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(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 560; Pub. L. 
101–380, title IV, § 4108(b), Aug. 18, 1990, 104 Stat. 
515.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

9308 .............................................. 46:216e(a)–(c) 

Section 9308 prescribes the penalties for violations of 

sections 9302 and 9303.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 101–380 substituted 

‘‘no more than $10,000’’ for ‘‘$500’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–380 applicable to incidents 

occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L. 

101–380, set out as an Effective Date note under section 

2701 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters.

PART G—MERCHANT SEAMEN PROTECTION AND 
RELIEF 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Part G provides for a number of measures for the pro-

tection and relief of merchant seamen by requiring cer-

tain contractual obligations between the master who 

represents the vessel owner’s interest and the seamen 

who are engaged or employed on board a vessel, by re-

quiring certain proceedings when a seaman dies or a 

vessel is suspected of being unseaworthy, by requiring 

certain standards for accommodations, medicine, cloth-

ing, miscellaneous merchandise, and for the handling of 

special and unique problems of seamen. It also provides 

for a method of imposing disciplinary controls through 

the logging of offenses and provides penalties for speci-

fied offenses, and certain related disciplinary proce-

dures. The provisions of this part generally do not 

apply to fishing vessels, whaling vessels, or yachts.

CHAPTER 101—GENERAL 

Sec. 

10101. Definitions. 

[10102. Repealed.] 

10103. Reports. 

10104. Requirement to report sexual offenses.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206, title IV, § 422(c)(2), Dec. 20, 1993, 

107 Stat. 2439, struck out item 10102 ‘‘Designations and 

duties of shipping commissioners’’. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–225, title II, § 214(b), Dec. 12, 1989, 103 

Stat. 1914, substituted ‘‘Requirement to report sexual 

offenses’’ for ‘‘Regulations’’ in item 10104. 

§ 10101. Definitions 

In this part—
(1) ‘‘master’’ means the individual having 

command of a vessel. 
(2) ‘‘owner’’ means the person to whom the 

vessel belongs. 
(3) ‘‘seaman’’ means an individual (except 

scientific personnel, a sailing school instruc-
tor, or a sailing school student) engaged or 
employed in any capacity on board a vessel. 

(4) ‘‘fishing vessel’’ includes—
(A) a fish tender vessel; or 

(B) a fish processing vessel entered into 
service before January 1, 1988, and not more 
than 1,600 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate ton-
nage measured under section 14302 of this 
title as prescribed by the Secretary under 
section 14104 of this title or entered into 
service after December 31, 1987, and having 
not more than 16 individuals on board pri-
marily employed in the preparation of fish 
or fish products. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 560; Pub. L. 
98–364, title IV, § 402(13), July 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 
449; Pub. L. 98–557, § 33(d), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2876; Pub. L. 99–640, § 10(b)(3), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3550; Pub. L. 104–324, title VII, § 736, Oct. 19, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3941.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10101 ............................................ 46:713

Section 10101 defines the terms master, seaman, and 

owner as they apply to merchant seamen’s protection 

and relief.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Par. (4)(B). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted ‘‘as meas-

ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate 

tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as 

prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this 

title’’ after ‘‘1,600 gross tons’’. 
1986—Pars. (1), (3). Pub. L. 99–640 struck out ‘‘owned 

by a citizen of the United States’’ after ‘‘vessel’’. 
1984—Par. (4). Pub. L. 98–364, as amended Pub. L. 

98–557, added par. (4). 

[§ 10102. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–206, title IV, 
§ 422(c)(1), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2439] 

Section, Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 560, re-

lated to designations and duties of shipping commis-

sioners. 

§ 10103. Reports 

(a) A master of a vessel to which section 
8701(a) of this title applies, who engages or dis-
charges a seaman, shall submit reports to the 
vessel owner in the form, content, and manner 
of filing as prescribed by regulation, to ensure 
compliance with laws related to manning and 
the engagement and discharge of seamen. 

(b) This section does not apply to a ferry or 
towing vessel operated in connection with a 
ferry operation, employed only in trades other 
than with foreign ports, lakes, bays, sounds, 
bayous, canals, or harbors. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 560; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 417, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2438.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10103 ............................................ 46:643(l) 

Section 10103 requires that masters who engage or 

discharge seamen submit to the Coast Guard reports of 

the manning of the vessel, and reports of shipping 

agreements which are not supervised by a shipping 

commissioner. It also contains a number of exceptions 

for specified vessels.
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–206 struck out ‘‘without 

a shipping commissioner being present’’ after ‘‘dis-

charges a seaman’’ and inserted ‘‘to the vessel owner’’ 

after ‘‘shall submit reports’’. 

§ 10104. Requirement to report sexual offenses 

(a) A master or other individual in charge of a 
documented vessel shall report to the Secretary 
a complaint of a sexual offense prohibited under 
chapter 109A of title 18, United States Code. 

(b) A master or other individual in charge of a 
documented vessel who knowingly fails to re-
port in compliance with this section is liable to 
the United States Government for a civil pen-
alty of not more than $5,000. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–225, title II, § 214(a)(2), Dec. 
12, 1989, 103 Stat. 1914.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 10104, Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 

Stat. 561, related to regulations, prior to repeal by Pub. 

L. 101–225, § 214(a)(1).

CHAPTER 103—FOREIGN AND 
INTERCOASTAL VOYAGES 

Sec. 

10301. Application. 

10302. Shipping articles agreements. 

10303. Provisions. 

10304. Form of agreement. 

10305. Manner of signing agreement. 

10306. Exhibiting merchant mariners’ documents. 

10307. Posting agreements. 

10308. Foreign engagements. 

10309. Engaging seamen to replace those lost by de-

sertion or casualty. 

10310. Discharge. 

10311. Certificates of discharge. 

10312. Settlements on discharge. 

10313. Wages. 

10314. Advances. 

10315. Allotments. 

10316. Trusts. 

10317. Loss of lien and right to wages. 

10318. Wages on discharge in foreign ports. 

10319. Costs of a criminal conviction. 

10320. Records of seamen. 

10321. General penalty. 

§ 10301. Application 

(a) Except as otherwise specifically provided, 
this chapter applies to a vessel of the United 
States—

(1) on a voyage between a port in the United 
States and a port in a foreign country (except 
a port in Canada, Mexico, or the West Indies); 
or 

(2) of at least 75 gross tons as measured 
under section 14502 of this title, or an alter-
nate tonnage measured under section 14302 of 
this title as prescribed by the Secretary under 
section 14104 of this title on a voyage between 
a port of the United States on the Atlantic 
Ocean and a port of the United States on the 
Pacific Ocean.

(b) This chapter does not apply to a vessel on 
which the seamen are entitled by custom or 

agreement to share in the profit or result of a 
voyage or to riding gang members. 

(c) Unless otherwise provided, this chapter 
does not apply to a foreign vessel. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 561; Pub. L. 
104–324, title VII, § 737, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3941; Pub. L. 109–241, title III, § 312(c)(2), July 11, 
2006, 120 Stat. 533.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10301 ............................................ 46:564
46:566
46:574

Section 10301 specifies that vessels on foreign and 

intercoastal voyages (except for fishing vessels and for-

eign vessels) are subject to the seamen protection and 

relief provisions contained in chapter 103.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–241 inserted ‘‘or to 

riding gang members’’ after ‘‘voyage’’. 
1996—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted ‘‘as meas-

ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate 

tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as 

prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this 

title’’ after ‘‘75 gross tons’’. 

§ 10302. Shipping articles agreements 

(a) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
master, or individual in charge shall make a 
shipping agreement in writing with each seaman 
before the seaman commences employment. 

(b) The agreement shall contain the following: 
(1) the nature, and, as far as practicable, the 

duration of the intended voyage, and the port 
or country in which the voyage is to end. 

(2) the number and description of the crew 
and the capacity in which each seaman is to 
be engaged. 

(3) the time at which each seaman is to be on 
board to begin work. 

(4) the amount of wages each seaman is to 
receive. 

(5) regulations about conduct on board, and 
information on fines, short allowance of provi-
sions, and other punishment for misconduct 
provided by law. 

(6) a scale of the provisions that are to be 
provided each seaman. 

(7) any stipulation in reference to advances 
and allotments of wages. 

(8) other matters not contrary to law.

(c) Each shipping agreement must be signed by 
the master or individual in charge or a rep-
resentative of the owner, charterer, or managing 
operator, and by each seaman employed. 

(d) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
master, or individual in charge shall maintain 
the shipping agreement and make the shipping 
agreement available to the seaman. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 561; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 401, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2435.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10302 ............................................ 46:564
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Section 10302 requires the master to make a shipping 

agreement with each crew member and lists the infor-

mation that must be included in the agreement.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–206, § 401(1), amended 

subsec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) 

read as follows: ‘‘Before proceeding on a voyage, the 

master of a vessel to which this chapter applies shall 

make a shipping articles agreement in writing with 

each seaman in the crew.’’

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 103–206, § 401(2), added sub-

secs. (c) and (d). 

§ 10303. Provisions 

(a) A seaman shall be served at least 3 meals 
a day that total at least 3,100 calories, including 
adequate water and adequate protein, vitamins, 
and minerals in accordance with the United 
States Recommended Daily Allowances. 

(b) The text of subsection (a) of this section 
shall be included in the agreement required by 
section 10302 of this title. A copy of the text also 
shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the gal-
ley and forecastle of each vessel. 

(c) This section does not apply to a fishing or 
whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 562.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10303 ............................................ 46:713

Section 10303 requires that seamen be served ade-

quate food and water and that the text of this require-

ment be posted in the galley. The provisions do not 

apply to fishing vessels, whaling vessels, or yachts. 

§ 10304. Form of agreement 

The form of the agreement required by section 
10302 of this title shall be in substance as fol-
lows: 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

(Date and place of first signature of agree-
ment): 

It is agreed between the master and seamen of 
the , of which is at present 
master, or whoever shall go for master, now 
bound from the port of to 

(here the voyage is to be described, and 
the places named at which the vessel is to 
touch, or if that cannot be done, the general na-
ture and probable length of the voyage is to be 
stated). 

The seamen agree to conduct themselves in an 
orderly, faithful, honest, and sober manner, and 
to be at all times diligent in their respective du-
ties, and to be obedient to the lawful commands 
of the master, or of an individual who lawfully 
succeeds the master, and of their superior offi-
cers in everything related to the vessel, and the 
stores and cargo of the vessel, whether on board, 
in boats, or on shore. In consideration of this 
service by the seamen to be performed, the mas-
ter agrees to pay the crew, as wages, the 
amounts beside their names respectively ex-
pressed, and to supply them with provisions ac-
cording to the annexed scale. 

It is agreed that any embezzlement, or willful 
or negligent destruction of any part of the ves-
sel’s cargo or stores, shall be made good to the 
owner out of the wages of the person guilty of 
the embezzlement or destruction. 

If an individual holds himself or herself out as 
qualified for a duty which the individual proves 
incompetent to perform, the individual’s wages 
shall be reduced in proportion to the incom-
petency. 

It also is agreed that if a seaman considers 
himself or herself to be aggrieved by any breach 
of this agreement or otherwise, the seaman shall 
present the complaint to the master or officer in 
charge of the vessel, in a quiet and orderly man-
ner, who shall take steps that the case requires. 

It also is agreed that (here any other stipula-
tions may be inserted to which the parties 
agree, and that are not contrary to law). 

In witness whereof, the parties have sub-
scribed their names to this agreement, on the 
dates beside their respective signatures. 

Signed by , master, on the 
day of , nineteen hundred 

and .

Signature of seaman Time of service: 
Birthplace Months 
Age Days 
Height: Hospital money 

Feet Whole wages 
Inches Wages due 

Description: Place and time of entry 
Complexion Time at which seaman is to 
Hair be on board 

Wages each month In what capacity 
Wages each voyage Allotment payable to 
Advance wages Conduct qualifications 
Amount of monthly 

allotment

NOTE.—In the place for signature and descriptions of individ-

uals engaged after the first departure of the vessel, the entries 

are to be made as above, except that the signature of the consul 

or vice consul, customs officer, or witness before whom the indi-

vidual is engaged, is to be entered. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 562; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 402, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10304 ............................................ 46:713

Section 10304 provides the form of the shipping arti-

cles of agreement. While the exact format need not be 

followed, the form that is used must contain all the 

pertinent elements.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 struck out ‘‘Shipping commis-

sioner’s signature or initials’’ immediately below ‘‘In 

what capacity’’ in the form. 

§ 10305. Manner of signing agreement 

The agreement required by section 10302 of 
this title shall be signed—

(1) first by the master and dated at that 
time, after which each seaman shall sign; and 

(2) in the presence of the master or indi-
vidual in charge. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 563; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 403, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10305 ............................................ 46:565

Section 10305 describes the procedures for signing the 

shipping agreement, and for keeping official records of 

the agreement. It also requires that the agreement in-

clude a statement that the seaman understand its pro-

visions, and did so while sober.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 struck out ‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘The 

agreement’’, substituted ‘‘the master or individual in 

charge’’ for ‘‘a shipping commissioner’’ in par. (2), and 

struck out subsecs. (b) and (c) which read as follows: 
‘‘(b) When the crew is first engaged, the agreement 

shall be signed in duplicate. One of the copies shall be 

retained by the shipping commissioner. The other copy 

shall contain space for the description and signatures 

of seamen engaged subsequent to the first making of 

the agreement, and shall be delivered to the master. 
‘‘(c) An agreement signed before a shipping commis-

sioner shall be acknowledged and signed by the com-

missioner on the agreement in the manner and form 

prescribed by regulation. The acknowledgment and cer-

tification shall include a statement by the commis-

sioner that the seaman—
‘‘(1) has read the agreement; 
‘‘(2) is acquainted with and understands its condi-

tions; and 
‘‘(3) has signed it freely and voluntarily when 

sober.’’

§ 10306. Exhibiting merchant mariners’ docu-
ments 

Before signing the agreement required by sec-
tion 10302 of this title, each individual required 
by section 8701 of this title to have a merchant 
mariner’s document shall exhibit to the master 
or individual in charge a document issued to the 
individual, appropriately endorsed for the capac-
ity in which the individual is to serve. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 564; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 404, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10306 ............................................ 46:643(c) 

Section 10306 requires a seaman to exhibit an appro-

priately endorsed merchant mariner’s document to the 

shipping commissioner before signing a shipping agree-

ment. When a master acts as a shipping commissioner, 

the same procedure applies.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 substituted ‘‘master or indi-

vidual in charge’’ for ‘‘shipping commissioner’’. 

§ 10307. Posting agreements 

At the beginning of a voyage, the master shall 
have a legible copy of the agreement required by 
section 10302 of this title, omitting signatures, 
exhibited in a part of the vessel accessible to the 
crew. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 564; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 405, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10307 ............................................ 46:577

Section 10307 requires the master to post a copy of 

the shipping agreement in a part of the vessel acces-

sible to the crew prior to the commencement of a voy-

age. The posting must be done in a manner that gives 

seamen adequate notice of the particulars of the pend-

ing voyage.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 struck out at end ‘‘A master vio-

lating this section is liable to the United States Gov-

ernment for a civil penalty of $100.’’

§ 10308. Foreign engagements 

When a seaman is engaged outside the United 
States, the agreement required by section 10302 
of this title shall be signed in the presence of a 
consular officer. If a consular officer is not 
available at the port of engagement, the seaman 
may be engaged, and the agreement shall be 
signed in the next port at which a consular offi-
cer is available. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 564; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 406, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10308 ............................................ 46:570

Section 10308 requires that shipping agreements made 

in foreign ports be signed in the presence of a consular 

officer. The penalty for violation of this section is $100.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 struck out ‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘When a 

seaman’’ and struck out subsec. (b) which read as fol-

lows: ‘‘A master engaging a seaman in violation of this 

section is liable to the United States Government for a 

civil penalty of $100. The vessel also is liable in rem for 

the penalty.’’

§ 10309. Engaging seamen to replace those lost by 
desertion or casualty 

(a) If a desertion or casualty results in the loss 
of at least one seaman, the master shall engage, 
if obtainable, a number equal to the number of 
seamen of whose services the master has been 
deprived. The new seaman must have at least 
the same grade or rating as the seaman whose 
place the new seaman fills. The master shall re-
port the loss and replacement to a consular offi-
cer at the first port at which the master arrives. 

(b) This section does not apply to a fishing or 
whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 564; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 407, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10309 ............................................ 46:569
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Section 10309 provides for the replacement of seamen 

lost by desertion or casualty. It does not apply to fish-

ing vessels, whaling vessels, or yachts.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 103–206 redesignated 

subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 

which read as follows: ‘‘The master is liable to the 

United States Government for a civil penalty of $200 for 

each report not made. The vessel also is liable in rem 

for the penalty.’’

§ 10310. Discharge 

A master shall deliver to a seaman a full and 
true account of the seaman’s wages and all de-
ductions at least 48 hours before paying off or 
discharging the seaman. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 564; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 408, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10310 ............................................ 46:641
46:642

Section 10310 requires the master of a vessel to give 

each seaman a full account of the seaman’s wages 48 

hours before discharge. The penalty for violation is $50.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 struck out ‘‘or a shipping com-

missioner’’ after ‘‘to a seaman’’ and struck out at end 

‘‘A master failing to deliver the account is liable to the 

United States Government for a civil penalty of $50.’’

§ 10311. Certificates of discharge 

(a) On discharging a seaman and paying the 
seaman’s wages, the master or individual in 
charge shall provide the seaman with a certifi-
cate of discharge. The form of the certificate 
shall be prescribed by regulation. It shall con-
tain—

(1) the name of the seaman; 
(2) the citizenship or nationality of the sea-

man; 
(3) the number of the seaman’s merchant 

mariner’s document; 
(4) the name and official number of the ves-

sel; 
(5) the nature of the voyage (foreign, inter-

coastal, or coastwise); 
(6) the propulsion class of the vessel; 
(7) the date and place of engagement; 
(8) the date and place of discharge; and 
(9) the seaman’s capacity on the voyage.

(b) The certificate of discharge may not con-
tain a reference about the character or ability of 
the seaman. The certificate shall be signed by 
the master and the seaman. 

(c) A certificate of discharge may not be 
issued if the seaman holds a continuous dis-
charge book. The entries shall be made in the 
discharge book in the same manner as the en-
tries required by subsection (a) of this section. 

(d)(1) A record of each discharge shall be main-
tained by the owner, charterer, managing oper-

ator, master, or individual in charge in the man-
ner and location prescribed by regulation. The 
records may not be open for general or public 
use or inspection. 

(2) A duplicate of a record of discharge shall be 
issued to a seaman at the request of the seaman. 

(e) This section does not apply to a fishing or 
whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 564; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 409, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10311 ............................................ 46:643

Section 10311 requires a shipping commissioner, when 

discharging a seaman, either to provide the seaman 

with a certificate of discharge or to make an entry in 

the seaman’s continuous discharge book. It requires 

that certain facts be included in the certificate or in 

the entry, prohibits other information from being in-

cluded, and requires the Secretary to keep records of 

all discharges, copies of which must be furnished to 

seamen at cost upon request. These discharges are used 

to substantiate the nature and duration of the sea-

man’s employment on a particular vessel. This section 

does not apply to fishing vessels, whaling vessels, or 

yachts.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–206, § 409(1), substituted 

‘‘master or individual in charge’’ for ‘‘shipping commis-

sioner’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–206, § 409(2), substituted ‘‘by 

the master and the seaman’’ for ‘‘by the master, the 

seaman, and the shipping commissioner as witness’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 103–206, § 409(3), substituted 

‘‘owner, charterer, managing operator, master, or indi-

vidual in charge’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 103–206, § 409(4), substituted ‘‘at 

the request of the seaman’’ for ‘‘at a cost prescribed by 

regulation’’. 

§ 10312. Settlements on discharge 

When discharge and settlement are completed, 
the master, individual in charge, or owner and 
each seaman shall sign the agreement required 
by section 10302 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 565; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 410, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2437.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10312(a), (b), (d)–(f) ...................... 46:644
10312(c) ........................................ 46:652

Section 10312 outlines the procedures for settlements 

upon discharge and for settling disputes over seamen’s 

wages and discharges.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 amended heading and text of sec-

tion generally, substituting text consisting of sentence 

relating to signing agreements on discharge and settle-

ment for former subsecs. (a) to (f) relating to such 

agreements, proceedings before shipping commissioners 

to settle disputes, certified copies of agreements, evi-
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dence of release of claims, and statements of wages 

paid. 

§ 10313. Wages 

(a) A seaman’s entitlement to wages and pro-
visions begins when the seaman begins work or 
when specified in the agreement required by sec-
tion 10302 of this title for the seaman to begin 
work or be present on board, whichever is ear-
lier. 

(b) Wages are not dependent on the earning of 
freight by the vessel. When the loss or wreck of 
the vessel ends the service of a seaman before 
the end of the period contemplated in the agree-
ment, the seaman is entitled to wages for the 
period of time actually served. The seaman shall 
be deemed a destitute seaman under section 
11104 of this title. This subsection applies to a 
fishing or whaling vessel but not a yacht. 

(c) When a seaman who has signed an agree-
ment is discharged improperly before the begin-
ning of the voyage or before one month’s wages 
are earned, without the seaman’s consent and 
without the seaman’s fault justifying discharge, 
the seaman is entitled to receive from the mas-
ter or owner, in addition to wages earned, one 
month’s wages as compensation. 

(d) A seaman is not entitled to wages for a pe-
riod during which the seaman—

(1) unlawfully failed to work when required, 
after the time fixed by the agreement for the 
seaman to begin work; or 

(2) lawfully was imprisoned for an offense, 
unless a court hearing the case otherwise di-
rects.

(e) After the beginning of the voyage, a sea-
man is entitled to receive from the master, on 
demand, one-half of the balance of wages earned 
and unpaid at each port at which the vessel 
loads or delivers cargo during the voyage. A de-
mand may not be made before the expiration of 
5 days from the beginning of the voyage, not 
more than once in 5 days, and not more than 
once in the same port on the same entry. If a 
master does not comply with this subsection, 
the seaman is released from the agreement and 
is entitled to payment of all wages earned. Not-
withstanding a release signed by a seaman under 
section 10312 of this title, a court having juris-
diction may set aside, for good cause shown, the 
release and take action that justice requires. 
This subsection does not apply to a fishing or 
whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(f) At the end of a voyage, the master shall 
pay each seaman the balance of wages due the 
seaman within 24 hours after the cargo has been 
discharged or within 4 days after the seaman is 
discharged, whichever is earlier. When a seaman 
is discharged and final payment of wages is de-
layed for the period permitted by this sub-
section, the seaman is entitled at the time of 
discharge to one-third of the wages due the sea-
man. 

(g)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), when payment 
is not made as provided under subsection (f) of 
this section without sufficient cause, the master 
or owner shall pay to the seaman 2 days’ wages 
for each day payment is delayed. 

(2) The total amount required to be paid under 
paragraph (1) with respect to all claims in a 

class action suit by seamen on a passenger ves-
sel capable of carrying more than 500 passengers 
for wages under this section against a vessel 
master, owner, or operator or the employer of 
the seamen shall not exceed ten times the un-
paid wages that are the subject of the claims. 

(3) A class action suit for wages under this 
subsection must be commenced within three 
years after the later of—

(A) the date of the end of the last voyage for 
which the wages are claimed; or 

(B) the receipt, by a seaman who is a claim-
ant in the suit, of a payment of wages that are 
the subject of the suit that is made in the or-
dinary course of employment.

(h) Subsections (f) and (g) of this section do 
not apply to a fishing or whaling vessel or a 
yacht. 

(i) This section applies to a seaman on a for-
eign vessel when in a harbor of the United 
States. The courts are available to the seaman 
for the enforcement of this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 566; Pub. L. 
99–640, § 10(b)(4), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3550; Pub. 
L. 111–281, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 
Stat. 3008.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10313(a) ........................................ 46:591
10313(b) ........................................ 46:592

46:593
10313(c) ........................................ 46:594
10313(d) ........................................ 46:595
10313(e)–(i) ................................... 46:596

46:597
46:598

Section 10313 provides that a seaman’s entitlement to 

wages begins when the seaman begins work, or as speci-

fied in the shipping agreement. This section also quali-

fies a seaman’s entitlement to wages if the vessel is 

lost or wrecked, if the seaman is discharged improp-

erly, or if the seaman unlawfully failed to work or was 

imprisoned. It also establishes procedures for the pay-

ment of wages at each port the vessel loads or unloads 

cargo, and at the end of the voyage. This section ap-

plies to seamen on foreign vessels in United States har-

bors, but not to fishing vessels, whaling vessels or 

yachts.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111–281 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘(1) Subject to para-

graph (2), when’’ for ‘‘When’’, and added pars. (2) and 

(3). 

1986—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 99–640 struck out last sen-

tence which read as follows: ‘‘However, this subsection 

applies to a vessel taking oysters.’’

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 99–640 struck out last sentence 

which read as follows: ‘‘However, subsections (f) and (g) 

apply to a vessel taking oysters.’’

§ 10314. Advances 

(a)(1) A person may not—
(A) pay a seaman wages in advance of the 

time when the seaman has earned the wages; 
(B) pay advance wages of the seaman to an-

other person; or 
(C) make to another person an order, note, 

or other evidence of indebtedness of the wages, 
or pay another person, for the engagement of 



Page 173 TITLE 46—SHIPPING § 10315

seamen when payment is deducted or to be de-
ducted from the seaman’s wage.

(2) A person violating this subsection is liable 
to the United States Government for a civil pen-
alty of not more than $500. A payment made in 
violation of this subsection does not relieve the 
vessel or the master from the duty to pay all 
wages after they have been earned. 

(b) A person demanding or receiving from a 
seaman or an individual seeking employment as 
a seaman, remuneration for providing the sea-
man or individual with employment, is liable to 
the Government for a civil penalty of not more 
than $500. 

(c) This section applies to a foreign vessel 
when in waters of the United States. An owner, 
charterer, managing operator, agent, or master 
of a foreign vessel violating this section is liable 
to the Government for the same penalty as an 
owner, charterer, managing operator, agent, or 
master of a vessel of the United States for the 
same violation. 

(d) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
agent, or master of a vessel seeking clearance 
from a port of the United States shall present 
the agreement required by section 10302 of this 
title at the office of clearance. Clearance may be 
granted to a vessel only if this section has been 
complied with. 

(e) This section does not apply to a fishing or 
whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 567; Pub. L. 
99–640, § 10(b)(4), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3550.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10314 ............................................ 46:599

Section 10314 forbids advance payment of wages to 

seamen prior to the commencement of the seaman’s 

employment. It provides a civil penalty of $500 for any 

person making such a payment, and for any person de-

manding or receiving remuneration for providing a sea-

man with employment. This means that the use of em-

ployment agencies for hiring seamen is prohibited. It 

also requires compliance with section 10302 regarding 

the signing of articles of agreement before a vessel can 

be cleared from a United States port. This section ap-

plies to foreign vessels in United States waters but not 

to fishing vessels, whaling vessels or yachts.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 99–640 struck out last sen-

tence which read as follows: ‘‘However, this section ap-

plies to a vessel taking oysters.’’

§ 10315. Allotments 

(a) Under prescribed regulations, a seaman 
may stipulate as follows in the agreement re-
quired by section 10302 of this title for an allot-
ment of any part of the wages the seaman may 
earn: 

(1) to the seaman’s grandparents, parents, 
spouse, sister, brother, or children; 

(2) to an agency designated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury to handle applications for 
United States savings bonds, to purchase 
bonds for the seaman; and 

(3) for deposits to be made in an account for 
savings or investment opened by the seaman 

and maintained in the seaman’s name at a 
savings bank or a savings institution in which 
the accounts are insured by the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation or the Federal 
Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation.

(b) An allotment is valid only if made in writ-
ing and signed by and approved by a shipping 
commissioner. The shipping commissioner shall 
examine allotments and the parties to them to 
enforce compliance with the law. Stipulations 
for allotments made at the beginning of a voy-
age shall be included in the agreement and shall 
state the amounts and times of payment and the 
person to whom payments are to be made. 

(c) Only an allotment complying with this sec-
tion is lawful. A person falsely claiming quali-
fication as an allottee under this section is lia-
ble to the United States Government for a civil 
penalty of not more than $500. 

(d) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
agent, or master of a vessel seeking clearance 
from a port of the United States shall present 
the agreement at the office of clearance. Clear-
ance may be granted to a vessel only if this sec-
tion has been complied with. 

(e) This section applies to a foreign vessel 
when in waters of the United States. An owner, 
charterer, managing operator, agent, or master 
of a foreign vessel violating this section is liable 
to the Government for the same penalty as an 
owner, charterer, managing operator, agent, or 
master of a vessel of the United States for the 
same violation. 

(f) DEPOSITS IN SEAMAN ACCOUNT.—By written 
request signed by the seaman, a seaman em-
ployed on a passenger vessel capable of carrying 
more than 500 passengers may authorize the 
master, owner, or operator of the vessel, or the 
employer of the seaman, to make deposits of 
wages of the seaman into a checking, savings, 
investment, or retirement account, or other ac-
count to secure a payroll or debit card for the 
seaman if—

(1) the wages designated by the seaman for 
such deposit are deposited in a United States 
or international financial institution des-
ignated by the seaman; 

(2) such deposits in the financial institution 
are fully guaranteed under commonly accept-
ed international standards by the government 
of the country in which the financial institu-
tion is licensed; 

(3) a written wage statement or pay stub, in-
cluding an accounting of any direct deposit, is 
delivered to the seaman no less often than 
monthly; and 

(4) while on board the vessel on which the 
seaman is employed, the seaman is able to ar-
range for withdrawal of all funds on deposit in 
the account in which the wages are deposited. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 567; Pub. L. 
111–281, title IX, § 902(a)(2), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 
3009.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10315 ............................................ 46:599

Section 10315 lists the persons to whom a seaman 

may allot wages, specifies the conditions which make 



Page 174TITLE 46—SHIPPING§ 10316

an allotment valid, and provides a civil penalty of $500 

for falsely claiming qualification as an allottee. It also 

requires that this section be complied with before a 

vessel can be cleared from a United States port. This 

section applies to foreign vessels.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111–281 added subsec. (f).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation 

abolished and functions transferred, see sections 401 to 

406 of Pub. L. 101–73, set out as a note under section 1437 

of Title 12, Banks and Banking. 

§ 10316. Trusts 

Sections 10314 and 10315 of this title do not 
prevent an employer from making deductions 
from the wages of a seaman, with the written 
consent of the seaman, if—

(1) the deductions are paid into a trust fund 
established only for the benefit of seamen em-
ployed by that employer, and the families and 
dependents of those seamen (or of those sea-
men, families, and dependents jointly with 
other seamen employed by other employers, 
and the families and dependents of the other 
seamen); and 

(2) the payments are held in trust to provide, 
from principal or interest, or both, any of the 
following benefits for those seamen and their 
families and dependents: 

(A) medical or hospital care, or both. 
(B) pensions on retirement or death of the 

seaman. 
(C) life insurance. 
(D) unemployment benefits. 
(E) compensation for illness or injuries re-

sulting from occupational activity. 
(F) sickness, accident, and disability com-

pensation. 
(G) purchasing insurance to provide any of 

the benefits specified in this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 568.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10316 ............................................ 46:599(g) 

Section 10316 qualifies the two previous sections by 

allowing an employer to make deductions from sea-

men’s wages for the purpose of placing the wages into 

a trust fund or holding them in trust to provide for the 

seamen’s benefit. 

§ 10317. Loss of lien and right to wages 

A master or seaman by any agreement other 
than one provided for in this chapter may not 
forfeit the master’s or seaman’s lien on the ves-
sel or be deprived of a remedy to which the mas-
ter or seaman otherwise would be entitled for 
the recovery of wages. A stipulation in an agree-
ment inconsistent with this chapter, or a stipu-
lation by which a seaman consents to abandon a 
right to wages if the vessel is lost, or to abandon 
a right the seaman may have or obtain in the 
nature of salvage, is void. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 568.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10317 ............................................ 46:600

Section 10317 prohibits a master or seaman from en-

tering into an agreement which forfeits his or her lien 

on the vessel or other remedy for recovery of wages, 

and renders such agreements void. 

§ 10318. Wages on discharge in foreign ports 

(a) When a master or seaman applies to a con-
sular officer for the discharge of the seaman, the 
consular officer shall require the master to pay 
the seaman’s wages if it appears that the sea-
man has carried out the agreement required by 
section 10302 of this title or otherwise is entitled 
to be discharged. Then the consular officer shall 
discharge the seaman. A consular officer shall 
require the payment of extra wages only as pro-
vided in this section or in chapter 109 of this 
title. 

(b) When discharging a seaman, a consular of-
ficer who fails to require the payment of the 
wages due a seaman at the time, and of the 
extra wages due under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, is accountable to the United States Gov-
ernment for the total amount. 

(c) A seaman discharged under this section 
with the consent of the seaman is entitled to 
wages up to the time of discharge, but not for 
any additional period. 

(d) If the seaman is discharged involuntarily, 
and it appears that the discharge was not be-
cause of neglect of duty, incompetency, or in-
jury incurred on the vessel, the master shall 
provide the seaman with employment on a ves-
sel agreed to by the seaman or shall provide the 
seaman with one month’s extra wages. 

(e) Expenses for the maintenance and return of 
an ill or injured seaman to the United States 
shall be paid by the Secretary of State. If a sea-
man is incapacitated by illness or injury and 
prompt discharge is necessary, but a personal 
appearance of the master before a consular offi-
cer is impracticable, the master may provide 
transportation to the seaman to the nearest 
consular officer for discharge. 

(f) A deduction from wages of the seaman is 
permitted only if the deduction appears in the 
account of the seaman required to be delivered 
under section 10310 of this title, except for mat-
ters arising after delivery of the account, in 
which case a supplementary account is required. 
During a voyage, the master shall record in the 
official logbook the matters about which deduc-
tions are to be made with the amounts of the de-
ductions. The entries shall be made as the mat-
ters occur. The master shall produce the official 
logbook at the time of payment of wages, and 
also before a competent authority on the hear-
ing of any complaint or question about the pay-
ment of wages. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 568.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10318 ............................................ 46:682
46:683
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Section 10318 establishes consular officers’ respon-

sibilities in discharging seamen and the seamen’s right 

to wages when discharged and when incapacitated by 

illness or injury. It also requires a master to record in 

the official logbook all matters for which deductions 

are to be made from seamen’s wages. 

§ 10319. Costs of a criminal conviction 

In a proceeding about a seaman’s wages, if it 
is shown that the seaman was convicted during 
the voyage of an offense by a competent tri-
bunal and sentenced by the tribunal, the court 
hearing the case may direct that a part of the 
wages due the seaman, but not more than $15, be 
applied to reimburse the master for costs prop-
erly incurred in procuring the conviction and 
sentence. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 569.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10319 ............................................ 46:707

Section 10319 provides that if a seaman was convicted 

during a voyage by a tribunal, that the court may di-

rect that up to $15 of the seaman’s wages be used to re-

imburse the master for the costs incurred. 

§ 10320. Records of seamen 

The Secretary shall prescribe regulations re-
quiring vessel owners to maintain records of 
seamen on matters of engagement, discharge, 
and service. A vessel owner shall make these 
records available to the seaman and the Coast 
Guard on request. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 569; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 411, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2437.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10320 ............................................ .............................................. 

Section 10320 authorizes the Secretary to provide for 

the maintenance of records of the engagement, dis-

charge, or service of seamen.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 amended heading and text of sec-

tion generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-

lows: ‘‘The Secretary may prescribe regulations for re-

porting by a master of matters about the engagement, 

discharge, or service of seamen that may be needed in 

keeping central records of seamen.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 10321. General penalty 

(a) A person violating any provision of this 
chapter or a regulation prescribed under this 

chapter is liable to the United States Govern-
ment for a civil penalty of not more than $5,000. 

(b) The vessel is liable in rem for any penalty 
assessed under this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 569; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 412, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2437.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10321 ............................................ 46:567
46:568
46:571
46:661
46:665

Section 10321 makes a vessel on which a seaman is 

carried to sea in violation of this chapter or regulation 

prescribed under this chapter liable in rem to the 

United States Government for a civil penalty of $200 for 

each seaman carried in violation.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 amended heading and text of sec-

tion generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-

lows: ‘‘The owner, charterer, managing operator, agent, 

or master of a vessel on which a seaman is carried in 

violation of this chapter or a regulation prescribed 

under this chapter is liable to the United States Gov-

ernment for a civil penalty of $200 for each seaman car-

ried in violation. The vessel also is liable in rem for the 

penalty.’’

CHAPTER 105—COASTWISE VOYAGES 

Sec. 

10501. Application. 

10502. Shipping articles agreements. 

10503. Exhibiting merchant mariners’ documents. 

10504. Wages. 

10505. Advances. 

10506. Trusts. 

[10507. Repealed.] 

10508. General penalties. 

10509. Penalty for failing to begin voyage.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206, title IV, § 415(b), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 

Stat. 2438, struck out item 10507 ‘‘Duties of shipping 

commissioners’’. 

§ 10501. Application 

(a) Except for a vessel to which chapter 103 of 
this title applies, this chapter applies to a vessel 
of at least 50 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage 
measured under section 14302 of this title as pre-
scribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of 
this title on a voyage between a port in one 
State and a port in another State (except an ad-
joining State). 

(b) This chapter does not apply to a vessel on 
which the seamen are entitled by custom or 
agreement to share in the profit or result of a 
voyage. 

(c) Unless otherwise provided, this chapter 
does not apply to a foreign vessel. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 570; Pub. L. 
104–324, title VII, § 738, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3941.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10501 ............................................ 46:574

Section 10501 specifies that vessels over 50 gross tons 

that are not subject to chapter 103 and are engaged on 

voyages between two states (except for adjoining 

states) are subject to the provisions of this chapter. 

Specifically excluded are foreign vessels and vessels on 

which seamen share the profits.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted ‘‘as meas-

ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate 

tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as 

prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this 

title’’ after ‘‘50 gross tons’’. 

§ 10502. Shipping articles agreements 

(a) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
master, or individual in charge shall make a 
shipping agreement in writing with each seaman 
before the seaman commences employment. 

(b) The agreement shall include the date and 
hour on which the seaman must be on board to 
begin the voyage. 

(c) The agreement may not contain a provi-
sion on the allotment of wages or a scale of pro-
visions. 

(d) Each shipping agreement must be signed 
by the master or individual in charge or a rep-
resentative of the owner, charterer, or managing 
operator, and by each seaman employed. 

(e) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
master, or individual in charge shall maintain 
the shipping agreement and make the shipping 
agreement available to the seaman. 

(f) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations 
requiring shipping companies to maintain 
records of seamen on matters of engagement, 
discharge, and service. The shipping companies 
shall make these records available to the sea-
man and the Coast Guard on request. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 570; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 413, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2437.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10502 ............................................ 46:574

Section 10502 requires the master on a vessel engaged 

on a coastwise voyage to sign a shipping agreement 

with each member of the crew and lists provisions 

which must be and provisions which may not be in-

cluded in the agreement.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–206, § 413(1), amended 

subsec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) 

read as follows: ‘‘Before proceeding on a voyage, the 

master of a vessel to which this chapter applies shall 

make a shipping articles agreement in writing with 

each seaman on board, declaring the nature of the voy-

age or the period of time for which the seaman is en-

gaged.’’

Subsecs. (d) to (f). Pub. L. 103–206, § 413(2), added sub-

secs. (d) to (f).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 10503. Exhibiting merchant mariners’ docu-
ments 

Before signing the agreement required by sec-
tion 10502 of this title, a seaman required by sec-
tion 8701 of this title to have a merchant mari-
ner’s document shall exhibit to the master a 
document issued to the seaman and appro-
priately endorsed for the capacity in which the 
seaman is to serve. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 570.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10503 ............................................ 46:643

Under section 10503 seamen who are required to have 

a merchant mariner’s document must exhibit it before 

signing a shipping agreement on a coastwise voyage. 

§ 10504. Wages 

(a) After the beginning of a voyage, a seaman 
is entitled to receive from the master, on de-
mand, one-half of the balance of wages earned 
and unpaid at each port at which the vessel 
loads or delivers cargo during the voyage. A de-
mand may not be made before the expiration of 
5 days from the beginning of the voyage, not 
more than once in 5 days, and not more than 
once in the same port on the same entry. If a 
master does not comply with this subsection, 
the seaman is released from the agreement re-
quired by section 10502 of this title and is enti-
tled to payment of all wages earned. Notwith-
standing a release signed by a seaman under sec-
tion 10312 of this title, a court having jurisdic-
tion may set aside, for good cause shown, the re-
lease and take action that justice requires. This 
subsection does not apply to a fishing or whaling 
vessel or a yacht. 

(b) The master shall pay a seaman the balance 
of wages due the seaman within 2 days after the 
termination of the agreement required by sec-
tion 10502 of this title or when the seaman is dis-
charged, whichever is earlier. 

(c)(1) Subject to subsection (d), and except as 
provided in paragraph (2), when payment is not 
made as provided under subsection (b) of this 
section without sufficient cause, the master or 
owner shall pay to the seaman 2 days’ wages for 
each day payment is delayed. 

(2) The total amount required to be paid under 
paragraph (1) with respect to all claims in a 
class action suit by seamen on a passenger ves-
sel capable of carrying more than 500 passengers 
for wages under this section against a vessel 
master, owner, or operator or the employer of 
the seamen shall not exceed ten times the un-
paid wages that are the subject of the claims. 
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(3) A class action suit for wages under this 
subsection must be commenced within three 
years after the later of—

(A) the date of the end of the last voyage for 
which the wages are claimed; or 

(B) the receipt, by a seaman who is a claim-
ant in the suit, of a payment of wages that are 
the subject of the suit that is made in the or-
dinary course of employment.

(d) Subsections (b) and (c) of this section do 
not apply to: 

(1) a vessel engaged in coastwise commerce. 
(2) a yacht. 
(3) a fishing vessel. 
(4) a whaling vessel.

(e) This section applies to a seaman on a for-
eign vessel when in harbor of the United States. 
The courts are available to the seaman for the 
enforcement of this section. 

(f) DEPOSITS IN SEAMAN ACCOUNT.—On written 
request signed by the seaman, a seaman em-
ployed on a passenger vessel capable of carrying 
more than 500 passengers may authorize, the 
master, owner, or operator of the vessel, or the 
employer of the seaman, to make deposits of 
wages of the seaman into a checking, savings, 
investment, or retirement account, or other ac-
count to secure a payroll or debit card for the 
seaman if—

(1) the wages designated by the seaman for 
such deposit are deposited in a United States 
or international financial institution des-
ignated by the seaman; 

(2) such deposits in the financial institution 
are fully guaranteed under commonly accept-
ed international standards by the government 
of the country in which the financial institu-
tion is licensed; 

(3) a written wage statement or pay stub, in-
cluding an accounting of any direct deposit, is 
delivered to the seaman no less often than 
monthly; and 

(4) while on board the vessel on which the 
seaman is employed, the seaman is able to ar-
range for withdrawal of all funds on deposit in 
the account in which the wages are deposited. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 570; Pub. L. 
99–36, § 1(a)(5), May 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 67; Pub. L. 
99–640, § 10(b)(4), (5), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3550; 
Pub. L. 111–281, title IX, § 902(b), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 
Stat. 3009.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10504 ............................................ 46:596
46:597
46:598

Section 10504 specifies when seamen on coastwise 

voyages may obtain portions of their wages. The sec-

tion does not apply to fishing vessels, whaling vessels 

or yachts, and portions of it do not apply to vessels 

taking oysters. It does apply to foreign vessels while in 

United States ports.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111–281, § 902(b)(1), des-

ignated existing provisions as par. (1), substituted 

‘‘Subject to subsection (d), and except as provided in 

paragraph (2), when’’ for ‘‘When’’, and added pars. (2) 

and (3). 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111–281, § 902(b)(2), added subsec. 

(f). 
1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–640, § 10(b)(4), struck out 

last sentence which read as follows: ‘‘However, this 

subsection applies to a vessel taking oysters.’’
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 99–640, § 10(b)(5), struck out 

‘‘(except a vessel taking oysters)’’ after ‘‘vessel’’. 
1985—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–36 amended subsec. (d) 

generally, thereby including reference to a vessel en-

gaged in coastwise commerce.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–36, § 1(b), May 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 68, provided 

that: ‘‘The effective date of subsection (a)(5) of this sec-

tion [amending this section] is August 26, 1983.’’

§ 10505. Advances 

(a)(1) A person may not—
(A) pay a seaman wages in advance of the 

time when the seaman has earned the wages; 
(B) pay advance wages of the seaman to an-

other person; or 
(C) make to another person an order, note, 

or other evidence of indebtedness of the wages, 
or pay another person, for the engagement of 
seamen when payment is deducted or to be de-
ducted from the seaman’s wage.

(2) A person violating this subsection is liable 
to the United States Government for a civil pen-
alty of not more than $5,000. A payment made in 
violation of this subsection does not relieve the 
vessel or the master from the duty to pay all 
wages after they have been earned. 

(b) A person demanding or receiving from a 
seaman or an individual seeking employment as 
a seaman, remuneration for providing the sea-
man or individual with employment, is liable to 
the Government for a civil penalty of not more 
than $5,000. 

(c) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
agent, or master of a vessel seeking clearance 
from a port of the United States shall present 
the agreement required by section 10502 of this 
title at the office of clearance. Clearance may be 
granted to a vessel only if this section has been 
complied with. 

(d) This section does not apply to a fishing or 
whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 571; Pub. L. 
99–640, § 10(b)(4), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3550; Pub. 
L. 103–206, title IV, § 414, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2437.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10505 ............................................ 46:598
46:599

Section 10505 prohibits any person from paying a sea-

man on a coastwise voyage advance wages, or to pay to 

another person any form of a seaman’s wages prior to 

the commencement of the seaman’s employment. It 

also prohibits a person from seeking or receiving remu-

neration for providing a seaman with employment. 

This section also requires that a vessel comply with 

this section before clearing port. It provides penalties 

for offenses of its provisions. The section does not 

apply to fishing vessels, whaling vessels, or yachts, but 

does apply to vessels taking oysters.
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 103–206, § 414(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘$5,000’’ for ‘‘$100’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–206, § 414(2), substituted 

‘‘$5,000’’ for ‘‘$500’’. 

1986—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–640 struck out last sen-

tence which read as follows: ‘‘However, this section ap-

plies to a vessel taking oysters.’’

§ 10506. Trusts 

Section 10505 of this title does not prevent an 
employer from making deductions from the 
wages of a seaman, with the written consent of 
the seaman, if—

(1) the deductions are paid into a trust fund 
established only for the benefit of seamen em-
ployed by that employer, and the families and 
dependents of those seamen (or of those sea-
men, families, and dependents jointly with 
other seamen employed by other employers, 
and the families and dependents of the other 
seamen); and 

(2) the payments are held in trust to provide, 
from principal or interest, or both, any of the 
following benefits for those seamen and their 
families and dependents: 

(A) medical or hospital care, or both. 
(B) pensions on retirement or death of the 

seaman. 
(C) life insurance. 
(D) unemployment benefits. 
(E) compensation for illness or injuries re-

sulting from occupational activity. 
(F) sickness, accident, and disability com-

pensation. 
(G) purchasing insurance to provide any of 

the benefits specified in this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 571.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10506 ............................................ 46:599

Section 10506 permits deductions to be made from 

wages of seamen on coastwise voyages if the deductions 

are to be used for the benefit of the seamen or their 

families. 

[§ 10507. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–206, title IV, 
§ 415(a), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2438] 

Section, Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 571, re-

lated to duties of shipping commissioners. 

§ 10508. General penalties 

(a) A master who carries a seaman on a voyage 
without first making the agreement required by 
section 10502 of this title shall pay to the sea-
man the highest wage that was paid for a simi-
lar voyage within the 3 months before the time 
of engagement at the port or place at which the 
seaman was engaged. A seaman who has not 
signed an agreement is not bound by the appli-
cable regulations, penalties, or forfeitures. 

(b) A master engaging a seaman in violation of 
this chapter or a regulation prescribed under 
this chapter is liable to the United States Gov-
ernment for a civil penalty of not more than 
$5,000. The vessel also is liable in rem for the 
penalty. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 572; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 416, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2438.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10508 ............................................ 46:575

Section 10508 provides for a fair wage to be paid to a 

seaman who was engaged without a shipping agree-

ment, and also exempts the seaman under certain con-

ditions from applicable regulations, penalties or for-

feitures. It also provides a penalty for violation of its 

provisions.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–206 substituted ‘‘not 

more than $5,000’’ for ‘‘$20’’. 

§ 10509. Penalty for failing to begin voyage 

(a) A seaman who fails to be on board at the 
time contained in the agreement required by 
section 10502 of this title, without having given 
24 hours’ notice of inability to do so, shall for-
feit, for each hour’s lateness, one-half of one 
day’s pay to be deducted from the seaman’s 
wages if the lateness is recorded in the official 
logbook on the date of the violation. 

(b) A seaman who does not report at all or sub-
sequently deserts forfeits all wages. 

(c) This section does not apply to a fishing or 
whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 572.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10509 ............................................ 46:576

This section provides for a reduction in the wages of 

seamen who arrive late for voyages, if their late arrival 

is noted in the official logbook. It does not apply to 

fishing vessels, whaling vessels or yachts.

CHAPTER 106—FISHING VOYAGES 

Sec. 

10601. Fishing agreements. 
10602. Recovery of wages and shares of fish under 

agreement. 
10603. Seaman’s duty to notify employer regarding 

illness, disability, and injury. 

§ 10601. Fishing agreements 

(a) Before proceeding on a voyage, the owner, 
charterer, or managing operator, or a represent-
ative thereof, including the master or individual 
in charge, of a fishing vessel, fish processing ves-
sel, or fish tender vessel shall make a fishing 
agreement in writing with each seaman em-
ployed on board if the vessel is—

(1) at least 20 gross tons as measured under 
section 14502 of this title, or an alternate ton-
nage measured under section 14302 of this title 
as prescribed by the Secretary under section 
14104 of this title; and 

(2) on a voyage from a port in the United 
States.

(b) The agreement shall—
(1) state the period of effectiveness of the 

agreement; 
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(2) include the terms of any wage, share, or 
other compensation arrangement peculiar to 
the fishery in which the vessel will be engaged 
during the period of the agreement; and 

(3) include other agreed terms. 

(Pub. L. 100–424, § 6(a), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 
1591; Pub. L. 104–324, title VII, § 739, Oct. 19, 1996, 
110 Stat. 3942; Pub. L. 107–295, title IV, § 441(a), 
(b), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2131.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10601 ............................................ 46:531

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–295, § 441(a), (b)(1), in in-

troductory provisions, inserted ‘‘owner, charterer, or 

managing operator, or a representative thereof, includ-

ing the’’ after ‘‘on a voyage, the’’ and comma after ‘‘in-

dividual in charge’’ and substituted ‘‘employed’’ for 

‘‘enployed’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 107–295, § 441(b)(2), (3), redes-

ignated subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. 

(b) which read as follows: ‘‘The agreement shall be 

signed also by the owner of the vessel.’’

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted ‘‘as meas-

ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate 

tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as 

prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this 

title’’ after ‘‘20 gross tons’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

AGREEMENTS DEEMED COMPLIANT 

Pub. L. 107–295, title IV, § 441(c), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2131, as amended by Pub. L. 108–199, div. H, 

§ 137(a), Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 442, provided that: ‘‘An 

agreement that complies with the requirements of sec-

tion 10601(a) of title 46, United States Code, as herein 

amended, is hereby deemed to have been in compliance 

with subsections (a) and (b) of section 10601 of title 46, 

United States Code, as in effect prior to November 25, 

2002.’’

[Pub. L. 108–199, div. H, § 137(b), Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 

442, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-

section (a) [amending section 441(c) of Pub. L. 107–295, 

set out above] apply to all proceedings pending on or 

commenced after the date of enactment of this Act 

[Jan. 23, 2004].’’] 

§ 10602. Recovery of wages and shares of fish 
under agreement 

(a) When fish caught under an agreement 
under section 10601 of this title are delivered to 
the owner of the vessel for processing and are 
sold, the vessel is liable in rem for the wages 
and shares of the proceeds of the seamen. An ac-
tion under this section must be brought within 
six months after the sale of the fish. 

(b)(1) In an action under this section, the 
owner shall produce an accounting of the sale 
and division of proceeds under the agreement. If 
the owner fails to produce the accounting, the 
vessel is liable for the highest value alleged for 
the shares. 

(2) The owner may offset the value of general 
supplies provided for the voyage and other sup-
plies provided the seaman bringing the action. 

(c) This section does not affect a common law 
right of a seaman to bring an action to recover 
the seaman’s share of the fish or proceeds. 

(Pub. L. 100–424, § 6(a), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 
1592.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10602 ............................................ 46:533, 534

§ 10603. Seaman’s duty to notify employer regard-
ing illness, disability, and injury 

(a) A seaman on a fishing vessel, fish proc-
essing vessel, or fish tender vessel shall notify 
the master or individual in charge of the vessel 
or other agent of the employer regarding any ill-
ness, disability, or injury suffered by the sea-
man when in service to the vessel not later than 
seven days after the date on which the illness, 
disability, or injury arose. 

(b) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations 
requiring that each fishing vessel, fish proc-
essing vessel, and fish tender vessel shall have 
on board a placard displayed in a prominent lo-
cation accessible to the crew describing the sea-
man’s duty under subsection (a) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 100–424, § 6(a), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 
1592.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10603 ............................................ New 

CHAPTER 107—EFFECTS OF DECEASED 
SEAMEN 

Sec. 

10701. Application. 

10702. Duties of masters. 

10703. Procedures of masters. 

10704. Duties of consular officers. 

10705. Disposition of money, property, and wages by 

consular officers. 

10706. Seamen dying in the United States. 

[10707. Repealed.] 

10708. Sale of property. 

10709. Distribution. 

10710. Unclaimed money, property, and wages. 

10711. Penalties.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206, title IV, § 420(b), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 

Stat. 2438, struck out item 10707 ‘‘Delivery to district 

court’’. 

§ 10701. Application 

(a) Except as otherwise specifically provided, 
this chapter applies to a vessel on a voyage be-
tween—

(1) a port of the United States and a port in 
a foreign country (except a port in Canada, 
Mexico, and the West Indies); and 

(2) a port of the United States on the Atlan-
tic Ocean and a port of the United States on 
the Pacific Ocean.

(b) This chapter does not apply to a vessel on 
which a seaman by custom or agreement is enti-
tled to share in the profit or result of a voyage. 

(c) This chapter does not apply to a foreign 
vessel. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 572.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10701 ............................................ 46:621

Section 10701 provides that the provisions in chapter 

107 apply to vessels on voyages between U.S. ports and 

foreign countries (except Canada, Mexico, or the West 

Indies) and between United States ports on the Atlan-

tic and United States ports on the Pacific. It does not 

apply to foreign vessels or vessels on which the seamen 

share the profits. 

§ 10702. Duties of masters 

(a) When a seaman dies during a voyage, the 
master shall take charge of the seaman’s money 
and property. An entry shall be made in the offi-
cial logbook, signed by the master, the chief 
mate, and an unlicensed crewmember containing 
an inventory of the money and property and a 
statement of the wages due the seaman, with 
the total of the deductions to be made. 

(b) On compliance with this chapter, the mas-
ter shall obtain a written certificate of compli-
ance from the consular officer or court clerk. 
Clearance may be granted to a foreign-bound 
vessel only when the certificate is received at 
the office of customs. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 572; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 422(a), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2438.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10702 ............................................ 46:621

Section 10702 requires a master to take charge of the 

property of a deceased seaman, make note in the offi-

cial logbook that the property was taken and obtain a 

certificate of compliance from a shipping commissioner 

which must be exhibited for port clearance of foreign 

bound vessels.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–206 substituted ‘‘the 

consular officer or court clerk’’ for ‘‘a shipping com-

missioner’’. 

§ 10703. Procedures of masters 

(a) If the vessel is proceeding to the United 
States when a seaman dies, the master shall de-
liver the seaman’s money, property, and wages 
when the agreement required by this part is 
ended, as provided in section 10706 of this title. 

(b) If the vessel touches at a foreign port after 
the death of the seaman, the master shall report 
to the first available consular officer. The con-
sular officer may require the master to deliver 
to the officer the money, property, and wages of 
the seaman. The consular officer shall give the 
master a receipt for the matters delivered and 
certify on the agreement the particulars of the 
delivery. When the agreement ends, the master 
shall deliver the receipt to a district court of 
the United States. 

(c) If the consular officer does not require the 
master to deliver the seaman’s money, property, 
and wages, the officer shall so certify on the 
agreement, and the master shall dispose of the 
money, property, and wages as provided under 
section 10706 of this title. 

(d) A deduction from the account of a deceased 
seaman is valid only if certified by a proper 
entry in the official logbook. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 573; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 418, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2438.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10703 ............................................ 46:622

Section 10703 provides for the disposal by the master 

of the property and wages of deceased seamen who have 

died outside the United States.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–206, § 418(1), substituted 

‘‘in section 10706 of this title’’ for ‘‘by regulations pre-

scribed by the Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–206, § 418(2), substituted ‘‘to a 

district court of the United States’’ for ‘‘as prescribed 

by regulations’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–206, § 418(3), substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 10706 of this title’’ for ‘‘subsection (a) of this sec-

tion’’. 

§ 10704. Duties of consular officers 

When a seaman dies outside the United States 
leaving money or property not on board a vessel, 
the consular officer nearest the place at which 
the money and property is located shall claim 
and take charge of it. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 573.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10704 ............................................ 46:624

Section 10704 requires consular officers to take 

charge of the property (not left on board a vessel) of de-

ceased seamen who have died outside the United 

States. 

§ 10705. Disposition of money, property, and 
wages by consular officers 

When money, property, or wages of a deceased 
seaman comes into possession of a consular offi-
cer, the officer may—

(1) sell the property and remit the proceeds 
and other money or wages of the seaman the 
officer has received, to the district court of 
the United States for the district in which the 
voyage begins or ends; or 

(2) deliver the money, property, and wages to 
the district court. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 573.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10705 ............................................ 46:624

Section 10705 instructs consular officers on the dis-

posal of the property and wages of deceased seamen 

who have died outside the United States. 

§ 10706. Seamen dying in the United States 

When a seaman dies in the United States and 
is entitled at death to claim money, property, or 
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wages from the master or owner of a vessel on 
which the seaman served, the master or owner 
shall deliver the money, property, and wages to 
a district court of the United States within one 
week of the seaman’s death. If the seaman’s 
death occurs at sea, such money, property, or 
wages shall be delivered to a district court or a 
consular officer within one week of the vessel’s 
arrival at the first port call after the seaman’s 
death. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 573; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 419, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2438.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10706 ............................................ 46:625

Section 10706 provides for the disposal by the master 

of the property and wages of deceased seamen who have 

died in the United States.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 substituted ‘‘to a district court 

of the United States within one week of the seaman’s 

death. If the seaman’s death occurs at sea, such money, 

property, or wages shall be delivered to a district court 

or a consular officer within one week of the vessel’s ar-

rival at the first port call after the seaman’s death.’’ 

for ‘‘as provided by regulations prescribed by the Sec-

retary.’’. 

[§ 10707. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–206, title IV, 
§ 420(a), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2438] 

Section, Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 573, re-

lated to delivery to district court of money, property, 

and wages of a deceased seaman. 

§ 10708. Sale of property 

A district court of the United States may di-
rect the sale of any part of the property of a de-
ceased seaman. Proceeds of the sale shall be held 
as wages of the seaman are held. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 574.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10708 ............................................ 46:628

Section 10708 permits a district court to sell a de-

ceased seaman’s property and treat the proceeds as 

wages. 

§ 10709. Distribution 

(a)(1) If the money, property, and wages of a 
seaman, including proceeds from the sale of 
property, are not more than $1,500 in value, the 
court, subject to deductions it allows for ex-
penses and at least 60 days after receiving the 
money, property, and wages, may deliver the 
money, property, and wages to a claimant prov-
ing to be—

(A) the seaman’s surviving spouse or child; 
(B) entitled to the money, property, and 

wages under the seaman’s will or under a law 
or at common law; or 

(C) entitled to secure probate, or take out 
letters of administration, although no probate 
or letters of administration have been issued.

(2) The court is released from further liability 
for the money, property, and wages distributed 
under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 

(3) Instead of acting under paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of this subsection, the court may require pro-
bate or letters of administration to be taken 
out, and then deliver the money, property, and 
wages to the legal representative of the seaman. 

(b) If the money, property, and wages are more 
than $1,500 in value, the court, subject to deduc-
tions for expenses, shall deliver the money, 
property, and wages to the legal representative 
of the seaman. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 574; Pub. L. 
99–307, § 1(15), May 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 446.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10709 ............................................ 46:627

Section 10709 instructs a district court to deliver a 

deceased seaman’s property and wages to the proper 

claimant or legal representative. It also discharges the 

court from liability.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 99–307, in text preceding 

cl. (A), substituted ‘‘than $1,500 in value, the court,’’ for 

‘‘then $1,500 in value, and’’ and ‘‘wages, may’’ for 

‘‘wages, the court may’’. 

§ 10710. Unclaimed money, property, and wages 

(a) When a claim for the money, property, or 
wages of a deceased seaman held by a district 
court of the United States has not been substan-
tiated within 6 years after their receipt by the 
court, the court, if a subsequent claim is made, 
may allow or refuse the claim. 

(b) If, after money, property, and wages have 
been held by the court for 6 years, it appears to 
the court that no claim will have to be satisfied, 
the property shall be sold. The money and wages 
and the proceeds from the sale shall be deposited 
in the Treasury trust fund receipt account ‘‘Un-
claimed Moneys of Individuals Whose Where-
abouts are Unknown’’. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 574.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10710 ............................................ 46:628

Section 10710 provides that if no claim is made to a 

deceased seaman’s property and wages within six years, 

the court shall sell the property and deposit the pro-

ceeds into the Treasury trust fund receipt account 

‘‘Unclaimed Moneys of Individuals Whose Whereabouts 

are Unknown’’. 

§ 10711. Penalties 

An owner or master violating this chapter are 
each liable to the United States Government for 
a civil penalty of 3 times the value of the sea-
man’s money, property, and wages involved or, 
if the value is not determined, of $200. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 574.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10711 ............................................ 46:623

Section 10711 provides penalties for masters and own-

ers violating this chapter.

CHAPTER 109—PROCEEDINGS ON 
UNSEAWORTHINESS 

Sec. 

10901. Application. 
10902. Complaints of unfitness. 
10903. Proceedings on examination of vessel. 
10904. Refusal to proceed. 
10905. Complaints in foreign ports. 
10906. Discharge of crew for unsuitability. 
10907. Permission to make complaint. 
10908. Penalty for sending unseaworthy vessel to 

sea. 

§ 10901. Application 

This chapter applies to a vessel of the United 
States except a fishing or whaling vessel or a 
yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 575.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10901 ............................................ 46:653
46:654
46:655
46:656
46:658

Section 10901 provides that chapter 109 applies to all 

vessels of the United States except fishing vessels, 

whaling vessels or yachts. 

§ 10902. Complaints of unfitness 

(a)(1) If the chief and second mates or a major-
ity of the crew of a vessel ready to begin a voy-
age discover, before the vessel leaves harbor, 
that the vessel is unfit as to crew, hull, equip-
ment, tackle, machinery, apparel, furniture, 
provisions of food or water, or stores to proceed 
on the intended voyage and require the 
unfitness to be inquired into, the master imme-
diately shall apply to the district court of the 
United States at the place at which the vessel is 
located, or, if no court is being held at the place 
at which the vessel is located, to a judge or jus-
tice of the peace, for the appointment of sur-
veyors. At least 2 complaining seamen shall ac-
company the master to the judge or justice of 
the peace. 

(2) A master failing to comply with this sub-
section is liable to the United States Govern-
ment for a civil penalty of $500. 

(b)(1) Any 3 seamen of a vessel may complain 
that the provisions of food or water for the crew 
are, at any time, of bad quality, unfit for use, or 
deficient in quantity. The complaint may be 
made to the Secretary, commanding officer of a 
United States naval vessel, consular officer, or 
chief official of the Customs Service. 

(2) The Secretary, officer, or official shall ex-
amine, or have examined, the provisions of food 
or water. If the provisions are found to be of bad 
quality, unfit for use, or deficient in quantity, 
the person making the findings shall certify to 
the master of the vessel which provisions are of 
bad quality, unfit for use, or deficient. 

(3) The Secretary, officer, or official to whom 
the complaint was made shall—

(A) make an entry in the official logbook of 
the vessel on the results of the examination; 
and 

(B) submit a report on the examination to 
the district court of the United States at 
which the vessel is to arrive, with the report 
being admissible into evidence in any legal 
proceeding.

(4) The master is liable to the Government for 
a civil penalty of not more than $100 each time 
the master, on receiving the certification re-
ferred to in paragraph (2) of this subsection—

(A) does not provide other proper provisions 
of food or water, when available, in place of 
the provisions certified as of bad quality or 
unfit for use; 

(B) does not obtain sufficient provisions 
when the certification includes a finding of a 
deficiency in quantity; or 

(C) uses provisions certified to be of bad 
quality or unfit for use. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 575; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 422(b), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2439.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10902(a) ........................................ 46:653
10902(b) ........................................ 46:662

Section 10902 instructs the crew on making com-

plaints of unfitness of vessel with regard to equipment 

and provisions, and instructs the master on responding 

to those complaints, and provides a penalty for viola-

tions.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 103–206, § 422(b)(1), in-

serted ‘‘Secretary,’’ after ‘‘The complaint may be made 

to the’’ and struck out ‘‘Coast Guard shipping commis-

sioner,’’ after ‘‘consular officer,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2), (3). Pub. L. 103–206, § 422(b)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘The Secretary, officer,’’ for ‘‘The officer, 

commissioner,’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-

abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 

Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 

Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-

retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-

lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 

557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 

of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-

ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 

542 of Title 6. For establishment of U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection in the Department of Homeland Se-

curity, treated as if included in Pub. L. 107–296 as of 

Nov. 25, 2002, see section 211 of Title 6, as amended gen-

erally by Pub. L. 114–125, and section 802(b) of Pub. L. 

114–125, set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6. 

§ 10903. Proceedings on examination of vessel 

(a) On application made under section 10902(a) 
of this title, the judge or justice of the peace 
shall appoint 3 experienced and skilled marine 
surveyors to examine the vessel for the defects 
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or insufficiencies complained of. The surveyors 
have the authority to receive and consider evi-
dence necessary to evaluate the complaint. 
When the complaint involves provisions of food 
or water, one of the surveyors shall be a medical 
officer of the Public Health Service, if available. 
The surveyors shall make a report in writing, 
signed by at least 2 of them, stating whether the 
vessel is fit to proceed to sea or, if not, in what 
respect it is unfit, making appropriate rec-
ommendations about additional seamen, provi-
sions, or stores, or about physical repairs, alter-
ations, or additions necessary to make the ves-
sel fit. 

(b) On receiving the report, the judge or jus-
tice of the peace shall endorse on the report the 
judgment of the judge or justice on whether the 
vessel is fit to proceed on the voyage, and, if 
not, whether the vessel may proceed to another 
port at which the deficiencies can be corrected. 
The master and the crew shall comply with the 
judgment. 

(c) The master shall pay all costs of the sur-
vey, report, and judgment. However, if the com-
plaint of the crew appears in the report and 
judgment to have been without foundation, or if 
the complaint involved provisions of food or 
water, without reasonable grounds, the master 
or owner may deduct the amount of the costs 
and reasonable damages for the detention of the 
vessel, as determined by the judge or justice of 
the peace, from the wages of the complaining 
seamen. 

(d) A master of a vessel violating this section 
who refuses to pay the costs and wages is liable 
to the United States Government for a civil pen-
alty of $100 and is liable in damages to each per-
son injured by the refusal. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 575.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10903(a), (b) .................................. 46:654
10903(c) ........................................ 46:659
10903(d) ........................................ 46:660

Section 10903 provides for marine surveyors appointed 

by a judge or justice of the peace to inspect a vessel on 

which a complaint of unfitness was made, for a judge or 

justice of the peace to judge the fitness based on the 

findings, and for the payment of costs of the inspection 

by the master or the crew. It also includes a penalty for 

noncompliance. 

§ 10904. Refusal to proceed 

After a judgment under section 10903 of this 
title that a vessel is fit to proceed on the in-
tended voyage, or after the order of a judgment 
to make up deficiencies is complied with, if a 
seaman does not proceed on the voyage, the un-
paid wages of the seaman are forfeited. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 576.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10904 ............................................ 46:655

Section 10904 provides that if a vessel is found fit to 

proceed by a judge or justice of the peace and a seaman 

refuses to proceed, the seaman shall forfeit any unpaid 

wages. 

§ 10905. Complaints in foreign ports 

(a) When a complaint under section 10902(a) of 
this title is made in a foreign port, the proce-
dures of this chapter shall be followed, with a 
consular officer performing the duties of the 
judge or justice of the peace. 

(b) On review of the marine surveyors’ report, 
the consular officer may approve and must cer-
tify any part of the report with which the officer 
agrees. If the consular officer dissents from any 
part of the report, the officer shall certify rea-
sons for dissenting from that part. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 576.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10905 ............................................ 46:656
46:657

Section 10905 provides that if a complaint of unfitness 

is made in a foreign port, a consular officer shall per-

form the duties of a judge or justice of the peace. 

§ 10906. Discharge of crew for unsuitability 

When a survey is made at a foreign port, the 
surveyors shall state in the report whether, in 
their opinion, the vessel had been sent to sea un-
suitably provided in any important particular, 
by neglect or design or through mistake or acci-
dent. If by neglect or design, and the consular 
officer approves the finding, the officer shall dis-
charge a seaman requesting discharge and shall 
require the master to pay one month’s wages to 
that seaman in addition to wages then due, or 
sufficient money for the return of the seaman to 
the nearest and most convenient port of the 
United States, whichever is the greater amount. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 576.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10906 ............................................ 46:658

Section 10906 provides that if a consular officer finds 

that a vessel has been sent to sea in an unsuitable 

state, a crew member requesting discharge must be 

paid one month’s additional wages and passage to the 

United States. 

§ 10907. Permission to make complaint 

(a) A master may not refuse to permit, deny 
the opportunity to, or hinder a seaman who 
wishes to make a complaint authorized by this 
chapter. 

(b) A master violating this section is liable to 
the United States Government for civil penalty 
of $500. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 577.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10907 ............................................ 46:653
46:664

Section 10907 prohibits a master from hindering a sea-

man from making a complaint authorized by this chap-

ter and subjects the master to a fine for violation of 

this section. 
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§ 10908. Penalty for sending unseaworthy vessel 
to sea 

A person that knowingly sends or attempts to 
send, or that is a party to sending or attempting 
to send, a vessel of the United States to sea, in 
an unseaworthy state that is likely to endanger 
the life of an individual, shall be fined not more 
than $1,000, imprisoned for not more than 5 
years, or both. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 577.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

10908 ............................................ 46:658

Section 10908 provides a penalty for a person know-

ingly sending or attempting to send an unseaworthy 

vessel to sea.

CHAPTER 111—PROTECTION AND RELIEF 

Sec. 

11101. Accommodations for seamen. 

11102. Medicine chests. 

11103. Slop chests. 

11104. Destitute seamen. 

11105. Wages on discharge when vessel sold. 

11106. Wages on justifiable complaint of seamen. 

11107. Unlawful engagements void. 

11108. Taxes. 

11109. Attachment of wages. 

11110. Seamen’s clothing. 

11111. Limit on amount recoverable on voyage. 

11112. Master’s lien for wages. 

11113. Treatment of abandoned seafarers.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–281, title III, § 320(b), Dec. 18, 2014, 

128 Stat. 3054, added item 11113. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–307, § 1(19)(A), May 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 

446, added item 11112. 

§ 11101. Accommodations for seamen 

(a) On a merchant vessel of the United States 
the construction of which began after March 4, 
1915 (except a yacht, pilot vessel, or vessel of 
less than 100 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage 
measured under section 14302 of this title as pre-
scribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of 
this title)—

(1) each place appropriated to the crew of 
the vessel shall have a space of at least 120 
cubic feet and at least 16 square feet, meas-
ured on the floor or deck of that place, for 
each seaman or apprentice lodged in the ves-
sel; 

(2) each seaman shall have a separate berth 
and not more than one berth shall be placed 
one above another; 

(3) the place or berth shall be securely con-
structed, properly lighted, drained, heated, 
and ventilated, properly protected from 
weather and sea, and, as far as practicable, 
properly shut off and protected from the efflu-
vium of cargo or bilge water; and 

(4) crew space shall be kept free from goods 
or stores that are not the personal property of 
the crew occupying the place in use during the 
voyage.

(b) In addition to the requirements of sub-
section (a) of this section, a merchant vessel of 
the United States that in the ordinary course of 
trade makes a voyage of more than 3 days’ dura-
tion between ports and carries a crew of at least 
12 seamen shall have a hospital compartment, 
suitably separated from other spaces. The com-
partment shall have at least one bunk for each 
12 seamen constituting the crew (but not more 
than 6 bunks may be required). 

(c) A steam vessel of the United States oper-
ating on the Mississippi River or its tributaries 
shall provide, under the direction and approval 
of the Secretary, an appropriate place for the 
crew that shall conform to the requirements of 
this section, as far as they apply to the steam 
vessel, by providing a properly heated sleeping 
room in the engineroom of the steam vessel 
properly protected from the cold, wind, and rain 
by means of suitable awnings or screens on ei-
ther side of the guards or sides and forward, 
reaching from the boiler deck to the lower or 
main deck. 

(d) A merchant vessel of the United States, 
the construction of which began after March 4, 
1915, having more than 10 seamen on deck, shall 
have at least one lighted, clean, and properly 
heated and ventilated washing place. There shall 
be provided at least one washing outfit for each 
2 seamen of the watch. A separate washing place 
shall be provided for the fireroom and 
engineroom seamen, if their number is more 
than 10, that shall be large enough to accommo-
date at least one-sixth of them at the same 
time, and have a hot and cold water supply and 
a sufficient number of washbasins, sinks, and 
shower baths. 

(e) Forecastles shall be fumigated at intervals 
provided by regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, with the 
approval of the Secretary, and shall have at 
least 2 exits, one of which may be used in emer-
gencies. 

(f) The owner, charterer, managing operator, 
agent, master, or licensed individual of a vessel 
not complying with this section is liable to the 
United States Government for a civil penalty of 
at least $50 but not more than $500. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 577; Pub. L. 
99–36, § 1(a)(6), May 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 67; Pub. L. 
104–324, title VII, § 740, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3942.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11101 ............................................ 46:660–1

Section 11101 provides mandatory standards for crew 

accommodations and a penalty for noncompliance with 

those standards.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted ‘‘as meas-

ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate 

tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as 

prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this 

title’’ after ‘‘100 gross tons’’ in introductory provisions. 

1985—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–36 substituted ‘‘lighted’’ 

for ‘‘light’’. 
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§ 11102. Medicine chests 

(a) A vessel of the United States on a voyage 
from a port in the United States to a foreign 
port (except to a Canadian port), and a vessel of 
the United States of at least 75 gross tons as 
measured under section 14502 of this title, or an 
alternate tonnage measured under section 14302 
of this title as prescribed by the Secretary under 
section 14104 of this title on a voyage between a 
port of the United States on the Atlantic Ocean 
and Pacific Ocean, shall be provided with a med-
icine chest. 

(b) The owner and master of a vessel not 
equipped as required by subsection (a) of this 
section or a regulation prescribed under sub-
section (a) are liable to the United States Gov-
ernment for a civil penalty of $500. If the offense 
was due to the fault of the owner, a master pe-
nalized under this section has the right to re-
cover the penalty and costs from the owner. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 578; Pub. L. 
104–324, title VII, § 741, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3942.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11102(a) ........................................ 46:666
11102(b) ........................................ 46:667

Section 11102 requires that a United States vessel on 

a foreign or intercoastal domestic voyage be equipped 

with a medicine chest, and provides a penalty for non-

compliance. The Committee intends that regulation 

will provide for a well stocked medicine chest adequate 

for the crew of a vessel.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted ‘‘as meas-

ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate 

tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as 

prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this 

title’’ after ‘‘75 gross tons’’. 

§ 11103. Slop chests 

(a) A vessel to which section 11102 of this title 
applies shall be provided with a slop chest con-
taining sufficient clothing for the intended voy-
age for each seaman, including—

(1) boots or shoes; 
(2) hats or caps; 
(3) underclothing; 
(4) outer clothing; 
(5) foul weather clothing; 
(6) everything necessary for the wear of a 

seaman; and 
(7) a complete supply of tobacco and blan-

kets.

(b) Merchandise in the slop chest shall be sold 
to a seaman desiring it, for the use of the sea-
man, at a profit of not more than 10 percent of 
the reasonable wholesale value of the merchan-
dise at the port at which the voyage began. 

(c) This section does not apply to a vessel on 
a voyage to Canada, Bermuda, the West Indies, 
Mexico, or Central America, or a fishing or 
whaling vessel. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 578.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11103 ............................................ 46:670
46:671

Section 11103 requires that a United States vessel on 

a foreign or intercoastal domestic voyage be equipped 

with a slop chest and lists the items the slop chest 

must contain. 

§ 11104. Destitute seamen 

(a) A consular officer shall provide, for a des-
titute seaman of the United States, subsistence 
and passage to a port of the United States in the 
most reasonable manner, at the expense of the 
United States Government and subject to regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary of State. A 
seaman, if able, shall be required to perform du-
ties on the vessel giving the seaman passage, in 
accordance with the seaman’s rating. 

(b) A master of a vessel of the United States 
bound to a port of the United States shall take 
a destitute seaman on board at the request of a 
consular officer and transport the seaman to the 
United States. A master refusing to transport a 
destitute seaman when requested is liable to the 
United States Government for a civil penalty of 
$100. The certificate signed and sealed by a con-
sular officer is prima facie evidence of refusal. A 
master is not required to carry a destitute sea-
man if the seaman’s presence would cause the 
number of individuals on board to exceed the 
number permitted in the certificate of inspec-
tion or if the seaman has a contagious disease. 

(c) Compensation for the transportation of 
destitute seamen to the United States who are 
unable to work shall be agreed on by the master 
and the consular officer, under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of State. However, the 
compensation may be not more than the lowest 
passenger rate of the vessel, or 2 cents a mile, 
whichever is less. 

(d) When a master of a vessel of the United 
States takes on board a destitute seaman unable 
to work, from a port or place not having a con-
sular officer, for transportation to the United 
States or to a port at which there is a consular 
officer, the master or owner of the vessel shall 
be compensated reasonably under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of State. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 578.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11104(a) ........................................ 46:678
11104(b)–(d) .................................. 46:679

Section 11104 provides for the return to the United 

States of destitute seamen of the United States at the 

expense of the United States Government. 

§ 11105. Wages on discharge when vessel sold 

(a) When a vessel of the United States is sold 
in a foreign country, the master shall deliver to 
the consular officer a certified crew list and the 
agreement required by this part. The master 
shall pay each seaman the wages due the sea-
man and provide the seaman with employment 
on board another vessel of the United States 
bound for the port of original engagement of the 
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seaman or to another port agreed on. If employ-
ment cannot be provided, the master shall—

(1) provide the seaman with the means to re-
turn to the port of original engagement; 

(2) provide the seaman passage to the port of 
original engagement; or 

(3) deposit with the consular officer an 
amount of money considered sufficient by the 
officer to provide the seaman with mainte-
nance and passage home.

(b) The consular officer shall endorse on the 
agreement the particulars of the payment, pro-
vision, or deposit made under this section. 

(c) An owner of a vessel is liable to the United 
States Government for a civil penalty of $500 if 
the master does not comply with this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 579.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11105 ............................................ 46:684

Section 11105 provides that when a United States ves-

sel is sold in a foreign port, the seamen must be pro-

vided employment on another vessel, or passage to the 

port of original shipment. 

§ 11106. Wages on justifiable complaint of seamen 

(a) Before a seaman on a vessel of the United 
States is discharged in a foreign country by a 
consular officer on the seaman’s complaint that 
the agreement required by this part has been 
breached because the vessel is badly provisioned 
or unseaworthy, or against the officers for cruel 
treatment, the officer shall inquire about the 
complaint. If satisfied of the justice of the com-
plaint, the consular officer shall require the 
master to pay the wages due the seaman plus 
one month’s additional wages and shall dis-
charge the seaman. The master shall provide the 
seaman with employment on another vessel or 
provide the seaman with passage on another ves-
sel to the port of original engagement, to the 
most convenient port of the United States, or to 
some port agreeable to the seaman. 

(b) When a vessel does not have sufficient pro-
visions for the intended voyage, and the seaman 
has been forced to accept a reduced ration or 
provisions that are bad in quality or unfit for 
use, the seaman is entitled to recover from the 
master or owner an allowance, as additional 
wages, that the court hearing the case considers 
reasonable. 

(c) Subsection (b) of this section does not 
apply when the reduction in rations was for a 
period during which the seaman willfully and 
without sufficient cause failed to perform duties 
or was lawfully under confinement on board or 
on shore for misconduct, unless that reduction 
can be shown to have been unreasonable. 

(d) Subsection (b) of this section does not 
apply to a fishing or whaling vessel or a yacht. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 579.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11106(a) ........................................ 46:685
11106(b)–(d) .................................. 46:665

Section 11106 provides compensation to seamen on 

United States vessels when a shipping agreement is 

breached. It does not apply to fishing vessels, whaling 

vessels or yachts. 

§ 11107. Unlawful engagements void 

An engagement of a seaman contrary to a law 
of the United States is void. A seaman so en-
gaged may leave the service of the vessel at any 
time and is entitled to recover the highest rate 
of wages at the port from which the seaman was 
engaged or the amount agreed to be given the 
seaman at the time of engagement, whichever is 
higher. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 580.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11107 ............................................ 46:578

Section 11107 entitles seamen engaged contrary to 

any United States law to leave the service of the vessel 

without loss of wages. 

§ 11108. Taxes 

(a) WITHHOLDING.—Wages due or accruing to a 
master or seaman on a vessel in the foreign, 
coastwise, intercoastal, interstate, or non-
contiguous trade or an individual employed on a 
fishing vessel or any fish processing vessel may 
not be withheld under the tax laws of a State or 
a political subdivision of a State. However, this 
section does not prohibit withholding wages of a 
seaman on a vessel in the coastwise trade be-
tween ports in the same State if the withholding 
is under a voluntary agreement between the sea-
man and the employer of the seaman. 

(b) LIABILITY.—
(1) LIMITATION ON JURISDICTION TO TAX.—An 

individual to whom this subsection applies is 
not subject to the income tax laws of a State 
or political subdivision of a State, other than 
the State and political subdivision in which 
the individual resides, with respect to com-
pensation for the performance of duties de-
scribed in paragraph (2). 

(2) APPLICATION.—This subsection applies to 
an individual—

(A) engaged on a vessel to perform as-
signed duties in more than one State as a 
pilot licensed under section 7101 of this title 
or licensed or authorized under the laws of a 
State; or 

(B) who performs regularly assigned duties 
while engaged as a master, officer, or crew-
man on a vessel operating on navigable wa-
ters in 2 or more States. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 580; Pub. L. 
98–364, title IV, § 402(14), July 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 
450; Pub. L. 106–489, § 1, Nov. 9, 2000, 114 Stat. 
2207; Pub. L. 111–281, title IX, § 906, Oct. 15, 2010, 
124 Stat. 3012.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11108 ............................................ 46:601

Section 11108 prohibits the mandatory withholding of 

state or local taxes from crewmembers on certain spec-

ified vessels. It permits, however, voluntary with-

holding agreements.
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 111–281 amended sub-

par. (B) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (B) 

read as follows: ‘‘who performs regularly-assigned du-

ties while engaged as a master, officer, or crewman on 

a vessel operating on the navigable waters of more than 

one State.’’
2000—Pub. L. 106–489 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b). 
1984—Pub. L. 98–364 substituted ‘‘an individual em-

ployed on a fishing vessel or any fish processing vessel’’ 

for ‘‘a fisherman employed on a fishing vessel’’. 

§ 11109. Attachment of wages 

(a) Wages due or accruing to a master or sea-
man are not subject to attachment or arrest-
ment from any court, except for an order of a 
court about the payment by a master or seaman 
of any part of the master’s or seaman’s wages 
for the support and maintenance of the spouse 
or minor children of the master or seaman, or 
both. A payment of wages to a master or seaman 
is valid, notwithstanding any prior sale or as-
signment of wages or any attachment, encum-
brance, or arrestment of the wages. 

(b) An assignment or sale of wages or salvage 
made before the payment of wages does not bind 
the party making it, except allotments author-
ized by section 10315 of this title. 

(c) This section applies to an individual em-
ployed on a fishing vessel or any fish processing 
vessel. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 580; Pub. L. 
98–364, title IV, § 402(15), July 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 
450.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11109 ............................................ 46:601

Section 11109 limits the attachment of a seaman’s 

wages and establishes certain rules for the assignment 

of a seaman’s wages. It also applies to fishermen on 

fishing vessels.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–364 substituted ‘‘an indi-

vidual employed on a fishing vessel or any fish proc-

essing vessel’’ for ‘‘a fisherman on a fishing vessel’’. 

§ 11110. Seamen’s clothing 

The clothing of a seaman is exempt from at-
tachments and liens. A person detaining a sea-
man’s clothing shall be fined not more than $500, 
imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 580.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11110 ............................................ 46:563

Section 11110 exempts seamen’s clothing from attach-

ments and liens. It also provides a penalty for viola-

tions. 

§ 11111. Limit on amount recoverable on voyage 

When a seaman is on a voyage on which a 
written agreement is required under this part, 

not more than $1 is recoverable from the seaman 
by a person for a debt incurred by the seaman 
during the voyage for which the seaman is 
signed on until the voyage is ended. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 581.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11111 ............................................ 46:602

Section 11111 limits the amount of money recoverable 

from a seaman for a debt incurred while on a voyage on 

which a shipping agreement is required. 

§ 11112. Master’s lien for wages 

The master of a documented vessel has the 
same lien against the vessel for the master’s 
wages and the same priority as any other sea-
man serving on the vessel. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–307, § 1(19)(B), May 19, 1986, 100 
Stat. 446.) 

§ 11113. Treatment of abandoned seafarers 

(a) ABANDONED SEAFARERS FUND.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 

the Treasury a separate account to be known 
as the Abandoned Seafarers Fund. 

(2) AUTHORIZED USES.—Amounts in the Fund 
may be appropriated to the Secretary for use—

(A) to pay necessary support of a sea-
farer—

(i) who—
(I) was paroled into the United States 

under section 212(d)(5) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(d)(5)), or for whom the Secretary has 
requested parole under such section; and 

(II) is involved in an investigation, re-
porting, documentation, or adjudication 
of any matter that is related to the ad-
ministration or enforcement of law by 
the Coast Guard; or

(ii) who—
(I) is physically present in the United 

States; 
(II) the Secretary determines was 

abandoned in the United States; and 
(III) has not applied for asylum under 

the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.); and

(B) to reimburse a vessel owner or operator 
for the costs of necessary support of a sea-
farer who has been paroled into the United 
States to facilitate an investigation, report-
ing, documentation, or adjudication of any 
matter that is related to the administration 
or enforcement of law by the Coast Guard, 
if—

(i) the vessel owner or operator is not 
convicted of a criminal offense related to 
such matter; or 

(ii) the Secretary determines that reim-
bursement is appropriate.

(3) CREDITING OF AMOUNTS TO FUND.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), there shall be credited to 
the Fund the following: 

(i) Penalties deposited in the Fund under 
section 9 of the Act to Prevent Pollution 
from Ships (33 U.S.C. 1908). 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘2(a)(9)(a)’’. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘33 U.S.C. 1901(a)(9)(a)))’’.

(ii) Amounts reimbursed or recovered 
under subsection (c).

(B) LIMITATION.—Amounts may be credited 
to the Fund under subparagraph (A) only if 
the unobligated balance of the Fund is less 
than $5,000,000.

(4) REPORT REQUIRED.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (5), on the date on which the Presi-
dent submits each budget for a fiscal year pur-
suant to section 1105 of title 31, the Secretary 
shall submit to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a 
report that describes—

(A) the amounts credited to the Fund 
under paragraph (3) for the preceding fiscal 
year; and 

(B) amounts in the Fund that were ex-
pended for the preceding fiscal year.

(5) NO REPORT REQUIRED.—A report under 
paragraph (4) shall not be required if there 
were no expenditures from the Fund in the 
preceding fiscal year. The Commandant shall 
notify Congress in the event a report is not re-
quired under paragraph (4) by reason of this 
paragraph.

(b) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section shall 
be construed—

(1) to create a private right of action or any 
other right, benefit, or entitlement to nec-
essary support for any person; or 

(2) to compel the Secretary to pay or reim-
burse the cost of necessary support.

(c) REIMBURSEMENT; RECOVERY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—A vessel owner or operator 

shall reimburse the Fund an amount equal to 
the total amount paid from the Fund for nec-
essary support of a seafarer, if—

(A) the vessel owner or operator—
(i) during the course of an investigation, 

reporting, documentation, or adjudication 
of any matter that the Coast Guard re-
ferred to a United States attorney or the 
Attorney General, fails to provide nec-
essary support of a seafarer who was pa-
roled into the United States to facilitate 
the investigation, reporting, documenta-
tion, or adjudication; and 

(ii) subsequently is—
(I) convicted of a criminal offense re-

lated to such matter; or 
(II) required to reimburse the Fund 

pursuant to a court order or negotiated 
settlement related to such matter; or

(B) the vessel owner or operator abandons 
a seafarer in the United States, as deter-
mined by the Secretary based on substantial 
evidence.

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—If a vessel owner or oper-
ator fails to reimburse the Fund under para-
graph (1) within 60 days after receiving a writ-
ten, itemized description of reimbursable ex-
penses and a demand for payment, the Sec-
retary may—

(A) proceed in rem against the vessel on 
which the seafarer served in the Federal dis-
trict court for the district in which the ves-
sel is found; and 

(B) withhold or revoke the clearance re-
quired under section 60105 for the vessel and 
any other vessel operated by the same oper-
ator (as that term is defined in section 
2(a)(9)(A) 1 of the Act to Prevent Pollution 
from Ships (33 U.S.C. 1901(a)(9)(A)) 2 as the 
vessel on which the seafarer served. 

(3) OBTAINING CLEARANCE.—A vessel may ob-
tain clearance from the Secretary after it is 
withheld or revoked under paragraph (2)(B) if 
the vessel owner or operator—

(A) reimburses the Fund the amount re-
quired under paragraph (1); or 

(B) provides a bond, or other evidence of fi-
nancial responsibility, sufficient to meet the 
amount required to be reimbursed under 
paragraph (1).

(4) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
shall notify the vessel at least 72 hours before 
taking any action under paragraph (2)(B).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ABANDONS; ABANDONED.—Each of the 

terms ‘‘abandons’’ and ‘‘abandoned’’ means—
(A) a vessel owner’s or operator’s unilat-

eral severance of ties with a seafarer; or 
(B) a vessel owner’s or operator’s failure to 

provide necessary support of a seafarer.

(2) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund’’ means the 
Abandoned Seafarers Fund established under 
this section. 

(3) NECESSARY SUPPORT.—The term ‘‘nec-
essary support’’ means normal wages and ex-
penses the Secretary considers reasonable for 
lodging, subsistence, clothing, medical care 
(including hospitalization), repatriation, and 
any other support the Secretary considers to 
be appropriate. 

(4) SEAFARER.—The term ‘‘seafarer’’ means 
an alien crew member who is employed or en-
gaged in any capacity on board a vessel sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States. 

(5) VESSEL SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘vessel subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 
70502(c), except that it does not include a ves-
sel that is—

(A) owned, or operated under a bareboat 
charter, by the United States, a State or po-
litical subdivision thereof, or a foreign na-
tion; and 

(B) not engaged in commerce. 

(Added Pub. L. 113–281, title III, § 320(a), Dec. 18, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3051; amended Pub. L. 114–120, title 
III, § 306(a)(7), Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 54; Pub. L. 
115–232, div. C, title XXXV, § 3546(i), Aug. 13, 2018, 
132 Stat. 2326; Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title 
LVXXXII [LXXXII], § 8240(d), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 
Stat. 4667.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Immigration and Nationality Act, referred to in 

subsec. (a)(2)(A)(ii)(III), is act June 27, 1952, ch. 477, 66 

Stat. 163, which is classified principally to chapter 12 
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(§ 1101 et seq.) of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 1101 of Title 8 

and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8240(d)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘Except as provided in paragraph (5), on the 

date’’ for ‘‘On the date’’ in introductory provisions. 
Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8240(d)(2), added par. 

(5). 
2018—Subsec. (a)(4)(A). Pub. L. 115–232, § 3546(i)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘paragraph (3)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (2)’’. 
Subsec. (c)(2)(B). Pub. L. 115–232, § 3546(i)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 2(a)(9)(A)’’ for ‘‘section 2(9)(a)’’ and 

‘‘33 U.S.C. 1901(a)(9)(A)’’ for ‘‘33 U.S.C. 1901(9)(a)’’. 
2016—Subsec. (c)(1)(A)(i). Pub. L. 114–120 struck out 

‘‘under this Act’’ after ‘‘any matter’’.

CHAPTER 112—MERCHANT MARINER 
BENEFITS 

Sec. 

11201. Eligibility for veterans’ burial and cemetery 

benefits. 
11202. Qualified service. 
11203. Documentation of qualified service. 
11204. Processing fees. 

§ 11201. Eligibility for veterans’ burial and ceme-
tery benefits 

(a) ELIGIBILITY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The qualified service of an 

individual referred to in paragraph (2) shall be 
considered to be active duty in the Armed 
Forces during a period of war for purposes of 
eligibility for benefits under the following pro-
visions of title 38: 

(A) Chapter 23 (relating to burial benefits). 
(B) Chapter 24 (relating to interment in 

national cemeteries).

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—Paragraph (1) ap-
plies to an individual who—

(A) receives an honorable service certifi-
cate under section 11203 of this title; and 

(B) is not eligible under any other provi-
sion of law for benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(b) REIMBURSEMENT FOR BENEFITS PROVIDED.—
The Secretary shall reimburse the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for the value of benefits that 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs provides for an 
individual by reason of eligibility under this sec-
tion. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—
(1) GENERAL RULE.—Benefits may be pro-

vided under the provisions of law referred to in 
subsection (a)(1) by reason of this chapter only 
for deaths occurring after the date of the en-
actment of this chapter. 

(2) BURIALS, ETC. IN NATIONAL CEMETERIES.—
Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of 
an initial burial or columbarium placement 
after the date of the enactment of this chap-
ter, benefits may be provided under chapter 24 
of title 38 by reason of this chapter (regardless 
of the date of death), and in such a case bene-
fits may be provided under section 2306 of such 
title. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–368, title IV, § 402(a), Nov. 11, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3336; amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. 
G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV], § 8505(b)(11), Jan. 1, 
2021, 134 Stat. 4751.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this chapter, referred to 

in subsec. (c), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

105–368, which was approved Nov. 11, 1998. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283 substituted ‘‘an individual’’ for 

‘‘a person’’ wherever appearing. 

§ 11202. Qualified service 

For purposes of this chapter, an individual 
shall be considered to have engaged in qualified 
service if, between August 16, 1945, and Decem-
ber 31, 1946, the individual—

(1) was a member of the United States mer-
chant marine (including the Army Transport 
Service and the Naval Transport Service) serv-
ing as a crewmember of a vessel that was—

(A) operated by the War Shipping Adminis-
tration or the Office of Defense Transpor-
tation (or an agent of the Administration or 
Office); 

(B) operated in waters other than inland 
waters, the Great Lakes, and other lakes, 
bays, and harbors of the United States; 

(C) under contract or charter to, or prop-
erty of, the Government of the United 
States; and 

(D) serving the Armed Forces; and

(2) while so serving, was licensed or other-
wise documented for service as a crewmember 
of such a vessel by an officer or employee of 
the United States authorized to license or doc-
ument the individual for such service. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–368, title IV, § 402(a), Nov. 11, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3336; amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. 
G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV], § 8505(b)(12), Jan. 1, 
2021, 134 Stat. 4752.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283 substituted ‘‘an individual’’ for 

‘‘a person’’ in introductory provisions and ‘‘the indi-

vidual’’ for ‘‘the person’’ in introductory provisions and 

in par. (2). 

§ 11203. Documentation of qualified service 

(a) RECORD OF SERVICE.—The Secretary, or in 
the case of personnel of the Army Transport 
Service or the Naval Transport Service, the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall, upon application—

(1) issue a certificate of honorable service to 
an individual who, as determined by that Sec-
retary, engaged in qualified service of a nature 
and duration that warrants issuance of the 
certificate; and 

(2) correct, or request the appropriate offi-
cial of the Federal Government to correct, the 
service records of that individual to the extent 
necessary to reflect the qualified service and 
the issuance of the certificate of honorable 
service.

(b) TIMING OF DOCUMENTATION.—A Secretary 
receiving an application under subsection (a) 
shall act on the application not later than 1 year 
after the date of that receipt. 

(c) STANDARDS RELATING TO SERVICE.—In mak-
ing a determination under subsection (a)(1), the 
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Secretary acting on the application shall apply 
the same standards relating to the nature and 
duration of service that apply to the issuance of 
honorable discharges under section 401(a)(1)(B) 
of the GI Bill Improvement Act of 1977 (38 U.S.C. 
106 note). 

(d) CORRECTION OF RECORDS.—An official who 
is requested under subsection (a)(2) to correct 
the service records of an individual shall make 
such correction. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–368, title IV, § 402(a), Nov. 11, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3337; amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. 
G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV], § 8505(b)(13), Jan. 1, 
2021, 134 Stat. 4752.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 401(a)(1)(B) of the GI Bill Improvement Act of 

1977, referred to in subsec. (c), is section 401(a)(1)(B) of 

Pub. L. 95–202, which is set out as a note under section 

106 of Title 38, Veterans’ Benefits. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283, § 8505(b)(13)(A), substituted ‘‘an 

individual’’ for ‘‘a person’’ in subsecs. (a)(1) and (d). 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8505(b)(13)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘that individual’’ for ‘‘that person’’. 

§ 11204. Processing fees 

(a) COLLECTION OF FEES.—The Secretary, or in 
the case of personnel of the Army Transport 
Service or the Naval Transport Service, the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall collect a fee of $30 from 
each applicant for processing an application sub-
mitted under section 11203(a) of this title. 

(b) TREATMENT OF FEES COLLECTED.—Amounts 
received by the Secretary under this section 
shall be deposited in the General Fund of the 
Treasury as offsetting receipts of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating and 
ascribed to Coast Guard activities. Amounts re-
ceived by the Secretary of Defense under this 
section shall be deposited in the General Fund of 
the Treasury as offsetting receipts of the De-
partment of Defense. In either case, such 
amounts shall be available, subject to appropria-
tion, for the administrative costs of processing 
applications under section 11203 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–368, title IV, § 402(a), Nov. 11, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3337.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

CHAPTER 113—OFFICIAL LOGBOOKS 

Sec. 

11301. Logbook and entry requirements. 

11302. Manner of making entries. 

11303. Penalties. 

11304. Additional logbook and entry requirements.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Pub. L. 111–281, title VI, § 607(b), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 

Stat. 2967, added item 11304. 

§ 11301. Logbook and entry requirements 

(a) Except a vessel on a voyage from a port in 
the United States to a port in Canada, a vessel 
of the United States shall have an official log-
book if the vessel is—

(1) on a voyage from a port in the United 
States to a foreign port; or 

(2) of at least 100 gross tons as measured 
under section 14502 of this title, or an alter-
nate tonnage measured under section 14302 of 
this title as prescribed by the Secretary under 
section 14104 of this title and is on a voyage 
between a port of the United States on the At-
lantic Ocean and on the Pacific Ocean.

(b) The master of the vessel shall make or 
have made in the official logbook the following 
entries: 

(1) each legal conviction of a seaman of the 
vessel and the punishment inflicted. 

(2) each offense committed by a seaman of 
the vessel for which it is intended to prosecute 
or to enforce under a forfeiture, together with 
statements about reading the entry and the 
reply made to the charge as required by sec-
tion 11502 of this title. 

(3) each offense for which punishment is in-
flicted on board and the punishment inflicted. 

(4) a statement of the conduct, character, 
and qualifications of each seaman of the vessel 
or a statement that the master declines to 
give an opinion about that conduct, character, 
and qualifications. 

(5) each illness of or injury to a seaman of 
the vessel, the nature of the illness or injury, 
and the medical treatment. 

(6) each death on board, with the cause of 
death, and if a seaman, the information re-
quired by section 10702 of this title. 

(7) each birth on board, with the sex of the 
infant and name of the parents. 

(8) each marriage on board, with the names 
and ages of the parties. 

(9) the name of each seaman who ceases to 
be a crewmember (except by death), with the 
place, time, manner, and the cause why the 
seaman ceased to be a crewmember. 

(10) the wages due to a seaman who dies dur-
ing the voyage and the gross amount of all de-
ductions to be made from the wages. 

(11) the sale of the property of a seaman who 
dies during the voyage, including a statement 
of each article sold and the amount received 
for the property. 

(12) when a marine casualty occurs, a state-
ment about the casualty and the cir-
cumstances under which it occurred, made im-
mediately after the casualty when practicable 
to do so. 

(13) when a vessel fails to carry out ballast 
water management requirements as applicable 
and pursuant to regulations promulgated by 
the Secretary, including when the vessel fails 
to carry out ballast water management re-
quirements due to an allowed safety exemp-
tion, a statement regarding the failure to 
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comply and the circumstances under which 
the failure occurred, made immediately after 
the failure, when practicable to do so. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 581; Pub. L. 
98–557, § 30, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2875; Pub. L. 
104–324, title VII, § 742, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3942; Pub. L. 115–282, title IX, § 903(d), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4357.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11301 ............................................ 46:201

Section 11301 requires United States vessels on cer-

tain types of voyages to have an official logbook and 

lists the types of entries that must be made in the log-

book.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b)(13). Pub. L. 115–282 added par. (13). 

1996—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted ‘‘as meas-

ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate 

tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as 

prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this 

title’’ after ‘‘100 gross tons’’. 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–557 amended subsec. (a) 

generally, which prior to amendment read as follows: 

‘‘A vessel of the United States on a voyage between a 

port in the United States and a port in a foreign coun-

try, and a vessel of the United States of at least 75 

gross tons on a voyage between a port of the United 

States on the Atlantic Ocean and a port of the United 

States on the Pacific Ocean, shall have an official log-

book.’’

§ 11302. Manner of making entries 

Each entry made in the official logbook—
(1) shall be made as soon as possible after 

the occurrence; 
(2) if not made on the day of the occurrence, 

shall be dated and state the date of the occur-
rence; 

(3) if the entry is about an occurrence hap-
pening before the vessel’s arrival at the final 
port of discharge, shall be made not later than 
24 hours after the arrival; 

(4) shall be signed by the master; and 
(5) shall be signed by the chief mate or an-

other seaman. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 581.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11302 ............................................ 46:202

Section 11302 describes the manner in which entries 

shall be made in the logbook, specifying when they 

shall be made, who shall sign them, and requiring that 

they shall be dated. 

§ 11303. Penalties 

(a) A master failing to maintain an official 
logbook as required by this part is liable to the 
United States Government for a civil penalty of 
$200. 

(b) A master failing to make an entry in the 
vessel’s official logbook as required by this part 
is liable to the Government for a civil penalty of 
$200. 

(c) A person is liable to the Government for a 
civil penalty of $150 when the person makes, pro-
cures to be made, or assists in making, an entry 
in the vessel’s official logbook—

(1) later than 24 hours after the vessel’s ar-
rival at the final port of discharge; and 

(2) that is about an occurrence that hap-
pened before that arrival. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 582.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11303 ............................................ 46:203

Section 11303 provides a penalty for violation of the 

provisions about logbooks in this part. 

§ 11304. Additional logbook and entry require-
ments 

(a) A vessel of the United States that is sub-
ject to inspection under section 3301 of this title, 
except a vessel on a voyage from a port in the 
United States to a port in Canada, shall have a 
logbook, which may be in any form, including 
electronic, and shall be kept available for review 
by the Secretary on request. 

(b) The logbook required by subsection (a) 
shall include the following entries: 

(1) The time when each seaman and each of-
ficer assumed or relieved the watch. 

(2) The number of hours in service to the 
vessels of each seaman and each officer. 

(3) Each illness of, and injury to, a seaman of 
the vessel, the nature of the illness or injury, 
and the medical treatment provided for the in-
jury or illness. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–281, title VI, § 607(a), Oct. 15, 
2010, 124 Stat. 2967; amended Pub. L. 115–282, title 
V, § 511, Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4274.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–282, § 511(a)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘a logbook, which may be in any form, includ-

ing electronic, and’’ for ‘‘an official logbook, which’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115–282, § 511(b), which directed 

amendment of section 11304(b), without specifying the 

title to be amended, by substituting ‘‘logbook’’ for ‘‘log 

book’’, was executed to this section in the introductory 

provisions of subsec. (b), to reflect the probable intent 

of Congress. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 115–282, § 511(a)(2), amended par. 

(3) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘An account of each accident, illness, and injury 

that occurs during each watch.’’

CHAPTER 115—OFFENSES AND PENALTIES 

Sec. 

11501. Penalties for specified offenses. 

11502. Entry of offenses in logbook. 

11503. Duties of consular officers related to insubor-

dination. 

11504. Enforcement of forfeitures. 

11505. Disposal of forfeitures. 

11506. Carrying sheath knives. 

11507. Surrender of offending officers. 

§ 11501. Penalties for specified offenses 

When a seaman lawfully engaged commits any 
of the following offenses, the seaman shall be 
punished as specified: 
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(1) For desertion, the seaman forfeits any 
part of the money or property the seaman 
leaves on board and any part of earned wages. 

(2) For neglecting or refusing without rea-
sonable cause to join the seaman’s vessel or to 
proceed to sea in the vessel, for absence with-
out leave within 24 hours of the vessel’s sailing 
from a port (at the beginning or during the 
voyage), or for absence without leave from du-
ties and without sufficient reason, the seaman 
forfeits from the seaman’s wages not more 
than 2 days’ pay or a sufficient amount to de-
fray expenses incurred in hiring a substitute. 

(3) For quitting the vessel without leave 
after the vessel’s arrival at the port of deliv-
ery and before the vessel is placed in security, 
the seaman forfeits from the seaman’s wages 
not more than one month’s pay. 

(4) For willful disobedience to a lawful com-
mand at sea, the seaman, at the discretion of 
the master, may be confined until the disobe-
dience ends, and on arrival in port forfeits 
from the seaman’s wages not more than 4 
days’ pay or, at the discretion of the court, 
may be imprisoned for not more than one 
month. 

(5) For continued willful disobedience to 
lawful command or continued willful neglect 
of duty at sea, the seaman, at the discretion of 
the master, may be confined, on water and 
1,000 calories, with full rations every 5th day, 
until the disobedience ends, and on arrival in 
port forfeits, for each 24 hours’ continuance of 
the disobedience or neglect, not more than 12 
days’ pay or, at the discretion of the court, 
may be imprisoned for not more than 3 
months. 

(6) For assaulting a master, mate, pilot, en-
gineer, or staff officer, the seaman shall be im-
prisoned for not more than 2 years. 

(7) For willfully damaging the vessel, or em-
bezzling or willfully damaging any of the 
stores or cargo, the seaman forfeits from the 
seaman’s wages the amount of the loss sus-
tained and, at the discretion of the court, may 
be imprisoned for not more than 12 months. 

(8) For smuggling for which a seaman is con-
victed causing loss or damage to the owner or 
master, the seaman is liable to the owner or 
master for the loss or damage, and any part of 
the seaman’s wages may be retained to satisfy 
the liability. The seaman also may be impris-
oned for not more than 12 months. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 582.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11501 ............................................ 46:701

Section 11501 provides penalties for specific offenses 

committed by seamen. 

§ 11502. Entry of offenses in logbook 

(a) When an offense listed in section 11501 of 
this title is committed, an entry shall be made 
in the vessel’s official logbook—

(1) on the day of the offense; 
(2) stating the details; 
(3) signed by the master; and 
(4) signed by the chief mate or another sea-

man.

(b) Before arrival in port if the offense was 
committed at sea, or before departure if the of-
fense was committed in port and the offender is 
still on the vessel—

(1) the entry shall be read to the offender; 
(2) the offender shall be given a copy; and 
(3) the offender shall be given the oppor-

tunity to reply.

(c) After subsection (b) of this section has been 
complied with, an entry shall be made in the of-
ficial logbook—

(1) stating that the entry about the offense 
was read and a copy provided to the offender; 

(2) stating the offender’s reply; 
(3) signed by the master; and 
(4) signed by the chief mate or another sea-

man.

(d) In a subsequent legal proceeding, if the en-
tries required by this section are not produced 
or proved, the court may refuse to receive evi-
dence of the offense. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 583.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11502 ............................................ 46:702

Section 11502 describes the manner in which offenses 

must be recorded in the official logbook, and the use of 

the records by the court. 

§ 11503. Duties of consular officers related to in-
subordination 

(a) A consular officer shall use every means to 
discountenance insubordination on vessels of 
the United States, including employing the aid 
of local authorities. 

(b) When a seaman is accused of insubordina-
tion, a consular officer shall inquire into the 
facts and proceed as provided in section 11106 of 
this title. If the consular officer discharges the 
seaman, the officer shall endorse the agreement 
required by this part and enter in the vessel’s of-
ficial logbook the cause and particulars of the 
discharge. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 583.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11503 ............................................ 46:703

Section 11503 delegates to consular officers certain 

responsibilities related to insubordination of seamen 

on United States vessels. 

§ 11504. Enforcement of forfeitures 

When an offense by a seaman also is a crimi-
nal violation, it is not necessary that a criminal 
proceeding be brought to enforce a forfeiture. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11504 ............................................ 46:705

Section 11504 provides that when a seaman has com-

mitted a criminal offense, a forfeiture may be enforced 

through civil proceedings. 
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§ 11505. Disposal of forfeitures 

(a) Money, property, and wages forfeited under 
this chapter for desertion may be applied to 
compensate the owner or master of the vessel 
for expenses caused by the desertion. The bal-
ance shall be transferred to the appropriate dis-
trict court of the United States when the voyage 
is completed. 

(b) If it appears to the district court that the 
forfeiture was imposed properly, the property 
transferred may be sold in the same manner pre-
scribed for the disposition of the property of de-
ceased seamen. The court shall deposit in the 
Treasury as miscellaneous receipts the proceeds 
of the sale and any money and wages transferred 
to the court. 

(c) When an owner or master fails to transfer 
the balance as required under subsection (a) of 
this section, the owner or master is liable to the 
United States Government for a civil penalty of 
2 times the amount of the balance, recoverable 
by the Secretary in the same manner that sea-
man’s wages are recovered. 

(d) In all other cases of forfeiture of wages, the 
forfeiture shall be for the benefit of the owner of 
the vessel. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 584; Pub. L. 
103–206, title IV, § 421, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2438.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11505 ............................................ 46:706

Section 11505 provides for the disposal of wages for-

feited by deserting seamen.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–206, § 421(1), substituted 

‘‘The balance shall be transferred to the appropriate 

district court of the United States when the voyage is 

completed.’’ for ‘‘The balance shall be transferred to 

the Secretary when the voyage is completed, as pre-

scribed by the Secretary.’’
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–206, § 421(2), struck out at be-

ginning ‘‘Within one month of receiving the balance 

under subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary shall 

transfer the balance to the appropriate district court of 

the United States.’’

§ 11506. Carrying sheath knives 

A seaman in the merchant marine may not 
wear a sheath knife on board a vessel without 
the consent of the master. The master of a ves-
sel of the United States shall inform each sea-
man of this prohibition before engagement. A 
master failing to advise a seaman is liable to the 
United States Government for a civil penalty of 
$50. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11506 ............................................ 46:710

Section 11506 prohibits a merchant seaman from car-

rying a sheath knife without permission of the master, 

and penalizes a master who does not advise a seaman of 

this provision. 

§ 11507. Surrender of offending officers 

When an officer of a vessel of the United 
States (except the master) has violated section 
2191 of title 18, and the master has actual knowl-
edge of the offense or if complaint is made with-
in 3 days after reaching port, the master shall 
surrender the offending officer to the proper au-
thorities. If the master fails to use diligence to 
comply with this section and the offender es-
capes, the owner, the master, and the vessel are 
liable for damages to the individual unlawfully 
punished. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

11507 ............................................ 46:712

Section 11507 requires a master of a vessel of the 

United States to surrender to the proper authorities 

any officer who has violated section 2191 of title 18 

(which provides a penalty for cruelty to seamen by offi-

cers), and penalizes the master for noncompliance.

PART H—IDENTIFICATION OF VESSELS

CHAPTER 121—DOCUMENTATION OF 
VESSELS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

Sec. 

12101. Definitions. 

12102. Vessels requiring documentation. 

12103. General eligibility requirements. 

12104. Applications for documentation. 

12105. Issuance of documentation. 

12106. Surrender of title and number. 

12107. Wrecked vessels. 

12108. Authority to extend duration of vessel certifi-

cates. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ENDORSEMENTS AND SPECIAL 

DOCUMENTATION 

12111. Registry endorsement. 

12112. Coastwise endorsement. 

12113. Fishery endorsement. 

12114. Recreational endorsement. 

12115. Temporary endorsement for vessels procured 

outside the United States. 

12116. Limited endorsements for Guam, American 

Samoa, and Northern Mariana Islands. 

12117. Oil spill response vessels. 

12118. Owners engaged primarily in manufacturing 

or mineral industry. 

12119. Owners engaged primarily in leasing or fi-

nancing transactions. 

12120. Liquified gas tankers. 

12121. Small passenger vessels and uninspected pas-

senger vessels. 

SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS 

12131. Command of documented vessels. 

12132. Loss of coastwise trade privileges. 

12133. Duty to carry certificate on vessel and allow 

examination. 

12134. Evidentiary uses of documentation. 

12135. Invalidation of certificates of documentation. 

12136. Surrender of certificates of documentation. 

12137. Recording of vessels built in the United 

States. 

12138. List of documented vessels. 

12139. Reports. 

12140. Investigations by Secretary. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—PENALTIES 

12151. Penalties. 
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