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note under section 105 of Title 1, prior to the general 

revision of title V of Pub. L. 93–344 by Pub. L. 101–508. 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Pub. L. 105–33 struck out subsec. (a) designation 

and heading, redesignated pars. (1) to (3) of former sub-

sec. (a) as subsecs. (a) to (c), respectively, inserted sub-

sec. headings, and substituted ‘‘subsection (b)’’ for 

‘‘paragraph (2)’’ in subsec. (c). 

§ 661f. Effect on other laws 

(a) Effect on other laws 

This subchapter shall supersede, modify, or re-
peal any provision of law enacted prior to No-
vember 5, 1990, to the extent such provision is 
inconsistent with this subchapter. Nothing in 
this subchapter shall be construed to establish a 
credit limitation on any Federal loan or loan 
guarantee program. 

(b) Crediting of collections 

Collections resulting from direct loans obli-
gated or loan guarantees committed prior to Oc-
tober 1, 1991, shall be credited to the liquidating 
accounts of Federal agencies. Amounts so cred-
ited shall be available, to the same extent that 
they were available prior to November 5, 1990, to 
liquidate obligations arising from such direct 
loans obligated or loan guarantees committed 
prior to October 1, 1991, including repayment of 
any obligations held by the Secretary of the 
Treasury or the Federal Financing Bank. The 
unobligated balances of such accounts that are 
in excess of current needs shall be transferred to 
the general fund of the Treasury. Such transfers 
shall be made from time to time but, at least 
once each year. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title V, § 507, as added Pub. L. 
101–508, title XIII, § 13201(a), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–614.)

SUBCHAPTER IV—BUDGET AGREEMENT 
ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS 

§§ 665 to 665e. Repealed. Pub. L. 105–33, title X, 
§ 10118(a), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 695

Section 665, Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, § 601, as added 

Pub. L. 101–508, title XIII, § 13111, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

1388–602; amended Pub. L. 103–66, title XIV, § 14002(a), 

(b), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 683, defined terms and pro-

vided for points of order in cases where measures would 

exceed discretionary spending limits. 
A prior section 601 of Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, July 12, 

1974, 88 Stat. 323, was classified to section 11 of former 

Title 31, prior to repeal and reenactment as sections 

1105(a)(15), 1106(b), and 1108(d) of Title 31, Money and Fi-

nance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1068, the first section of which enacted Title 31. 
Section 665a, Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, § 602, as added 

Pub. L. 101–508, title XIII, § 13111, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

1388–603; amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXI, 

§ 310001(f)(1), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2103, related to 

committee allocations and enforcement. 
A prior section 602 of Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, July 12, 

1974, 88 Stat. 324, was classified to section 11 of former 

Title 31, prior to repeal and reenactment as section 

1106(a) of Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 

97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068, the first sec-

tion of which enacted Title 31. 
Section 665b, Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, § 603, as added 

Pub. L. 101–508, title XIII, § 13111, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

1388–605, related to consideration of legislation before 

adoption of budget resolution for that fiscal year. 
A prior section 603 of Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, July 12, 

1974, 88 Stat. 324, was classified to section 11 of former 

Title 31, prior to repeal and reenactment in section 

1105(a)(1)–(14) of Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. 

L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068, the first sec-

tion of which enacted Title 31. 

Section 665c, Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, § 604, as added 

Pub. L. 101–508, title XIII, § 13111, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

1388–605, related to reconciliation directives regarding 

pay-as-you-go requirements. 

A prior section 604 of Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, July 12, 

1974, 88 Stat. 324, was classified to section 11 of former 

Title 31, prior to repeal and reenactment in section 

1105(a)(1)–(14) of Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. 

L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068, the first sec-

tion of which enacted Title 31. 

Section 665d, Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, § 605, as added 

Pub. L. 101–508, title XIII, § 13111, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

1388–606, related to application of section 642 of this 

title and points of order in Senate for measures exceed-

ing specified maximum deficit amount. 

A prior section 605 of Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, July 12, 

1974, 88 Stat. 325, was classified to section 11a of former 

Title 31, prior to repeal and reenactment in section 1109 

of Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), 

Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068, the first section of which 

enacted Title 31. 

Section 665e, Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, § 606, as added 

Pub. L. 101–508, title XIII, § 13111, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

1388–606; amended Pub. L. 104–121, title I, § 103(c), Mar. 

29, 1996, 110 Stat. 849; Pub. L. 104–193, title II, 

§ 211(d)(5)(C), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2192, related to 5-

year budget resolutions and requirement that budget 

resolutions conform to Balanced Budget and Emer-

gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

A prior section 606 of Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, July 12, 

1974, 88 Stat. 325, was classified to section 661 of this 

title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–177, title II, § 223, 

Dec. 12, 1985, 99 Stat. 1060.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 93–344, title VI, § 607, as added by Pub. L. 

101–508, title XIII, § 13111, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1388–607, 

and amended by Pub. L. 103–66, title XIV, 

§ 14002(c)(3)(B), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 684, provided that 

title VI of Pub. L. 93–344, enacting this subchapter, was 

effective Nov. 5, 1990, and was applicable to fiscal years 

1991 to 1998, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105–33, title X, 

§ 10118(a), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 695.

CHAPTER 17B—IMPOUNDMENT CONTROL 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

681. Disclaimer. 

SUBCHAPTER II—CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDER-

ATION OF PROPOSED RESCISSIONS, RESERVA-

TIONS, AND DEFERRALS OF BUDGET AUTHOR-

ITY 

682. Definitions. 

683. Rescission of budget authority. 

684. Proposed deferrals of budget authority. 

685. Transmission of messages; publication. 

686. Reports by Comptroller General. 

687. Suits by Comptroller General. 

688. Procedure in House of Representatives and 

Senate. 

SUBCHAPTER III—LINE ITEM VETO 

691 to 692. Omitted.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 681. Disclaimer 

Nothing contained in this Act, or in any 
amendments made by this Act, shall be con-
strued as—
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(1) asserting or conceding the constitutional 
powers or limitations of either the Congress or 
the President; 

(2) ratifying or approving any impoundment 
heretofore or hereafter executed or approved 
by the President or any other Federal officer 
or employee, except insofar as pursuant to 
statutory authorization then in effect; 

(3) affecting in any way the claims or de-
fenses of any party to litigation concerning 
any impoundment; or 

(4) superseding any provision of law which 
requires the obligation of budget authority or 
the making of outlays thereunder. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1001, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 332.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in provision preceding par. (1), 

means Pub. L. 93–344, July 12, 1974, 88 Stat. 297, known 

as the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control 

Act of 1974, which enacted chapters 17, 17A, and 17B, 

and section 190a–3 of this title and sections 11a, 11c, 11d, 

1020a of former Title 31, amended sections 11, 665, 701, 

1020, 1151, 1152, 1153, and 1154 of former Title 31, section 

105 of Title 1, General Provisions, sections 190b and 190d 

of this title, repealed sections 571 and 581c–1 of former 

Title 31 and sections 66 and 81 of this title, and enacted 

provisions set out as notes under sections 190a–1, 621, 

632, and 682 of this title, section 105 of Title 1, and sec-

tion 1020 of former Title 31. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 

under section 621 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1400 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective July 12, 1974, see section 905(a) of 

Pub. L. 93–344, formerly set out as a note under section 

621 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 1, Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1200, which 

provided that Pub. L. 104–130 (enacting former sub-

chapter III (§ 691 et seq.) of this chapter and provisions 

set out as a note under section 691 of this title and 

amending provisions set out as notes under section 621 

of this title) could be cited as the ‘‘Line Item Veto 

Act’’, was omitted pursuant to section 5 of Pub. L. 

104–130, set out as an Effective and Termination Dates 

note under section 691 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of title X of Pub. L. 93–344, which en-

acted this chapter, as the ‘‘Impoundment Control Act 

of 1974’’, see section 1(a) of Pub. L. 93–344, as amended, 

set out as a note under section 621 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER II—CONGRESSIONAL CONSID-
ERATION OF PROPOSED RESCISSIONS, 
RESERVATIONS, AND DEFERRALS OF 
BUDGET AUTHORITY 

§ 682. Definitions 

For purposes of sections 682 to 688 of this 
title—

(1) ‘‘deferral of budget authority’’ includes—
(A) withholding or delaying the obligation 

or expenditure of budget authority (whether 
by establishing reserves or otherwise) pro-
vided for projects or activities; or 

(B) any other type of Executive action or 
inaction which effectively precludes the ob-
ligation or expenditure of budget authority, 
including authority to obligate by contract 
in advance of appropriations as specifically 
authorized by law;

(2) ‘‘Comptroller General’’ means the Comp-
troller General of the United States; 

(3) ‘‘rescission bill’’ means a bill or joint res-
olution which only rescinds, in whole or in 
part, budget authority proposed to be re-
scinded in a special message transmitted by 
the President under section 683 of this title, 
and upon which the Congress completes action 
before the end of the first period of 45 calendar 
days of continuous session of the Congress 
after the date on which the President’s mes-
sage is received by the Congress; 

(4) ‘‘impoundment resolution’’ means a reso-
lution of the House of Representatives or the 
Senate which only expresses its disapproval of 
a proposed deferral of budget authority set 
forth in a special message transmitted by the 
President under section 684 of this title; and 

(5) continuity of a session of the Congress 
shall be considered as broken only by an ad-
journment of the Congress sine die, and the 
days on which either House is not in session 
because of an adjournment of more than 3 days 
to a day certain shall be excluded in the com-
putation of the 45-day period referred to in 
paragraph (3) of this section and in section 683 
of this title, and the 25-day periods referred to 
in sections 687 and 688(b)(1) of this title. If a 
special message is transmitted under section 
683 of this title during any Congress and the 
last session of such Congress adjourns sine die 
before the expiration of 45 calendar days of 
continuous session (or a special message is so 
transmitted after the last session of the Con-
gress adjourns sine die), the message shall be 
deemed to have been retransmitted on the 
first day of the succeeding Congress and the 
45-day period referred to in paragraph (3) of 
this section and in section 683 of this title 
(with respect to such message) shall com-
mence on the day after such first day. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1011, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 333.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1401 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877. 

§ 683. Rescission of budget authority 

(a) Transmittal of special message 

Whenever the President determines that all or 
part of any budget authority will not be re-
quired to carry out the full objectives or scope 
of programs for which it is provided or that such 
budget authority should be rescinded for fiscal 
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policy or other reasons (including the termi-
nation of authorized projects or activities for 
which budget authority has been provided), or 
whenever all or part of budget authority pro-
vided for only one fiscal year is to be reserved 
from obligation for such fiscal year, the Presi-
dent shall transmit to both Houses of Congress 
a special message specifying—

(1) the amount of budget authority which he 
proposes to be rescinded or which is to be so 
reserved; 

(2) any account, department, or establish-
ment of the Government to which such budget 
authority is available for obligation, and the 
specific project or governmental functions in-
volved; 

(3) the reasons why the budget authority 
should be rescinded or is to be so reserved; 

(4) to the maximum extent practicable, the 
estimated fiscal, economic, and budgetary ef-
fect of the proposed rescission or of the res-
ervation; and 

(5) all facts, circumstances, and consider-
ations relating to or bearing upon the pro-
posed rescission or the reservation and the de-
cision to effect the proposed rescission or the 
reservation, and to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the estimated effect of the proposed 
rescission or the reservation upon the objects, 
purposes, and programs for which the budget 
authority is provided. 

(b) Requirement to make available for obligation 

Any amount of budget authority proposed to 
be rescinded or that is to be reserved as set forth 
in such special message shall be made available 
for obligation unless, within the prescribed 45-
day period, the Congress has completed action 
on a rescission bill rescinding all or part of the 
amount proposed to be rescinded or that is to be 
reserved. Funds made available for obligation 
under this procedure may not be proposed for re-
scission again. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1012, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 333; Pub. L. 100–119, title II, § 207, Sept. 29, 
1987, 101 Stat. 786.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1402 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877. 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–119 inserted at end 

‘‘Funds made available for obligation under this proce-

dure may not be proposed for rescission again.’’

§ 684. Proposed deferrals of budget authority 

(a) Transmittal of special message 

Whenever the President, the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, the head of 
any department or agency of the United States, 
or any officer or employee of the United States 
proposes to defer any budget authority provided 
for a specific purpose or project, the President 
shall transmit to the House of Representatives 
and the Senate a special message specifying—

(1) the amount of the budget authority pro-
posed to be deferred; 

(2) any account, department, or establish-
ment of the Government to which such budget 
authority is available for obligation, and the 
specific projects or governmental functions in-
volved; 

(3) the period of time during which the budg-
et authority is proposed to be deferred; 

(4) the reasons for the proposed deferral, in-
cluding any legal authority invoked to justify 
the proposed deferral; 

(5) to the maximum extent practicable, the 
estimated fiscal, economic, and budgetary ef-
fect of the proposed deferral; and 

(6) all facts, circumstances, and consider-
ations relating to or bearing upon the pro-
posed deferral and the decision to effect the 
proposed deferral, including an analysis of 
such facts, circumstances, and considerations 
in terms of their application to any legal au-
thority, including specific elements of legal 
authority, invoked to justify such proposed 
deferral, and to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the estimated effect of the proposed 
deferral upon the objects, purposes, and pro-
grams for which the budget authority is pro-
vided.

A special message may include one or more pro-
posed deferrals of budget authority. A deferral 
may not be proposed for any period of time ex-
tending beyond the end of the fiscal year in 
which the special message proposing the deferral 
is transmitted to the House and the Senate. 

(b) Consistency with legislative policy 

Deferrals shall be permissible only—
(1) to provide for contingencies; 
(2) to achieve savings made possible by or 

through changes in requirements or greater ef-
ficiency of operations; or 

(3) as specifically provided by law.

No officer or employee of the United States may 
defer any budget authority for any other pur-
pose. 

(c) Exception 

The provisions of this section do not apply to 
any budget authority proposed to be rescinded 
or that is to be reserved as set forth in a special 
message required to be transmitted under sec-
tion 683 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1013, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 334; Pub. L. 100–119, title II, § 206(a), Sept. 
29, 1987, 101 Stat. 785.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1403 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877. 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–119 amended section generally, sub-

stituting substantially similar provisions in subsecs. 

(a) and (c) and substituting subsec. (b) for former sub-

sec. (b) which read as follows: ‘‘Any amount of budget 

authority proposed to be deferred, as set forth in a spe-

cial message transmitted under subsection (a) of this 

section, shall be made available for obligation if either 

House of Congress passes an impoundment resolution 

disapproving such proposed deferral.’’
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§ 685. Transmission of messages; publication 

(a) Delivery to House and Senate 

Each special message transmitted under sec-
tion 683 or 684 of this title shall be transmitted 
to the House of Representatives and the Senate 
on the same day, and shall be delivered to the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives if the 
House is not in session, and to the Secretary of 
the Senate if the Senate is not in session. Each 
special message so transmitted shall be referred 
to the appropriate committee of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. Each such mes-
sage shall be printed as a document of each 
House. 

(b) Delivery to Comptroller General 

A copy of each special message transmitted 
under section 683 or 684 of this title, shall be 
transmitted to the Comptroller General on the 
same day it is transmitted to the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate. In order to assist 
the Congress in the exercise of its functions 
under section 683 or 684 of this title, the Comp-
troller General shall review each such message 
and inform the House of Representatives and the 
Senate as promptly as practicable with respect 
to—

(1) in the case of a special message trans-
mitted under section 683 of this title, the facts 
surrounding the proposed rescission or the res-
ervation of budget authority (including the 
probable effects thereof); and 

(2) in the case of a special message trans-
mitted under section 684 of this title, (A) the 
facts surrounding each proposed deferral of 
budget authority (including the probable ef-
fects thereof) and (B) whether or not (or to 
what extent), in his judgment, such proposed 
deferral is in accordance with existing statu-
tory authority. 

(c) Transmission of supplementary messages 

If any information contained in a special mes-
sage transmitted under section 683 or 684 of this 
title is subsequently revised, the President shall 
transmit to both Houses of Congress and the 
Comptroller General a supplementary message 
stating and explaining such revision. Any such 
supplementary message shall be delivered, re-
ferred, and printed as provided in subsection (a). 
The Comptroller General shall promptly notify 
the House of Representatives and the Senate of 
any changes in the information submitted by 
him under subsection (b) which may be neces-
sitated by such revision. 

(d) Printing in Federal Register 

Any special message transmitted under sec-
tion 683 or 684 of this title, and any supple-
mentary message transmitted under subsection 
(c), shall be printed in the first issue of the Fed-
eral Register published after such transmittal. 

(e) Cumulative reports of proposed rescissions, 
reservations, and deferrals of budget author-
ity 

(1) The President shall submit a report to the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, not 
later than the 10th day of each month during a 
fiscal year, listing all budget authority for that 
fiscal year with respect to which, as of the first 
day of such month—

(A) he has transmitted a special message 
under section 683 of this title with respect to 
a proposed rescission or a reservation; and 

(B) he has transmitted a special message 
under section 684 of this title proposing a de-
ferral.

Such report shall also contain, with respect to 
each such proposed rescission or deferral, or 
each such reservation, the information required 
to be submitted in the special message with re-
spect thereto under section 683 or 684 of this 
title. 

(2) Each report submitted under paragraph (1) 
shall be printed in the first issue of the Federal 
Register published after its submission. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1014, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 335.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1404 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877.

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 11845. DELEGATION OF CERTAIN REPORTING 

FUNCTIONS TO DIRECTOR OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 

AND BUDGET 

Ex. Ord. No. 11845, Mar. 24, 1975, 40 F.R. 13299, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12608, Sept. 9, 1987, 52 F.R. 

34617, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Im-

poundment Control Act of 1974 (Public Law 93–344; 88 

Stat. 332, (2 U.S.C. 681 et seq.), hereinafter referred to 

as the Act) [subchapters I and II of this chapter], and 

section 301 of title 3 of the United States Code, the Di-

rector of the Office of Management and Budget is here-

by designated and empowered to exercise, as of October 

1, 1974 without ratification or other action of the Presi-

dent (1) the functions required by sections 1014(b) and 

1014(d) of the Act [subsecs. (b) and (d) of this section] 

of transmitting to the Comptroller General of the 

United States and to the Office of the Federal Register 

copies of special messages transmitted pursuant to sec-

tion 1012 or 1013 (2 U.S.C. 683 and 684) of the Act; and (2) 

the function conferred upon the President by section 

1014(e) of the Act (2 U.S.C. 685(e)) of submitting to the 

Congress cumulative reports of proposed rescissions, 

reservations, and deferrals of budget authority. 

§ 686. Reports by Comptroller General 

(a) Failure to transmit special message 

If the Comptroller General finds that the 
President, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the head of any department or 
agency of the United States, or any other officer 
or employee of the United States—

(1) is to establish a reserve or proposes to 
defer budget authority with respect to which 
the President is required to transmit a special 
message under section 683 or 684 of this title; 
or 

(2) has ordered, permitted, or approved the 
establishment of such a reserve or a deferral of 
budget authority;

and that the President has failed to transmit a 
special message with respect to such reserve or 
deferral, the Comptroller General shall make a 
report on such reserve or deferral and any avail-
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able information concerning it to both Houses of 
Congress. The provisions of sections 682 to 688 of 
this title shall apply with respect to such re-
serve or deferral in the same manner and with 
the same effect as if such report of the Comp-
troller General were a special message trans-
mitted by the President under section 683 or 684 
of this title, and, for purposes of sections 682 to 
688 of this title, such report shall be considered 
a special message transmitted under section 683 
or 684 of this title. 

(b) Incorrect classification of special message 

If the President has transmitted a special mes-
sage to both Houses of Congress in accordance 
with section 683 or 684 of this title, and the 
Comptroller General believes that the President 
so transmitted the special message in accord-
ance with one of those sections when the special 
message should have been transmitted in ac-
cordance with the other of those sections, the 
Comptroller General shall make a report to both 
Houses of the Congress setting forth his reasons. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1015, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 336.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1405 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

REAFFIRMATION 

Pub. L. 100–119, title II, § 206(c), Sept. 29, 1987, 101 

Stat. 786, provided that: ‘‘Sections 1015 and 1016 of the 

Impoundment Control Act of 1974 [2 U.S.C. 686, 687] are 

reaffirmed.’’

§ 687. Suits by Comptroller General 

If, under this chapter, budget authority is re-
quired to be made available for obligation and 
such budget authority is not made available for 
obligation, the Comptroller General is hereby 
expressly empowered, through attorneys of his 
own selection, to bring a civil action in the 
United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia to require such budget authority to be 
made available for obligation, and such court is 
hereby expressly empowered to enter in such 
civil action, against any department, agency, of-
ficer, or employee of the United States, any de-
cree, judgment, or order which may be necessary 
or appropriate to make such budget authority 
available for obligation. No civil action shall be 
brought by the Comptroller General under this 
section until the expiration of 25 calendar days 
of continuous session of the Congress following 
the date on which an explanatory statement by 
the Comptroller General of the circumstances 
giving rise to the action contemplated has been 
filed with the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the President of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1016, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 336; Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, § 402(35), Nov. 
8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3360; Pub. L. 100–119, title II, 
§ 206(b), Sept. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 786.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1406 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877. 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–119 substituted ‘‘If, under this chap-

ter’’ for ‘‘If, under section 683(b) or 684(b) of this title’’. 
1984—Pub. L. 98–620 struck out provision requiring 

that the courts give precedence to civil actions brought 

under this section, and to appeals and writs from deci-

sions in such actions, over all other civil actions, ap-

peals, and writs.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–620 not applicable to cases 

pending on Nov. 8, 1984, see section 403 of Pub. L. 98–620, 

set out as an Effective Date note under section 1657 of 

Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

REAFFIRMATION 

For provision reaffirming this section, see section 

206(c) of Pub. L. 100–119, set out as a note under section 

686 of this title. 

§ 688. Procedure in House of Representatives and 
Senate 

(a) Referral 

Any rescission bill introduced with respect to 
a special message or impoundment resolution 
introduced with respect to a proposed deferral of 
budget authority shall be referred to the appro-
priate committee of the House of Representa-
tives or the Senate, as the case may be. 

(b) Discharge of committee 

(1) If the committee to which a rescission bill 
or impoundment resolution has been referred 
has not reported it at the end of 25 calendar days 
of continuous session of the Congress after its 
introduction, it is in order to move either to dis-
charge the committee from further consider-
ation of the bill or resolution or to discharge the 
committee from further consideration of any 
other rescission bill with respect to the same 
special message or impoundment resolution 
with respect to the same proposed deferral, as 
the case may be, which has been referred to the 
committee. 

(2) A motion to discharge may be made only 
by an individual favoring the bill or resolution, 
may be made only if supported by one-fifth of 
the Members of the House involved (a quorum 
being present), and is highly privileged in the 
House and privileged in the Senate (except that 
it may not be made after the committee has re-
ported a bill or resolution with respect to the 
same special message or the same proposed de-
ferral, as the case may be); and debate thereon 
shall be limited to not more than 1 hour, the 
time to be divided in the House equally between 
those favoring and those opposing the bill or 
resolution, and to be divided in the Senate 
equally between, and controlled by, the major-
ity leader and the minority leader or their des-
ignees. An amendment to the motion is not in 
order, and it is not in order to move to recon-
sider the vote by which the motion is agreed to 
or disagreed to. 
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(c) Floor consideration in House 

(1) When the committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives has reported, or has been dis-
charged from further consideration of, a rescis-
sion bill or impoundment resolution, it shall at 
any time thereafter be in order (even though a 
previous motion to the same effect has been dis-
agreed to) to move to proceed to the consider-
ation of the bill or resolution. The motion shall 
be highly privileged and not debatable. An 
amendment to the motion shall not be in order, 
nor shall it be in order to move to reconsider the 
vote by which the motion is agreed to or dis-
agreed to. 

(2) Debate on a rescission bill or impoundment 
resolution shall be limited to not more than 2 
hours, which shall be divided equally between 
those favoring and those opposing the bill or 
resolution. A motion further to limit debate 
shall not be debatable. In the case of an im-
poundment resolution, no amendment to, or mo-
tion to recommit, the resolution shall be in 
order. It shall not be in order to move to recon-
sider the vote by which a rescission bill or im-
poundment resolution is agreed to or disagreed 
to. 

(3) Motions to postpone, made with respect to 
the consideration of a rescission bill or im-
poundment resolution, and motions to proceed 
to the consideration of other business, shall be 
decided without debate. 

(4) All appeals from the decisions of the Chair 
relating to the application of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives to the procedure relat-
ing to any rescission bill or impoundment reso-
lution shall be decided without debate. 

(5) Except to the extent specifically provided 
in the preceding provisions of this subsection, 
consideration of any rescission bill or impound-
ment resolution and amendments thereto (or 
any conference report thereon) shall be governed 
by the Rules of the House of Representatives ap-
plicable to other bills and resolutions, amend-
ments, and conference reports in similar cir-
cumstances. 

(d) Floor consideration in Senate 

(1) Debate in the Senate on any rescission bill 
or impoundment resolution, and all amendments 
thereto (in the case of a rescission bill) and de-
batable motions and appeals in connection 
therewith, shall be limited to not more than 10 
hours. The time shall be equally divided be-
tween, and controlled by, the majority leader 
and the minority leader or their designees. 

(2) Debate in the Senate on any amendment to 
a rescission bill shall be limited to 2 hours, to be 
equally divided between, and controlled by, the 
mover and the manager of the bill. Debate on 
any amendment to an amendment, to such a 
bill, and debate on any debatable motion or ap-
peal in connection with such a bill or an im-
poundment resolution shall be limited to 1 hour, 
to be equally divided between, and controlled 
by, the mover and the manager of the bill or res-
olution, except that in the event the manager of 
the bill or resolution is in favor of any such 
amendment, motion, or appeal, the time in op-
position thereto, shall be controlled by the mi-
nority leader or his designee. No amendment 
that is not germane to the provisions of a rescis-

sion bill shall be received. Such leaders, or ei-
ther of them, may, from the time under their 
control on the passage of a rescission bill or im-
poundment resolution, allot additional time to 
any Senator during the consideration of any 
amendment, debatable motion, or appeal. 

(3) A motion to further limit debate is not de-
batable. In the case of a rescission bill, a motion 
to recommit (except a motion to recommit with 
instructions to report back within a specified 
number of days, not to exceed 3, not counting 
any day on which the Senate is not in session) 
is not in order. Debate on any such motion to re-
commit shall be limited to one hour, to be 
equally divided between, and controlled by, the 
mover and the manager of the concurrent reso-
lution. In the case of an impoundment resolu-
tion, no amendment or motion to recommit is in 
order. 

(4) The conference report on any rescission bill 
shall be in order in the Senate at any time after 
the third day (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 
and legal holidays) following the day on which 
such a conference report is reported and is avail-
able to Members of the Senate. A motion to pro-
ceed to the consideration of the conference re-
port may be made even though a previous mo-
tion to the same effect has been disagreed to. 

(5) During the consideration in the Senate of 
the conference report on any rescission bill, de-
bate shall be limited to 2 hours to be equally di-
vided between, and controlled by, the majority 
leader and minority leader or their designees. 
Debate on any debatable motion or appeal re-
lated to the conference report shall be limited to 
30 minutes, to be equally divided between, and 
controlled by, the mover and the manager of the 
conference report. 

(6) Should the conference report be defeated, 
debate on any request for a new conference and 
the appointment of conferees shall be limited to 
one hour, to be equally divided between, and 
controlled by, the manager of the conference re-
port and the minority leader or his designee, 
and should any motion be made to instruct the 
conferees before the conferees are named, debate 
on such motion shall be limited to 30 minutes, 
to be equally divided between, and controlled 
by, the mover and the manager of the con-
ference report. Debate on any amendment to 
any such instructions shall be limited to 20 min-
utes, to be equally divided between, and con-
trolled by, the mover and the manager of the 
conference report. In all cases when the man-
ager of the conference report is in favor of any 
motion, appeal, or amendment, the time in op-
position shall be under the control of the minor-
ity leader or his designee. 

(7) In any case in which there are amendments 
in disagreement, time on each amendment shall 
be limited to 30 minutes, to be equally divided 
between, and controlled by, the manager of the 
conference report and the minority leader or his 
designee. No amendment that is not germane to 
the provisions of such amendments shall be re-
ceived. 

(Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1017, July 12, 1974, 88 
Stat. 337.)
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Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1407 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877.

SUBCHAPTER III—LINE ITEM VETO 

§§ 691 to 692. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Sections were omitted pursuant to section 5 of Pub. 

L. 104–130, set out as an Effective and Termination 

Dates note below. 

Section 691, Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1021, as added 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 2(a), Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1200, pro-

vided line item veto authority. 

Section 691a, Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1022, as added 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 2(a), Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1201; amend-

ed Pub. L. 105–33, title X, § 10121(a), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 

Stat. 696, required special messages to Congress of can-

cellations made. 

Section 691b, Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1023, as added 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 2(a), Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1202, pro-

vided that cancellations were to be effective unless dis-

approved. 

Section 691c, Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1024, as added 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 2(a), Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1202; amend-

ed Pub. L. 105–33, title X, § 10121(b), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 

Stat. 696, related to deficit reduction. 

Section 691d, Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1025, as added 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 2(a), Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1203, related 

to expedited congressional consideration of disapproval 

bills. 

Section 691e, Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1026, as added 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 2(a), Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1207; amend-

ed Pub. L. 105–33, title X, § 10122, Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 

697, defined terms used in this subchapter. 

Section 691f, Pub. L. 93–344, title X, § 1027, as added 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 2(a), Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1210, related 

to identification of limited tax benefits. 

Section 692, Pub. L. 104–130, § 3, Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 

1211, provided for judicial review.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CONSTITUTIONALITY 

For information regarding the constitutionality of 

part C of title X of Pub. L. 93–344, as added by section 

2(a) of Pub. L. 104–130, which was classified generally to 

this subchapter (sections 691 et seq. of this title), see 

the Table of Laws Held Unconstitutional in Whole or in 

Part by the Supreme Court on the Constitution Anno-

tated website, constitution.congress.gov. 

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES 

Pub. L. 104–130, § 5, Apr. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 1212, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this subchapter and provi-

sions set out as a note under section 681 of this title 

and amending provisions set out as notes under section 

621 of this title] and the amendments made by it shall 

take effect and apply to measures enacted on the ear-

lier of—

‘‘(1) the day after the enactment into law, pursuant 

to Article I, section 7, of the Constitution of the 

United States, of an Act entitled ‘An Act to provide 

for a seven-year plan for deficit reduction and 

achieve a balanced Federal budget.’; or 

‘‘(2) January 1, 1997; 

and shall have no force or effect on or after January 1, 

2005.’’

CHAPTER 18—LEGISLATIVE PERSONNEL 
FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS 

§§ 701 to 709. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 701 to 709, comprising title I of the Ethics in 

Government Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95–521, was amended 

generally by Pub. L. 101–194, title II, § 202, Nov. 30, 1989, 

103 Stat. 1724, effective Jan. 1, 1991, and was transferred 

to section 101 et seq. of the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees. 

Section 701, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 101, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1824; Pub. L. 96–19, §§ 2(a)(1), (b), (c)(1), 4(b)(1), 

(d)–(f), 5, June 13, 1979, 93 Stat. 37, 38, 40, related to leg-

islative personnel financial disclosure. 

Section 702, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 102, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1825; Pub. L. 96–19, §§ 3(a)(1), (b), 6(a), 7(a)–(d)(1), 

(f), 9(b), (c)(1), (j), June 13, 1979, 93 Stat. 39–43; Pub. L. 

97–51, § 130(b), Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 966; Pub. L. 98–150, 

§ 10, Nov. 11, 1983, 97 Stat. 962, related to contents of re-

ports. 

Section 703, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 103, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1831; Pub. L. 96–19, §§ 4(b)(2), 9(a), June 13, 1979, 

93 Stat. 40, 42, related to filing of reports. 

Section 704, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 104, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1832; Pub. L. 96–19, § 8(a), June 13, 1979, 93 Stat. 

41, related to accessibility of reports. 

Section 705, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 105, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1833, related to review and compliance proce-

dures. 

Section 706, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 106, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1833, related to failure to file or filing false re-

ports. 

Section 707, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 107, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1834; Pub. L. 96–19, § 9(d), (g), June 13, 1979, 93 

Stat. 42, 43; Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 

2095, related to definitions. 

Section 708, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 108, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1835; Pub. L. 96–19, § 9(t), June 13, 1979, 93 Stat. 

44, related to State laws affected. 

Section 709, Pub. L. 95–521, title I, § 109, Oct. 26, 1978, 

92 Stat. 1836, related to study by Comptroller General.

CHAPTER 19—CONGRESSIONAL AWARD 
PROGRAM 

SUBCHAPTER I—CONGRESSIONAL AWARD 

PROGRAM 

Sec. 

801. Establishment, etc., of Congressional Award 

Board. 

802. Program. 

803. Board organization. 

804. Administration. 

805. Regional award directors of program; ap-

pointment criteria. 

806. Powers, functions, and limitations. 

807. Audits. 

808. Termination. 

SUBCHAPTER II—CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 

FOR EXCELLENCE IN ARTS EDUCATION 

811 to 817c. Omitted.

SUBCHAPTER I—CONGRESSIONAL AWARD 
PROGRAM 

§ 801. Establishment, etc., of Congressional 
Award Board 

There is established a board to be known as 
the Congressional Award Board (hereinafter in 
this subchapter referred to as the ‘‘Board’’), 
which shall be responsible for administering the 
Congressional Award Program described under 
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