deposited in Fund; penalties; forfeited 
appearance bonds 

Except as limited by subsection (c), there shall 
be deposited in the Fund—

(1) all fines that are collected from persons 
convicted of offenses against the United 
States except—

(A) fines available for use by the Secretary 
of the Treasury pursuant to—

(i) section 11(d) of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act (16 U.S.C. 1540(d)); and 

(ii) section 6(d) of the Lacey Act Amend-
ments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3375(d)); and

(B) fines to be paid into—
(i) the railroad unemployment insurance 

account pursuant to the Railroad Unem-
ployment Insurance Act (45 U.S.C. 351 et 
seq.); 

(ii) the Postal Service Fund pursuant to 
sections 2601(a)(2) and 2003 of title 39 and 
for the purposes set forth in section 
404(a)(7) of title 39; 

(iii) the navigable waters revolving fund 
pursuant to section 311 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1321); and 

(iv) county public school funds pursuant 
to section 3613 of title 18;

(2) penalty assessments collected under sec-
tion 3013 of title 18; 1 

(3) the proceeds of forfeited appearance 
bonds, bail bonds, and collateral collected 
under section 3146 of title 18; 

(4) any money ordered to be paid into the 
Fund under section 3671(c)(2) of title 18; 

(5) any gifts, bequests, or donations to the 
Fund from private entities or individuals, 
which the Director is hereby authorized to ac-
cept for deposit into the Fund, except that the 
Director is not hereby authorized to accept 
any such gift, bequest, or donation that—

(A) attaches conditions inconsistent with 
applicable laws or regulations; or 

(B) is conditioned upon or would require 
the expenditure of appropriated funds that 

are not available to the Office for Victims of 
Crime; and

(6) any funds that would otherwise be depos-
ited in the general fund of the Treasury col-
lected pursuant to—

(A) a deferred prosecution agreement; or 
(B) a non-prosecution agreement. 

(c) Retention of sums in Fund; availability for ex-
penditure without fiscal year limitation 

Sums deposited in the Fund shall remain in 
the Fund and be available for expenditure under 
this subchapter for grants under this subchapter 
without fiscal year limitation. Notwithstanding 
subsection (d)(5), all sums deposited in the Fund 
in any fiscal year that are not made available 
for obligation by Congress in the subsequent fis-
cal year shall remain in the Fund for obligation 
in future fiscal years, without fiscal year limita-
tion. 

(d) Availability for judicial branch administra-
tive costs; grant program percentages 

The Fund shall be available as follows: 
(1) Repealed. Pub. L. 105–119, title I, 

§ 109(a)(1), Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat. 2457. 
(2)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph 

(B), the first $10,000,000 deposited in the Fund 
shall be available for grants under section 
20104 of this title. 

(B)(i) For any fiscal year for which the 
amount deposited in the Fund is greater than 
the amount deposited in the Fund for fiscal 
year 1998, the $10,000,000 referred to in subpara-
graph (A) plus an amount equal to 50 percent 
of the increase in the amount from fiscal year 
1998 shall be available for grants under section 
20104 of this title. 

(ii) Amounts available under this subpara-
graph for any fiscal year shall not exceed 
$20,000,000. 

(3)(A) Of the sums remaining in the Fund in 
any particular fiscal year after compliance 
with paragraph (2), such sums as may be nec-
essary shall be available only for—

(i) the United States Attorneys Offices and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to pro-
vide and improve services for the benefit of 
crime victims in the Federal criminal jus-
tice system (as described in section 3771 or 
section 3772, as it relates to direct services, 
of title 18 and section 20141 of this title) 
through victim coordinators, victims’ spe-
cialists, and advocates, including for the ad-
ministrative support of victim coordinators 
and advocates providing such services; and 

(ii) a Victim Notification System.

(B) Amounts made available under subpara-
graph (A) may not be used for any purpose 
that is not specified in clause (i) or (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A). 

(4) Of the remaining amount to be distrib-
uted from the Fund in a particular fiscal 
year—

(A) 47.5 percent shall be available for 
grants under section 20102 of this title; 

(B) 47.5 percent shall be available for 
grants under section 20103(a) of this title; 
and 

(C) 5 percent shall be available for grants 
under section 20103(c) of this title.
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2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘ ‘Indian tribe’ ’’. 

(5)(A) In addition to the amounts distributed 
under paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), the Director 
may set aside up to $50,000,000 from the 
amounts transferred to the Fund in response 
to the airplane hijackings and terrorist acts 
that occurred on September 11, 2001, as an 
antiterrorism emergency reserve. The Direc-
tor may replenish any amounts obligated from 
such reserve in subsequent fiscal years by set-
ting aside up to 5 percent of the amounts re-
maining in the Fund in any fiscal year after 
distributing amounts under paragraphs (2), (3) 
and (4). Such reserve shall not exceed 
$50,000,000. 

(B) The antiterrorism emergency reserve re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) may be used for 
supplemental grants under section 20105 of this 
title and to provide compensation to victims 
of international terrorism under section 20106 
of this title. 

(C) Amounts in the antiterrorism emergency 
reserve established pursuant to subparagraph 
(A) may be carried over from fiscal year to fis-
cal year. Notwithstanding subsection (c) and 
section 619 of the Departments of Commerce, 
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001 (and any 
similar limitation on Fund obligations in any 
future Act, unless the same should expressly 
refer to this section), any such amounts car-
ried over shall not be subject to any limita-
tion on obligations from amounts deposited to 
or available in the Fund. 

(6)(A) The Director may set aside up to 
$10,000,000 of the amounts remaining in the 
Fund in any fiscal year after distributing the 
amounts under paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), in a 
Child Pornography Victims Reserve, which 
may be used by the Attorney General for pay-
ments under section 2259(d) of title 18. 

(B) Amounts in the reserve may be carried 
over from fiscal year to fiscal year, but the 
total amount of the reserve shall not exceed 
$10,000,000. Notwithstanding subsection (c) and 
any limitation on Fund obligations in any fu-
ture Act, unless the same should expressly 
refer to this section, any such amounts carried 
over shall not be subject to any limitation on 
obligations from amounts deposited to or 
available in the Fund. 

(e) Amounts awarded and unspent 

Any amount awarded as part of a grant under 
this subchapter that remains unspent at the end 
of a fiscal year in which the grant is made may 
be expended for the purpose for which the grant 
is made at any time during the 3 succeeding fis-
cal years, at the end of which period, any re-
maining unobligated sums shall be available for 
deposit into the emergency reserve fund referred 
to in subsection (d)(5) at the discretion of the 
Director, except that renewals and extensions 
beyond that period may be granted at the dis-
cretion of the Attorney General. Any remaining 
unobligated sums shall be returned to the Fund. 

(f) ‘‘Offenses against the United States’’ as ex-
cluding 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘offenses 
against the United States’’ does not include—

(1) a criminal violation of the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice (10 U.S.C. 801 et seq.); 

(2) an offense against the laws of the District 
of Columbia; and 

(3) an offense triable by an Indian tribal 
court or Court of Indian Offenses. 

(g) Grants for Indian tribes; child abuse cases 

(1) The Attorney General shall use 15 percent 
of the funds available under subsection (d)(2) to 
make grants for the purpose of assisting Native 
American Indian tribes in developing, estab-
lishing, and operating programs designed to im-
prove—

(A) the handling of child abuse cases, par-
ticularly cases of child sexual abuse, in a man-
ner which limits additional trauma to the 
child victim; and 

(B) the investigation and prosecution of 
cases of child abuse, particularly child sexual 
abuse.

(2) The Attorney General may use 5 percent of 
the funds available under subsection (d)(2) (prior 
to distribution) for grants to Indian tribes to es-
tablish child victim assistance programs, as ap-
propriate. 

(3) As used in this subsection, the term 
‘‘tribe’’ 2 has the meaning given that term in 
section 5304(b) 1 of title 25. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1402, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2170; Pub. L. 99–401, title I, § 102(b)(1), (2), 
Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 904; Pub. L. 99–646, § 82, 
Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3619; Pub. L. 100–690, title 
VII, §§ 7121, 7124, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4419, 4422; 
Pub. L. 101–647, title V, § 504, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4822; Pub. L. 102–572, title X, § 1001, Oct. 29, 
1992, 106 Stat. 4520; Pub. L. 103–121, title I, 
§ 110(a), Oct. 27, 1993, 107 Stat. 1164; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXIII, § 230201, title XXXIII, 
§ 330025(a), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2079, 2151; Pub. 
L. 104–132, title II, §§ 232(b), (c)(1), 236, Apr. 24, 
1996, 110 Stat. 1243, 1244, 1247; Pub. L. 104–208, div. 
A, title I, § 101(a) [title I, § 112], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3009, 3009–21; Pub. L. 105–119, title I, § 109(a), 
Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat. 2457; Pub. L. 106–113, div. 
B, § 1000(a)(1) [title I, § 119], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 
Stat. 1535, 1501A–22; Pub. L. 106–177, title I, 
§ 104(a), Mar. 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 36; Pub. L. 106–386, 
div. C, § 2003(b), (c)(2), (d), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1544, 1546; Pub. L. 106–553, § 1(a)(2) [title I, § 113, 
formerly § 114], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2762, 
2762A–68, renumbered Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) 
[div. A, § 213(a)(2)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 
2763A–179; Pub. L. 107–56, title VI, § 621(a)–(d), 
Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 370, 371; Pub. L. 107–77, 
title I, § 111, Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 765; Pub. L. 
109–162, title XI, § 1132, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3107; 
Pub. L. 109–435, title I, § 102(b), Dec. 20, 2006, 120 
Stat. 3200; Pub. L. 113–163, § 3, Aug. 8, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1866; Pub. L. 114–22, title I, § 113(b), May 29, 
2015, 129 Stat. 241; Pub. L. 114–236, § 2(c), Oct. 7, 
2016, 130 Stat. 967; Pub. L. 115–299, § 5(b), Dec. 7, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4387; Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(a), July 22, 
2021, 135 Stat. 301.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act, referred 

to in subsec. (b)(1)(B)(i), is act June 25, 1938, ch. 680, 52 

Stat. 1094, which is classified principally to chapter 11 
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(§ 351 et seq.) of Title 45, Railroads. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see section 367 of Title 

45 and Tables. 

Section 3613 of title 18, referred to in subsec. 

(b)(1)(B)(iv), was repealed effective on the first day of 

the first calendar month beginning 36 months after Oct. 

12, 1984 (Nov. 1, 1987), by Pub. L. 98–473, title II, 

§§ 212(a)(2), 235(a)(1), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1987, 2031, as 

amended. 

Section 3671(c)(2) of title 18, referred to in subsec. 

(b)(4), was renumbered section 3681(c)(2) by Pub. L. 

99–646, § 41(a), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3600. 

Section 619 of the Departments of Commerce, Justice, 

and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-

priations Act, 2001, referred to in subsec. (d)(5)(C), is 

section 1(a)(2) [title VI, § 619] of Pub. L. 106–553, which 

was formerly set out as a note below. 

The Uniform Code of Military Justice, referred to in 

subsec. (f)(1), is classified generally to chapter 47 (§ 801 

et seq.) of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

Section 5304 of title 25, referred to in subsec. (g)(3), 

has been amended, and subsec. (b) of section 5304 no 

longer defines the term ‘‘Indian tribe’’. However, such 

term is defined elsewhere in that section. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10601 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(a)(1), added par. 

(6). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(a)(2), substituted ‘‘Di-

rector, except that renewals and extensions beyond 

that period may be granted at the discretion of the At-

torney General’’ for ‘‘Director’’. 

2018—Subsec. (d)(6). Pub. L. 115–299 added par. (6). 

2016—Subsec. (d)(3)(A)(i). Pub. L. 114–236 inserted ‘‘or 

section 3772, as it relates to direct services,’’ after ‘‘sec-

tion 3771’’. 

2015—Subsec. (d)(3)(A)(i). Pub. L. 114–22 inserted ‘‘sec-

tion’’ before ‘‘3771’’. 

2014—Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 113–163 designated exist-

ing provisions as subpar. (A), substituted ‘‘available 

only for—’’ for ‘‘available for the United States Attor-

neys Offices and the Federal Bureau of Investigation to 

improve services for the benefit of crime victims in the 

Federal criminal justice system, and for a Victim Noti-

fication System.’’, added cls. (i) and (ii) of subpar. (A), 

and added subpar. (B). 

2006—Subsec. (b)(1)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 109–435 substituted 

‘‘404(a)(7)’’ for ‘‘404(a)(8)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1132(1), struck out pe-

riod at end and inserted ‘‘, which the Director is hereby 

authorized to accept for deposit into the Fund, except 

that the Director is not hereby authorized to accept 

any such gift, bequest, or donation that—’’ and subpars. 

(A) and (B). 

Subsec. (d)(5)(A). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1132(2), substituted 

‘‘obligated’’ for ‘‘expended’’. 

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1132(3)(A), struck out 

‘‘, acting through the Director,’’ after ‘‘Attorney Gen-

eral’’. 

Subsec. (g)(2), (3). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1132(3)(B), (C), 

added par. (2) and redesignated former par. (2) as (3). 

2001—Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 107–56, § 621(a), added par. 

(5). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–77, § 111(b), amended heading 

and text of subsec. (c) to read as it did the day before 

enactment of amendment by Pub. L. 107–56. Text, as 

amended generally by Pub. L. 107–56, read as follows: 

‘‘(1) Subject to the availability of money in the Fund, 

in each fiscal year, beginning with fiscal year 2003, the 

Director shall distribute not less than 90 percent nor 

more than 110 percent of the amount distributed from 

the Fund in the previous fiscal year, except the Direc-

tor may distribute up to 120 percent of the amount dis-

tributed in the previous fiscal year in any fiscal year 

that the total amount available in the Fund is more 

than 2 times the amount distributed in the previous fis-

cal year. 
‘‘(2) In each fiscal year, the Director shall distribute 

amounts from the Fund in accordance with subsection 

(d) of this section. All sums not distributed during a 

fiscal year shall remain in reserve in the Fund to be 

distributed during a subsequent fiscal year. Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, all sums deposited 

in the Fund that are not distributed shall remain in re-

serve in the Fund for obligation in future fiscal years, 

without fiscal year limitation.’’
Pub. L. 107–56, § 621(b), amended heading and text of 

subsec. (c) generally. 
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 107–77, § 111(a), inserted before 

period at end ‘‘, and for a Victim Notification System’’. 
Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 107–56, § 621(c), substituted ‘‘to 

be distributed from’’ for ‘‘deposited in’’ in introductory 

provisions, ‘‘47.5 percent’’ for ‘‘48.5 percent’’ in subpars. 

(A) and (B), and ‘‘5 percent’’ for ‘‘3 percent’’ in subpar. 

(C). 
Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 107–56, § 621(d), amended par. (5) 

generally. Prior to amendment, par. (5) read as follows: 
‘‘(5)(A) If the sums available in the Fund are suffi-

cient to fully provide grants to the States pursuant to 

section 10602(a)(1) of this title, the Director may retain 

any portion of the Fund that was deposited during a 

fiscal year that was in excess of 110 percent of the total 

amount deposited in the Fund during the preceding fis-

cal year as an emergency reserve. Such reserve shall 

not exceed $100,000,000. 
‘‘(B) The emergency reserve referred to in subpara-

graph (A) may be used for supplemental grants under 

section 10603b of this title, to provide compensation to 

victims of international terrorism under the program 

under section 10603c of this title, and to supplement the 

funds available to provide grants to States for com-

pensation and assistance in accordance with sections 

10602 and 10603 of this title in years in which supple-

mental grants are needed.’’
2000—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–386, § 2003(d), which di-

rected insertion of ‘‘Notwithstanding subsection (d)(5), 

all sums deposited in the Fund in any fiscal year that 

are not made available for obligation by Congress in 

the subsequent fiscal year shall remain in the Fund for 

obligation in future fiscal years, without fiscal year 

limitation.’’ at the end of section 1402(c) of the Victims 

of Crime Act 1984, was executed by making the inser-

tion at the end of subsec. (c) of this section, which is 

section 1402 of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, to re-

flect the probable intent of Congress. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 106–177 designated existing pro-

visions as subpar. (A), substituted ‘‘Except as provided 

in subparagraph (B), the first $10,000,000’’ for ‘‘The first 

$10,000,000’’, and added subpar. (B). 
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 106–553, as renumbered by Pub. 

L. 106–554, inserted ‘‘and the Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation’’ after ‘‘United States Attorneys Offices’’. 
Subsec. (d)(5)(A). Pub. L. 106–386, § 2003(b)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘$100,000,000’’ for ‘‘$50,000,000’’. 
Subsec. (d)(5)(B). Pub. L. 106–386, § 2003(c)(2), inserted 

‘‘, to provide compensation to victims of international 

terrorism under the program under section 10603c of 

this title,’’ after ‘‘section 10603b of this title’’. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 106–386, § 2003(b)(2), substituted 

‘‘shall be available for deposit into the emergency re-

serve fund referred to in subsection (d)(5) at the discre-

tion of the Director. Any remaining unobligated sums’’ 

for ‘‘in excess of $500,000 shall be returned to the Treas-

ury. Any remaining unobligated sums in an amount 

less than $500,000’’. 
1999—Subsec. (d)(3) to (5). Pub. L. 106–113 added par. 

(3), redesignated former pars. (3) and (4) as (4) and (5), 

respectively, and struck out former par. (5) which read 

as follows: ‘‘The Director may set aside up to $500,000 of 

the reserve fund described in paragraph (4) to make 

supplemental grants to United States Attorneys Offices 
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to provide necessary assistance to victims of the bomb-

ing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Okla-

homa City, to facilitate observation of and/or partici-

pation by such victims in trial proceedings arising 

therefrom, including, without limitation, provision of 

lodging and travel assistance, and to pay such other, 

related expenses determined to be necessary by the Di-

rector.’’
1997—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 105–119, § 109(a)(1), struck 

out par. (1) which read as follows: ‘‘The first $6,200,000 

deposited in the Fund in each of the fiscal years 1992 

through 1995 and the first $3,000,000 in each fiscal year 

thereafter shall be available to the judicial branch for 

administrative costs to carry out the functions of the 

judicial branch under sections 3611 and 3612 of title 18.’’
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 105–119, § 109(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘The first’’ for ‘‘the next’’. 
1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–132, § 232(c)(1)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘under this chapter’’ for ‘‘under this sub-

section’’. 
Subsec. (d)(3)(B). Pub. L. 104–132, § 236, substituted 

‘‘section 10603(a) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 10603a of 

this title’’. 
Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 104–132, § 232(b), amended par. 

(4) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘The Director may retain any portion of the 

Fund that was deposited during a fiscal year that is in 

excess of 110 percent of the total amount deposited in 

the Fund during the preceding fiscal year as a reserve 

for use in a year in which the Fund falls below the 

amount available in the previous year. Such reserve 

may not exceed $20,000,000.’’
Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 104–208 added par. (5). 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–208 substituted ‘‘3 succeeding 

fiscal years’’ for ‘‘2 succeeding fiscal years’’. 
Pub. L. 104–132, § 232(c)(1)(B), reenacted heading with-

out change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), any sums 

awarded as part of a grant under this chapter that re-

main unspent at the end of a fiscal year in which such 

grant is made may be expended for the purpose for 

which such grant is made at any time during the next 

succeeding fiscal year, at the end of which year any re-

maining unobligated sums shall be returned to the gen-

eral fund of the Treasury. 
‘‘(2) For the purposes of the application of paragraph 

(1) to any grant under this chapter with respect to fis-

cal year 1985, there shall be substituted in such para-

graph ‘two succeeding fiscal years’ for ‘succeeding fis-

cal year’ and ‘which period’ for ‘which year’.’’
1994—Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230201(a)(1), 

added par. (2) and struck out former par. (2) which read 

as follows: ‘‘Of the next $100,000,000 deposited in the 

Fund in a particular fiscal year—
‘‘(A) 49.5 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10602 of this title; 
‘‘(B) 45 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(a) of this title; 
‘‘(C) 1 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(c) of this title; and 
‘‘(D) 4.5 percent shall be available for grants as pro-

vided in section 10603a of this title.’’
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330025(a), which di-

rected amendment of par. (3) by substituting ‘‘section 

10603a’’ for ‘‘section 10603(a)’’ was executed to subpar. 

(B). 
Pub. L. 103–322, § 230201(a)(2), added par. (3) and struck 

out former par. (3) which read as follows: ‘‘The next 

$5,500,000 deposited in the Fund in a particular fiscal 

year shall be available for grants under section 10603a 

of this title.’’
Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230201(a)(3), added par. 

(4) and struck out former par. (4) which read as follows: 

‘‘The next $4,500,000 deposited in the Fund in a par-

ticular fiscal year shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(a) of this title.’’
Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230201(a)(4), struck out 

par. (5) which read as follows: ‘‘Any deposits in the 

Fund in a particular fiscal year that remain after the 

funds are distributed under paragraphs (1) through (4) 

shall be available as follows: 
‘‘(A) 47.5 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10602 of this title. 
‘‘(B) 47.5 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(a) of this title. 
‘‘(C) 5 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(c) of this title.’’
Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230201(b), substituted 

‘‘subsection (d)(2)’’ for ‘‘subsection (d)(2)(D)’’. 
1993—Subsec. (d)(2)(C), (D). Pub. L. 103–121, § 110(a)(1), 

added subpars. (C) and (D). 
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 103–121, § 110(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘section 10603a of this title’’ for ‘‘section 10603(a) of 

this title’’. 
Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 103–121, § 110(a)(3), substituted 

‘‘subsection (d)(2)(D)’’ for ‘‘subsection (d)(2)(A)(iv)’’. 
1992—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–572, § 1001(1), added sub-

sec. (c) and struck out former subsec. (c) which read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1)(A) If the total deposited in the Fund during a 

particular fiscal year reaches the ceiling sum described 

in subparagraph (B), the excess over the ceiling sum 

shall not be part of the Fund. The first $2,200,000 of such 

excess shall be available to the judicial branch for ad-

ministrative costs to carry out the functions of the ju-

dicial branch under sections 3611 and 3612 of title 18 and 

the remaining excess shall be deposited in the general 

fund of the Treasury. 
‘‘(B) The ceiling sum referred to in subparagraph (A) 

is—
‘‘(i) $125,000,000 through fiscal year 1990; and 
‘‘(ii) $150,000,000 thereafter through fiscal year 1994. 

‘‘(2) No deposits shall be made in the Fund after Sep-

tember 30, 1994.’’
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 102–572, § 1001(2), added subsec. (d) 

and struck out former subsec. (d) which read as follows: 
‘‘(1) Sums deposited in the Fund shall remain in the 

Fund and be available for expenditure under this sub-

section for grants under this chapter without fiscal 

year limitation. 
‘‘(2) The Fund shall be available as follows: 

‘‘(A) Of the first $100,000,000 deposited in the Fund 

in a particular fiscal year—
‘‘(i) 49.5 percent shall be available for grants 

under section 10602 of this title; 
‘‘(ii) 45 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(a) of this title; 

‘‘(iii) 1 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(c) of this title; and 

‘‘(iv) 4.5 percent shall be available for grants as 

provided in section 10603a of this title. 

‘‘(B) The next $5,500,000 deposited in the Fund in a 

particular fiscal year shall be available for grants as 

provided in section 10603a of this title. 

‘‘(C) Any deposits in the Fund in a particular fiscal 

year in excess of $105,500,000, but not in excess of 

$110,000,000, shall be available for grants under sec-

tion 10603(a) of this title. 

‘‘(D) Any deposits in the Fund in a particular fiscal 

year in excess of $110,000,000 shall be available as fol-

lows: 

‘‘(i) 47.5 percent shall be available for grants 

under section 10602 of this title; 

‘‘(ii) 47.5 percent shall be available for grants 

under section 10603(a) of this title; and 

‘‘(iii) 5 percent shall be available for grants under 

section 10603(c)(1)(B) of this title.’’

1990—Subsec. (c)(1)(B)(i). Pub. L. 101–647 substituted 

‘‘1990’’ for ‘‘1991’’. 

1988—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7121(a), amended 

subsec. (c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) 

read as follows: 

‘‘(1) If the total deposited in the Fund during a par-

ticular fiscal year reaches the sum of $110 million, the 

excess over that sum shall be deposited in the general 

fund of the Treasury and shall not be a part of the 

Fund. 

‘‘(2) No deposits shall be made in the Fund after Sep-

tember 30, 1988.’’
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Subsec. (d)(2)(C). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7121(b)(2), inserted 

‘‘, but not in excess of $110,000,000,’’ after ‘‘$105,500,000’’. 
Subsec. (d)(2)(D). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7121(b)(1), added 

subpar. (D). 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7124, added subsec. (g). 
1986—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 99–401, § 102(b)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘$110 million’’ for ‘‘$100 million’’. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 99–401, § 102(b)(2), amended par. 

(2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘Fifty percent of the total deposited in the Fund 

during a particular fiscal year shall be available for 

grants under section 10602 of this title and fifty percent 

shall be available for grants under section 10603 of this 

title.’’
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 99–646 designated existing provi-

sion as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), any’’ for ‘‘Any’’, and added par. (2).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Jan. 1, 1993, 

see section 1101 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 

under section 905 of Title 2, The Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7129, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 

4423, as amended by Pub. L. 101–647, title V, § 505, Nov. 

29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4822, provided that: ‘‘The amendments 

made by this chapter [probably means this subtitle, 

subtitle D (§§ 7121–7130) of title VII of Pub. L. 100–690, 

enacting section 20111 of this title, amending this sec-

tion and sections 20102, 20103, and 20110 of this title, and 

enacting provisions set out as a note under this sec-

tion] shall not apply with respect to a State compensa-

tion program that was an eligible State crime victim 

compensation program on the date of the enactment of 

this Act [Nov. 18, 1988] until October 1, 1991.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1409, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 

2178, provided that: 
‘‘(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), this chapter 

[chapter XIV (§§ 1401–1411) of title II of Pub. L. 98–473, 

see Short Title of 1984 Act note set out under section 

10101 of this title] and the amendments made by this 

chapter shall take effect thirty days after the date of 

enactment of this joint resolution [Oct. 12, 1984]. 
‘‘(b) Sections 1402, 1403, 1404, and 1407 of this chapter 

[enacting this subchapter] shall take effect on October 

1, 1984.’’

REPORT 

Pub. L. 117–347, title III, § 322, Jan. 5, 2023, 136 Stat. 

6206, provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the 

date on which the National Academy of Sciences sub-

mits the report required under section 3(c) of the Bet-

ter Cybercrime Metrics Act [Pub. L. 117–116] (34 U.S.C. 

30109 note), and once each year thereafter, the Director 

of the Office for Victims of Crime shall submit a report 

to the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate and 

the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-

resentatives that addresses, to the extent data are 

available, the nature, extent, and amount of funding 

under the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (34 U.S.C. 20101 

et seq.) for victims of cybercrimes against individuals. 
‘‘(b) CONTENTS.—The report required under subsection 

(a) shall include—
‘‘(1) an analysis of victims’ assistance, victims’ 

compensation, and discretionary grants under which 

victims of cybercrimes against individuals received 

assistance; and 
‘‘(2) recommendations for improving services for 

victims of cybercrimes against individuals.’’
[For definition of ‘‘cybercrime against individuals’’ 

as used in section 322 of Pub. L. 117–347, set out above, 

see section 30107(a) of this title, as made applicable by 

section 3 of Pub. L. 117–347, which is set out as a note 

under section 20145 of this title.] 

VICTIMS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

Pub. L. 107–56, title VI, § 621(e), Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 

371, provided that: ‘‘Amounts transferred to the Crime 

Victims Fund for use in responding to the airplane hi-

jackings and terrorist acts (including any related 

search, rescue, relief, assistance, or other similar ac-

tivities) that occurred on September 11, 2001, shall not 

be subject to any limitation on obligations from 

amounts deposited to or available in the Fund, not-

withstanding—

‘‘(1) section 619 of the Departments of Commerce, 

Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agen-

cies Appropriations Act, 2001 [section 1(a)(2) [title VI, 

§ 619] of Pub. L. 106–553, formerly set out as a note 

below], and any similar limitation on Fund obliga-

tions in such Act for Fiscal Year 2002 [see Pub. L. 

107–77, title VI, § 619, Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 802, for-

merly set out as a note below]; and 

‘‘(2) subsections (c) and (d) of section 1402 of the 

Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601) [now 34 

U.S.C. 20101].’’

LIMITATION ON AMOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR OBLIGATION 

Pub. L. 117–328, div. B, title V, § 510, Dec. 29, 2022, 136 

Stat. 4556, provided in part that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, amounts deposited or available 

in the Fund established by section 1402 of chapter XIV 

of title II of Public Law 98–473 (34 U.S.C. 20101) in any 

fiscal year in excess of $1,900,000,000 shall not be avail-

able for obligation until the following fiscal year’’. 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 117–103, div. B, title V, § 510, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 

Stat. 145. 

Pub. L. 116–260, div. B, title V, § 510, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 

Stat. 1277. 

Pub. L. 116–93, div. B, title V, § 510, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 

Stat. 2426. 

Pub. L. 116–6, div. C, title V, § 510, Feb. 15, 2019, 133 

Stat. 130. 

Pub. L. 115–141, div. B, title V, § 510, Mar. 23, 2018, 132 

Stat. 437. 

Pub. L. 115–31, div. B, title III, § 510, May 5, 2017, 131 

Stat. 221. 

Pub. L. 114–113, div. B, title V, § 510, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 

Stat. 2324. 

Pub. L. 113–235, div. B, title V, § 510, Dec. 16, 2014, 128 

Stat. 2210. 

Pub. L. 113–76, div. B, title V, § 510, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 

Stat. 79. 

Pub. L. 113–6, div. B, title V, § 510, Mar. 26, 2013, 127 

Stat. 271. 

Pub. L. 112–55, div. B, title V, § 512, Nov. 18, 2011, 125 

Stat. 632. 

Pub. L. 111–117, div. B, title V, § 512, Dec. 16, 2009, 123 

Stat. 3151. 

Pub. L. 111–8, div. B, title V, § 512, Mar. 11, 2009, 123 

Stat. 596. 

Pub. L. 110–161, div. B, title V, § 513, Dec. 26, 2007, 121 

Stat. 1926. 

Pub. L. 109–108, title VI, § 612, Nov. 22, 2005, 119 Stat. 

2336. 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. B, title VI, § 616, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 

Stat. 2915. 

Pub. L. 108–199, div. B, title VI, § 618, Jan. 23, 2004, 118 

Stat. 95. 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. B, title VI, § 617, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 

Stat. 102. 

Pub. L. 107–77, title VI, § 619, Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 

802. 

Pub. L. 106–553, § 1(a)(2) [title VI, § 619], Dec. 21, 2000, 

114 Stat. 2762, 2762A–107. 

Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(1) [title VI, § 620], Nov. 

29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A–55. 

INTERACTION WITH ANY CAP 

Pub. L. 106–177, title I, § 104(b), Mar. 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 

36, provided that: ‘‘Subsection (a) [amending this sec-

tion] shall be implemented so that any increase in 
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funding provided thereby shall operate notwithstanding 

any dollar limitation on the availability of the Crime 

Victims Fund established under the Victims of Crime 

Act of 1984 [34 U.S.C. 20101 et seq.].’’

TRANSFER OF CERTAIN UNOBLIGATED FUNDS 

Pub. L. 105–119, title I, § 109(b), Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat. 

2457, provided that: ‘‘Any unobligated sums hitherto 

available to the judicial branch pursuant to the para-

graph repealed by subsection (a) [former 34 U.S.C. 

20101(d)(1)] shall be deemed to be deposits into the 

Crime Victims Fund as of the effective date hereof 

[Nov. 26, 1997] and may be used by the Director of the 

Office for Victims of Crime to improve services for the 

benefit of crime victims, including the processing and 

tracking of criminal monetary penalties and related 

litigation activities, in the Federal criminal justice 

system.’’

RETROACTIVE TRANSFER TO FUND 

Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7130, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 

4423, provided that: ‘‘An amount equivalent to those 

sums which would have been placed in the Fund under 

section 1402(b) of the Victims of Crime Act [34 U.S.C. 

20101(b)], but for the effect of section 1402(c)(2) of such 

Act, is hereby transferred to the Fund from any sums 

not appropriated from the general treasury.’’

§ 20102. Crime victim compensation 

(a) Authority of Director; grants 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Di-
rector shall make an annual grant from the 
Fund to an eligible crime victim compensation 
program of 75 percent of the amounts awarded 
during the preceding fiscal year, other than 
amounts awarded for property damage. Except 
as provided in paragraph (4), a grant under this 
section shall be used by such program only for 
awards of compensation. 

(2) If the sums available in the Fund for grants 
under this section are insufficient to provide 
grants as provided in paragraph (1), the Director 
shall make, from the sums available, a grant to 
each eligible crime victim compensation pro-
gram so that all such programs receive the same 
percentage of the amounts awarded by such pro-
gram during the preceding fiscal year, other 
than amounts awarded for property damage. 

(3) For the purposes of calculating amounts 
awarded in the previous fiscal year under this 
subsection, the Director shall not require eligi-
ble crime victim compensation programs to de-
duct recovery costs or collections from restitu-
tion or from subrogation for payment under a 
civil lawsuit. 

(4) Not more than 5 percent of a grant made 
under this section may be used for training pur-
poses and the administration of the State crime 
victim compensation program receiving the 
grant. 

(b) Eligible crime victim compensation programs 

A crime victim compensation program is an 
eligible crime victim compensation program for 
the purposes of this section if—

(1) such program is operated by a State and 
offers compensation to victims and survivors 
of victims of criminal violence, including 
drunk driving and domestic violence for—

(A) medical expenses attributable to a 
physical injury resulting from compensable 
crime, including expenses for mental health 
counseling and care; 

(B) loss of wages attributable to a physical 
injury resulting from a compensable crime; 
and 

(C) funeral expenses attributable to a 
death resulting from a compensable crime;

(2) such program promotes victim coopera-
tion with the reasonable requests of law en-
forcement authorities, except if a program de-
termines such cooperation may be impacted 
due to a victim’s age, physical condition, psy-
chological state, cultural or linguistic bar-
riers, or any other health or safety concern 
that jeopardizes the victim’s wellbeing; 

(3) such State certifies that grants received 
under this section will not be used to supplant 
State funds otherwise available to provide 
crime victim compensation; 

(4) such program, as to compensable crimes 
occurring within the State, makes compensa-
tion awards to victims who are nonresidents of 
the State on the basis of the same criteria 
used to make awards to victims who are resi-
dents of such State; 

(5) such program provides compensation to 
victims of Federal crimes occurring within the 
State on the same basis that such program 
provides compensation to victims of State 
crimes; 

(6) such program provides compensation to 
residents of the State who are victims of 
crimes occurring outside the State if—

(A) the crimes would be compensable 
crimes had they occurred inside that State; 
and 

(B) the places the crimes occurred in are 
States not having eligible crime victim com-
pensation programs;

(7) such program does not, except pursuant 
to rules issued by the program to prevent un-
just enrichment of the offender, deny com-
pensation to any victim because of that vic-
tim’s familial relationship to the offender, or 
because of the sharing of a residence by the 
victim and the offender; 

(8) such program does not provide compensa-
tion to any person who has been convicted of 
an offense under Federal law with respect to 
any time period during which the person is de-
linquent in paying a fine, other monetary pen-
alty, or restitution imposed for the offense; 

(9) beginning not later than 3 years after 
March 15, 2022, such program—

(A) provides a waiver for any application 
filing deadline imposed by the program for a 
crime victim if—

(i) the crime victim is otherwise eligible 
for compensation; and 

(ii) the delay in filing the application 
was a result of a delay in the testing of, or 
a delay in the DNA profile matching from, 
a sexual assault forensic examination kit 
or biological material collected as evi-
dence related to a sexual offense; and

(B) does not require the crime victim to 
undergo an appeals process to have the ap-
plication of the crime victim considered for 
a filing deadline waiver under subparagraph 
(A); and

(10) such program provides such other infor-
mation and assurances related to the purposes 
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1 So in original. The comma probably should not appear. 

of this section as the Director may reasonably 
require. 

(c) Exclusion from income, resources, and assets 
for purposes of means tests 

Notwithstanding any other law (other than 
title IV of Public Law 107–42), for the purpose of 
any maximum allowed income, resource, or 
asset eligibility requirement in any Federal, 
State, or local government program using Fed-
eral funds that provides medical or other assist-
ance (or payment or reimbursement of the cost 
of such assistance), any amount of crime victim 
compensation that the applicant receives 
through a crime victim compensation program 
under this section shall not be included in the 
income, resources, or assets of the applicant, 
nor shall that amount reduce the amount of the 
assistance available to the applicant from Fed-
eral, State, or local government programs using 
Federal funds, unless the total amount of assist-
ance that the applicant receives from all such 
programs is sufficient to fully compensate the 
applicant for losses suffered as a result of the 
crime. 

(d) Definitions 

As used in this section—
(1) the term ‘‘property damage’’ does not in-

clude damage to prosthetic devices, eyeglasses 
or other corrective lenses, or dental devices; 

(2) the term ‘‘medical expenses’’ includes, to 
the extent provided under the eligible crime 
victim compensation program, expenses for 
eyeglasses or other corrective lenses, for den-
tal services and devices and prosthetic devices, 
and for services rendered in accordance with a 
method of healing recognized by the law of the 
State; 

(3) the term ‘‘compensable crime’’ means a 
crime the victims of which are eligible for 
compensation under the eligible crime victim 
compensation program, and includes crimes, 
whose victims suffer death or personal injury, 
that are described in section 247 of title 18, 
driving while intoxicated, and domestic vio-
lence; 

(4) the term ‘‘State’’ includes the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the United States Virgin Islands, and any 
other possession or territory of the United 
States; and 

(5) the term ‘‘recovery costs’’ means ex-
penses for personnel directly involved in the 
recovery efforts to obtain collections from res-
titution or from subrogation for payment 
under a civil law suit. 

(e) Relationship to certain Federal programs 

Notwithstanding any other law, if the com-
pensation paid by an eligible crime victim com-
pensation program would cover costs that a Fed-
eral program, including the program established 
under title IV of Public Law 107–42, or a feder-
ally financed State or local program, would oth-
erwise pay,— 1 

(1) such crime victim compensation program 
shall not pay that compensation; and 

(2) the other program shall make its pay-
ments without regard to the existence of the 
crime victim compensation program. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1403, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2171; Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, 
§§ 7123(b)(1)–(3), 7125, 7126, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4421–4423; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXIII, §§ 230202, 
230203, title XXXIII, § 330025(b), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 2079, 2151; Pub. L. 104–132, title II, §§ 233(a), 
(b), 234(a)(1), (b), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1244, 1245; 
Pub. L. 104–155, § 5, July 3, 1996, 110 Stat. 1394; 
Pub. L. 107–56, title VI, § 622(a)–(e)(1), Oct. 26, 
2001, 115 Stat. 371, 372; Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, 
§ 1133(a), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3108; Pub. L. 
117–27, § 2(b), July 22, 2021, 135 Stat. 301; Pub. L. 
117–103, div. W, title XIII, §§ 1311, 1316(b), Mar. 15, 
2022, 136 Stat. 935, 939.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Title IV of Public Law 107–42, referred to in subsecs. 

(c) and (e), is set out as a note under section 40101 of 

Title 49, Transportation. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10602 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 117–103, § 1311, substituted 

‘‘paragraph (4)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (3)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(9), (10). Pub. L. 117–103, § 1316(b), added par. 

(9) and redesignated former par. (9) as (10). 

2021—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(b)(1)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘75 percent’’ for ‘‘40 percent in fiscal year 2002 

and of 60 percent in subsequent fiscal years’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(b)(1)(B), struck out 

‘‘of 40 percent in fiscal year 2002 and of 60 percent in 

subsequent fiscal years’’ after ‘‘to provide grants’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(b)(1)(C), (D), 

added par. (3) and redesignated former par. (3) as (4). 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(b)(2), substituted 

‘‘authorities, except if a program determines such co-

operation may be impacted due to a victim’s age, phys-

ical condition, psychological state, cultural or lin-

guistic barriers, or any other health or safety concern 

that jeopardizes the victim’s wellbeing;’’ for ‘‘authori-

ties;’’. 

Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 117–27, § 2(b)(3), added par. (5). 

2006—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 109–162 inserted ‘‘training 

purposes and’’ after ‘‘may be used for’’. 

2001—Subsec. (a)(1), (2). Pub. L. 107–56, § 622(a), in-

serted ‘‘in fiscal year 2002 and of 60 percent in subse-

quent fiscal years’’ after ‘‘40 percent’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6)(B). Pub. L. 107–56, § 622(b), which di-

rected striking out ‘‘are outside the United States (if 

the compensable crime is terrorism, as defined in sec-

tion 2331 of title 18), or’’, was executed by striking out 

‘‘are outside of the United States (if the compensable 

crime is terrorism, as defined in section 2331 of title 18), 

or’’ after ‘‘the places the crimes occurred in’’ to reflect 

the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–56, § 622(c), added subsec. (c) 

and struck out heading and text of former subsec. (c). 

Text read as follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other law, 

for the purpose of any maximum allowed income eligi-

bility requirement in any Federal, State, or local gov-

ernment program using Federal funds that provides 

medical or other assistance (or payment or reimburse-

ment of the cost of such assistance) that becomes nec-

essary to an applicant for such assistance in full or in 

part because of the commission of a crime against the 

applicant, as determined by the Director, any amount 

of crime victim compensation that the applicant re-

ceives through a crime victim compensation program 

under this section shall not be included in the income 

of the applicant until the total amount of assistance 

that the applicant receives from all such programs is 



Page 426TITLE 34—CRIME CONTROL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT§ 20103

1 See References in Text note below. 

sufficient to fully compensate the applicant for losses 
suffered as a result of the crime.’’

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 107–56, § 622(d)(1), struck out 
‘‘crimes involving terrorism,’’ after ‘‘section 247 of title 
18,’’. 

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 107–56, § 622(d)(2), inserted ‘‘the 
United States Virgin Islands,’’ after ‘‘the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico,’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–56, § 622(e)(1), inserted ‘‘includ-
ing the program established under title IV of Public 
Law 107–42,’’ after ‘‘Federal program,’’ in introductory 
provisions. 

1996—Subsec. (b)(6)(B). Pub. L. 104–132, § 233(b), in-
serted ‘‘are outside of the United States (if the compen-
sable crime is terrorism, as defined in section 2331 of 
title 18), or’’ before ‘‘are States not having’’. 

Subsec. (b)(8), (9). Pub. L. 104–132, § 234(a)(1), added 
par. (8) and redesignated former par. (8) as (9). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–132, § 234(b), added subsec. (c). 
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 104–155 inserted ‘‘crimes, whose 

victims suffer death or personal injury, that are de-
scribed in section 247 of title 18,’’ after ‘‘includes’’. 

Pub. L. 104–132, § 233(a), substituted ‘‘crimes involving 
terrorism, driving while intoxicated,’’ for ‘‘driving 
while intoxicated’’. 

1994—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230203(a), sub-
stituted ‘‘Except as provided in paragraph (3), a grant’’ 
for ‘‘A grant’’ in last sentence. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230203(b), added par. 
(3). 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330025(b), inserted be-
fore semicolon at end ‘‘for—’’ and subpars. (A) to (C). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230202, added subsec. (e). 
1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–690, §§ 7123(b)(1), (2), 

7125(b), substituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’ 
and ‘‘40 percent’’ for ‘‘35 percent’’ in pars. (1) and (2). 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7125(c)(1), amended 
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as 
follows: ‘‘such program is operated by a State and of-
fers compensation to victims of crime and survivors of 
victims of crime for—

‘‘(A) medical expenses attributable to a physical in-
jury resulting from compensable crime, including ex-
penses for mental health counseling and care; 

‘‘(B) loss of wages attributable to a physical injury 
resulting from a compensable crime; and 

‘‘(C) funeral expenses attributable to a death result-
ing from a compensable crime;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7125(d), amended par. 

(5) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (5) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘such program provides compensation to victims 
of crimes occurring within such State that would be 
compensable crimes, but for the fact that such crimes 
are subject to Federal jurisdiction, on the same basis 
that such program provides compensation to victims of 
compensable crimes; and’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6), (7). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7125(a)(1), added 
pars. (6) and (7). Former par. (6) redesignated (8). 

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 100–690, §§ 7123(b)(3), 7125(a)(2), 
redesignated par. (6) as (8) and substituted ‘‘Director’’ 
for ‘‘Attorney General’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7125(e), struck out sub-
sec. (c) which read as follows: ‘‘A State crime victim 
compensation program in effect on the date grants may 
first be made under this section shall be deemed an eli-
gible crime victim compensation program for the pur-
poses of this section until the day after the close of the 

first regular session of the legislature of that State 

that begins after such date.’’
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7126(a), inserted ref-

erence to eyeglasses or other corrective lenses. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7126(b), inserted ref-

erence to eyeglasses or other corrective lenses and in-

serted comma after ‘‘prosthetic devices’’. 
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7125(c)(2), inserted ref-

erence to driving while intoxicated and domestic vio-

lence.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–103 not effective until Oct. 

1 of the first fiscal year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, 

see section 4(a) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 6851 of Title 15, 

Commerce and Trade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–132, title II, § 233(d), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 

1245, as amended by Pub. L. 105–119, title I, § 120, Nov. 

26, 1997, 111 Stat. 2468, provided that: ‘‘This section 

[amending this section] and the amendments made by 

this section shall take effect October 1, 1999.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–690 not applicable with re-

spect to a State compensation program that was an eli-

gible State crime victim compensation program on 

Nov. 18, 1988, until Oct. 1, 1991, see section 7129 of Pub. 

L. 100–690, as amended, set out as a note under section 

20101 of this title. 

APPLICATION OF AMENDMENT BY SECTION 234(a)(1) OF 

PUB. L. 104–132

Pub. L. 104–132, title II, § 234(a)(2), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 

Stat. 1245, provided that: ‘‘Section 1403(b)(8) of the Vic-

tims of Crime Act of 1984 [34 U.S.C. 20102(b)(8)], as added 

by paragraph (1) of this section, shall not be applied to 

deny victims compensation to any person until the 

date on which the Attorney General, in consultation 

with the Director of the Administrative Office of the 

United States Courts, issues a written determination 

that a cost-effective, readily available criminal debt 

payment tracking system operated by the agency re-

sponsible for the collection of criminal debt has estab-

lished cost-effective, readily available communications 

links with entities that administer Federal victim 

compensation programs that are sufficient to ensure 

that victim compensation is not denied to any person 

except as authorized by law.’’

§ 20103. Crime victim assistance 

(a) Grant authority of Director; chief executive 
of States; amount; insufficient funds 

(1) Subject to the availability of money in the 
Fund, the Director shall make an annual grant 
from any portion of the Fund made available by 
section 20101(d)(2) 1 of this title for the purpose 
of grants under this subsection, or for the pur-
pose of grants under section 20102 of this title 
but not used for that purpose, to the chief execu-
tive of each State for the financial support of el-
igible crime victim assistance programs. 

(2) Such chief executive shall—
(A) certify that priority shall be given to eli-

gible crime victim assistance programs pro-
viding assistance to victims of sexual assault, 
spousal abuse, or child abuse; 

(B) certify that funds shall be made avail-
able for grants to programs which serve pre-
viously underserved populations of victims of 
violent crime. The Director, after consultation 
with State and local officials and representa-
tives from private organizations, shall issue 
guidelines to implement this section that pro-
vide flexibility to the States in determining 
the populations of victims of violent crimes 
that may be underserved in their respective 
States; 

(C) certify that funds awarded to eligible 
crime victim assistance programs will not be 
used to supplant State and local funds other-
wise available for crime victim assistance; and 

(D) provide such other information and as-
surances related to the purposes of this sec-
tion as the Director may reasonably require.
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(3) The amounts of grants under paragraph (1) 
shall be—

(A) the base amount to each State; and 
(B) that portion of the then remaining avail-

able money to each State that results from a 
distribution among the States on the basis of 
each State’s population in relation to the pop-
ulation of all States.

(4) If the amount available for grants under 
paragraph (1) is insufficient to provide the base 
amount to each State, the funds available shall 
be distributed equally among the States. 

(5) As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘base 
amount’’ means—

(A) except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
$500,000; and 

(B) for the territories of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 
Republic of Palau, $200,000, with the Republic 
of Palau’s share governed by the Compact of 
Free Association between the United States 
and the Republic of Palau.

(6) An agency of the Federal Government per-
forming local law enforcement functions in and 
on behalf of the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States 
Virgin Islands, or any other territory or posses-
sion of the United States may qualify as an eli-
gible crime victim assistance program for the 
purpose of grants under this subsection, or for 
the purpose of grants under subsection (c)(1). 

(7)(A) Each chief executive may waive a 
matching requirement imposed by the Director, 
in accordance with subparagraph (B), as a condi-
tion for the receipt of funds under any program 
to provide assistance to victims of crimes au-
thorized under this subchapter. The chief execu-
tive shall report to the Director the approval of 
any waiver of the matching requirement. 

(B) Each chief executive shall establish and 
make public, a policy including—

(i) the manner in which an eligible crime 
victim assistance program can request a 
match waiver; 

(ii) the criteria used to determine eligibility 
of the match waiver; and 

(iii) the process for decision making and no-
tifying the eligible crime victim assistance 
program of the decision.

(8) Beginning on the date a national emer-
gency is declared under the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) with respect 
to a pandemic and ending on the date that is one 
year after the date of the end of such national 
emergency, each chief executive shall issue 
waivers for any matching requirement, in its en-
tirety, for all eligible crime victim assistance 
programs contracted to provide services at that 
time. 

(b) Eligibility of program; factors; limitation on 
expending of sums 

(1) A victim assistance program is an eligible 
crime victim assistance program for the pur-
poses of this section if such program—

(A) is operated by a public agency or a non-
profit organization, or a combination of such 
agencies or organizations or of both such agen-
cies and organizations, and provides services 
to victims of crime; 

(B) demonstrates—
(i) a record of providing effective services 

to victims of crime and financial support 
from sources other than the Fund; or 

(ii) substantial financial support from 
sources other than the Fund;

(C) utilizes volunteers in providing such 
services, unless and to the extent the chief ex-
ecutive determines that compelling reasons 
exist to waive this requirement; 

(D) promotes within the community served 
coordinated public and private efforts to aid 
crime victims; 

(E) assists potential recipients in seeking 
crime victim compensation benefits; and 

(F) does not discriminate against victims be-
cause they disagree with the way the State is 
prosecuting the criminal case.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3), an eli-
gible crime victim assistance program shall ex-
pend sums received under subsection (a) only for 
providing services to victims of crime. 

(3) Not more than 5 percent of sums received 
under subsection (a) may be used for training 
purposes and the administration of the State 
crime victim assistance program receiving such 
sums. 

(c) Grants: purposes; distribution; duties of Di-
rector; reimbursement by Director 

(1) The Director shall make grants—
(A) for victim services, demonstration 

projects, program evaluation, compliance ef-
forts, and training and technical assistance 
services to eligible crime victim assistance 
programs; 

(B) for the financial support of services to 
victims of Federal crime by eligible crime vic-
tim assistance programs; and 

(C) for nonprofit neighborhood and commu-
nity-based victim service organizations and 
coalitions to improve outreach and services to 
victims of crime.

(2) Of the amount available for grants under 
this subsection—

(A) not less than 50 percent shall be used for 
grants under paragraphs (1)(A) and (1)(C); 

(B) not more than 50 percent shall be used 
for grants under paragraph (1)(B); and 

(C) not more than $10,000 shall be used for 
any single grant under paragraph (1)(C).

(3) The Director shall—
(A) be responsible for monitoring compliance 

with guidelines for fair treatment of crime 
victims and witnesses issued under section 6 of 
the Victim and Witness Protection Act of 1982 
(Public Law 97–291) [18 U.S.C. 1512 note]; 

(B) consult with the heads of Federal law en-
forcement agencies that have responsibilities 
affecting victims of Federal crimes; 

(C) coordinate victim services provided by 
the Federal Government with victim services 
offered by other public agencies and nonprofit 
organizations; 

(D) perform such other functions related to 
the purposes of this title 1 as the Director 
deems appropriate; and 

(E) use funds made available to the Director 
under this subsection—

(i) for fellowships and clinical internships 
and for grants under subparagraphs (1)(A) 
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and (B), pursuant to rules or guidelines that 
generally establish a publicly-announced, 
competitive process; and 

(ii) to carry out programs of training and 
special workshops for the presentation and 
dissemination of information resulting from 
demonstrations, surveys, and special 
projects.

(4) The Director may reimburse other instru-
mentalities of the Federal Government and con-
tract for the performance of functions author-
ized under this subsection. 

(d) Definitions 

As used in this section—
(1) the term ‘‘State’’ includes the District of 

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the United States Virgin Islands, and any 
other territory or possession of the United 
States; and 

(2) the term ‘‘services to victims of crime’’ 
includes—

(A) crises intervention services; 
(B) providing, in an emergency, transpor-

tation to court, short-term child care serv-
ices, and temporary housing and security 
measures; 

(C) assistance in participating in criminal 
justice proceedings; and 

(D) payment of all reasonable costs for a 
forensic medical examination of a crime vic-
tim, to the extent that such costs are other-
wise not reimbursed or paid;

(3) the term ‘‘services to victims of Federal 
crime’’ means services to victims of crime 
with respect to Federal crime, and includes—

(A) training of law enforcement personnel 
in the delivery of services to victims of Fed-
eral crime; 

(B) preparation, publication, and distribu-
tion of informational materials—

(i) setting forth services offered to vic-
tims of crime; and 

(ii) concerning services to victims of 
Federal crime for use by Federal law en-
forcement personnel; and

(C) salaries of personnel who provide serv-
ices to victims of crime, to the extent that 
such personnel provide such services;

(4) the term ‘‘crises intervention services’’ 
means counseling to provide emotional sup-
port in crises arising from the occurrence of 
crime; and 

(5) the term ‘‘chief executive’’ includes a 
person designated by a chief executive to per-
form the functions of the chief executive 
under this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2172; Pub. L. 99–401, title I, § 102(b)(4), (5), 
Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 905; Pub. L. 99–646, § 71, 
Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3617; Pub. L. 100–690, title 
VII, §§ 7122, 7123(b)(4)–(9), 7127, 7128, title IX, 
§ 9306(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4420, 4421, 4423, 
4537; Pub. L. 103–317, title I, § 112, Aug. 26, 1994, 
108 Stat. 1736; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXIII, 
§§ 230204, 230205, 230208, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2080; Pub. L. 104–132, title II, § 232(c)(2), Apr. 24, 
1996, 110 Stat. 1244; Pub. L. 107–56, title VI, § 623, 
Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 372; Pub. L. 109–162, title 

XI, §§ 1131, 1133(b), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3107, 
3108; Pub. L. 111–8, div. B, title II, Mar. 11, 2009, 
123 Stat. 579; Pub. L. 114–324, § 17(a), Dec. 16, 2016, 
130 Stat. 1962; Pub. L. 117–27, § 3, July 22, 2021, 135 
Stat. 302.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 20101(d)(2) of this title, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(1), was repealed and a new section 20101(d)(2) was 

added by Pub. L. 103–322, title XXIII, § 230201(a)(1), Sept. 

13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2079. The new section 20101(d)(2) does 

not contain provisions relating to availability of Fund 

money for grants under this section or section 20102 of 

this title. See section 20101(d)(4) of this title. 
The National Emergencies Act, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(8), is Pub. L. 94–412, Sept. 14, 1976, 90 Stat. 1255, 

which is classified principally to chapter 34 (§ 1601 et 

seq.) of Title 50, War and National Defense. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 1601 of Title 50 and Ta-

bles. 
This title, referred to in subsec. (c)(3)(D), means title 

II of Pub. L. 98–473, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1976, known as 

the Comprehensive Crime Control Act of 1984. For com-

plete classification of title II to the Code, see Short 

Title of 1984 Amendment note set out under section 1 of 

Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10603 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 117–27, § 3(a), added par. 

(7). 
Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 117–27, § 3(b), added par. (8). 
2016—Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 114–324 inserted ‘‘vic-

tim services,’’ before ‘‘demonstration projects’’. 
2009—Subsec. (c)(3)(E)(i). Pub. L. 111–8 inserted ‘‘and 

for grants under subparagraphs (1)(A) and (B), pursuant 

to rules or guidelines that generally establish a pub-

licly-announced, competitive process’’ after ‘‘intern-

ships’’. 
2006—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1133(b), inserted 

‘‘training purposes and’’ after ‘‘may be used for’’. 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1131(1)(A), struck out 

comma after ‘‘Director’’ in introductory provisions. 
Subsec. (c)(1)(C). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1131(1)(B)–(D), 

added subpar. (C). 
Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1131(2)(A)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘paragraphs (1)(A) and (1)(C)’’ for ‘‘paragraph 

(1)(A)’’. 
Subsec. (c)(2)(C). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1131(2)(A)(ii)–(2)(C), 

added subpar. (C). 
2001—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 107–56, § 623(a), added par. 

(6). 
Subsec. (b)(1)(F). Pub. L. 107–56, § 623(b), added subpar. 

(F). 
Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 107–56, § 623(c), inserted 

‘‘, program evaluation, compliance efforts,’’ after 

‘‘demonstration projects’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 107–56, § 623(d)(1), substituted 

‘‘not less than 50 percent’’ for ‘‘not more than 50 per-

cent’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(B). Pub. L. 107–56, § 623(d)(2), substituted 

‘‘not more than 50 percent’’ for ‘‘not less than 50 per-

cent’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(E). Pub. L. 107–56, § 623(e), added subpar. 

(E). 

1996—Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 104–132 amended par. (5) 

generally. Prior to amendment, par. (5) read as follows: 

‘‘As used in this subsection, the term ‘base amount’ 

means—
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1 See References in Text note below. 
1 So in original. Probably should be preceded by ‘‘section’’. 

‘‘(A) $150,000 for fiscal years 1989 through 1991; and 
‘‘(B) $200,000 thereafter.’’

1994—Subsec. (a)(5)(B). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230208, 

amended subpar. (B) generally. Prior to amendment, 

subpar. (B) read as follows: ‘‘$200,000 thereafter through 

fiscal year 1995.’’
Pub. L. 103–317 substituted ‘‘1995’’ for ‘‘1994’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230205(a), substituted 

‘‘Except as provided in paragraph (3), an eligible’’ for 

‘‘An eligible’’. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230205(b), added par. 

(3). 
Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230204, inserted 

‘‘demonstration projects and’’ before ‘‘training’’. 
1988—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(4), sub-

stituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’. 
Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7122(1), added sub-

par. (B). Former subpar. (B) redesignated (C). 
Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7122(2), redesig-

nated subpar. (B) as (C). Former subpar. (C) redesig-

nated (D). 
Subsec. (a)(2)(D). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(5), which di-

rected substitution of ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney Gen-

eral’’ in subpar. (C), was executed by making substi-

tution in subpar. (D) to reflect the probable intent of 

Congress and the intervening redesignation of subpar. 

(C) as (D), see below. 
Pub. L. 100–690, § 7122(2), redesignated subpar. (C) as 

(D). 
Subsec. (a)(3) to (5). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7128, substituted 

‘‘the base amount’’ for ‘‘$100,000’’ in pars. (3)(A) and (4) 

and added par. (5). 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(6), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General, acting through the 

Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Justice 

Programs’’. 
Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(7), (8), sub-

stituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Assistant Attorney General 

for the Office of Justice Programs’’ in introductory 

provisions and ‘‘Director deems appropriate’’ for ‘‘At-

torney General may assign’’ in subpar. (D). 
Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(9), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’. 
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 100–690, § 9306(a), struck out 

‘‘, except for the purposes of paragraphs (3)(A) and (4) 

of subsection (a) of this section,’’ before ‘‘any other ter-

ritory’’. 
Pub. L. 100–690, § 7127, inserted reference to the United 

States Virgin Islands. 
1986—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 99–401, § 102(b)(5), sub-

stituted ‘‘made available by section 10601(d)(2) of this 

title for the purpose of grants under this subsection, or 

for the purpose of grants under section 10602 of this 

title but not used for that purpose’’ for ‘‘not used for 

grants under section 10602 of this title with respect to 

a particular fiscal year, and after any deduction under 

subsection (c) of this section’’. 
Subsec. (c)(1), (2). Pub. L. 99–401, § 102(b)(4), added 

pars. (1) and (2) and struck out former pars. (1) and (2) 

which read as follows: 
‘‘(1) The Attorney General may in any fiscal year de-

duct from amounts available under this section an 

amount not to exceed 5 percent of the amount in the 

Fund, and may expend the amount so deducted to pro-

vide services to victims of Federal crimes by the De-

partment of Justice, or reimburse other instrumental-

ities of the Federal Government otherwise authorized 

to provide such services. 
‘‘(2) The Attorney General shall appoint or designate 

an official of the Department of Justice to be the Fed-

eral Crime Victim Assistance Administrator (herein-

after in this chapter referred to as the ‘Federal Admin-

istrator’) to exercise the responsibilities of the Attor-

ney General under this subsection.’’
Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 99–646, § 71(1), substituted 

‘‘not more than’’ for ‘‘not less than’’. 
Subsec. (c)(2)(B). Pub. L. 99–646, § 71(2), substituted 

‘‘not less than’’ for ‘‘not more than’’. 
Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 99–401, § 102(b)(4), substituted 

‘‘The Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Jus-

tice Programs shall’’ for ‘‘The Federal Administrator 

shall’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by sections 7122, 7123(b)(4)–(9), 7127, and 

7128 of Pub. L. 100–690 not applicable with respect to a 

State compensation program that was an eligible State 

crime victim compensation program on Nov. 18, 1988, 

until Oct. 1, 1991, see section 7129 of Pub. L. 100–690, as 

amended, set out as a note under section 20101 of this 

title. 

§ 20104. Child abuse prevention and treatment 
grants 

Amounts made available by section 20101(d)(2) 
of this title for the purposes of this section shall 
be obligated and expended by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services for grants under 
section 5106c 1 of title 42. Any portion of an 
amount which is not obligated by the Secretary 
by the end of the fiscal year in which funds are 
made available for allocation, shall be reallo-
cated for award under section 20103(a) of this 
title, except that with respect to funds deposited 
during fiscal year 1986 and made available for 
obligation during fiscal year 1987, any unobli-
gated portion of such amount shall remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 1988. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404A, as added Pub. L. 
99–401, title I, § 102(b)(3), Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 
905; amended Pub. L. 103–121, title I, § 110(b), Oct. 
27, 1993, 107 Stat. 1164; Pub. L. 104–235, title I, 
§ 113(b), Oct. 3, 1996, 110 Stat. 3079.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 5106c of title 42, referred to in text, was in the 

original ‘‘section 109 of the Child Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Act’’, meaning section 109 of Pub. L. 93–247, 

and was translated as reading section 107 of that act to 

reflect the probable intent of Congress and the renum-

bering of section 109 as section 107 by section 

113(a)(1)(B) of Pub. L. 104–235, title I, Oct. 3, 1996, 110 

Stat. 3079. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10603a of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–235 substituted ‘‘section 10601(d)(2) 

of this title’’ for ‘‘section 10601(d)(2)(D) and (d)(3) of this 

title.’’ and ‘‘section 5106c’’ for ‘‘section 5103(d)’’. 
1993—Pub. L. 103–121 substituted ‘‘section 

10601(d)(2)(D) and (d)(3) of this title.’’ for ‘‘section 

10601(d)(2) of this title’’. 

§ 20105. Compensation and assistance to victims 
of terrorism or mass violence 

(a) Victims of acts of terrorism outside the 
United States 

(1) In general 

The Director may make supplemental grants 
as provided in 20101(d)(5) 1 of this title to 
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States, victim service organizations, and pub-
lic agencies (including Federal, State, or local 
governments) and nongovernmental organiza-
tions that provide assistance to victims of 
crime, which shall be used to provide emer-
gency relief, including crisis response efforts, 
assistance, training, and technical assistance, 
and ongoing assistance, including during any 
investigation or prosecution, to victims of ter-
rorist acts or mass violence occurring outside 
the United States. 

(2) Victim defined 

In this subsection, the term ‘‘victim’’—
(A) means a person who is a national of the 

United States or an officer or employee of 
the United States Government who is in-
jured or killed as a result of a terrorist act 
or mass violence occurring outside the 
United States; and 

(B) in the case of a person described in sub-
paragraph (A) who is less than 18 years of 
age, incompetent, incapacitated, or de-
ceased, includes a family member or legal 
guardian of that person. 

(3) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued to allow the Director to make grants to 
any foreign power (as defined by section 
1801(a) of title 50) or to any domestic or for-
eign organization operated for the purpose of 
engaging in any significant political or lob-
bying activities. 

(b) Victims of terrorism within the United States 

The Director may make supplemental grants 
as provided in section 20101(d)(5) of this title to 
States for eligible crime victim compensation 
and assistance programs, and to victim service 
organizations, public agencies (including Fed-
eral, State, or local governments) and non-
governmental organizations that provide assist-
ance to victims of crime, which shall be used to 
provide emergency relief, including crisis re-
sponse efforts, assistance, compensation, train-
ing and technical assistance, and ongoing assist-
ance, including during any investigation or 
prosecution, to victims of terrorist acts or mass 
violence occurring within the United States. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404B, as added Pub. L. 
104–132, title II, § 232(a), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1243; amended Pub. L. 106–386, div. C, § 2003(a)(1), 
(4), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 1543, 1544; Pub. L. 
107–56, title VI, § 624(a), (b), Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 
373.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10603b of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 107–56, § 624(b), struck out 

‘‘who are not persons eligible for compensation under 

title VIII of the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and 

Antiterrorism Act of 1986’’ before period at end. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–56, § 624(a), amended heading 

and text of subsec. (b) generally. Prior to amendment, 

text read as follows: ‘‘The Director may make supple-

mental grants as provided in section 10601(d)(5) of this 

title to States for eligible crime victim compensation 

and assistance programs to provide emergency relief, 

including crisis response efforts, assistance, training, 

and technical assistance, for the benefit of victims of 

terrorist acts or mass violence occurring within the 

United States and may provide funding to United 

States Attorney’s Offices for use in coordination with 

State victim compensation and assistance efforts in 

providing emergency relief.’’
2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–386, § 2003(a)(1), amended 

heading and text of subsec. (a) generally. Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The Director may 

make supplemental grants as provided in section 

10603(a) of this title to States to provide compensation 

and assistance to the residents of such States who, 

while outside of the territorial boundaries of the 

United States, are victims of a terrorist act or mass vi-

olence and are not persons eligible for compensation 

under title VIII of the Omnibus Diplomatic Security 

and Antiterrorism Act of 1986.’’
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–386, § 2003(a)(4), substituted 

‘‘10601(d)(5) of this title’’ for ‘‘10603(d)(4)(B) of this 

title’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–386, div. C, § 2003(a)(2), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 

Stat. 1544, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 

this subsection [amending this section] shall apply to 

any terrorist act or mass violence occurring on or after 

December 21, 1988, with respect to which an investiga-

tion or prosecution was ongoing after April 24, 1996.’’

ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

Pub. L. 106–386, div. C, § 2003(a)(3), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 

Stat. 1544, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 90 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 28, 2000], the 

Director shall establish guidelines under section 1407(a) 

of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10604(a)) 

[now 34 U.S.C. 20110(a)] to specify the categories of or-

ganizations and agencies to which the Director may 

make grants under this subsection [amending this sec-

tion and enacting provisions set out as a note under 

this section].’’

§ 20106. Compensation to victims of international 
terrorism 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) International terrorism 

The term ‘‘international terrorism’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 2331 of title 
18. 

(2) National of the United States 

The term ‘‘national of the United States’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
1101(a) of title 8. 

(3) Victim 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘victim’’ means a person who—
(i) suffered direct physical or emotional 

injury or death as a result of international 
terrorism occurring on or after October 23, 
1983, with respect to which an investiga-
tion or civil or criminal prosecution was 
ongoing after April 24, 1996; and 

(ii) as of the date on which the inter-
national terrorism occurred, was a na-
tional of the United States or an officer or 
employee of the United States Govern-
ment. 
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(B) Incompetent, incapacitated, or deceased 
victims 

In the case of a victim who is less than 18 
years of age, incompetent, incapacitated, or 
deceased, a family member or legal guardian 
of the victim may receive the compensation 
under this section on behalf of the victim. 

(C) Exception 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section, in no event shall an individual 
who is criminally culpable for the terrorist 
act or mass violence receive any compensa-
tion under this section, either directly or on 
behalf of a victim. 

(b) Award of compensation 

The Director may use the emergency reserve 
referred to in section 20101(d)(5)(A) of this title 
to carry out a program to compensate victims of 
acts of international terrorism that occur out-
side the United States for expenses associated 
with that victimization. The amount of com-
pensation awarded to a victim under this sub-
section shall be reduced by any amount that the 
victim received in connection with the same act 
of international terrorism under title VIII of the 
Omnibus Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism 
Act of 1986. 

(c) Annual report 

The Director shall annually submit to Con-
gress a report on the status and activities of the 
program under this section, which report shall 
include—

(1) an explanation of the procedures for fil-
ing and processing of applications for com-
pensation; 

(2) a description of the procedures and poli-
cies instituted to promote public awareness 
about the program; 

(3) a complete statistical analysis of the vic-
tims assisted under the program, including—

(A) the number of applications for com-
pensation submitted; 

(B) the number of applications approved 
and the amount of each award; 

(C) the number of applications denied and 
the reasons for the denial; 

(D) the average length of time to process 
an application for compensation; and 

(E) the number of applications for com-
pensation pending and the estimated future 
liability of the program; and

(4) an analysis of future program needs and 
suggested program improvements. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404C, as added Pub. L. 
106–386, div. C, § 2003(c)(1), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1544; amended Pub. L. 107–56, title VI, § 624(c), 
Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 373; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, 
title X, § 1083(b)(4), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 342.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Omnibus Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism 

Act of 1986, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 99–399, 

Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 853. Title VIII of the Act, known 

as the ‘‘Victims of Terrorism Compensation Act’’, en-

acted sections 5569 and 5570 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees, sections 1051, 1095, and 2181 

to 2185 of Title 10, Armed Forces, and sections 559 and 

1013 of Title 37, Pay and Allowances of the Uniformed 

Services, amended section 6325 of Title 5, and enacted 

provisions set out as notes under section 5569 of Title 

5, sections 1051, 1095, and 2181 of Title 10, and section 559 

of Title 37. For complete classification of title VIII to 

the Code, see Short Title of 1986 Amendment note set 

out under section 5569 of Title 5 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10603c of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a)(3)(A)(i). Pub. L. 110–181 substituted 

‘‘October 23, 1983, with respect to which an investiga-

tion or civil or criminal’’ for ‘‘December 21, 1988 with 

respect to which an investigation or’’. 

2001—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–56 inserted at end ‘‘The 

amount of compensation awarded to a victim under 

this subsection shall be reduced by any amount that 

the victim received in connection with the same act of 

international terrorism under title VIII of the Omnibus 

Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

For applicability of amendments by Pub. L. 110–181 to 

pending cases, see section 1083(c) of Pub. L. 110–181, set 

out as an Effective Date note under section 1605A of 

Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 20107. Crime victims legal assistance grants 

(a) In general 

The Director may make grants as provided in 
section 20103(c)(1)(A) of this title to State, trib-
al, and local prosecutors’ offices, law enforce-
ment agencies, courts, jails, and correctional in-
stitutions, and to qualified public and private 
entities, to develop, establish, and maintain pro-
grams for the enforcement of crime victims’ 
rights as provided in law. 

(b) Prohibition 

Grant amounts under this section may not be 
used to bring a cause of action for damages. 

(c) False Claims Act 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
amounts collected pursuant to sections 3729 
through 3731 of title 31 (commonly known as the 
‘‘False Claims Act’’) may be used for grants 
under this section, subject to appropriation. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404D, as added Pub. L. 
108–405, title I, § 103(a), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2264.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10603d of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20108. Crime victims notification grants 

(a) In general 

The Director may make grants as provided in 
section 20103(c)(1)(A) of this title to State, trib-
al, and local prosecutors’ offices, law enforce-
ment agencies, courts, jails, and correctional in-
stitutions, and to qualified public or private en-
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tities, to develop and implement state-of-the-art 
systems for notifying victims of crime of impor-
tant dates and developments relating to the 
criminal proceedings at issue in a timely and ef-
ficient manner, provided that the jurisdiction 
has laws substantially equivalent to the provi-
sions of chapter 237 of title 18. 

(b) Integration of systems 

Systems developed and implemented under 
this section may be integrated with existing 
case management systems operated by the re-
cipient of the grant. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

In addition to funds made available under sec-
tion 20101(d) of this title, there are authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this section—

(1) $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2005; and 
(2) $5,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2006, 

2007, 2008, and 2009. 

(d) False Claims Act 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
amounts collected pursuant to sections 3729 
through 3731 of title 31 (commonly known as the 
‘‘False Claims Act’’) may be used for grants 
under this section, subject to appropriation. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404E, as added Pub. L. 
108–405, title I, § 103(c), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2265.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10603e of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20109. Sexual assault survivors’ notification 
grants 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General may make grants as 
provided in section 20103(c)(1)(A) of this title to 
States to develop and disseminate to entities de-
scribed in subsection (c)(1) of this section writ-
ten notice of applicable rights and policies for 
sexual assault survivors. 

(b) Notification of rights 

Each recipient of a grant awarded under sub-
section (a) shall make its best effort to ensure 
that each entity described in subsection (c)(1) 
provides individuals who identify as a survivor 
of a sexual assault, and who consent to receiving 
such information, with written notice of appli-
cable rights and policies regarding—

(1) the right not to be charged fees for or 
otherwise prevented from pursuing a sexual 
assault evidence collection kit; 

(2) the right to have a sexual assault medical 
forensic examination regardless of whether 
the survivor reports to or cooperates with law 
enforcement; 

(3) the availability of a sexual assault advo-
cate; 

(4) the availability of protective orders and 
policies related to their enforcement; 

(5) policies regarding the storage, preserva-
tion, and disposal of sexual assault evidence 
collection kits; 

(6) the process, if any, to request preserva-
tion of sexual assault evidence collection kits 
or the probative evidence from such kits; and 

(7) the availability of victim compensation 
and restitution. 

(c) Dissemination of written notice 

Each recipient of a grant awarded under sub-
section (a) shall—

(1) provide the written notice described in 
subsection (b) to medical centers, hospitals, 
forensic examiners, sexual assault service pro-
viders, State and local law enforcement agen-
cies, and any other State agency or depart-
ment reasonably likely to serve sexual assault 
survivors; and 

(2) make the written notice described in sub-
section (b) publicly available on the Internet 
website of the attorney general of the State. 

(d) Provision to promote compliance 

The Attorney General may provide such tech-
nical assistance and guidance as necessary to 
help recipients meet the requirements of this 
section. 

(e) Integration of systems 

Any system developed and implemented under 
this section may be integrated with an existing 
case management system operated by the recipi-
ent of the grant if the system meets the require-
ments listed in this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404F, as added Pub. L. 
114–236, § 3, Oct. 7, 2016, 130 Stat. 967.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10603f of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20110. Administrative provisions 

(a) Authority of Director to establish rules and 
regulations 

The Director may establish such rules, regula-
tions, guidelines, and procedures as are nec-
essary to carry out any function of the Director 
under this subchapter. 

(b) Recordkeeping 

Each recipient of sums under this subchapter 
shall keep such records as the Director shall 
prescribe, including records that fully disclose 
the amount and disposition by such recipient of 
such sums, the total cost of the undertaking for 
which such sums are used, and that portion of 
the cost of the undertaking supplied by other 
sources, and such other records as will facilitate 
an effective audit. 

(c) Access of Director to books and records for 
purpose of audit and examination 

The Director shall have access, for purpose of 
audit and examination, to any books, docu-
ments, papers, and records of the recipient of 
sums under this subchapter that, in the opinion 
of the Director, may be related to the expendi-
ture of funds received under this subchapter. 

(d) Revealing research or statistical information; 
prohibition; immunity from legal pro-
ceedings; permission; admission of informa-
tion as evidence 

Except as otherwise provided by Federal law, 
no officer or employee of the Federal Govern-
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ment, and no recipient of sums under this sub-
chapter, shall use or reveal any research or sta-
tistical information furnished under this sub-
chapter by any person and identifiable to any 
specific private person for any purpose other 
than the purpose for which such information 
was obtained in accordance with this sub-
chapter. Such information, and any copy of such 
information, shall be immune from legal process 
and shall not, without the consent of the person 
furnishing such information, be admitted as evi-
dence or used for any purpose in any action, 
suit, or other judicial, legislative, or adminis-
trative proceeding. 

(e) Discrimination prohibited 

No person shall on the ground of race, color, 
religion, national origin, handicap, or sex be ex-
cluded from participation in, denied the benefits 
of, subjected to discrimination under, or denied 
employment in connection with, any under-
taking funded in whole or in part with sums 
made available under this subchapter. 

(f) Failure to comply with provisions; notice and 
hearing; power of Director 

If, after reasonable notice and opportunity for 
a hearing on the record, the Director finds that 
a State has failed to comply substantially with 
any provision of this subchapter or a rule, regu-
lation, guideline, or procedure issued under this 
subchapter, or an application submitted in ac-
cordance with this subchapter or the provisions 
of any other applicable law, the Director shall—

(1) terminate payments to such State; 
(2) suspend payments to such State until the 

Director is satisfied that such noncompliance 
has ended; or 

(3) take such other action as the Director 
deems appropriate. 

(g) Report 

The Director shall, on December 31, 1990, and 
on June 30 every two years thereafter, report to 
the President and to the Congress on the rev-
enue derived from each source described in sec-
tion 20101 of this title and on the effectiveness of 
the activities supported under this subchapter. 
The Director may include in such report rec-
ommendations for legislation to improve this 
subchapter. 

(h) Maintenance of effort 

Each entity receiving sums made available 
under this subchapter for administrative pur-
poses shall certify that such sums will not be 
used to supplant State or local funds, but will be 
used to increase the amount of such funds that 
would, in the absence of Federal funds, be made 
available for these purposes. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1407, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2176; Pub. L. 99–646, § 48, Nov. 10, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3605; Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, 
§ 7123(b)(10)–(14), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4421, 4422; 
Pub. L. 103–322, title XXIII, §§ 230206, 230207, Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2080; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, 
§ 604(b)(9), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3507.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (h), was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, and was translated as reading ‘‘this 

chapter’’, meaning chapter XIV of title II of Pub. L. 

98–473, to reflect the probable intent of Congress, and 

subsequently was translated as ‘‘this subchapter’’ after 

chapter 112 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 

was editorially reclassified as this subchapter. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10604 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 104–294 amended directory 

language of Pub. L. 103–322, § 230207. See 1994 Amend-

ment note below. 
1994—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230207, as amended 

by Pub. L. 104–294, substituted ‘‘and on June 30 every 

two years thereafter’’ for ‘‘and on December 31 every 2 

years thereafter’’. 
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 103–322, § 230206, added subsec. (h). 
1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(10), sub-

stituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’ in two 

places and ‘‘under this chapter’’ for ‘‘under this chapter 

and may delegate to any officer or employee of the De-

partment of Justice any such function as the Attorney 

General deems appropriate’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(11), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(12), which di-

rected substitution of ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney Gen-

eral or any duly authorized representative of the Attor-

ney General’’, was executed by making substitution in 

two places. 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(13), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’ two places in intro-

ductory provisions and in pars. (2) and (3). 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 100–690, § 7123(b)(14), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Attorney General’’ in two places and 

‘‘on December 31, 1990, and on December 31 every 2 

years thereafter’’ for ‘‘no later than December 31, 1987’’. 
1986—Subsecs. (g), (h). Pub. L. 99–646 redesignated 

subsec. (h) as (g) and substituted ‘‘1402’’, which was 

translated as ‘‘section 10601 of this title’’ for ‘‘1302’’, 

which had been editorially translated as ‘‘section 10601 

of this title’’, thereby requiring no change in text.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–294 effective Sept. 13, 1994, 

see section 604(d) of Pub. L. 104–294, set out as a note 

under section 13 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-

dure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–690 not applicable with re-

spect to a State compensation program that was an eli-

gible State crime victim compensation program on 

Nov. 18, 1988, until Oct. 1, 1991, see section 7129 of Pub. 

L. 100–690, as amended, set out as a note under section 

20101 of this title. 

§ 20111. Establishment of Office for Victims of 
Crime 

(a) Office established within Department of Jus-
tice 

There is established within the Department of 
Justice an Office for Victims of Crime (herein-
after in this subchapter referred to as the ‘‘Of-
fice’’). 

(b) Appointment of Director; authority; restric-
tions 

The Office shall be headed by a Director (re-
ferred to in this subchapter as the ‘‘Director’’), 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

who shall be appointed by the President. The Di-
rector shall report to the Attorney General 
through the Assistant Attorney General for the 
Office of Justice Programs and shall have final 
authority for all grants, cooperative agree-
ments, and contracts awarded by the Office. The 
Director shall not engage in any employment 
other than that of serving as the Director, nor 
shall the Director hold any office in, or act in 
any capacity for, any organization, agency, or 
institution with which the Office makes any 
contract or other agreement under this sub-
chapter.1 

(c) Duties of Director 

The Director shall have the following duties: 
(1) Administering funds made available by 

section 20101 of this title. 
(2) Providing funds to eligible States pursu-

ant to sections 20102 and 20103 of this title. 
(3) Establishing programs in accordance 

with section 20103(c) of this title on terms and 
conditions determined by the Director to be 
consistent with that subsection. 

(4) Cooperating with and providing technical 
assistance to States, units of local govern-
ment, and other public and private organiza-
tions or international agencies involved in ac-
tivities related to crime victims. 

(5) Such other functions as the Attorney 
General may delegate. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1411, as added Pub. L. 
100–690, title VII, § 7123(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4420; amended Pub. L. 112–166, § 2(h)(5), Aug. 10, 
2012, 126 Stat. 1285.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, the last place it appears in subsec. 

(b), was in the original ‘‘this part’’, which has been 

translated as reading in the original ‘‘this chapter’’ 

meaning chapter XIV of title II of Pub. L. 98–473 to re-

flect the probable intent of Congress because chapter 

XIV of title II of Pub. L. 98–473, which comprises this 

subchapter, does not contain parts. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10605 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112–166 struck out ‘‘, by and 

with the advice and consent of the Senate’’ before pe-

riod at end of first sentence.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–166 effective 60 days after 

Aug. 10, 2012, and applicable to appointments made on 

and after that effective date, including any nomination 

pending in the Senate on that date, see section 6(a) of 

Pub. L. 112–166, set out as a note under section 113 of 

Title 6, Domestic Security. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not applicable with respect to a State com-

pensation program that was an eligible State crime 

victim compensation program on Nov. 18, 1988, until 

Oct. 1, 1991, see section 7129 of Pub. L. 100–690, as 

amended, set out as an Effective Date of 1988 Amend-

ment note under section 20101 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER II—VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, SEXUAL 
ASSAULT, AND STALKING 

§ 20121. Legal assistance for victims 

(a) In general 

The purpose of this section is to enable the At-
torney General to award grants to increase the 
availability of civil and criminal legal assist-
ance necessary to provide effective aid to adult 
and youth victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, stalking, or sexual assault who are 
seeking relief in legal matters relating to or 
arising out of that abuse or violence, at minimal 
or no cost to the victims. When legal assistance 
to a dependent is necessary for the safety of a 
victim, such assistance may be provided. Crimi-
nal legal assistance provided for under this sec-
tion shall be limited to criminal matters relat-
ing to or arising out of domestic violence, sexual 
assault, dating violence, and stalking. 

(b) Definitions and grant conditions 

In this section, the definitions and grant con-
ditions provided in section 12291 of this title 
shall apply. 

(c) Legal assistance for victims grants 

The Attorney General may award grants under 
this subsection to private nonprofit entities, In-
dian tribal governments and tribal organiza-
tions, territorial organizations, and publicly 
funded organizations not acting in a govern-
mental capacity such as law schools, and which 
shall be used—

(1) to implement, expand, and establish co-
operative efforts and projects between domes-
tic violence, dating violence, and sexual as-
sault victim service providers and legal assist-
ance providers to provide legal assistance for 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
stalking, and sexual assault; 

(2) to implement, expand, and establish ef-
forts and projects to provide legal assistance 
for victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, stalking, and sexual assault by organi-
zations with a demonstrated history of pro-
viding direct legal or advocacy services on be-
half of these victims; and 

(3) to implement, expand, and establish ef-
forts and projects to provide competent, super-
vised pro bono legal assistance for victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, or stalking, except that not more than 
10 percent of the funds awarded under this sec-
tion may be used for the purpose described in 
this paragraph. 

(d) Eligibility 

To be eligible for a grant under subsection (c), 
applicants shall certify in writing that—

(1) any person providing legal assistance 
through a program funded under this section—

(A)(i) is a licensed attorney or is working 
under the direct supervision of a licensed at-
torney; 

(ii) in immigration proceedings, is a Board 
of Immigration Appeals accredited rep-
resentative; 
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(iii) in Veterans’ Administration claims, is 
an accredited representative; or 

(iv) is any person who functions as an at-
torney or lay advocate in Tribal court; and 

(B)(i) has demonstrated expertise in pro-
viding legal assistance to victims of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
or stalking in the targeted population; or 

(ii)(I) is partnered with an entity or person 
that has demonstrated expertise described in 
clause (i); and 

(II) has completed, or will complete, train-
ing in connection with domestic violence, 
dating violence, stalking, or sexual assault 
and related legal issues, including training 
on evidence-based risk factors for domestic 
and dating violence homicide;

(2) any training program conducted in satis-
faction of the requirement of paragraph (1) has 
been or will be developed with input from and 
in collaboration with a tribal, State, terri-
torial, local, or culturally specific domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault or 
stalking victim service provider or coalition, 
as well as appropriate tribal, State, terri-
torial, and local law enforcement officials; 

(3) any person or organization providing 
legal assistance through a program funded 
under subsection (c) has informed and will 
continue to inform State, local, or tribal do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or sexual as-
sault programs and coalitions, as well as ap-
propriate State and local law enforcement of-
ficials of their work; and 

(4) the grantee’s organizational policies do 
not require mediation or counseling involving 
offenders and victims physically together, in 
cases where sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence, stalking, or child sexual 
abuse is an issue. 

(e) Evaluation 

The Attorney General may evaluate the 
grants funded under this section through con-
tracts or other arrangements with entities ex-
pert on domestic violence, dating violence, 
stalking, and sexual assault, and on evaluation 
research. 

(f) Authorization of appropriations 

(1) In general 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $60,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2023 through 2027. 

(2) Allocation of funds 

(A) Tribal programs 

Of the amount made available under this 
subsection in each fiscal year, not less than 
3 percent shall be used for grants for pro-
grams that assist adult and youth victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, 
and sexual assault on lands within the juris-
diction of an Indian tribe. 

(B) Tribal government program 

(i) In general 

Not less than 7 percent of the total 
amount available under this section for 
each fiscal year shall be available for 
grants under the program authorized by 
section 10452 of this title. 

(ii) Applicability of part 1 

The requirements of this section shall 
not apply to funds allocated for the pro-
gram described in clause (i). 

(C) Victims of sexual assault 

Of the amount made available under this 
subsection in each fiscal year, not less than 
25 percent shall be used for direct services, 
training, and technical assistance to support 
projects focused solely or primarily on pro-
viding legal assistance to victims of sexual 
assault. 

(3) Nonsupplantation 

Amounts made available under this section 
shall be used to supplement and not supplant 
other Federal, State, and local funds expended 
to further the purpose of this section. 

(Pub. L. 106–386, div. B, title II, § 1201, Oct. 28, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1504; Pub. L. 108–405, title II, § 205, 
Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2271; Pub. L. 109–162, title 
I, § 103, title IX, § 906(f), formerly § 906(g), Jan. 5, 
2006, 119 Stat. 2978, 3082, renumbered § 906(f), Pub. 
L. 109–271, § 7(b)(2)(B), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 764; 
Pub. L. 109–271, § 7(d)(1), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 
765; Pub. L. 113–4, title I, § 103, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 
Stat. 73; Pub. L. 117–103, div. W, title I, § 103, 
Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 850.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The reference to ‘‘part’’ in subsec. (f)(2)(B)(ii) head-

ing, appearing in the original, is unidentifiable because 

title II of div. B of Pub. L. 106–386 does not contain 

parts. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 3796gg–6 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 117–103, § 103(1), inserted 

‘‘When legal assistance to a dependent is necessary for 

the safety of a victim, such assistance may be pro-

vided.’’ after ‘‘no cost to the victims.’’
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 117–103, § 103(2)(A), amended 

par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) related 

to any person providing legal assistance through a pro-

gram funded under subsection (c) of this section. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 117–103, § 103(2)(B), substituted 

‘‘local, or culturally specific’’ for ‘‘or local’’. 
Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 117–103, § 103(2)(C), inserted 

‘‘stalking,’’ after ‘‘dating violence,’’. 
Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 117–103, § 103(3), substituted 

‘‘$60,000,000’’ for ‘‘$57,000,000’’ and ‘‘2023 through 2027’’ 

for ‘‘2014 through 2018’’. 
2013—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–4, § 103(1), substituted 

‘‘relating to or arising out of’’ for ‘‘arising as a con-

sequence of’’ and inserted ‘‘or arising out of’’ after 

‘‘criminal matters relating to’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 113–4, § 103(2), inserted ‘‘and grant 

conditions’’ after ‘‘Definitions’’ in heading and after 

‘‘definitions’’ in text. 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 113–4, § 103(3)(A), which directed 

the substitution of ‘‘victim service providers’’ for ‘‘vic-

tims services organizations’’, was executed by making 

the substitution for ‘‘victim services organizations’’ to 

reflect the probable intent of Congress. 
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Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 113–4, § 103(3)(B), added par. (3) 

and struck out former par. (3) which read as follows: 

‘‘to provide training, technical assistance, and data col-

lection to improve the capacity of grantees and other 

entities to offer legal assistance to victims of domestic 

violence, dating violence, stalking, and sexual as-

sault.’’
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 113–4, § 103(4)(A), which directed 

substitution of ‘‘this section—’’ and subpars. (A) and 

(B) for ‘‘this section has completed or will complete 

training in connection with domestic violence, dating 

violence, or sexual assault and related legal issues;’’, 

was executed by making the substitution for ‘‘has com-

pleted or will complete training in connection with do-

mestic violence, dating violence, or sexual assault and 

related legal issues;’’ to reflect the probable intent of 

Congress because ‘‘this section’’ did not appear in text 

prior to the amendment. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 113–4, § 103(4)(B), substituted 

‘‘stalking victim service provider’’ for ‘‘stalking orga-

nization’’. 
Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 113–4, § 103(5), substituted ‘‘this 

section $57,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 

2018.’’ for ‘‘this section $65,000,000 for each of fiscal 

years 2007 through 2011.’’
2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–162, § 103(1), inserted 

‘‘civil and criminal’’ after ‘‘availability of’’, ‘‘adult and 

youth’’ after ‘‘effective aid to’’, and ‘‘Criminal legal as-

sistance provided for under this section shall be limited 

to criminal matters relating to domestic violence, sex-

ual assault, dating violence, and stalking.’’ at end. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–162, § 103(2), reenacted subsec. 

heading without change and amended text generally. 

Prior to amendment, text defined for purposes of this 

section the terms ‘‘dating violence’’, ‘‘domestic vio-

lence’’, ‘‘legal assistance’’, and ‘‘sexual assault’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–162, § 103(3), inserted ‘‘and 

tribal organizations, territorial organizations’’ after 

‘‘Indian tribal governments’’ in introductory provi-

sions. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 109–162, § 103(4), added par. (2) 

and struck out former par. (2) which read as follows: 

‘‘any training program conducted in satisfaction of the 

requirement of paragraph (1) has been or will be devel-

oped with input from and in collaboration with a State, 

local, or tribal domestic violence, dating violence, or 

sexual assault program or coalition, as well as appro-

priate State and local law enforcement officials;’’. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–162, § 103(5), which directed 

amendment identical to that made by Pub. L. 108–405, 

§ 205(5), was not executed. See 2004 Amendment note 

below. 
Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 103(6)(A), added par. (1) 

and struck out former par. (1). Former text read as fol-

lows: ‘‘There is authorized to be appropriated to carry 

out this section $40,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2001 

through 2005.’’
Subsec. (f)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109–271, § 7(d)(1)(A)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘3 percent’’ for ‘‘10 percent’’. 
Pub. L. 109–162, § 103(6)(B), substituted ‘‘10 percent’’ 

for ‘‘5 percent’’ and inserted ‘‘adult and youth’’ after 

‘‘that assist’’. 
Subsec. (f)(2)(B), (C). Pub. L. 109–271, § 7(d)(1)(A)(ii), 

(iii), added subpar. (B) and redesignated former subpar. 

(B) as (C). 
Subsec. (f)(4). Pub. L. 109–271, § 7(d)(1)(B), struck out 

par. (4) which read as follows: ‘‘Not less than 10 percent 

of the total amount available under this section for 

each fiscal year shall be available for grants under the 

program authorized in section 3796gg–10 of this title. 

The requirements of this paragraph shall not apply to 

funds allocated for such program.’’
Pub. L. 109–162, § 906(f), formerly § 906(g), as renum-

bered by Pub. L. 109–271, § 7(b)(2)(B), added par. (4). 
2004—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(1), inserted 

‘‘dating violence,’’ after ‘‘domestic violence,’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1) to (4). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(2), added par. 

(1), redesignated former pars. (1) to (3) as (2) to (4), re-

spectively, and inserted ‘‘dating violence,’’ after ‘‘do-

mestic violence,’’ in par. (3). 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(3)(A), inserted 

‘‘, dating violence,’’ after ‘‘between domestic violence’’ 

and ‘‘dating violence,’’ after ‘‘victims of domestic vio-

lence,’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2), (3). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(3)(B), (C), in-

serted ‘‘dating violence,’’ after ‘‘domestic violence,’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(4)(A)–(C), in-

serted ‘‘, dating violence,’’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’. 

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(4)(D), inserted 

‘‘dating violence,’’ after ‘‘domestic violence,’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(5), inserted ‘‘dating 

violence,’’ after ‘‘domestic violence,’’. 

Subsec. (f)(2)(A). Pub. L. 108–405, § 205(6), inserted 

‘‘dating violence,’’ after ‘‘domestic violence,’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–103 not effective until Oct. 

1 of the first fiscal year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, 

see section 4(a) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 6851 of Title 15, 

Commerce and Trade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–162 not effective until the 

beginning of fiscal year 2007, see section 4 of Pub. L. 

109–162, set out as a note under section 10261 of this 

title. 

§ 20122. Education, training, and enhanced serv-
ices to end violence against and abuse of in-
dividuals with disabilities and Deaf people 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
may award grants to eligible entities—

(1) to provide training, consultation, and in-
formation on domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, stalking, sexual assault, and abuse by 
caregivers against individuals with disabilities 
(as defined in section 3 of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12102)) and 
Deaf people; and 

(2) to enhance direct services to such indi-
viduals. 

(b) Use of funds 

Grants awarded under this section shall be 
used—

(1) to provide personnel, training, technical 
assistance, advocacy, intervention, risk reduc-
tion (including using evidence-based indica-
tors to assess the risk of domestic and dating 
violence homicide) and prevention of domestic 
violence, dating violence, stalking, and sexual 
assault against individuals with disabilities 
and Deaf people; 

(2) to conduct outreach activities to ensure 
that individuals with disabilities and Deaf 
people who are victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, stalking, or sexual assault re-
ceive appropriate assistance; 

(3) to conduct cross-training for victim serv-
ice organizations, governmental agencies, 
courts, law enforcement and other first re-
sponders, and nonprofit, nongovernmental or-
ganizations serving individuals with disabil-
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ities about risk reduction, intervention, pre-
vention and the nature of domestic violence, 
dating violence, stalking, and sexual assault 
for individuals with disabilities and Deaf peo-
ple; 

(4) to provide technical assistance to assist 
with modifications to existing policies, proto-
cols, and procedures to ensure equal access to 
the services, programs, and activities of vic-
tim service providers for individuals with dis-
abilities and Deaf people; 

(5) to provide training and technical assist-
ance on the requirements of shelters and vic-
tim service providers under Federal anti-
discrimination laws, including—

(A) the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 [42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.]; and 

(B) section 794 of title 29;

(6) to modify facilities, purchase equipment, 
and provide personnel so that shelters and vic-
tim service organizations can accommodate 
the needs of individuals with disabilities and 
Deaf people; 

(7) to provide advocacy and intervention 
services for individuals with disabilities and 
Deaf people who are victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual as-
sault; or 

(8) to develop model programs to enhance 
the capacity of organizations serving individ-
uals with disabilities and Deaf people who are 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking. 

(c) Eligible entities 

(1) In general 

An entity shall be eligible to receive a grant 
under this section if the entity is—

(A) a State; 
(B) a unit of local government; 
(C) an Indian tribal government or tribal 

organization; or 
(D) a victim service provider, such as a 

State or tribal domestic violence or sexual 
assault coalition or a nonprofit, nongovern-
mental organization serving individuals 
with disabilities and Deaf people. 

(2) Limitation 

A grant awarded for the purpose described in 
subsection (b)(8) shall only be awarded to an 
eligible agency (as defined in section 796f–5 1 of 
title 29). 

(d) Underserved populations 

In awarding grants under this section, the Di-
rector shall ensure that the needs of under-
served populations are being addressed. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2023 through 
2027 to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 106–386, div. B, title IV, § 1402, Oct. 28, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1513; Pub. L. 109–162, title II, 
§ 204(a), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3000; Pub. L. 113–4, 
title II, § 203, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 82; Pub. L. 
117–103, div. W, title II, § 203, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 
Stat. 857.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, referred 

to in subsec. (b)(5)(A), is Pub. L. 101–336, July 26, 1990, 

104 Stat. 327, which is classified principally to chapter 

126 (§ 12101 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and 

Welfare. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 12101 

of Title 42 and Tables. 
Section 796f–5 of title 29, referred to in subsec. (c)(2), 

was in the original ‘‘section 410 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 796f–5)’’ and was translated as 

meaning section 726 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 3796gg–7 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Pub. L. 117–103, § 203(1), substituted ‘‘individuals 

with disabilities and Deaf people’’ for ‘‘women with dis-

abilities’’ in section catchline. 
Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 117–103, § 203(2), substituted 

‘‘sexual assault, and abuse by caregivers’’ for ‘‘and sex-

ual assault’’ and inserted ‘‘and Deaf people’’ after 

‘‘with disabilities (as defined in section 3 of the Ameri-

cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12102))’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 117–103, § 203(3)(A), substituted 

‘‘individuals with disabilities and Deaf people’’ for ‘‘dis-

abled individuals’’ wherever appearing. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 117–103, § 203(3)(B), inserted 

‘‘and other first responders’’ after ‘‘law enforcement’’. 
Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 117–103, § 203(3)(C), substituted 

‘‘to enhance the capacity of’’ for ‘‘providing advocacy 

and intervention services within’’. 
Subsec. (c)(1)(D). Pub. L. 117–103, § 203(4), substituted 

‘‘individuals with disabilities and Deaf people’’ for ‘‘dis-

abled individuals’’. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 117–103, § 203(5), substituted 

‘‘$15,000,000’’ for ‘‘$9,000,000’’ and ‘‘2023 through 2027’’ for 

‘‘2014 through 2018’’. 
2013—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 113–4, § 203(1)(A), inserted 

‘‘(including using evidence-based indicators to assess 

the risk of domestic and dating violence homicide)’’ 

after ‘‘risk reduction’’. 
Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 113–4, § 203(1)(B), substituted 

‘‘victim service providers’’ for ‘‘victim service organi-

zations’’. 
Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 113–4, § 203(1)(C), substituted 

‘‘victim service providers’’ for ‘‘victim services organi-

zations’’ in introductory provisions. 
Subsec. (c)(1)(D). Pub. L. 113–4, § 203(2), substituted 

‘‘victim service provider, such as a State or tribal’’ for 

‘‘nonprofit and nongovernmental victim services orga-

nization, such as a State’’. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–4, § 203(3), substituted 

‘‘$9,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018’’ for 

‘‘$10,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2007 through 

2011’’. 
2006—Pub. L. 109–162 substituted ‘‘Education, train-

ing, and enhanced services to end violence against and 

abuse of women with disabilities’’ for ‘‘Education and 

training to end violence against and abuse of women 

with disabilities’’ in section catchline and amended 

text generally. Prior to amendment, text consisted of 

subsecs. (a) to (d) relating to award of grants to provide 

education and technical assistance for the purpose of 

providing training, consultation, and information on 

domestic violence, stalking, and sexual assault against 

women who are individuals with disabilities and au-

thorized appropriations for fiscal years 2001 through 

2005.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–103 not effective until Oct. 

1 of the first fiscal year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, 
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see section 4(a) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 6851 of Title 15, 

Commerce and Trade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–162 not effective until the 

beginning of fiscal year 2007, see section 4 of Pub. L. 

109–162, set out as a note under section 10261 of this 

title. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-

tion 1002 of Pub. L. 106–386, set out as a note under sec-

tion 10447 of this title. 

§ 20123. Grants for outreach and services to un-
derserved populations 

(a) Grants authorized 

(1) In general 

Of the amounts appropriated under the grant 
programs identified in paragraph (2), the At-
torney General shall take 2 percent of such ap-
propriated amounts and combine them to 
award grants to eligible entities described in 
subsection (b) of this section to develop and 
implement outreach strategies targeted at 
adult or youth victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking in 
underserved populations and to provide victim 
services to meet the needs of adult and youth 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking in underserved 
populations. The requirements of the grant 
programs identified in paragraph (2) shall not 
apply to this grant program. 

(2) Programs covered 

The programs covered by paragraph (1) are 
the programs carried out under the following 
provisions: 

(A) Section 10441 of this title (Grants to 
Combat Violent Crimes Against Women). 

(B) Section 10461 of this title (Grants to 
Encourage Arrest Policies and Enforcement 
of Protection Orders Program). 

(b) Eligible entities 

Eligible entities under this section are—
(1) population specific organizations that 

have demonstrated experience and expertise in 
providing population specific services in the 
relevant underserved communities, or popu-
lation specific organizations working in part-
nership with a victim service provider or do-
mestic violence or sexual assault coalition; 

(2) victim service providers offering popu-
lation specific services for a specific under-
served population; or 

(3) victim service providers working in part-
nership with a national, State, tribal, Native 
Hawaiian, or local organization that has dem-
onstrated experience and expertise in pro-
viding population specific services in the rel-
evant underserved population. 

(c) Planning grants 

The Attorney General may use up to 25 per-
cent of funds available under this section to 

make one-time planning grants to eligible enti-
ties to support the planning and development of 
specially designed and targeted programs for 
adult and youth victims in one or more under-
served populations, including—

(1) identifying, building and strengthening 
partnerships with potential collaborators 
within underserved populations, Federal, 
State, tribal, territorial or local government 
entities, and public and private organizations; 

(2) conducting a needs assessment of the 
community and the targeted underserved pop-
ulation or populations to determine what the 
barriers are to service access and what factors 
contribute to those barriers, using input from 
the targeted underserved population or popu-
lations; 

(3) identifying promising prevention, out-
reach and intervention strategies for victims 
from a targeted underserved population or 
populations; and 

(4) developing a plan, with the input of the 
targeted underserved population or popu-
lations, for implementing prevention, out-
reach and intervention strategies to address 
the barriers to accessing services, promoting 
community engagement in the prevention of 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking within the targeted under-
served populations, and evaluating the pro-
gram. 

(d) Implementation grants 

The Attorney General shall make grants to el-
igible entities for the purpose of providing or en-
hancing population specific outreach and serv-
ices to adult and youth victims in one or more 
underserved populations, including—

(1) working with Federal, State, tribal, terri-
torial and local governments, agencies, and or-
ganizations to develop or enhance population 
specific services; 

(2) strengthening the capacity of under-
served populations to provide population spe-
cific services; 

(3) strengthening the capacity of traditional 
victim service providers to provide population 
specific services; 

(4) strengthening the response of criminal 
and civil justice interventions by providing 
population-specific training for law enforce-
ment, prosecutors, judges and other court per-
sonnel on domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking in underserved pop-
ulations; 

(5) working in cooperation with an under-
served population to develop and implement 
outreach, education, prevention, and interven-
tion strategies that highlight available re-
sources and the specific issues faced by vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking from underserved 
populations; 

(6) developing, enlarging, or strengthening 
culturally specific programs and projects to 
provide culturally specific services regarding 
responses to, and prevention of, female genital 
mutilation and cutting; or 

(7) strengthening the response of social and 
human services by providing population-spe-
cific training for service providers on domestic 
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violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking in underserved populations. 

(e) Application 

An eligible entity desiring a grant under this 
section shall submit an application to the Direc-
tor of the Office on Violence Against Women at 
such time, in such form, and in such manner as 
the Director may prescribe. 

(f) Reports 

Each eligible entity receiving a grant under 
this section shall submit to the Director of the 
Office on Violence Against Women a report that 
describes the activities carried out with grant 
funds. 

(g) Authorization of appropriations 

In addition to the funds identified in sub-
section (a)(1), there are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this section $6,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027. 

(h) Definitions and grant conditions 

In this section the definitions and grant condi-
tions in section 12291 of this title shall apply. 

(Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 120, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 
Stat. 2990; Pub. L. 109–271, §§ 1(c)(2), 2(h), Aug. 12, 
2006, 120 Stat. 750, 752; Pub. L. 113–4, title I, § 108, 
Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 78; Pub. L. 117–103, div. W, 
title I, § 105, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 851.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14045 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 117–103, § 105(1), inserted 

‘‘Native Hawaiian,’’ before ‘‘or local organization’’. 

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 117–103, § 105(2)(A)(i), (ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘response’’ for ‘‘effectiveness’’ and inserted 

‘‘population-specific’’ before ‘‘training’’. 

Subsec. (d)(6), (7). Pub. L. 117–103, § 105(2)(A)(iii), (B), 

(C), added pars. (6) and (7). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 117–103, § 105(3), substituted 

‘‘$6,000,000’’ for ‘‘$2,000,000’’ and ‘‘2023 through 2027’’ for 

‘‘2014 through 2018’’. 

2013—Pub. L. 113–4 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section related to grants for outreach 

to underserved populations. 

2006—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(h), struck out 

‘‘, every 18 months,’’ after ‘‘Office of Violence Against 

Women’’. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 109–271, § 1(c)(2), added subsec. (i).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–103 not effective until Oct. 

1 of the first fiscal year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, 

see section 4(a) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 6851 of Title 15, 

Commerce and Trade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

§ 20124. Enhancing culturally specific services 
for victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking 

(a) Establishment 

(1) In general 

Of the amounts appropriated under certain 
grant programs identified in paragraph (2), the 
Attorney General, through the Director of the 
Office on Violence Against Women (referred to 
in this section as the ‘‘Director’’), shall take 
15 percent of such appropriated amounts for 
the program under paragraph (2)(A) and 5 per-
cent of such appropriated amounts for the pro-
grams under subparagraphs (B) through (E) of 
paragraph (2) and combine them to establish a 
new grant program to enhance culturally spe-
cific services for victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 
Grants made under this new program shall be 
administered by the Director. The require-
ments of the grant programs identified in 
paragraph (2) shall not apply to this new grant 
program. 

(2) Programs covered 

The programs covered by paragraph (1) are 
the programs carried out under the following 
provisions: 

(A) Section 10461 of this title (Grants to 
Encourage Arrest Policies and Enforcement 
of Protection Orders). 

(B) Section 20121 of this title 1 (Legal As-
sistance for Victims). 

(C) Section 12341 of this title (Rural Do-
mestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual 
Assault, Stalking, and Child Abuse Enforce-
ment Assistance). 

(D) Section 14041a of title 42 (Enhanced 
Training and Services to End Violence 
Against Women Later in Life).1

(E) Section 20122 of this title (Education, 
Training, and Enhanced Services to End Vio-
lence Against and Abuse of Women with Dis-
abilities). 

(3) Additional authorization of appropriations 

In addition to the amounts made available 
under paragraph (1), there are authorized to be 
appropriated to carry out this section 
$25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2023 through 
2027. 

(4) Distribution 

(A) In general 

Of the total amount available for grants 
under this section, not less than 40 percent 
of such funds shall be allocated for programs 
or projects that meaningfully address non-
intimate partner relationship sexual assault. 

(B) Alternative allocation 

Notwithstanding 12291(b)(11) 2 of this title, 
the Director may allocate a portion of funds 
described in subparagraph (A) to enhanced 
technical assistance relating to non-inti-
mate partner sexual assault if the Office on 
Violence Against Women does not receive 
sufficient qualified applications proposing to 
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address non-intimate partner relationship 
sexual assault. 

(b) Purpose of program and grants 

(1) General program purpose 

The purpose of the program required by this 
section is to promote: 

(A) The maintenance and replication of ex-
isting successful services in domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking community-based programs pro-
viding culturally specific services and other 
resources. 

(B) The development of innovative cul-
turally specific strategies and projects to en-
hance access to services and resources for 
victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking who face 
obstacles to using more traditional services 
and resources. 

(2) Purposes for which grants may be used 

The Director shall make grants to commu-
nity-based programs for the purpose of en-
hancing culturally specific services for vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking. Grants under the 
program shall support community-based ef-
forts to address distinctive cultural responses 
to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking, including—

(A) working with State and local govern-
ments and social service agencies to develop 
and enhance effective strategies to provide 
culturally specific services to victims of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking; 

(B) increasing communities’ capacity to 
provide culturally specific resources and 
support for victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 
crimes and their families; 

(C) strengthening criminal justice inter-
ventions, by providing training for law en-
forcement, prosecution, courts, probation, 
and correctional facilities on culturally spe-
cific responses to domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking; 

(D) enhancing traditional services to vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking through the 
leadership of culturally specific programs of-
fering services to victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking; 

(E) working in cooperation with the com-
munity to develop education and prevention 
strategies highlighting culturally specific 
issues and resources regarding victims of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking; 

(F) providing culturally specific programs 
for children exposed to domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalk-
ing; 

(G) providing culturally specific resources 
and services that address the safety, eco-
nomic, housing, and workplace needs of vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking, including emer-
gency assistance; or 

(H) examining the dynamics of culture and 
its impact on victimization and healing. 

(3) Technical assistance and training 

The Director shall provide technical assist-
ance and training to grantees of this and other 
programs under this Act regarding the devel-
opment and provision of effective culturally 
specific community-based services by entering 
into cooperative agreements or contracts with 
an organization or organizations having a 
demonstrated expertise in and whose primary 
purpose is addressing the development and 
provision of culturally specific community-
based services to victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 
Not less than 1 such organization shall have 
demonstrated expertise primarily in domestic 
violence services, and not less than 1 such or-
ganization shall have demonstrated expertise 
primarily in non-intimate partner sexual as-
sault services. 

(c) Eligible entities 

Eligible entities for grants under this Section 3 
include—

(1) community-based programs whose pri-
mary purpose is providing culturally specific 
services to victims of domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, sexual assault, and stalking; and 

(2) community-based programs whose pri-
mary purpose is providing culturally specific 
services who can partner with a program hav-
ing demonstrated expertise in serving victims 
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking. 

(d) Reporting 

The Director shall issue a biennial report on 
the distribution of funding under this section, 
the progress made in replicating and supporting 
increased services to victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalk-
ing who face obstacles to using more traditional 
services and resources, and the types of cul-
turally accessible programs, strategies, tech-
nical assistance, and training developed or en-
hanced through this program. 

(e) Evaluation 

The Director shall award a contract or cooper-
ative agreement to evaluate programs under 
this section to an entity with the demonstrated 
expertise in and primary goal of providing en-
hanced cultural access to services and resources 
for victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking who face ob-
stacles to using more traditional services and 
resources. 

(f) Non-exclusivity 

Nothing in this Section 3 shall be interpreted 
to exclude culturally specific community-based 
programs from applying to other grant pro-
grams authorized under this Act. 

(g) Definitions and grant conditions 

In this section the definitions and grant condi-
tions in section 12291 of this title shall apply. 

(Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 121, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 
Stat. 2991; Pub. L. 109–271, §§ 1(c)(3), 2(k), Aug. 12, 
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2006, 120 Stat. 751, 753; Pub. L. 113–4, title I, § 109, 
Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 80; Pub. L. 117–103, div. W, 
title I, § 108, title IX, § 901(e), Mar. 15, 2022, 136 
Stat. 852, 911.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 20121 of this title, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(2)(B), was in the original ‘‘Section 14201 of division 

B of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-

tion Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg–6)’’, which was trans-

lated as meaning ‘‘Section 1201 of division B of the Vic-

tims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 

(42 U.S.C. 3796gg–6)’’, which is section 1201 of title II of 

div. B of Pub. L. 106–386, to reflect the probable intent 

of Congress. Section 1201 of title II of div. B of Pub. L. 

106–386 was classified as section 3796gg–6 of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare, prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as section 20121 of this title. 
The parenthetical reference ‘‘(Enhanced Training and 

Services to End Violence Against Women Later in 

Life)’’ appearing after ‘‘Section 14041a of title 42’’ in 

subsec. (a)(2)(D), probably should be ‘‘(Enhanced Train-

ing and Services to End Violence Against and Abuse of 

Women Later in Life)’’. Section 14041a of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare, was omitted in the general 

amendment of Part G of subchapter III of chapter 136 

of Title 42 by Pub. L. 113–4, title II, § 204(a), Mar. 7, 2013, 

127 Stat. 82. 
This Act, referred to in subsecs. (b)(3) and (f), is Pub. 

L. 109–162, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2960, known as the Vio-

lence Against Women and Department of Justice Reau-

thorization Act of 2005. For complete classification of 

this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 2006 Act note 

set out under section 10101 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14045a of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 117–103, § 901(e), sub-

stituted ‘‘the Office on Violence Against Women’’ for 

‘‘the Violence Against Women Office’’. 
Pub. L. 117–103, § 108(1)(A)(ii), substituted ‘‘shall take 

15 percent of such appropriated amounts for the pro-

gram under paragraph (2)(A) and 5 percent of such ap-

propriated amounts for the programs under subpara-

graphs (B) through (E) of paragraph (2)’’ for ‘‘shall take 

5 percent of such appropriated amounts’’. 
Pub. L. 117–103, § 108(1)(A)(i), which directed substi-

tution of ‘‘paragraph (2)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (a)(2) of this 

subsection’’, was executed by making the substitution 

for ‘‘paragraph (a)(2) of this Section’’, to reflect the 

probable intent of Congress. 
Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 117–103, § 108(1)(B), added 

pars. (3) and (4). 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 117–103, § 108(2), inserted at end 

‘‘Not less than 1 such organization shall have dem-

onstrated expertise primarily in domestic violence 

services, and not less than 1 such organization shall 

have demonstrated expertise primarily in non-intimate 

partner sexual assault services.’’
Subsecs. (e) to (h). Pub. L. 117–103, § 108(3), (4), redesig-

nated subsecs. (f) to (h) as (e) to (g), respectively, and 

struck out former subsec. (e). Prior to amendment, text 

of subsec. (e) read as follows: ‘‘The Director shall award 

grants for a 2-year period, with a possible extension of 

another 2 years to implement projects under the 

grant.’’
2013—Pub. L. 113–4, § 109(1)–(3), struck out ‘‘and lin-

guistically’’ after ‘‘culturally’’ in section catchline and 

wherever appearing in text and struck out ‘‘and lin-

guistic’’ after ‘‘cultural’’ in subsecs. (b)(2) and (f). 
Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 113–4, § 109(4), added par. (2) and 

struck out former par. (2) which related to covered pro-

grams. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 113–4, § 109(5), struck out ‘‘lin-

guistic and’’ before ‘‘culturally’’. 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(k)(1), inserted 

‘‘The requirements of the grant programs identified in 

paragraph (2) shall not apply to this new grant pro-

gram.’’ at end. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(k)(2), which directed 

substituting ‘‘, including—’’ and subpars. (A) to (H) for 

the period, was executed by making the substitution 

for the period at the end to reflect the probable intent 

of Congress. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 109–271, § 1(c)(3), added subsec. (h).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–103 not effective until Oct. 

1 of the first fiscal year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, 

see section 4(a) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 6851 of Title 15, 

Commerce and Trade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not effective until the beginning of fiscal 

year 2007, see section 4 of Pub. L. 109–162, set out as an 

Effective Date of 2006 Amendment note under section 

10261 of this title. 

§ 20125. Grants to combat violent crimes on cam-
puses 

(a) Grants authorized 

(1) In general 

The Attorney General is authorized to make 
grants to institutions of higher education, for 
use by such institutions or consortia con-
sisting of campus personnel, student organiza-
tions, campus administrators, security per-
sonnel, and regional crisis centers affiliated 
with the institution, to develop and strength-
en effective security and investigation strate-
gies to combat domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking on cam-
puses, to develop and strengthen victim serv-
ices in cases involving such crimes on cam-
puses, which may include partnerships with 
local criminal justice authorities and commu-
nity-based victim services agencies, and to de-
velop and strengthen prevention education 
and awareness programs. 

(2) Equitable participation 

The Attorney General shall make every ef-
fort to ensure—

(A) the equitable participation of private 
and public institutions of higher education 
in the activities assisted under this section; 

(B) the equitable geographic distribution 
of grants under this section among the var-
ious regions of the United States; and 

(C) the equitable distribution of grants 
under this section to tribal colleges and uni-
versities and traditionally black colleges 
and universities. 

(b) Use of grant funds 

Grant funds awarded under this section may 
be used for the following purposes: 
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(1) To provide personnel, training, technical 
assistance, data collection, and other equip-
ment with respect to the increased apprehen-
sion, investigation, and adjudication of per-
sons committing domestic violence, dating vi-
olence, sexual assault, and stalking on cam-
pus. 

(2) To develop, strengthen, and implement 
campus policies, protocols, and services that 
more effectively identify and respond to the 
crimes of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking, including the use 
of technology to commit these crimes, and to 
train campus administrators, campus security 
personnel, and all participants in the resolu-
tion process, including personnel from the 
Title IX coordinator’s office, student conduct 
office, and campus disciplinary or judicial 
boards on such policies, protocols, and services 
that promote a prompt, fair, and impartial in-
vestigation. 

(3) To provide prevention and education pro-
gramming about domestic violence, dating vi-
olence, sexual assault, and stalking, including 
technological abuse and reproductive and sex-
ual coercion, that is age-appropriate, cul-
turally relevant, ongoing, delivered in mul-
tiple venues on campus, accessible, promotes 
respectful nonviolent behavior as a social 
norm, and engages men and boys. Such pro-
gramming should be developed in partnership 
or collaboratively with experts in intimate 
partner and sexual violence prevention and 
intervention. 

(4) To develop, enlarge, or strengthen victim 
services programs and population specific 
services on the campuses of the institutions 
involved, including programs providing legal, 
medical, or psychological counseling, for vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking, and to improve 
delivery of victim assistance on campus. To 
the extent practicable, such an institution 
shall collaborate with any victim service pro-
viders in the community in which the institu-
tion is located. If appropriate victim services 
programs are not available in the community 
or are not accessible to students, the institu-
tion shall, to the extent practicable, provide a 
victim services program on campus or create a 
victim services program in collaboration with 
a community-based organization. The institu-
tion shall use not less than 20 percent of the 
funds made available through the grant for a 
victim services program provided in accord-
ance with this paragraph, regardless of wheth-
er the services are provided by the institution 
or in coordination with community victim 
service providers. 

(5) To create, disseminate, or otherwise pro-
vide assistance and information about victims’ 
options on and off campus to bring discipli-
nary or other legal action, including assist-
ance to victims in immigration matters. 

(6) To develop, install, or expand data collec-
tion and communication systems, including 
computerized systems, linking campus secu-
rity to the local law enforcement for the pur-
pose of identifying and tracking arrests, pro-
tection orders, violations of protection orders, 
prosecutions, and convictions with respect to 

the crimes of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking on campus. 

(7) To provide capital improvements (includ-
ing improved lighting and communications fa-
cilities but not including the construction of 
buildings) on campuses to address the crimes 
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking. 

(8) To support improved coordination among 
campus administrators, campus security per-
sonnel, and local law enforcement to reduce 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking on campus. 

(9) To develop or adapt, provide, and dis-
seminate developmental, culturally appro-
priate, and linguistically accessible print or 
electronic materials to address both preven-
tion and intervention in domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual violence, and stalking. 

(10) To develop or adapt and disseminate 
population specific strategies and projects for 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking from underserved 
populations on campus. 

(11) To train campus health centers and ap-
propriate campus faculty, such as academic 
advisors or professionals who deal with stu-
dents on a daily basis, on how to recognize and 
respond to domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking, including train-
ing health providers on how to provide uni-
versal education to all members of the campus 
community on the impacts of violence on 
health and unhealthy relationships and how 
providers can support ongoing outreach ef-
forts. 

(12) To train campus personnel in how to use 
a victim-centered, trauma-informed interview 
technique, which means asking questions of a 
student or a campus employee who is reported 
to be a victim of sexual assault, domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or stalking, in a man-
ner that is focused on the experience of the re-
ported victim, that does not judge or blame 
the reported victim for the alleged crime, and 
that is informed by evidence-based research on 
trauma response. To the extent practicable, 
campus personnel shall allow the reported vic-
tim to participate in a recorded interview and 
to receive a copy of the recorded interview. 

(13) To develop and implement restorative 
practices (as defined in section 12291(a) of this 
title). 

(c) Applications 

(1) In general 

In order to be eligible to be awarded a grant 
under this section for any fiscal year, an insti-
tution of higher education shall submit an ap-
plication to the Attorney General at such time 
and in such manner as the Attorney General 
shall prescribe. 

(2) Contents 

Each application submitted under paragraph 
(1) shall—

(A) describe the need for grant funds and 
the plan for implementation for any of the 
purposes described in subsection (b); 

(B) include proof that the institution of 
higher education collaborated with victim 
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service providers, including domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking victim services programs in the 
community in which the institution is lo-
cated; 

(C) describe the characteristics of the pop-
ulation being served, including type of cam-
pus, demographics of the population, and 
number of students; 

(D) describe how underserved populations 
in the campus community will be adequately 
served, including the provision of relevant 
population specific services; 

(E) provide measurable goals and expected 
results from the use of the grant funds; 

(F) provide assurances that the Federal 
funds made available under this section 
shall be used to supplement and, to the ex-
tent practical, increase the level of funds 
that would, in the absence of Federal funds, 
be made available by the institution for the 
purposes described in subsection (b); and 

(G) include such other information and as-
surances as the Attorney General reasonably 
determines to be necessary. 

(3) Compliance with campus crime reporting 
required 

No institution of higher education shall be 
eligible for a grant under this section unless 
such institution is in compliance with the re-
quirements of section 1092(f) of title 20. Up to 
$200,000 of the total amount of grant funds ap-
propriated under this section for fiscal years 
2023 through 2027 may be used to provide tech-
nical assistance in complying with the manda-
tory reporting requirements of section 1092(f) 
of title 20. 

(d) General terms and conditions 

(1) Nonmonetary assistance 

In addition to the assistance provided under 
this section, the Attorney General may re-
quest any Federal agency to use the agency’s 
authorities and the resources granted to the 
agency under Federal law (including per-
sonnel, equipment, supplies, facilities, and 
managerial, technical, and advisory services) 
in support of campus security, and investiga-
tion and victim service efforts. 

(2) Grantee reporting 

(A) Annual report 

Each institution of higher education re-
ceiving a grant under this section shall sub-
mit a performance report to the Attorney 
General. The Attorney General shall suspend 
funding under this section for an institution 
of higher education if the institution fails to 
submit such a report. 

(B) Final report 

Upon completion of the grant period under 
this section, the institution shall file a per-
formance report with the Attorney General 
and the Secretary of Education explaining 
the activities carried out under this section 
together with an assessment of the effective-
ness of those activities in achieving the pur-
poses described in subsection (b). 

(3) Grantee minimum requirements 

Each grantee shall comply with the fol-
lowing minimum requirements during the 
grant period: 

(A) The grantee shall create a coordinated 
community response including both organi-
zations external to the institution and rel-
evant divisions of the institution. 

(B) The grantee shall establish a manda-
tory prevention and education program on 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking for all students. 

(C) The grantee shall train all campus law 
enforcement to respond effectively to domes-
tic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
and stalking. 

(D) The grantee shall train all participants 
in the resolution process, including the cam-
pus disciplinary board, the title IX coordina-
tor’s office, and the student conduct office, 
to respond effectively to situations involv-
ing domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, or stalking. 

(4) Report to Congress 

Not later than 180 days after the end of the 
fiscal year for which grants are awarded under 
this section, the Attorney General shall sub-
mit to Congress a report that includes—

(A) the number of grants, and the amount 
of funds, distributed under this section; 

(B) a summary of the purposes for which 
the grants were provided and an evaluation 
of the progress made under the grant; 

(C) a statistical summary of the persons 
served, detailing the nature of victimization, 
and providing data on age, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, 
language, disability, relationship to of-
fender, geographic distribution, and type of 
campus; and 

(D) an evaluation of the effectiveness of 
programs funded under this part.1 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

For the purpose of carrying out this section, 
there is authorized to be appropriated $15,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027, of 
which not less than 10 percent shall be made 
available for grants to historically Black col-
leges and universities. 

(f) Omitted 

(g) Definitions and grant conditions 

In this section the definitions and grant condi-
tions in section 12291 of this title shall apply. 

(Pub. L. 109–162, title III, § 304, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3013; Pub. L. 109–271, §§ 1(c)(1), 4(b), (d), 
Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 750, 758; Pub. L. 113–4, 
title III, § 303, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 87; Pub. L. 
117–103, div. W, title III, § 303(a), Mar. 15, 2022, 136 
Stat. 866.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in subsec. (d)(4)(D), appearing in 

the original, is unidentifiable because title III of Pub. 

L. 109–162 does not contain parts. 
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CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 304 of Pub. L. 109–162. 

Subsec. (f) of section 304 of Pub. L. 109–162 repealed sec-

tion 1152 of Title 20, Education. 
Section was formerly classified to section 14045b of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a)(2), (3). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(1), re-

designated par. (3) as (2) and struck out former par. (2). 

Prior to amendment, text of par. (2) read as follows: 

‘‘The Attorney General shall award grants and con-

tracts under this section on a competitive basis for a 

period of 3 years. The Attorney General, through the 

Director of the Office on Violence Against Women, 

shall award the grants in amounts of not more than 

$300,000 for individual institutions of higher education 

and not more than $1,000,000 for consortia of such insti-

tutions.’’
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(2)(A), amended 

par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as 

follows: ‘‘To develop, strengthen, and implement cam-

pus policies, protocols, and services that more effec-

tively identify and respond to the crimes of domestic 

violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking, 

including the use of technology to commit these 

crimes, and to train campus administrators, campus se-

curity personnel, and personnel serving on campus dis-

ciplinary or judicial boards on such policies, protocols, 

and services. Within 90 days after January 5, 2006, the 

Attorney General shall issue and make available min-

imum standards of training relating to domestic vio-

lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking on 

campus, for all campus security personnel and per-

sonnel serving on campus disciplinary or judicial 

boards.’’
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(2)(B), amended 

par. (3) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as 

follows: ‘‘To implement and operate education pro-

grams for the prevention of domestic violence, dating 

violence, sexual assault, and stalking.’’
Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(2)(C), sub-

stituted ‘‘, provide, and disseminate’’ for ‘‘and pro-

vide’’. 
Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(2)(D), inserted 

‘‘and disseminate’’ after ‘‘or adapt’’. 
Subsec. (b)(11) to (13). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(2)(E), 

added pars. (11) to (13). 
Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(3), substituted 

‘‘2023 through 2027’’ for ‘‘2014 through 2018’’. 
Subsec. (d)(3)(B). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(4)(A)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘for all students’’ for ‘‘for all incoming stu-

dents’’. 
Subsec. (d)(3)(D). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(4)(A)(ii), 

added subpar. (D) and struck out former subpar. (D). 

Prior to amendment, subpar. (D) read as follows: ‘‘The 

grantee shall train all members of campus disciplinary 

boards to respond effectively to situations involving 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 

stalking.’’
Subsec. (d)(4)(C). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(4)(B), in-

serted ‘‘sexual orientation, gender identity,’’ after 

‘‘sex,’’. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 117–103, § 303(a)(5), substituted 

‘‘$15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027, of 

which not less than 10 percent shall be made available 

for grants to historically Black colleges and univer-

sities’’ for ‘‘$12,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018’’. 
2013—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(1)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘stalking on campuses,’’ for ‘‘stalking on cam-

puses, and’’ and ‘‘crimes on’’ for ‘‘crimes against 

women on’’ and inserted ‘‘, and to develop and 

strengthen prevention education and awareness pro-

grams’’ before period at end. 
Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(1)(B), substituted 

‘‘$300,000’’ for ‘‘$500,000’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(2)(A), inserted 

‘‘, strengthen,’’ after ‘‘To develop’’ and ‘‘including the 

use of technology to commit these crimes,’’ after ‘‘sex-

ual assault and stalking,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(2)(B), inserted ‘‘and 

population specific services’’ after ‘‘strengthen victim 

services programs’’ and ‘‘, regardless of whether the 

services are provided by the institution or in coordina-

tion with community victim service providers’’ before 

period at end, and substituted ‘‘victim service pro-

viders’’ for ‘‘entities carrying out nonprofit and other 

victim services programs, including domestic violence, 

dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking victim 

services programs’’. 

Subsec. (b)(9), (10). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(2)(C), added 

pars. (9) and (10). 

Subsec. (c)(2)(B). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(3)(A)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘victim service providers’’ for ‘‘any non-profit, 

nongovernmental entities carrying out other victim 

services programs’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(D) to (G). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(3)(A)(ii), 

(iii), added subpar. (D) and redesignated former sub-

pars. (D) to (F) as (E) to (G), respectively. 

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(3)(B), substituted 

‘‘2014 through 2018’’ for ‘‘2007 through 2011’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3), (4). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(4), added par. (3) 

and redesignated former par. (3) as (4). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–4, § 303(5), substituted ‘‘there 

is authorized to be appropriated $12,000,000 for each of 

fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’ for ‘‘there are author-

ized to be appropriated $12,000,000 for fiscal year 2007 

and $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2008 through 

2011.’’

2006—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 109–271, § 4(b), inserted 

first sentence and struck out former first sentence 

which read as follows: ‘‘To train campus administra-

tors, campus security personnel, and personnel serving 

on campus disciplinary or judicial boards to develop 

and implement campus policies, protocols, and services 

that more effectively identify and respond to the 

crimes of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-

sault, and stalking.’’

Subsec. (d)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109–271, § 4(d), struck out 

‘‘biennial’’ before ‘‘performance report’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 109–271, § 1(c)(1), added subsec. (g).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–103 not effective until Oct. 

1 of the first fiscal year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, 

see section 4(a) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 6851 of Title 15, 

Commerce and Trade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not effective until the beginning of fiscal 

year 2007, see section 4 of Pub. L. 109–162, set out as an 

Effective Date of 2006 Amendment note under section 

10261 of this title. 

§ 20126. Consultation 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall conduct annual 
consultations with Indian tribal governments 
concerning the Federal administration of tribal 
funds and programs established under this Act, 
the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (title 
IV of Public Law 103–322; 108 Stat. 1902), the Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 2000 (division B of 
Public Law 106–386; 114 Stat. 1491), and the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 
2013. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Office on Violence 

Against Women’’. 
2 See References in Text note below. 

(b) Recommendations 

During consultations under subsection (a), the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the 
Secretary of the Interior, and the Attorney Gen-
eral shall solicit recommendations from Indian 
tribes concerning—

(1) administering tribal funds and programs; 
(2) enhancing the safety of Indian women 

from domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, homicide, stalking, and sex traf-
ficking; 

(3) strengthening the Federal response to 
such violent crimes; and 

(4) improving access to local, regional, 
State, and Federal crime information data-
bases and criminal justice information sys-
tems. 

(c) Annual report 

The Attorney General shall submit to Con-
gress an annual report on the annual consulta-
tions required under subsection (a) that—

(1) contains the recommendations made 
under subsection (b) by Indian tribes during 
the year covered by the report; 

(2) describes actions taken during the year 
covered by the report to respond to rec-
ommendations made under subsection (b) dur-
ing the year or a previous year; and 

(3) describes how the Attorney General will 
work in coordination and collaboration with 
Indian tribes, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, and the Secretary of the In-
terior to address the recommendations made 
under subsection (b). 

(d) Notice 

Not later than 120 days before the date of a 
consultation under subsection (a), the Attorney 
General shall notify tribal leaders of the date, 
time, and location of the consultation. 

(Pub. L. 109–162, title IX, § 903, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3078; Pub. L. 113–4, title IX, § 903, Mar. 7, 
2013, 127 Stat. 120; Pub. L. 116–165, § 4(b)(3), Oct. 
10, 2020, 134 Stat. 761.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 109–162, 

Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2960, known as the Violence 

Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-

ization Act of 2005. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title of 2006 Act note set out 

under section 10101 of this title and Tables. 
The Violence Against Women Act of 1994, referred to 

in subsec. (a), is title IV of Pub. L. 103–322, Sept. 13, 

1994, 108 Stat. 1902. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1994 Act note set out 

under section 10101 of this title and Tables. 
The Violence Against Women Act of 2000, referred to 

in subsec. (a), is div. B of Pub. L. 106–386, Oct. 28, 2000, 

114 Stat. 1491. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Short Title of 2000 Act note set out under 

section 10101 of this title and Tables. 
The Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 

2013, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 113–4, Mar. 7, 

2013, 127 Stat. 54. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title of 2013 Act note set out 

under section 10101 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14045d of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 116–165, § 4(b)(3)(A), added 
par. (2) and struck out former par. (2) which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘enhancing the safety of Indian women from do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalk-
ing, and sex trafficking; and’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 116–165, § 4(b)(3)(B), (C), added 
par. (4). 

2013—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–4, § 903(1), substituted 
‘‘, the Violence Against Women Act of 2000’’ for ‘‘and 
the Violence Against Women Act of 2000’’ and inserted 
‘‘, and the Violence Against Women Reauthorization 
Act of 2013’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 113–4, § 903(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Sec-
retary of the Interior,’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services’’ in introductory 
provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 113–4, § 903(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘stalking, and sex trafficking’’ for ‘‘and stalking’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 113–4, § 903(3), added subsecs. 
(c) and (d). 

§ 20127. Emergency and transitional pet shelter 
and housing assistance grant program 

(1) Grant program 

(A) In general 

The Secretary, acting in consultation with 
the Office of the Violence Against Women 1 of 
the Department of Justice, the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, shall 
award grants under this section to eligible en-
tities to carry out programs to provide the as-
sistance described in paragraph (3) with re-
spect to victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, or stalking and the 
pets, service animals, emotional support ani-
mals, or horses of such victims. 

(B) Memorandum of understanding 

The Secretary may enter into a memo-
randum of understanding with the head of an-
other Department or agency, as appropriate, 
to carry out any of the authorities provided to 
the Secretary under this section.2 

(2) Application 

(A) In general 

An eligible entity seeking a grant under this 
section shall submit an application to the Sec-
retary at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary 
may reasonably require, including—

(i) a description of the activities for which 
a grant under this section is sought; 

(ii) such assurances as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary to ensure compliance 
by the entity with the requirements of this 
section; and 

(iii) a certification that the entity, before 
engaging with any individual domestic vio-
lence victim, will disclose to the victim any 
mandatory duty of the entity to report in-
stances of abuse and neglect (including in-
stances of abuse and neglect of pets, service 
animals, emotional support animals, or 
horses). 

(B) Additional requirements 

In addition to the requirements of subpara-
graph (A), each application submitted by an 
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eligible entity under that subparagraph 
shall—

(i) not include proposals for any activities 
that may compromise the safety of a domes-
tic violence victim, including—

(I) background checks of domestic vio-
lence victims; or 

(II) clinical evaluations to determine the 
eligibility of such a victim for support 
services;

(ii) not include proposals that would re-
quire mandatory services for victims or that 
a victim obtain a protective order in order 
to receive proposed services; and 

(iii) reflect the eligible entity’s under-
standing of the dynamics of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking. 

(C) Rules of construction 

Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed 
to require—

(i) domestic violence victims to partici-
pate in the criminal justice system in order 
to receive services; or 

(ii) eligible entities receiving a grant 
under this section to breach client confiden-
tiality. 

(3) Use of funds 

Grants awarded under this section may only 
be used for programs that provide—

(A) emergency and transitional shelter and 
housing assistance for domestic violence vic-
tims with pets, service animals, emotional 
support animals, or horses, including assist-
ance with respect to any construction or oper-
ating expenses of newly developed or existing 
emergency and transitional pet, service ani-
mal, emotional support animal, or horse shel-
ter and housing (regardless of whether such 
shelter and housing is co-located at a victim 
service provider or within the community); 

(B) short-term shelter and housing assist-
ance for domestic violence victims with pets, 
service animals, emotional support animals, 
or horses, including assistance with respect to 
expenses incurred for the temporary shelter, 
housing, boarding, or fostering of the pets, 
service animals, emotional support animals, 
or horses of domestic violence victims and 
other expenses that are incidental to securing 
the safety of such a pet, service animal, emo-
tional support animal, or horse during the 
sheltering, housing, or relocation of such vic-
tims; 

(C) support services designed to enable a do-
mestic violence victim who is fleeing a situa-
tion of domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, or stalking to—

(i) locate and secure—
(I) safe housing with the victim’s pet, 

service animal, emotional support animal, 
or horse; or 

(II) safe accommodations for the victim’s 
pet, service animal, emotional support ani-
mal, or horse; or

(ii) provide the victim with pet, service 
animal, emotional support animal, or horse 
related services, such as transportation, care 
services, and other assistance; or

(D) for the training of relevant stakeholders 
on—

(i) the link between domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking 
and the abuse and neglect of pets, service 
animals, emotional support animals, and 
horses; 

(ii) the needs of domestic violence victims; 
(iii) best practices for providing support 

services to such victims; 
(iv) best practices for providing such vic-

tims with referrals to victims’ services; and 
(v) the importance of confidentiality. 

(4) Grant conditions 

An eligible entity that receives a grant under 
this section shall, as a condition of such receipt, 
agree—

(A) to be bound by the nondisclosure of con-
fidential information requirements of section 
12291(b)(2) of this title; and 

(B) that the entity shall not condition the 
receipt of support, housing, or other benefits 
provided pursuant to this section on the par-
ticipation of domestic violence victims in any 
or all of the support services offered to such 
victims through a program carried out by the 
entity using grant funds. 

(5) Duration of assistance provided to victims 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), assistance pro-
vided with respect to a pet, service animal, 
emotional support animal, or horse of a do-
mestic violence victim using grant funds 
awarded under this section shall be provided 
for a period of not more than 24 months. 

(B) Extension 

An eligible entity that receives a grant 
under this section may extend the 24-month 
period referred to in subparagraph (A) for a pe-
riod of not more than 6 months in the case of 
a domestic violence victim who—

(i) has made a good faith effort to acquire 
permanent housing for the victim and the 
victim’s pet, service animal, emotional sup-
port animal, or horse during that 24-month 
period; and 

(ii) has been unable to acquire such perma-
nent housing within that period. 

(6) Report to the Secretary 

Not later than 1 year after the date on which 
an eligible entity receives a grant under this 
section and each year thereafter in which the 
grant funds are used, the entity shall submit to 
the Secretary a report that contains, with re-
spect to assistance provided by the entity to do-
mestic violence victims with pets, service ani-
mals, emotional support animals, or horses 
using grant funds received under this section, 
information on—

(A) the number of domestic violence victims 
with pets, service animals, emotional support 
animals, or horses provided such assistance; 
and 

(B) the purpose, amount, type of, and dura-
tion of such assistance. 

(7) Report to Congress 

(A) Reporting requirement 

Not later than November 1 of each even-
numbered fiscal year, the Secretary shall sub-
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1 See References in Text note below. 

mit to the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate a report that contains a compilation of 
the information contained in the reports sub-
mitted under paragraph (6). 

(B) Availability of report 

The Secretary shall transmit a copy of the 
report submitted under subparagraph (A) to—

(i) the Office on Violence Against Women 
of the Department of Justice; 

(ii) the Office of Community Planning and 
Development of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development; and 

(iii) the Administration for Children and 
Families of the Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

(8) Authorization of appropriations 

(A) In general 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2019 through 2023. 

(B) Limitation 

Of the amount made available under sub-
paragraph (A) in any fiscal year, not more 
than 5 percent may be used for evaluation, 
monitoring, salaries, and administrative ex-
penses. 

(9) Definitions 

In this section: 

(A) Domestic violence victim defined 

The term ‘‘domestic violence victim’’ means 
a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking. 

(B) Eligible entity 

The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means—
(i) a State; 
(ii) a unit of local government; 
(iii) an Indian tribe; or 
(iv) any other organization that has a doc-

umented history of effective work con-
cerning domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking (as determined by 
the Secretary), including—

(I) a domestic violence and sexual as-
sault victim service provider; 

(II) a domestic violence and sexual as-
sault coalition; 

(III) a community-based and culturally 
specific organization; 

(IV) any other nonprofit, nongovern-
mental organization; and 

(V) any organization that works directly 
with pets, service animals, emotional sup-
port animals, or horses and collaborates 
with any organization referred to in 
clauses (i) through (iv), including—

(aa) an animal shelter; and 
(bb) an animal welfare organization. 

(C) Emotional support animal 

The term ‘‘emotional support animal’’ 
means an animal that is covered by the exclu-
sion specified in section 5.303 of title 24, Code 
of Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion), and that is not a service animal. 

(D) Pet 

The term ‘‘pet’’ means a domesticated ani-
mal, such as a dog, cat, bird, rodent, fish, tur-

tle, or other animal that is kept for pleasure 
rather than for commercial purposes. 

(E) Service animal 

The term ‘‘service animal’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 36.104 of title 28, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor 
regulation). 

(F) Other terms 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
terms used in this section 2 shall have the 
meaning given such terms in section 12291(a) 
of this title. 

(Pub. L. 115–334, title XII, § 12502(b), Dec. 20, 2018, 
132 Stat. 4983.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This section, referred to par. (1)(B) and the second 

time appearing in par. (9)(F), was so in the original, 

meaning section 12502 of title XII of Pub. L. 115–334. For 

classification of section 12502 to the Code, see Codifica-

tion note below. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 12502(b) of title XII of 

Pub. L. 115–334. Section 12502(a) of Pub. L. 115–334 

amended sections 2261A, 2262, 2264, and 2266 of Title 18, 

Crimes and Criminal Procedure. Section 12502(c) of 

Pub. L. 115–334 is not classified to the Code.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY’’

‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Agriculture, see 

section 2 of Pub. L. 115–334, set out as a note under sec-

tion 9001 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

§ 20128. Agency and department coordination 

Each head of an Executive department (as de-
fined in section 101 of title 5) responsible for car-
rying out a program under this Act, the Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 1994 (title IV of 
Public Law 103–322; 108 Stat. 1902), the Violence 
Against Women Act of 2000 (division B of Public 
Law 106–386; 114 Stat. 1491), the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2005 (title IX of Public Law 109–162; 
119 Stat. 3080) 1, or the Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–4; 
127 Stat. 54) may coordinate and collaborate on 
the prevention of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking, including 
sharing best practices and efficient use of re-
sources and technology for victims and those 
seeking assistance from the Federal Govern-
ment. 

(Pub. L. 117–103, div. W, § 3, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 
Stat. 846.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is div. W of Pub. L. 

117–103, Apr. 6, 2022, 136 Stat. 840, known as the Violence 

Against Women Act Reauthorization Act of 2022. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-

tion 1 of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as a Short 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Office on Violence 

Against Women’’. 

Title of 2022 Amendment note under section 10101 of 

this title, and Tables. 

The Violence Against Women Act of 1994, referred to 

in text, is title IV of Pub. L. 103–322, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 

Stat. 1902. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see section 40001 of Pub. L. 103–322, set out as 

a Short Title of 1994 Act note under section 10101 of this 

title, and Tables. 

The Violence Against Women Act of 2000, referred to 

in text, is div. B of Pub. L. 106–386, Oct. 28, 2000, 114 

Stat. 1491. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Short Title of 2000 Act note set out under 

section 10101 of this title and Tables. 

The Violence Against Women and Department of Jus-

tice Reauthorization Act of 2005, referred to in text, is 

Pub. L. 109–162, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2960. Section 3 and 

Titles I to IX of the Act are known as the Violence 

Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section 

1 of Pub. L. 109–162, set out as a Short Title of 2006 Act 

note under section 10101 of this title, and Tables. 

The Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 

2013, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 113–4, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 

Stat. 54. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see section 1 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a Short 

Title of 2013 Act note under section 10101 of this title, 

and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not effective until Oct. 1 of the first fiscal 

year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, see section 4(a) of 

div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as a note under section 

6851 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-

tion 12291 of this title, as made applicable by section 

2(b) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, which is set out as a 

note under section 12291 of this title. 

§ 20129. LGBT specific services program 

(a) Establishment 

The Attorney General, acting through the Di-
rector of the Violence Against Women Office 1 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Director’’), 
shall make grants to eligible entities to enhance 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (referred 
to in this section as ‘‘LGBT’’) specific services 
for victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault and stalking. 

(b) Purpose of program and grants 

(1) General program purpose 

The purpose of the program required by this 
section is to promote the following: 

(A) The maintenance and replication of ex-
isting successful LGBT specific domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking community-based programs pro-
viding services and resources for LGBT vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking. 

(B) The development of innovative LGBT 
specific strategies and projects to enhance 
access to services and resources for LGBT 
victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking who face 
obstacles to using more traditional services 
and resources. 

(2) Purposes for which grants may be used 

The Director shall make grants to commu-
nity-based programs for the purpose of en-
hancing LGBT specific services for victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking. Grants under the program 
shall support community-based efforts to ad-
dress distinctive LGBT specific responses to 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking, including—

(A) providing or enhancing services for 
LGBT victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, or stalking, includ-
ing services that address the safety, emo-
tional well-being, economic, housing, legal 
and workplace needs of LGBT victims; 

(B) supporting programs that specifically 
address underserved LGBT communities, in-
cluding culturally specific communities, to 
provide specific resources and support for 
LGBT underserved victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking; 

(C) working in cooperation with the com-
munity to develop education and prevention 
strategies highlighting LGBT specific issues 
and resources regarding victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking; 

(D) conducting outreach activities to en-
sure that LGBT people who are victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, 
or sexual assault receive appropriate assist-
ance; 

(E) providing training for victim service 
providers, governmental agencies, courts, 
law enforcement and other first responders, 
and nonprofit, nongovernmental organiza-
tions serving the LGBT community about 
risk reduction, intervention, prevention, and 
the nature of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, stalking, and sexual assault; 

(F) developing and implementing LGBT 
specific programming that focuses on victim 
autonomy, agency, and safety in order to 
provide resolution and restitution for the 
victim; and 

(G) providing LGBT specific programs for 
the non-offending LGBT parents of children 
exposed to domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

(3) Technical assistance and training 

The Director shall provide technical assist-
ance and training to grantees of this and other 
programs under this Act regarding the devel-
opment and provision of effective LGBT spe-
cific community-based services by entering 
into cooperative agreements or contracts with 
an organization or organizations having a 
demonstrated expertise in and whose primary 
purpose is addressing the development and 
provision of LGBT specific community-based 
services to victims of domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

(c) Eligible entities 

Eligible entities for grants under this section 
include—

(1) community-based organizations, the pri-
mary purpose of which is providing LGBT spe-
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cific services to victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking; 
and 

(2) community-based organizations, the pri-
mary purpose of which is providing LGBT spe-
cific services that can partner with a program 
having demonstrated expertise in serving vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking, and that agrees 
to receive technical assistance from a program 
with LGBT specific expertise. 

(d) Reporting 

The Director shall issue a biennial report on 
the distribution of funding under this section, 
the progress made in replicating and supporting 
increased services to LGBT victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking and the types of LGBT specific pro-
grams, strategies, technical assistance, and 
training developed or enhanced through this 
program. 

(e) Evaluation 

The Director shall award a contract or cooper-
ative agreement to evaluate programs under 
this section to an entity with the demonstrated 
expertise in and primary goal of providing en-
hanced access to services and resources for vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, and stalking who face obstacles to 
using more traditional services and resources. 

(f) Non-exclusivity 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
exclude LGBT community-based organizations 
from applying to other grant programs author-
ized under this Act. 

(g) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $8,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2023 through 2027, to remain available 
until expended. 

(Pub. L. 117–103, div. W, title II, § 206, Mar. 15, 
2022, 136 Stat. 861.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (b)(3) and (f), is div. 

W of Pub. L. 117–103, Apr. 6, 2022, 136 Stat. 840, known 

as the Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization 

Act of 2022. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see section 1 of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set 

out as a Short Title of 2022 Amendment note under sec-

tion 10101 of this title, and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not effective until Oct. 1 of the first fiscal 

year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, see section 4(a) of 

div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as a note under section 

6851 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-

tion 12291 of this title, as made applicable by section 

2(b) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, which is set out as a 

note under section 12291 of this title. 

§ 20130. Study and reports on barriers to sur-
vivors’ economic security access 

(a) Study 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Labor, 
shall conduct a study on the barriers that sur-
vivors of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking throughout the 
United States experience in maintaining eco-
nomic security, including the impact of the 
COVID–19 pandemic on such victims’ ability to 
maintain economic security, as a result of issues 
related to domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking. 

(b) Reports 

Not later than 1 year after March 15, 2022, and 
every 5 years thereafter, the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Labor, shall submit a report to 
Congress on the study conducted under sub-
section (a). 

(c) Contents 

The study and reports under this section shall 
include—

(1) identification of geographic areas in 
which State laws, regulations, and practices 
have a strong impact on the ability of sur-
vivors of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking to exercise—

(A) any rights under this title (including 
any amendments made by this title) without 
compromising personal safety or the safety 
of others, including family members and ex-
cluding the abuser; and 

(B) other components of economic secu-
rity, including financial empowerment, af-
fordable housing, transportation, health 
care access, credit history, and quality edu-
cation and training opportunities;

(2) identification of geographic areas with 
shortages in resources for such survivors, with 
an accompanying analysis of the extent and 
impact of such shortage; 

(3) analysis of the unique barriers faced by 
such survivors living in rural communities; 

(4) analysis of factors related to industries, 
workplace settings, employer practices, 
trends, and other elements that impact the 
ability of such survivors to exercise any rights 
under this Act (including any amendments 
made by this Act) without compromising per-
sonal safety or the safety of others, including 
family members; 

(5) the recommendations of the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and the Secretary 
of Labor with respect to resources, oversight, 
and enforcement tools to ensure successful im-
plementation of the provisions of this Act in 
order to support the economic security and 
safety of survivors of domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, sexual assault, or stalking; 

(6) best practices for States, employers, 
health carriers, insurers, and other private en-
tities in addressing issues related to domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking; and 

(7) barriers that impede victims’ ability to 
pursue legal action, including legal costs and 
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filing fees, and complexities of the jurisdiction 
of law enforcement agencies. 

(Pub. L. 117–103, div. W, title VII, § 704, Mar. 15, 
2022, 136 Stat. 894.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This title, referred to in subsec. (c)(1)(A), means title 
VII of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 
889, which enacted this section, amended section 12501 
of this title and section 602 of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare, and enacted provisions set out as 
notes under section 12501 of this title and section 602 of 
Title 42. For complete classification of title VII to the 
Code, see Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (c)(4), (5), is div. W of 
Pub. L. 117–103, Apr. 6, 2022, 136 Stat. 840, known as the 
Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization Act of 
2022. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see section 1 of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out 
as a Short Title of 2022 Amendment note under section 
10101 of this title, and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not effective until Oct. 1 of the first fiscal 
year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, see section 4(a) of 
div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as a note under section 
6851 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 12291 of this title, as made applicable by section 
2(b) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, which is set out as a 
note under section 12291 of this title. 

§ 20131. Media campaign 

(1) Definitions 

In this subsection: 

(A) Director 

The term ‘‘Director’’ means the Director 
of the Office on Violence Against Women. 

(B) National media campaign 

The term ‘‘national media campaign’’ 
means the national ‘‘Choose Respect’’ media 
campaign described in paragraph (2). 

(2) Media campaign 

The Director shall, to the extent feasible 
and appropriate, conduct a national ‘‘Choose 
Respect’’ media campaign in accordance with 
this section for the purposes of—

(A) preventing and discouraging violence 
against women, including domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 
by targeting the attitudes, perceptions, and 
beliefs of individuals who have or are likely 
to commit such crimes; 

(B) encouraging victims of the crimes de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) to seek help 
through the means determined to be most 
effective by the most current evidence avail-
able, including seeking legal representation; 
and 

(C) informing the public about the help 
available to victims of the crimes described 
in subparagraph (A). 

(3) Use of funds 

(A) In general 

Amounts made available to carry out this 
section for the national media campaign 
may only be used for the following: 

(i) The purchase of media time and 
space, including the strategic planning for, 
tracking, and accounting of, such pur-
chases. 

(ii) Creative and talent costs, consistent 
with subparagraph (B). 

(iii) Advertising production costs, which 
may include television, radio, internet, so-
cial media, and other commercial mar-
keting venues. 

(iv) Testing and evaluation of adver-
tising. 

(v) Evaluation of the effectiveness of the 
national media campaign. 

(vi) Costs of contracts to carry out ac-
tivities authorized by this subsection. 

(vii) Partnerships with professional and 
civic groups, community-based organiza-
tions, including faith-based organizations 
and culturally specific organizations, and 
government organizations related to the 
national media campaign. 

(viii) Entertainment industry outreach, 
interactive outreach, media projects and 
activities, public information, news media 
outreach, corporate sponsorship and par-
ticipation, and professional sports associa-
tions and military branch participation. 

(ix) Operational and management ex-
penses. 

(B) Specific requirements 

(i) Creative services 

In using amounts for creative and talent 
costs under subparagraph (A), the Director 
shall use creative services donated at no 
cost to the Government wherever feasible 
and may only procure creative services for 
advertising—

(I) responding to high-priority or emer-
gent campaign needs that cannot timely 
be obtained at no cost; or 

(II) intended to reach a minority, eth-
nic, or other special audience that can-
not reasonably be obtained at no cost. 

(ii) Testing and evaluation of advertising 

In using amounts for testing and evalua-
tion of advertising under subparagraph 
(A)(iv), the Director shall test all adver-
tisements prior to use in the national 
media campaign to ensure that the adver-
tisements are effective with the target au-
dience and meet industry-accepted stand-
ards. The Director may waive this require-
ment for advertisements using not more 
than 10 percent of the purchase of adver-
tising time purchased under this section in 
a fiscal year and not more than 10 percent 
of the advertising space purchased under 
this section in a fiscal year, if the adver-
tisements respond to emergent and time-
sensitive campaign needs or the advertise-
ments will not be widely utilized in the na-
tional media campaign. 

(iii) Consultation 

For the planning of the campaign under 
paragraph (2), the Director may consult 
with—

(I) the Office for Victims of Crime, the 
Administration on Children, Youth and 
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Families, and other related Federal Gov-
ernment entities; 

(II) State, local, and Indian Tribal gov-
ernments; 

(III) the prevention of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking, including national and local 
non-profits; and 

(IV) communications professionals. 

(iv) Evaluation of effectiveness of national 
media campaign 

In using amounts for the evaluation of 
the effectiveness of the national media 
campaign under subparagraph (A)(v), the 
Attorney General shall—

(I) designate an independent entity to 
evaluate by April 20 of each year the ef-
fectiveness of the national media cam-
paign based on data from any relevant 
studies or publications, as determined by 
the Attorney General, including track-
ing and evaluation data collected accord-
ing to marketing and advertising indus-
try standards; and 

(II) ensure that the effectiveness of the 
national media campaign is evaluated in 
a manner that enables consideration of 
whether the national media campaign 
has contributed to changes in attitude or 
behaviors among the target audience 
with respect to violence against women 
and such other measures of evaluation as 
the Attorney General determines are ap-
propriate. 

(4) Advertising 

In carrying out this subsection, the Director 
shall ensure that sufficient funds are allocated 
to meet the stated goals of the national media 
campaign. 

(5) Responsibilities and functions under the 
program 

(A) In general 

The Director shall determine the overall 
purposes and strategy of the national media 
campaign. 

(B) Director 

(i) In general 

The Director shall approve—
(I) the strategy of the national media 

campaign; 
(II) all advertising and promotional 

material used in the national media 
campaign; and 

(III) the plan for the purchase of adver-
tising time and space for the national 
media campaign. 

(ii) Implementation 

The Director shall be responsible for im-
plementing a focused national media cam-
paign to meet the purposes described in 
paragraph (2) and shall ensure—

(I) information disseminated through 
the campaign is accurate and scientif-
ically valid; and 

(II) the campaign is designed using 
strategies demonstrated to be the most 
effective at achieving the goals and re-

quirements of paragraph (2), which may 
include—

(aa) a media campaign, as described 
in paragraph (3); 

(bb) local, regional, or population 
specific messaging; 

(cc) the development of websites to 
publicize and disseminate information; 

(dd) conducting outreach and pro-
viding educational resources for 
women; 

(ee) collaborating with law enforce-
ment agencies; and 

(ff) providing support for school-
based public health education classes 
to improve teen knowledge about the 
effects of violence against women.

(6) Prohibitions 

None of the amounts made available under 
paragraph (3) may be obligated or expended for 
any of the following: 

(A) To supplant current antiviolence 
against women campaigns by community-
based coalitions. 

(B) To supplant pro bono public service 
time donated by national and local broad-
casting networks for other public service 
campaigns. 

(C) For partisan political purposes, or to 
express advocacy in support of or to defeat 
any clearly identified candidate, clearly 
identified ballot initiative, or clearly identi-
fied legislative or regulatory proposal. 

(D) To fund advertising that features any 
elected officials, persons seeking elected of-
fice, cabinet level officials, or other Federal 
officials employed pursuant to schedule C of 
subpart C of title 5, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 

(E) To fund advertising that does not con-
tain a primary message intended to reduce 
or prevent violence against women. 

(F) To fund advertising containing a pri-
mary message intended to promote support 
for the national media campaign or private 
sector contributions to the national media 
campaign. 

(7) Financial and performance accountability 

The Director shall cause to be performed—
(A) audits and reviews of costs of the na-

tional media campaign pursuant to section 
4706 of title 41; and 

(B) an audit to determine whether the 
costs of the national media campaign are al-
lowable under chapter 43 of title 41. 

(8) Report to Congress 

The Director shall submit on an annual basis 
a report to Congress that describes—

(A) the strategy of the national media 
campaign and whether specific objectives of 
the national media campaign were accom-
plished; 

(B) steps taken to ensure that the national 
media campaign operates in an effective and 
efficient manner consistent with the overall 
strategy and focus of the national media 
campaign; 

(C) plans to purchase advertising time and 
space; 
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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by ‘‘the’’. 
2 See References in Text note below. 

(D) policies and practices implemented to 
ensure that Federal funds are used respon-
sibly to purchase advertising time and space 
and eliminate the potential for waste, fraud, 
and abuse; 

(E) all contracts entered into with a cor-
poration, partnership, or individual working 
on behalf of the national media campaign; 

(F) the results of any financial audit of the 
national media campaign; 

(G) a description of any evidence used to 
develop the national media campaign; 

(H) specific policies and steps implemented 
to ensure compliance with this subsection; 

(I) a detailed accounting of the amount of 
funds obligated during the previous fiscal 
year for carrying out the national media 
campaign, including each recipient of funds, 
the purpose of each expenditure, the amount 
of each expenditure, any available outcome 
information, and any other information nec-
essary to provide a complete accounting of 
the funds expended; and 

(J) a review and evaluation of the effec-
tiveness of the national media campaign 
strategy for the previous year. 

(9) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Director to carry out this section $5,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027, to re-
main available until expended. 

(Pub. L. 117–103, div. W, title XIII, § 1310(c), Mar. 
15, 2022, 136 Stat. 931.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subsection, referred to in pars. (1), (3)(A)(vi), (4), 

and (8)(H), is subsec. (c) of section 1310 of div. W of Pub. 

L. 117–103, which is classified to this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section not effective until Oct. 1 of the first fiscal 

year beginning after Mar. 15, 2022, see section 4(a) of 

div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, set out as a note under section 

6851 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-

tion 12291 of this title, as made applicable by section 

2(b) of div. W of Pub. L. 117–103, which is set out as a 

note under section 12291 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER III—ADDITIONAL VICTIM 
COMPENSATION AND SERVICES 

§ 20141. Services to victims 

(a) Designation of responsible officials 

The head of each department and agency of 
the United States engaged in the detection, in-
vestigation, or prosecution of crime shall des-
ignate by names and office titles the persons 
who will be responsible for identifying the vic-
tims of crime and performing the services de-
scribed in subsection (c) at each stage of a 
criminal case. 

(b) Identification of victims 

At the earliest opportunity after the detection 
of a crime at which it may be done without 

interfering with an investigation, a responsible 
official shall—

(1) identify the victim or victims of a crime; 
(2) inform the victims of their right to re-

ceive, on request, the services described in 
subsection (c); and 

(3) inform each victim of the name, title, 
and business address and telephone number of 
the responsible official to whom the victim 
should address a request for each of the serv-
ices described in subsection (c). 

(c) Description of services 

(1) A responsible official shall—
(A) inform a victim of the place where the 

victim may receive emergency medical and so-
cial services; 

(B) inform a victim of any restitution or 
other relief to which the victim may be enti-
tled under this or any other law and 1 manner 
in which such relief may be obtained; 

(C) inform a victim of public and private 
programs that are available to provide coun-
seling, treatment, and other support to the 
victim; and 

(D) assist a victim in contacting the persons 
who are responsible for providing the services 
and relief described in subparagraphs (A), (B), 
and (C).

(2) A responsible official shall arrange for a 
victim to receive reasonable protection from a 
suspected offender and persons acting in concert 
with or at the behest of the suspected offender. 

(3) During the investigation and prosecution of 
a crime, a responsible official shall provide a 
victim the earliest possible notice of—

(A) the status of the investigation of the 
crime, to the extent it is appropriate to in-
form the victim and to the extent that it will 
not interfere with the investigation; 

(B) the arrest of a suspected offender; 
(C) the filing of charges against a suspected 

offender; 
(D) the scheduling of each court proceeding 

that the witness is either required to attend 
or, under section 10606(b)(4) 2 of title 42, is enti-
tled to attend; 

(E) the release or detention status of an of-
fender or suspected offender; 

(F) the acceptance of a plea of guilty or nolo 
contendere or the rendering of a verdict after 
trial; and 

(G) the sentence imposed on an offender, in-
cluding the date on which the offender will be 
eligible for parole.

(4) During court proceedings, a responsible of-
ficial shall ensure that a victim is provided a 
waiting area removed from and out of the sight 
and hearing of the defendant and defense wit-
nesses. 

(5) After trial, a responsible official shall pro-
vide a victim the earliest possible notice of—

(A) the scheduling of a parole hearing for the 
offender; 

(B) the escape, work release, furlough, or 
any other form of release from custody of the 
offender; and 
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(C) the death of the offender, if the offender 
dies while in custody.

(6) At all times, a responsible official shall en-
sure that any property of a victim that is being 
held for evidentiary purposes be maintained in 
good condition and returned to the victim as 
soon as it is no longer needed for evidentiary 
purposes. 

(7) The Attorney General or the head of an-
other department or agency that conducts an in-
vestigation of a sexual assault shall pay, either 
directly or by reimbursement of payment by the 
victim, the cost of a physical examination of the 
victim which an investigating officer deter-
mines was necessary or useful for evidentiary 
purposes. The Attorney General shall provide 
for the payment of the cost of up to 2 anony-
mous and confidential tests of the victim for 
sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV, 
gonorrhea, herpes, chlamydia, and syphilis, dur-
ing the 12 months following sexual assaults that 
pose a risk of transmission, and the cost of a 
counseling session by a medically trained pro-
fessional on the accuracy of such tests and the 
risk of transmission of sexually transmitted dis-
eases to the victim as the result of the assault. 
A victim may waive anonymity and confiden-
tiality of any tests paid for under this section. 

(8) A responsible official shall provide the vic-
tim with general information regarding the cor-
rections process, including information about 
work release, furlough, probation, and eligi-
bility for each. 

(d) No cause of action or defense 

This section does not create a cause of action 
or defense in favor of any person arising out of 
the failure of a responsible person to provide in-
formation as required by subsection (b) or (c). 

(e) Definitions 

For the purposes of this section—

(1) the term ‘‘responsible official’’ means a 
person designated pursuant to subsection (a) 
to perform the functions of a responsible offi-
cial under that section; and 

(2) the term ‘‘victim’’ means a person that 
has suffered direct physical, emotional, or pe-
cuniary harm as a result of the commission of 
a crime, including—

(A) in the case of a victim that is an insti-
tutional entity, an authorized representa-
tive of the entity; and 

(B) in the case of a victim who is under 18 
years of age, incompetent, incapacitated, or 
deceased, one of the following (in order of 
preference): 

(i) a spouse; 

(ii) a legal guardian; 

(iii) a parent; 

(iv) a child; 

(v) a sibling; 

(vi) another family member; or 

(vii) another person designated by the 
court. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title V, § 503, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4820; Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40503(a), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1946.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 10606(b)(4) of title 42, referred to in subsec. 

(c)(3)(D), was in the original ‘‘section 1102(b)(4)’’, mean-

ing section 1102(b)(4) of Pub. L. 101–647, which has been 

translated as reading section 502(b)(4) of Pub. L. 101–647 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress because Pub. 

L. 101–647 does not contain a section 1102 and section 

502(b)(4) relates to the right of crime victims to be 

present at public court proceedings. Section 10606 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, was repealed 

by Pub. L. 108–405, title I, § 102(c), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 

2264. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10607 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 103–322 inserted at end 

‘‘The Attorney General shall provide for the payment 

of the cost of up to 2 anonymous and confidential tests 

of the victim for sexually transmitted diseases, includ-

ing HIV, gonorrhea, herpes, chlamydia, and syphilis, 

during the 12 months following sexual assaults that 

pose a risk of transmission, and the cost of a coun-

seling session by a medically trained professional on 

the accuracy of such tests and the risk of transmission 

of sexually transmitted diseases to the victim as the 

result of the assault. A victim may waive anonymity 

and confidentiality of any tests paid for under this sec-

tion.’’

§ 20142. Closed circuit televised court pro-
ceedings for victims of crime 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding any provision of the Federal 
Rules of Criminal Procedure to the contrary, in 
order to permit victims of crime to watch crimi-
nal trial proceedings in cases where the venue of 
the trial is changed—

(1) out of the State in which the case was 
initially brought; and 

(2) more than 350 miles from the location in 
which those proceedings originally would have 
taken place;

the trial court shall order closed circuit tele-
vising of the proceedings to that location, for 
viewing by such persons the court determines 
have a compelling interest in doing so and are 
otherwise unable to do so by reason of the incon-
venience and expense caused by the change of 
venue. 

(b) Limited access 

(1) Generally 

No other person, other than official court 
and security personnel, or other persons spe-
cifically designated by the court, shall be per-
mitted to view the closed circuit televising of 
the proceedings. 

(2) Exception 

The court shall not designate a person under 
paragraph (1) if the presiding judge at the trial 
determines that testimony by that person 
would be materially affected if that person 
heard other testimony at the trial. 

(c) Restrictions 

(1) The signal transmitted pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall be under the control of the 
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1 So in original. No par. (2) has been enacted. 

court at all times and shall only be transmitted 
subject to the terms and conditions imposed by 
the court. 

(2) No public broadcast or dissemination shall 
be made of the signal transmitted pursuant to 
subsection (a). In the event any tapes are pro-
duced in carrying out subsection (a), such tapes 
shall be the property of the court and kept 
under seal. 

(3) Any violations of this subsection, or any 
rule or order made pursuant to this section, 
shall be punishable as contempt of court as de-
scribed in section 402 of title 18. 

(d) Donations 

The Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts may accept donations to enable 
the courts to carry out subsection (a). 

(e) Construction 

(1) 1 Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued—

(i) to create in favor of any person a cause of 
action against the United States or any officer 
or employees thereof, or 

(ii) to provide any person with a defense in 
any action in which application of this section 
is made. 

(f) ‘‘State’’ defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘State’’ 
means any State, the District of Columbia, or 
any possession or territory of the United States. 

(g) Rules 

The Judicial Conference of the United States, 
pursuant to its rule making authority under sec-
tion 331 of title 28, may promulgate and issue 
rules, or amend existing rules, to effectuate the 
policy addressed by this section. Upon the im-
plementation of such rules, this section shall 
cease to be effective. 

(h) Effective date 

This section shall only apply to cases filed 
after January 1, 1995. 

(Pub. L. 104–132, title II, § 235, Apr. 24, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1246.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, referred to 

in subsec. (a), are set out in the Appendix to Title 18, 

Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10608 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20143. Grants for young witness assistance 

(a) In general 

The Director of the Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance of the Office of Justice Programs may 
make grants to State and local prosecutors and 
law enforcement agencies in support of juvenile 
and young adult witness assistance programs. 

(b) Use of funds 

Grants made available under this section may 
be used—

(1) to assess the needs of juvenile and young 
adult witnesses; 

(2) to develop appropriate program goals and 
objectives; and 

(3) to develop and administer a variety of 
witness assistance services, which includes—

(A) counseling services to young witnesses 
dealing with trauma associated in wit-
nessing a violent crime; 

(B) pre- and post-trial assistance for the 
youth and their family; 

(C) providing education services if the 
child is removed from or changes their 
school for safety concerns; 

(D) protective services for young witnesses 
and their families when a serious threat of 
harm from the perpetrators or their associ-
ates is made; and 

(E) community outreach and school-based 
initiatives that stimulate and maintain pub-
lic awareness and support. 

(c) Definitions 

In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘juvenile’’ means an individual 

who is age 17 or younger. 
(2) The term ‘‘young adult’’ means an indi-

vidual who is age 21 or younger but not a juve-
nile. 

(3) The term ‘‘State’’ includes the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, 
and the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2006 through 2009. 

(Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, § 1136, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3109; Pub. L. 109–271, § 8(c), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 
Stat. 766.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 3743 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–271 substituted ‘‘The Di-

rector of the Bureau of Justice Assistance of the Office 

of Justice Programs may’’ for ‘‘The Attorney General, 

acting through the Bureau of Justice Assistance, may’’. 

§ 20144. Justice for United States victims of state 
sponsored terrorism 

(a) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘Justice for 
United States Victims of State Sponsored Ter-
rorism Act’’. 

(b) Administration of the United States Victims 
of State Sponsored Terrorism Fund 

(1) Administration of the Fund 

(A) Appointment and terms of Special Master 

(i) Initial appointment 

Not later than 60 days after December 18, 
2015, the Attorney General shall appoint a 
Special Master. The initial term for the 
Special Master shall be 18 months. 
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(ii) Additional terms 

Thereafter, each time there exists funds 
in excess of $100,000,000 in the Fund, the 
Attorney General shall appoint or re-
appoint a Special Master for such period as 
is appropriate, not to exceed 1 year. In ad-
dition, if there exists in the Fund funds 
that are less than $100,000,000, the Attor-
ney General may appoint or reappoint a 
Special Master each time the Attorney 
General determines there are sufficient 
funds available in the Fund to compensate 
eligible claimants, for such period as is ap-
propriate, not to exceed 1 year. 

(iii) Special Master to administer com-
pensation from the Fund 

The Special Master shall administer the 
compensation program described in this 
section for United States persons who are 
victims of state sponsored terrorism. 

(B) Administrative costs and use of Depart-
ment of Justice personnel 

The Special Master may utilize, as nec-
essary, no more than 5 full-time equivalent 
Department of Justice personnel to assist in 
carrying out the duties of the Special Mas-
ter under this section, except that, during 
the 1-year period beginning on November 21, 
2019, the Special Master may utilize an addi-
tional 5 full-time equivalent Department of 
Justice personnel and during the 1-year pe-
riod beginning on December 29, 2022, the Spe-
cial Master may utilize an additional 5 full-
time equivalent Department of Justice per-
sonnel. Any costs associated with the use of 
such personnel, and any other administra-
tive costs of carrying out this section, shall 
be paid from the Fund. 

(C) Compensation of Special Master 

The Special Master shall be compensated 
from the Fund at a rate not to exceed the 
annual rate of basic pay for level IV of the 
Executive Schedule, as prescribed by section 
5315 of title 5. 

(2) Publication of regulations and procedures 

(A) In general 

Not later than 60 days after the date of the 
initial appointment of the Special Master, 
the Special Master shall publish in the Fed-
eral Register and on a website maintained 
by the Department of Justice a notice speci-
fying the procedures necessary for United 
States persons to apply and establish eligi-
bility for payment, including procedures by 
which eligible United States persons may 
apply by and through their attorney. Not 
later than 30 days after the date of enact-
ment of the United States Victims of State 
Sponsored Terrorism Fund Clarification Act, 
the Special Master shall update, as nec-
essary as a result of the enactment of such 
Act, such procedures and other guidance pre-
viously issued by the Special Master. Not 
later than 30 days after the date of enact-
ment of the Fairness for 9/11 Families Act, 
the Special Master shall update, as nec-
essary as a result of the enactment of such 
Act, such procedures and other guidance pre-

viously issued by the Special Master. Such 
notice and any updates to that notice or 
other guidance are not subject to the re-
quirements of section 553 of title 5. 

(B) Information regarding other sources of 
compensation 

As part of the procedures for United States 
persons to apply and establish eligibility for 
payment, the Special Master shall require 
applicants to provide the Special Master 
with information regarding compensation 
from any source other than this Fund that 
the claimant (or, in the case of a personal 
representative, the victim’s beneficiaries) 
has received or is entitled or scheduled to re-
ceive as a result of the act of international 
terrorism that gave rise to a claimant’s final 
judgment, including information identifying 
the amount, nature, and source of such com-
pensation. 

(3) Decisions of the Special Master 

All decisions made by the Special Master 
with regard to compensation from the Fund 
shall be—

(A) in writing and provided to the Attor-
ney General, each claimant and, if applica-
ble, the attorney for each claimant; and 

(B) final and, except as provided in para-
graph (4), not subject to administrative or 
judicial review. 

(4) Review hearing 

(A) Not later than 30 days after receipt of a 
written decision by the Special Master, a 
claimant whose claim is denied in whole or in 
part by the Special Master may request a 
hearing before the Special Master pursuant to 
procedures established by the Special Master. 

(B) Not later than 90 days after any such 
hearing, the Special Master shall issue a final 
written decision affirming or amending the 
original decision. The written decision is final 
and nonreviewable. 

(c) Eligible claims 

(1) In general 

For the purposes of this section, a claim is 
an eligible claim if the Special Master deter-
mines that—

(A) the judgment holder, or claimant, is a 
United States person; 

(B) the claim is described in paragraph (2); 
and 

(C) the requirements of paragraph (3) are 
met. 

(2) Certain claims 

The claims referred to in paragraph (1) are 
claims for—

(A) compensatory damages awarded to a 
United States person in a final judgment—

(i) issued by a United States district 
court under State or Federal law against a 
foreign state that was designated as a 
state sponsor of terrorism at the time the 
acts described in clause (ii) occurred or 
was so designated as a result of such acts; 
and 

(ii) arising from acts of international 
terrorism, for which the foreign state was 
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determined not to be immune from the ju-
risdiction of the courts of the United 
States under section 1605A, or section 
1605(a)(7) (as such section was in effect on 
January 27, 2008), of title 28;

(B) the sum total of $10,000 per day for 
each day that a United States person was 
taken and held hostage from the United 
States embassy in Tehran, Iran, during the 
period beginning November 4, 1979, and end-
ing January 20, 1981; or 

(C) damages for the spouses and children of 
the former hostages described in subpara-
graph (B), if such spouse or child is identi-
fied as a member of the proposed class in 
case number 1:00-CV-03110 (EGS) of the 
United States Court for the District of Co-
lumbia, in the following amounts: 

(i) For each spouse of a former hostage 
identified as a member of the proposed 
class described in this subparagraph, a 
$600,000 lump sum. 

(ii) For each child of a former hostage 
identified as a member of the proposed 
class described in this subparagraph, a 
$600,000 lump sum. 

(3) Deadline for application submission 

(A) In general 

The deadline for submitting an application 
for a payment under this subsection is as fol-
lows: 

(i) Not later than 90 days after the date 
of the publication required under sub-
section (b)(2)(A), with regard to an applica-
tion based on—

(I) a final judgment described in para-
graph (2)(A) obtained before that date of 
publication; or 

(II) a claim described in paragraph 
(2)(B) or (2)(C), except that any United 
States person with an eligible claim de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(B) who did not 
have an eligible claim before November 
21, 2019, shall have 90 days from Novem-
ber 21, 2019, to submit an application for 
payment.

(ii) Not later than 90 days after the date 
of obtaining a final judgment, with regard 
to a final judgment obtained on or after 
the date of that publication, unless—

(I) the final judgment was awarded to a 
9/11 victim, 9/11 spouse, or 9/11 dependent 
before November 21, 2019, in which case 
such United States person shall have 90 
days from the date of enactment of such 
Act to submit an application for pay-
ment; or 

(II) the final judgment was awarded to 
a 1983 Beirut barracks bombing victim or 
a 1996 Khobar Towers bombing victim be-
fore December 29, 2022, in which case 
such United States person shall have 180 
days from December 29, 2022, to submit 
an application for payment. 

(B) Good cause 

For good cause shown, the Special Master 
may grant a claimant a reasonable exten-
sion of a deadline under this paragraph. 

(d) Payments 

(1) To whom made 

The Special Master shall order payment 
from the Fund for each eligible claim of a 
United States person to that person or, if that 
person is deceased, to the personal representa-
tive of the estate of that person. 

(2) Timing of initial payments 

The Special Master shall authorize all ini-
tial payments to satisfy eligible claims under 
this section not later than 1 year after Decem-
ber 18, 2015. 

(3) Payments to be made pro rata 

(A) In general 

(i) Pro rata basis 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B) 
and subject to the limitations described in 
clause (ii), the Special Master shall carry 
out paragraph (1), by—

(I) dividing all available funds in half 
and allocating 50 percent of the available 
funds to non-9/11 related victims of state 
sponsored terrorism and the remaining 
50 percent of the available funds to 9/11 
related victims of state sponsored ter-
rorism; 

(II) further dividing the funds allo-
cated to non-9/11 related victims of state 
sponsored terrorism on a pro rata basis, 
based on the amounts outstanding and 
unpaid on eligible claims, until such 
amounts have been paid in full or the 
Fund is closed; and 

(III) further dividing the funds allo-
cated to 9/11 related victims of state 
sponsored terrorism on a pro rata basis, 
based on the amounts outstanding and 
unpaid on eligible claims, until such 
amounts have been paid in full or the 
Fund is closed. 

(ii) Limitations 

The limitations described in this clause 
are as follows: 

(I) In the event that a United States 
person has an eligible claim that exceeds 
$20,000,000, the Special Master shall treat 
that claim as if it were for $20,000,000 for 
purposes of this section. 

(II) In the event that a non-9/11 related 
victim of state sponsored terrorism and 
the immediate family members of such 
person have claims that if aggregated 
would exceed $35,000,000, the Special 
Master shall, for purposes of this section, 
reduce such claims on a pro rata basis 
such that in the aggregate such claims 
do not exceed $35,000,000. 

(III) In the event that a 9/11 victim, 9/
11 spouse, or 9/11 dependent and the im-
mediate family members of such person 
(who are also 9/11 victims, 9/11 spouses, 
or 9/11 dependents) have claims that if 
aggregated would exceed $35,000,000, the 
Special Master shall, for purposes of this 
section, reduce such claims on a pro rata 
basis such that in the aggregate such 
claims do not exceed $35,000,000. 

(IV) In the event that a 9/11 family 
member and the family members of such 
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person (who are also 9/11 family mem-
bers) have claims that if aggregated 
would exceed $20,000,000, the Special 
Master shall, for purposes of this section, 
reduce such claims on a pro rata basis 
such that in the aggregate such claims 
do not exceed $20,000,000. 

(B) Minimum payments 

(i) Any applicant with an eligible claim de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2) who has received, 
or is entitled or scheduled to receive, any 
payment that is equal to, or in excess of, 30 
percent of the total compensatory damages 
owed to such applicant on the applicant’s 
claim from any source other than this Fund 
shall not receive any payment from the 
Fund until such time as all other eligible ap-
plicants have received from the Fund an 
amount equal to 30 percent of the compen-
satory damages awarded to those applicants 
pursuant to their final judgments or to 
claims under subsection (c)(2)(B) or (c)(2)(C). 
For purposes of calculating the pro rata 
amounts for these payments, the Special 
Master shall not include the total compen-
satory damages for applicants excluded from 
payment by this subparagraph. 

(ii) To the extent that an applicant with 
an eligible claim has received less than 30 
percent of the compensatory damages owed 
that applicant under a final judgment or 
claim described in subsection (c)(2) from any 
source other than this Fund, such applicant 
may apply to the Special Master for the dif-
ference between the percentage of compen-
satory damages the applicant has received 
from other sources and the percentage of 
compensatory damages to be awarded other 
eligible applicants from the Fund. 

(iii) For the purposes of clause (i), the cal-
culation of the total compensatory damages 
received or entitled or scheduled to be re-
ceived by an applicant who is a 1983 Beirut 
barracks bombing victim or a 1996 Khobar 
Towers bombing victim from any source 
other than the Fund shall include the total 
amount received by the applicant as a result 
of or in connection with the proceedings cap-
tioned Peterson v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 
No. 10 Vic. 4518 (S.D.N.Y.), or the pro-
ceedings captioned In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & 
Related Properties, No. 08 Civ. 10934 
(S.D.N.Y. filed Dec. 17, 2008), such that any 
such applicant who has received or is enti-
tled or scheduled to receive 30 percent or 
more of such applicant’s compensatory dam-
ages judgment as a result of or in connection 
with such proceedings shall not receive any 
payment from the Fund, except in accord-
ance with the requirements of clause (i), or 
as part of a lump-sum catch-up payment in 
accordance with paragraph (4)(D). 

(4) Additional payments 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraphs (B), 
(C), and (D), on January 1 of the second cal-
endar year that begins after the date of the 
initial payments described in paragraph (1) 
if funds are available in the Fund, the Spe-

cial Master shall authorize additional pay-
ments on a pro rata basis to those claimants 
with eligible claims under subsection (c)(2) 
and shall authorize additional payments for 
eligible claims annually thereafter if funds 
are available in the Fund. 

(B) Third round payments 

The Special Master shall authorize third-
round payments to satisfy eligible claims 
under this section not earlier than 90 days, 
and not later than 180 days, after November 
21, 2019. The Special Master shall accept ap-
plications from eligible applicants (con-
sistent with the deadlines for application 
submission prescribed in subsection (c)(3)) 
until the date that is 90 days after November 
21, 2019. 

(C) Lump sum catch-up payments for 9/11 
victims, 9/11 spouses, and 9/11 depend-
ents 

(i) In general 

Not later than 90 days after December 27, 
2020, and in accordance with clauses (i) and 
(ii) of subsection (d)(3)(A), the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall conduct 
an audit and publish in the Federal Reg-
ister a notice of proposed lump sum catch-
up payments to 9/11 victims, 9/11 spouses, 
and 9/11 dependents who have submitted 
applications in accordance with subpara-
graph (B) in amounts that, after receiving 
the lump sum catch-up payments, would 
result in the percentage of the claims of 9/
11 victims, 9/11 spouses, and 9/11 depend-
ents received from the Fund being equal to 
the percentage of the claims of 9/11 family 
members received from the Fund, as of De-
cember 27, 2020. 

(ii) Public comment 

The Comptroller General shall provide 
an opportunity for public comment for a 
30-day period beginning on the date on 
which the notice is published under clause 
(i). 

(iii) Report 

Not later than 30 days after the expira-
tion comment period in clause (ii), the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, the Committee on the 
Judiciary and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives, 
and the Special Master a report that in-
cludes the determination of the Comp-
troller General on—

(I) the amount of the lump sum catch-
up payment for each 9/11 victim; 

(II) the amount of the lump sum catch-
up payment for each 9/11 spouse; 

(III) the amount of the lump sum 
catch-up payment for each 9/11 depend-
ent; and 

(IV) the total amount of lump sum 
catch-up payments described in sub-
clauses (I) through (III). 
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(iv) Authorization 

(I) In general 

The Special Master shall authorize 
lump sum catch-up payments in amounts 
equal to the amounts described in sub-
clauses (I), (II), and (III) of clause (iii). 

(II) Appropriations

(aa) In general 

There are authorized to be appro-
priated and there are appropriated to 
the Fund such sums as are necessary 
to carry out this clause, to remain 
available until expended. 

(bb) Limitation 

Amounts appropriated pursuant to 
item (aa) may not be used for a pur-
pose other than to make lump sum 
catch-up payments under this clause.

(D) Lump sum catch-up payments for 1983 
Beirut barracks bombing victims and 
1996 Khobar Towers bombing victims 

(i) In general 

Not later than 1 year after December 29, 
2022, and in accordance with clauses (i) and 
(ii) of paragraph (3)(A), the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall conduct 
an audit and publish in the Federal Reg-
ister a notice of proposed lump sum catch-
up payments to the 1983 Beirut barracks 
bombing victims and the 1996 Khobar Tow-
ers bombing victims who have submitted 
applications in accordance with subsection 
(c)(3)(A)(ii)(II) on or after such date of en-
actment, in amounts that, after receiving 
the lump sum catch-up payments, would 
result in the percentage of the claims of 
such victims received from the Fund being 
equal to the percentage of the claims of 
non-9/11 victims of state sponsored ter-
rorism received from the Fund, as of De-
cember 29, 2022. 

(ii) Public comment 

The Comptroller General shall provide 
an opportunity for public comment for a 
30-day period beginning on the date on 
which the notice is published under clause 
(i). 

(iii) Report 

Not later than 30 days after the expira-
tion of the comment period in clause (ii), 
the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall submit to the Committee on 
the Judiciary and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate, the Committee 
on the Judiciary and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Special Master a report that 
includes the determination of the Comp-
troller General on—

(I) the amount of the proposed lump 
sum catch-up payment for each 1983 Bei-
rut barracks bombing victim; 

(II) the amount of the proposed lump 
sum catch-up payment for each 1996 
Khobar Towers bombing victim; and 

(III) amount of lump sum catch-up 
payments described in subclauses (I) and 
(II). 

(iv) Lump sum catch-up payment reserve 
fund 

(I) In general 

There is established within the Fund a 
lump sum catch-up payment reserve 
fund, to remain in reserve except in ac-
cordance with this subsection. 

(II) Authorization 

Not earlier than 90 days after the date 
on which the Comptroller General sub-
mits the report required under clause 
(iii), and not later than 1 year after such 
date, the Special Master shall authorize 
lump sum catch-up payments from the 
reserve fund established under subclause 
(I) in amounts equal to the amounts de-
scribed in subclauses (I) and (II) of clause 
(iii). 

(III) Appropriations

(aa) In general 

There are authorized to be appro-
priated and there are appropriated to 
the lump sum catch-up payment re-
serve fund $3,000,000,000 to carry out 
this clause, to remain available until 
expended. 

(bb) Limitation 

Except as provided in subclause (IV), 
amounts appropriated pursuant to 
item (aa) may not be used for a pur-
pose other than to make lump sum 
catch-up payments under this clause.

(IV) Expiration

(aa) In general 

The lump sum catch-up payment re-
serve fund established by this clause 
shall be terminated not later than 1 
year after the Special Master disperses 
all lump sum catch-up payments pur-
suant to subclause (II). 

(bb) Remaining amounts 

All amounts remaining in the lump 
sum catch-up payment reserve fund in 
excess of the amounts described in sub-
clauses (I) and (II) of clause (iii) shall 
be deposited into the Fund under this 
section.

(5) Subrogation and retention of rights 

(A) United States subrogated to creditor 
rights to the extent of payment 

The United States shall be subrogated to 
the rights of any person who applies for and 
receives payments under this section, but 
only to the extent and in the amount of such 
payments made under this section. The 
President shall pursue these subrogated 
rights as claims or offsets of the United 
States in appropriate ways, including any 
negotiation process that precedes the nor-
malization of relations between the foreign 
state designated as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism and the United States or the lifting 
of sanctions against such foreign state. 

(B) Rights retained 

To the extent amounts of damages remain 
unpaid and outstanding following any pay-
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1 See References in Text note below. 

ments made under this subsection, each ap-
plicant shall retain that applicant’s creditor 
rights in any unpaid and outstanding 
amounts of the judgment, including any pre-
judgment or post-judgment interest, or puni-
tive damages, awarded by the United States 
district court pursuant to a judgment. 

(e) United States Victims of State Sponsored Ter-
rorism Fund 

(1) Establishment of United States Victims of 
State Sponsored Terrorism Fund 

There is established in the Treasury a fund, 
to be designated as the United States Victims 
of State Sponsored Terrorism Fund. 

(2) Deposit and transfer 

Beginning on December 18, 2015, the fol-
lowing shall be deposited or transferred into 
the Fund for distribution under this section: 

(A) Forfeited funds and property 

(i) Criminal funds and property 

All funds, and the net proceeds from the 
sale of property, forfeited or paid to the 
United States after December 18, 2015, as a 
criminal penalty or fine arising from a vio-
lation of any license, order, regulation, or 
prohibition issued under the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) or the Trading with the 
Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App. 1 et seq.),1 or 
any related criminal conspiracy, scheme, 
or other Federal offense arising from the 
actions of, or doing business with or acting 
on behalf of, a state sponsor of terrorism. 

(ii) Civil funds and property 

Seventy-five percent of all funds, and 
seventy-five percent of the net proceeds 
from the sale of property, forfeited or paid 
to the United States after December 18, 
2015, as a civil penalty or fine arising from 
a violation of any license, order, regula-
tion, or prohibition issued under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) or the Trading with 
the Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App. 1 et seq.),1 
or any related conspiracy, scheme, or 
other Federal offense arising from the ac-
tions of, or doing business with or acting 
on behalf of, a state sponsor of terrorism. 

(B) Transfer into Fund of certain assigned 
assets of Iran and election to participate 
in Fund 

(i) Deposit into Fund of assigned proceeds 
from sale of properties and related as-
sets identified in In Re 650 Fifth Ave-
nue & Related Properties 

(I) In general 

Except as provided in subclause (II), if 
the United States receives a final judg-
ment forfeiting the properties and re-
lated assets identified in the proceedings 
captioned as In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & 
Related Properties, No. 08 Civ. 10934 
(S.D.N.Y. filed Dec. 17, 2008), the net pro-
ceeds (not including the litigation ex-

penses and sales costs incurred by the 
United States) resulting from the sale of 
such properties and related assets by the 
United States shall be deposited into the 
Fund. 

(II) Limitation 

The following proceeds resulting from 
any sale of the properties and related as-
sets identified in subclause (I) shall not 
be transferred into the Fund:

(aa) The percentage of proceeds at-
tributable to any party identified as a 
Settling Judgment Creditor in the 
order dated April 16, 2014, in such pro-
ceedings, who does not make an elec-
tion (described in clause (iii)) to par-
ticipate in the Fund. 

(bb) The percentage of proceeds at-
tributable to the parties identified as 
the Hegna Judgment Creditors in such 
proceedings, unless and until a final 
judgment is entered denying the 
claims of such creditors.

(ii) Deposit into Fund of assigned assets 
identified in Peterson v. Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran 

If a final judgment is entered in Peter-
son v. Islamic Republic of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 
4518 (S.D.N.Y.), awarding the assets at 
issue in that case to the judgment credi-
tors identified in the order dated July 9, 
2013, those assets shall be deposited into 
the Fund, but only to the extent, and in 
such percentage, that the rights, title, and 
interest to such assets were assigned 
through elections made pursuant to clause 
(iii). 

(iii) Election to participate in the Fund 

Upon written notice to the Attorney 
General, the Special Master, and the chief 
judge of the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York 
within 60 days after the date of the publi-
cation required under subsection (b)(2)(A) 
a United States person, who is a judgment 
creditor in the proceedings captioned Pe-
terson v. Islamic Republic of Iran, No. 10 
Civ. 4518 (S.D.N.Y.), or a Settling Judg-
ment Creditor as identified in the order 
dated May 27, 2014, in the proceedings cap-
tioned In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Related 
Properties, No. 08 Civ. 10934 (S.D.N.Y. filed 
Dec. 17, 2008), shall have the right to elect 
to participate in the Fund and, to the ex-
tent any such person exercises such right, 
shall irrevocably assign to the Fund all 
rights, title, and interest to such person’s 
claims to the assets at issue in such pro-
ceedings. To the extent that a United 
States person is both a judgment creditor 
in the proceedings captioned Peterson v. 
Islamic Republic of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 4518 
(S.D.N.Y.) and a Settling Judgment Cred-
itor in In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Related 
Properties, No. 08 Civ. 10934 (S.D.N.Y. filed 
Dec. 17, 2008), any election by such person 
to participate in the Fund pursuant to this 
paragraph shall operate as an election to 
assign any and all rights, title, and inter-
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est in the assets in both actions for the 
purposes of participating in the Fund. The 
Attorney General is authorized to pursue 
any such assigned rights, title, and inter-
est in those claims for the benefit of the 
Fund. 

(iv) Application for conditional payment 

A United States person who is a judg-
ment creditor or a Settling Judgment 
Creditor in the proceedings identified in 
clause (iii) and who does not elect to par-
ticipate in the Fund may, notwithstanding 
such failure to elect, submit an applica-
tion for conditional payment from the 
Fund, subject to the following limitations: 

(I) In general 

Notwithstanding any such claimant’s 
eligibility for payment and the initial 
deadline for initial payments set forth in 
subsection (d)(2), the Special Master 
shall allocate but withhold payment to 
an eligible claimant who applies for a 
conditional payment under this para-
graph until such time as an adverse final 
judgment is entered in both of the pro-
ceedings identified in clause (iii). 

(II) Exception 

(aa) In the event that an adverse final 
judgment is entered in the proceedings 
captioned Peterson v. Islamic Republic 
of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 4518 (S.D.N.Y), prior 
to a final judgment being entered in the 
proceedings captioned In Re 650 Fifth 
Avenue & Related Properties, No. 08 Civ. 
10934 (S.D.N.Y. filed Dec. 17, 2008), the 
Special Master shall release a portion of 
an eligible claimant’s conditional pay-
ment to such eligible claimant if the 
Special Master anticipates that such 
claimant will receive less than the 
amount of the conditional payment from 
any proceeds from a final judgment that 
is entered in favor of the plaintiffs in In 
Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Related Prop-
erties. Such portion shall not exceed the 
difference between the amount of the 
conditional payment and the amount the 
Special Master anticipates such claim-
ant will receive from the proceeds of In 
Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Related Prop-
erties. 

(bb) In the event that a final judgment 
is entered in favor of the plaintiffs in the 
proceedings captioned Peterson v. Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 4518 
(S.D.N.Y) and funds are distributed, the 
payments allocated to claimants who ap-
plied for a conditional payment under 
this subparagraph shall be considered 
void, and any funds previously allocated 
to such conditional payments shall be 
made available and distributed to all 
other eligible claimants pursuant to sub-
section (d). 

(v) Exception for 1983 Beirut barracks 
bombing victims and 1996 Khobar Tow-
ers bombing victims 

Nothing in this subparagraph shall apply 
with respect to—

(I) a 1983 Beirut barracks bombing vic-
tim or a 1996 Khobar Towers bombing 
victim who submits an application under 
subsection (c)(3)(A)(ii)(II) on or after De-
cember 29, 2022; or 

(II) the assets, or the net proceeds of 
the sale of properties or related assets, 
attributable to a person described in sub-
clause (I). 

(3) Expenditures from Fund 

Amounts in the Fund shall be available, 
without further appropriation, for the pay-
ment of eligible claims and compensation of 
the Special Master in accordance with this 
section. 

(4) Management of Fund 

The Fund shall be managed and invested in 
the same manner as a trust fund is managed 
and invested under section 9602 of title 26. 

(5) Funding 

There is appropriated to the Fund, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, $1,025,000,000 for fiscal year 2017, to 
remain available until expended. 

(6) Termination 

(A) In general 

Amounts in the Fund may not be obligated 
on or after January 2, 2039. 

(B) Closing of Fund 

Effective on the day after all amounts au-
thorized to be paid from the Fund under this 
section that were obligated before January 
2, 2039 are expended, any unobligated bal-
ances in the Fund shall be transferred, as ap-
propriate, to either the Department of the 
Treasury Forfeiture Fund established under 
section 9705 of title 31 or to the Department 
of Justice Assets Forfeiture Fund estab-
lished under section 524(c)(1) of title 28. 

(f) Attorneys’ fees and costs 

(1) In general 

No attorney representing a non-9/11 related 
victim of state sponsored terrorism shall 
charge, receive, or collect, and the Special 
Master shall not approve, any payment of fees 
and costs that in the aggregate exceeds 25 per-
cent of any payment made under this section. 
After November 21, 2019, no attorney rep-
resenting a 9/11 related victim of state spon-
sored terrorism shall charge, receive, or col-
lect, and the Special Master shall not approve, 
any payment of fees and costs that in the ag-
gregate exceeds 15 percent of any payment 
made under this section after November 21, 
2019. 

(2) Penalty 

Any attorney who violates paragraph (1) 
shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for 
not more than 1 year, or both. 

(g) Award of compensation to informers 

(1) In general 

Any United States person who holds a final 
judgment described in subsection (c)(2)(A) or a 
claim under subsection (c)(2)(B) or (c)(2)(C) 
and who meets the requirements set forth in 
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paragraph (2) is entitled to receive an award of 
10 percent of the funds deposited in the Fund 
under subsection (e)(2) attributable to infor-
mation such person furnished to the Attorney 
General that leads to a forfeiture described in 
subsection (e)(2)(A), which is made after De-
cember 18, 2015, pursuant to a proceeding re-
sulting in forfeiture that was initiated after 
December 18, 2015. 

(2) Person described 

A person meets the requirements of this 
paragraph if—

(A) the person identifies and notifies the 
Attorney General of funds or property—

(i) of a state sponsor of terrorism, or 
held by a third party on behalf of or sub-
ject to the control of that state sponsor of 
terrorism; 

(ii) that were not previously identified or 
known by the United States Government; 
and 

(iii) that are subsequently forfeited di-
rectly or in the form of substitute assets 
to the United States; and

(B) the Attorney General finds that the 
identification and notification under sub-
paragraph (A) by that person substantially 
contributed to the forfeiture to the United 
States. 

(h) Special exclusion from compensation 

In no event shall an individual who is crimi-
nally culpable for an act of international ter-
rorism receive any compensation under this sec-
tion, either directly or on behalf of a victim. 

(i) Report to Congress 

Within 30 days after authorizing the payment 
of compensation of eligible claims pursuant to 
subsection (d), the Special Master shall submit 
to the chairman and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the Senate a report on the payment 
of eligible claims, which shall include—

(1) an explanation of the procedures for fil-
ing and processing of applications for com-
pensation; and 

(2) an analysis of the payments made to 
United States persons from the Fund and the 
amount of outstanding eligible claims, includ-
ing—

(A) the number of applications for com-
pensation submitted; 

(B) the number of applications approved 
and the amount of each award; 

(C) the number of applications denied and 
the reasons for the denial; 

(D) the number of applications for com-
pensation that are pending for which com-
pensatory damages have not been paid in 
full; and 

(E) the total amount of compensatory 
damages from eligible claims that have been 
paid and that remain unpaid. 

(j) Definitions 

In this section the following definitions apply: 

(1) Act of international terrorism 

The term ‘‘act of international terrorism’’ 
includes—

(A) an act of torture, extrajudicial killing, 
aircraft sabotage, or hostage taking as those 
terms are defined in section 1605A(h) of title 
28; and 

(B) providing material support or re-
sources, as defined in section 2339A of title 
18, for an act described in subparagraph (A). 

(2) Adverse final judgment 

The term ‘‘adverse final judgment’’ means a 
final judgment in favor of the defendant, or 
defendants, in the proceedings identified in 
subsection (e)(2)(B)(iii), or which does not 
order any payment from, or award any inter-
est in, the assets at issue in such proceedings 
to the plaintiffs, judgment creditors, or Set-
tling Judgment Creditors in such proceedings. 

(3) Compensatory damages 

The term ‘‘compensatory damages’’ does not 
include pre-judgment or post-judgment inter-
est or punitive damages. 

(4) Final judgment 

The term ‘‘final judgment’’ means an en-
forceable final judgment, decree or order on li-
ability and damages entered by a United 
States district court that is not subject to fur-
ther appellate review, but does not include a 
judgment, decree, or order that has been 
waived, relinquished, satisfied, espoused by 
the United States, or subject to a bilateral 
claims settlement agreement between the 
United States and a foreign state. In the case 
of a default judgment, such judgment shall not 
be considered a final judgment until such time 
as service of process has been completed pur-
suant to section 1608(e) of title 28. 

(5) Fund 

The term ‘‘Fund’’ means the United States 
Victims of State Sponsored Terrorism Fund 
established by this section. 

(6) Source other than this Fund 

The term ‘‘source other than this Fund’’ 
means all collateral sources, including life in-
surance, pension funds, death benefit pro-
grams, payments by Federal, State, or local 
governments, and court awarded compensa-
tion related to the act of international ter-
rorism that gave rise to a claimant’s final 
judgment, except that the term does not in-
clude payments received in connection with an 
international claims agreement to which the 
United States is a state party or any other 
settlement of terrorism-related claims against 
Sudan. The term ‘‘entitled or scheduled to re-
ceive’’ in subsection (d)(3)(B)(i) includes any 
potential recovery where that person or their 
representative is a party to any civil or ad-
ministrative action pending in any court or 
agency of competent jurisdiction in which the 
party seeks to enforce the judgment giving 
rise to the application to the Fund. 

(7) State sponsor of terrorism 

The term ‘‘state sponsor of terrorism’’ 
means a country the government of which the 
Secretary of State has determined, for pur-
poses of section 4605(j) 1 of title 50, section 2371 
of title 22, section 2780 of title 22, or any other 
provision of law, is a government that has re-
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2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Civ.’’

peatedly provided support for acts of inter-
national terrorism. 

(8) United States person 

The term ‘‘United States person’’ means a 
natural person who has suffered an injury aris-
ing from the actions of a foreign state for 
which the foreign state has been determined 
not to be immune from the jurisdiction of the 
courts of the United States under section 
1605A or section 1605(a)(7) (as such section was 
in effect on January 27, 2008) of title 28 or is el-
igible to make a claim under subsection 
(c)(2)(B) or subsection (c)(2)(C). 

(9) Non-9/11 related victim of state sponsored 
terrorism 

The term ‘‘non-9/11 victim of state sponsored 
terrorism’’ means a United States person who 
has an eligible claim under subsection (c) that 
is unrelated to the acts of international ter-
rorism carried out on September 11, 2001. 

(10) 9/11 related victim of state sponsored ter-
rorism 

The term ‘‘9/11 related victim of state spon-
sored terrorism’’ means a 9/11 victim, 9/11 
spouse, 9/11 dependent, or 9/11 family member. 

(11) 9/11 dependent 

The term ‘‘9/11 dependent’’ means a United 
States person who has an eligible claim under 
subsection (c) who at the time of a 9/11 vic-
tim’s death was—

(A) a dependent, as defined in section 104.3 
of title 28, Code of Federal Regulations, or 
any successor thereto, of the 9/11 victim; or 

(B) the child of the 9/11 victim who has 
not, before November 21, 2019, received pay-
ment from the Fund. 

(12) 9/11 family member 

The term ‘‘9/11 family member’’ means the 
immediate family member of an individual de-
scribed in section 405(c) of the Air Transpor-
tation Safety and System Stabilization Act (49 
U.S.C. 40101 note) who is not a 9/11 dependent 
or a 9/11 spouse. 

(13) 9/11 spouse 

The term ‘‘9/11 spouse’’ means a United 
States person who has an eligible claim under 
subsection (c) who is a spouse, as defined in 
section 104.3 of title 28, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, or any successor thereto, of an indi-
vidual described in section 405(c) of the Air 
Transportation Safety and System Stabiliza-
tion Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note). 

(14) 9/11 victim 

The term ‘‘9/11 victim’’ means a United 
States person who has an eligible claim under 
subsection (c) who is an individual described 
in section 405(c)(2) of the Air Transportation 
Safety and System Stabilization Act (49 U.S.C. 
40101 note). 

(15) 1983 Beirut barracks bombing victim 

The term ‘‘1983 Beirut barracks bombing vic-
tim’’—

(A) means a plaintiff, or estate or suc-
cessor in interest thereof, who has an eligi-
ble claim under subsection (c) that arises 
out of the October 23, 1983, bombing of the 

United States Marine Corps barracks in Bei-
rut, Lebanon; and 

(B) includes a plaintiff, estate, or suc-
cessor in interest described in subparagraph 
(A) who is a judgment creditor in the pro-
ceedings captioned Peterson v. Islamic Re-
public of Iran, No. 10 Vic.2 4518 (S.D.N.Y.), or 
a Settling Judgment Creditor as identified 
in the order dated May 27, 2014, in the pro-
ceedings captioned In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & 
Related Properties, No. 08 Vic.2 10934 
(S.D.N.Y. filed Dec. 17, 2008). 

(16) 1996 Khobar Towers bombing victim 

The term ‘‘1996 Khobar Towers bombing vic-
tim’’—

(A) means a plaintiff, or estate or suc-
cessor in interest thereof, who has an eligi-
ble claim under subsection (c) that arises 
out of the June 25, 1996 bombing of the 
Khobar Tower housing complex in Saudi 
Arabia; and 

(B) includes a plaintiff, estate, or suc-
cessor in interest described in subparagraph 
(A) who is a judgment creditor in the pro-
ceedings captioned Peterson v. Islamic Re-
public of Iran, No. 10 Vic.2 4518 (S.D.N.Y.), or 
a Settling Judgment Creditor as identified 
in the order dated May 27, 2014, in the pro-
ceedings captioned In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & 
Related Properties, No. 08 Vic.2 10934 
(S.D.N.Y. filed Dec. 17, 2008). 

(k) Severability 

The provisions of this section are severable. If 
any provision of this section, or any application 
thereof, is found unconstitutional, that finding 
shall not affect any provision or application of 
this section not so adjudicated. 

(Pub. L. 114–113, div. O, title IV, § 404, Dec. 18, 
2015, 129 Stat. 3007; Pub. L. 116–69, div. B, title 
VII, § 1701(b)(1), Nov. 21, 2019, 133 Stat. 1140; Pub. 
L. 116–260, div. FF, title XVII, § 1705, Dec. 27, 
2020, 134 Stat. 3293; Pub. L. 117–328, div. MM, 
§ 101(b), Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 6106.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The United States Victims of State Sponsored Ter-

rorism Fund Clarification Act, referred to in subsec. 

(b)(2)(A), is Pub. L. 116–69, div. B, title VII, § 1701, Nov. 

21, 2019, 133 Stat. 1140, which amended this section and 

enacted notes under this section and section 10101 of 

this title. The date of enactment of the Act is Nov. 21, 

2019. 

The Fairness for 9/11 Families Act, referred to in sub-

sec. (b)(2)(A), is Pub. L. 117–328, div. MM, § 101, Dec. 29, 

2022, 136 Stat. 6106, which amended this section and en-

acted a note under section 10101 of this title. The date 

of enactment of the Act is Dec. 29, 2022. 

Section 1605(a)(7) of title 28 (as such section was in ef-

fect on January 27, 2008), referred to in subsecs. 

(c)(2)(A)(ii) and (j)(8), refers to subsec. (a)(7) of section 

1605 of title 28 as it existed prior to being struck out by 

Pub. L. 110–181, § 1083(b)(1)(A). See 2008 Amendment note 

under that section. 

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 

referred to in subsec. (e)(2)(A), is title II of Pub. L. 

95–223, Dec. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1626, which is classified 

generally to chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of Title 50, War 

and National Defense. For complete classification of 
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this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 

section 1701 of Title 50 and Tables. 
The Trading with the Enemy Act, referred to in sub-

sec. (e)(2)(A), is act Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 106, 40 Stat. 411, 

which was classified generally to sections 1 to 6, 7 to 39, 

and 41 to 44 of the former Appendix to Title 50, War and 

National Defense, prior to editorial reclassification and 

renumbering as chapter 53 (§ 4301 et seq.) of Title 50. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ta-

bles. 
Section 4605(j) of title 50, referred to in subsec. (j)(7), 

was repealed by Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title XVII, 

§ 1766(a), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2232. Provisions similar 

to those in former section 4605(j) of title 50 can be found 

in section 4813(c) of title 50, as enacted by Pub. L. 

115–232. 
Section 405 of the Air Transportation Safety and Sys-

tem Stabilization Act, referred to in subsec. (j)(12) to 

(14), is section 405 of Pub. L. 107–42, which is set out in 

a note under section 40101 of Title 49, Transportation. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10609 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 
Section 101(b) of div. MM of 117–328, which directed 

amendment of section 404 of the Justice for United 

States Victims of State Sponsored Terrorism Act, was 

executed to this section, which comprises the entire 

Act, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(1)(A), 

inserted ‘‘and during the 1-year period beginning on De-

cember 29, 2022, the Special Master may utilize an addi-

tional 5 full-time equivalent Department of Justice 

personnel’’ before period at end of first sentence. See 

Codification note above. 
Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(1)(B), in-

serted ‘‘Not later than 30 days after December 29, 2022, 

the Special Master shall update, as necessary as a re-

sult of the amendment to this section, such procedures 

and other guidance previously issued by the Special 

Master.’’ after ‘‘guidance previously issued by the Spe-

cial Master.’’ See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (c)(3)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(2), added 

cl. (ii) and struck out former cl. (ii) which read as fol-

lows: ‘‘Not later than 90 days after the date of obtain-

ing a final judgment, with regard to a final judgment 

obtained on or after the date of that publication, unless 

the final judgment was awarded to a 9/11 victim, 9/11 

spouse, or 9/11 dependent before November 21, 2019, in 

which case such United States person shall have 90 

days from November 21, 2019, to submit an application 

for payment.’’ See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(3)(A), 

added cl. (iii). See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (d)(4)(A). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(3)(B)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D)’’ for ‘‘subpara-

graphs (B) and (C)’’. See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (d)(4)(C)(iv). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(3)(B)(ii), 

added cl. (iv). See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (d)(4)(D). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(3)(B)(iii), 

added subpar. (D). See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (e)(2)(B)(v). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(4), added 

cl. (v). See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (j)(15), (16). Pub. L. 117–328, § 101(b)(5), added 

pars. (15) and (16). See Codification note above. 
2020—Subsec. (c)(2)(A)(i). Pub. L. 116–260, § 1705(a)(1), 

substituted ‘‘foreign state that was designated as a 

state sponsor of terrorism at the time the acts de-

scribed in clause (ii) occurred or was so designated as 

a result of such acts’’ for ‘‘state sponsor of terrorism’’. 
Subsec. (d)(4)(A). Pub. L. 116–260, § 1705(b)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘subparagraphs (B) and (C)’’ for ‘‘subparagraph 

(B)’’. 
Subsec. (d)(4)(C). Pub. L. 116–260, § 1705(b)(2), added 

subpar. (C). 
Subsec. (e)(6). Pub. L. 116–260, § 1705(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘January 2, 2039’’ for ‘‘January 2, 2030’’ in two places. 

Subsec. (j)(6). Pub. L. 116–260, § 1705(a)(3), inserted 

‘‘, except that the term does not include payments re-

ceived in connection with an international claims 

agreement to which the United States is a state party 

or any other settlement of terrorism-related claims 

against Sudan’’ after ‘‘final judgment’’. 
2019—Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(A)(i), 

substituted ‘‘section, except that, during the 1-year pe-

riod beginning on November 21, 2019, the Special Master 

may utilize an additional 5 full-time equivalent Depart-

ment of Justice personnel.’’ for ‘‘section.’’
Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(A)(ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘Not later than 30 days after the date of enact-

ment of the United States Victims of State Sponsored 

Terrorism Fund Clarification Act, the Special Master 

shall update, as necessary as a result of the enactment 

of such Act, such procedures and other guidance pre-

viously issued by the Special Master. Such notice and 

any updates to that notice or other guidance are’’ for 

‘‘Such notice is’’. 
Subsec. (c)(2)(B). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(B)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘January 20, 1981’’ for ‘‘January 20, 1981, if 

such person is identified as a member of the proposed 

class in case number 1:00-CV-03110 (EGS) of the United 

States District Court for the District of Columbia’’. 
Subsec. (c)(3)(A)(i)(II). Pub. L. 116–69, 

§ 1701(b)(1)(B)(ii)(I), substituted for period at end 

‘‘, except that any United States person with an eligi-

ble claim described in paragraph (2)(B) who did not 

have an eligible claim before November 21, 2019, shall 

have 90 days from November 21, 2019, to submit an ap-

plication for payment.’’
Subsec. (c)(3)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 116–69, 

§ 1701(b)(1)(B)(ii)(II), substituted for period at end 

‘‘, unless the final judgment was awarded to a 9/11 vic-

tim, 9/11 spouse, or 9/11 dependent before November 21, 

2019, in which case such United States person shall 

have 90 days from November 21, 2019, to submit an ap-

plication for payment.’’
Subsec. (d)(3)(A). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(C)(i), 

added cls. (i) and (ii) and struck out former cls. (i) and 

(ii) which read as follows: 
‘‘(i) PRO RATA BASIS.—Except as provided in subpara-

graph (B) and subject to the limitations described in 

clause (ii), the Special Master shall carry out para-

graph (1), by dividing all available funds on a pro rata 

basis, based on the amounts outstanding and unpaid on 

eligible claims, until all such amounts have been paid 

in full. 
‘‘(ii) LIMITATIONS.—The limitations described in this 

clause are as follows: 
‘‘(I) In the event that a United States person has an 

eligible claim that exceeds $20,000,000, the Special 

Master shall treat that claim as if it were for 

$20,000,000 for purposes of this section. 
‘‘(II) In the event that a United States person and 

the immediate family members of such person, have 

claims that if aggregated would exceed $35,000,000, the 

Special Master shall, for purposes of this section, re-

duce such claims on a pro rata basis such that in the 

aggregate such claims do not exceed $35,000,000. 
‘‘(III) In the event that a United States person, or 

the immediate family member of such person, has an 

eligible claim under this section and has received an 

award or an award determination under section 405 of 

the Air Transportation Safety and System Stabiliza-

tion Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note), the amount of com-

pensation to which such person, or the immediate 

family member of such person, was determined to be 

entitled under section 405 of the Air Transportation 

Safety and System Stabilization Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 

note) shall be considered controlling for the purposes 

of this section, notwithstanding any compensatory 

damages amounts such person, or immediate family 

member of such person, is deemed eligible for or enti-

tled to pursuant to a final judgment described in sub-

section (c)(2)(A).’’
Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(C)(ii), des-

ignated existing provisions as subpar. (A), inserted 

heading, substituted ‘‘Except as provided in subpara-

graph (B), on’’ for ‘‘On’’, and added subpar. (B). 
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Subsec. (e)(2)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(D)(i), 

substituted ‘‘Seventy-five percent’’ for ‘‘One-half’’ and 

‘‘seventy-five percent’’ for ‘‘one-half’’. 

Subsec. (e)(6). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(D)(ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘2030’’ for ‘‘2026’’ in subpars. (A) and (B). 

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(E), inserted 

‘‘representing a non-9/11 related victim of state spon-

sored terrorism’’ after ‘‘No attorney’’ and ‘‘After No-

vember 21, 2019, no attorney representing a 9/11 related 

victim of state sponsored terrorism shall charge, re-

ceive, or collect, and the Special Master shall not ap-

prove, any payment of fees and costs that in the aggre-

gate exceeds 15 percent of any payment made under 

this section after November 21, 2019.’’ after ‘‘section.’’

Subsec. (j)(6). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(F)(i), struck 

out ‘‘(including payments from the September 11th Vic-

tim Compensation Fund (49 U.S.C. 40101 note))’’ after 

‘‘local governments’’. 

Subsec. (j)(9) to (14). Pub. L. 116–69, § 1701(b)(1)(F)(ii), 

added pars. (9) to (14).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2019 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–69, div. B, title VII, § 1701(d), Nov. 21, 2019, 

133 Stat. 1143, provided that: ‘‘This section [amending 

this section and enacting provisions set out as a note 

below] and the amendments made by this section shall 

take effect on the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 

21, 2019].’’

CONSTRUCTION OF 2019 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–69, div. B, title VII, § 1701(c), Nov. 21, 2019, 

133 Stat. 1143, provided that: ‘‘A determination by the 

Special Master before the date of enactment of the 

United States Victims of State Sponsored Terrorism 

Fund Clarification Act [Nov. 21, 2019] that an award or 

award determination under section 405 of the Air 

Transportation Safety and Stabilization Act [Pub. L. 

107–42] (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) was controlling for pur-

poses of the Fund (pursuant to subsection 

(d)(3)(A)(ii)(III) of the Justice for United States Vic-

tims of State Sponsored Terrorism Act (34 U.S.C. 

20144(d)(3)(A)(ii)(III)), as such section was in effect on 

the day before the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 

21, 2019]) shall not prejudice a claim of a 9/11 victim, 9/

11 spouse, or 9/11 dependent.’’

§ 20145. Elimination of barriers 

(a) Minors 

A Federal agency may not require a survivor 
of human trafficking who is less than 18 years of 
age or a homeless youth to obtain the consent or 
signature of the parent or guardian of the sur-
vivor or homeless youth to receive a copy of a 
Government-issued identity card issued to the 
survivor or homeless youth. 

(b) Fees 

A Federal agency may not charge a survivor of 
human trafficking or a homeless youth a fee to 
obtain a copy of a Government-issued identity 
card issued to the survivor or homeless youth. 

(Pub. L. 117–347, title IV, § 402, Jan. 5, 2023, 136 
Stat. 6208.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

DEFINITIONS 

Pub. L. 117–347, § 3, Jan. 5, 2023, 136 Stat. 6199, provided 

that: ‘‘In this Act [see section 1 of Pub. L. 117–347, set 

out as a Short Title of 2023 Amendment note under sec-

tion 10101 of this title]: 

‘‘(1) COMPUTER.—The term ‘computer’ includes a 

computer network and any interactive electronic de-

vice. 

‘‘(2) CYBERCRIME AGAINST INDIVIDUALS.—The term 

‘cybercrime against individuals’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 1401(a) [of the] Violence 

Against Women Act Reauthorization Act of 2022 (34 

U.S.C. 30107(a)). 

‘‘(3) HOMELESS YOUTH.—The term ‘homeless youth’ 

has the meaning given the term ‘homeless children 

and youths’ in section 725 of the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a).’’

CHAPTER 203—VICTIMS OF CHILD ABUSE 

SUBCHAPTER I—IMPROVING INVESTIGATION AND 

PROSECUTION OF CHILD ABUSE CASES 

Sec. 

20301. Findings. 

20302. Definitions. 

20303. Regional children’s advocacy centers. 

20304. Local children’s advocacy centers. 

20305. Grants for specialized technical assistance 

and training programs. 

20306. Authorization of appropriations. 

20307. Accountability. 

SUBCHAPTER II—COURT-APPOINTED SPECIAL 

ADVOCATE PROGRAM 

20321. Findings. 

20322. Purpose. 

20323. Strengthening of court-appointed special ad-

vocate program. 

20324. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER III—CHILD ABUSE TRAINING PRO-

GRAMS FOR JUDICIAL PERSONNEL AND PRAC-

TITIONERS 

20331. Findings and purpose. 

20332. Grants for juvenile and family court per-

sonnel. 

20333. Specialized technical assistance and training 

programs. 

20334. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

20341. Child abuse reporting. 

20342. Federal immunity. 

SUBCHAPTER V—CHILD CARE WORKER 

EMPLOYEE BACKGROUND CHECKS 

20351. Requirement for background checks.

SUBCHAPTER I—IMPROVING INVESTIGA-
TION AND PROSECUTION OF CHILD 
ABUSE CASES 

§ 20301. Findings 

The Congress finds that—
(1) over 3,400,000 reports of suspected child 

abuse and neglect are made each year; 
(2) the investigation and prosecution of child 

abuse cases is extremely complex, involving 
numerous agencies and dozens of personnel; 

(3) a key to a child victim healing from 
abuse is access to supportive and healthy fam-
ilies and communities; 

(4) traditionally, community agencies and 
professionals have different roles in the pre-
vention, investigation, and intervention proc-
ess; 

(5) in such cases, too often the system does 
not pay sufficient attention to the needs and 
welfare of the child victim, aggravating the 
trauma that the child victim has already expe-
rienced; 

(6) there is a national need to enhance co-
ordination among community agencies and 
professionals involved in the intervention sys-
tem; 
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