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section was enacted, consisted only of sections 1 to 9, 
which are classified generally to this subchapter. Pub. 
L. 89–688, § 2, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 1001, redesignated the 
Act as title I and made conforming amendments, sub-
stituting references to title I for previous references to 
the Act as a whole, but not in subsec. (a)(7) of this sec-
tion. Pub. L. 89–454 was amended by Pub. L. 89–688 by 
adding title II, which is classified generally to sub-
chapter II of this chapter, and later by Pub. L. 92–583 by 
adding title III, which is classified generally to chapter 
33 (§ 1451 et seq.) of Title 16, Conservation. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 89–688 substituted ‘‘this 
title’’ for ‘‘this Act’’, which, for purposes of codifica-
tion has been changed to ‘‘this subchapter’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TERMINATION OF COUNCIL 

National Council on Marine Resources and Engineer-
ing, established under section 1102 of this title, termi-
nated Apr. 30, 1971, for lack of funds. See Codification 
note set out under section 1102 of this title. 

§§ 1104, 1105. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 1104, Pub. L. 89–454, title I, § 5, June 17, 1966, 
80 Stat. 205; Pub. L. 89–688, § 2(b), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1001; Pub. L. 90–242, § 1, Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 780, estab-
lished the Commission on Marine Science, Engineering, 
and Resources. For expiration of the Commission, see 
Codification note set out under section 1102 of this 
title. 

Section 1105, Pub. L. 89–454, title I, § 6, June 17, 1966, 
80 Stat. 207, provided for the National Council on Ma-
rine Resources and Engineering Development to coordi-
nate a program of international cooperation with re-
spect to work done pursuant to this chapter. For expi-
ration of the Council, see Codification note set out 
under section 1102 of this title. 

§ 1106. Reports to Congress 

(a) The President shall transmit to the Con-
gress biennially in January a report, which shall 
include (1) a comprehensive description of the 
activities and the accomplishments of all agen-
cies and departments of the United States in the 
field of marine science during the preceding fis-
cal year, and (2) an evaluation of such activities 
and accomplishments in terms of the objectives 
set forth pursuant to this Act. 

(b) Reports made under this section shall con-
tain such recommendations for legislation as 
the President may consider necessary or desir-
able for the attainment of the objectives of this 
Act, and shall contain an estimate of funding re-
quirements of each agency and department of 
the United States for marine science activities 
during the succeeding fiscal year. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title I, § 7, June 17, 1966, 80 Stat. 
207; Pub. L. 99–386, title II, § 203(a), Aug. 22, 1986, 
100 Stat. 823.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 89–454, June 
17, 1966, 80 Stat. 203, which, at the time this section was 
enacted, consisted only of sections 1 to 9, which are 

classified generally to this subchapter. Pub. L. 89–688, 
§ 2, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 1001, redesignated the Act as 
title I and made conforming amendments, substituting 
references to title I for previous references to the Act 
as a whole, but not in this section. Pub. L. 89–454 was 
amended by Pub. L. 89–688 by adding title II, which is 
classified generally to subchapter II of this chapter, 
and later by Pub. L. 92–583 by adding title III, which is 
classified generally to chapter 33 (§ 1451 et seq.) of Title 
16, Conservation. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–386 substituted ‘‘bienni-
ally in January’’ for ‘‘in January of each year’’. 

§ 1107. Definitions 

For the purposes of this subchapter, the term 
‘‘marine science’’ shall be deemed to apply to 
oceanographic and scientific endeavors and dis-
ciplines, and engineering and technology in and 
with relation to the marine environment; and 
the term ‘‘marine environment’’ shall be deemed 
to include (a) the oceans, (b) the Continental 
Shelf of the United States, (c) the Great Lakes, 
(d) seabed and subsoil of the submarine areas ad-
jacent to the coasts of the United States to the 
depth of two hundred meters, or beyond that 
limit, to where the depths of the superjacent wa-
ters admit of the exploitation of the natural re-
sources of such areas, (e) the seabed and subsoil 
of similar submarine areas adjacent to the 
coasts of islands which comprise United States 
territory, and (f) the resources thereof. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title I, § 8, June 17, 1966, 80 Stat. 
208; Pub. L. 89–688, § 2(b), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1001.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Pub. L. 89–688 substituted ‘‘this title’’ for ‘‘this 
Act’’, which, for purposes of codification, has been 
changed to ‘‘this subchapter’’. 

§ 1108. Authorization of appropriations 

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out this subchapter, but sums appropriated for 
any one fiscal year shall not exceed $1,200,000. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title I, § 9, June 17, 1966, 80 Stat. 
208; Pub. L. 89–688, § 2(b), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1001; Pub. L. 91–15, § 2, May 23, 1969, 83 Stat. 10.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1969—Pub. L. 91–15 substituted ‘‘$1,200,000’’ for 
‘‘$1,500,000’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–688 substituted ‘‘this title’’ for ‘‘this 
Act’’, which, for purposes of codification, has been 
changed to ‘‘this subchapter’’.

SUBCHAPTER II—NATIONAL SEA GRANT 
COLLEGE PROGRAM 

§ 1121. Congressional declaration of policy 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds and declares the following: 
(1) The national interest requires a strategy 

to—
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1 So in original. 

(A) provide for the understanding and wise 
use of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources and the environment; 

(B) foster economic competitiveness; 
(C) promote public stewardship and wise 

economic development of the coastal ocean 
and its margins, the Great Lakes, and the 
exclusive economic zone; 

(D) encourage the development of prepara-
tion, forecast, analysis, mitigation, re-
sponse, and recovery systems for coastal 
hazards; 

(E) understand global environmental proc-
esses and their impacts on ocean, coastal, 
and Great Lakes resources; and 

(F) promote domestic and international 
cooperative solutions to ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes issues.

(2) Investment in a strong program of inte-
grated research, education, extension, train-
ing, technology transfer, and public service is 
essential for this strategy. 

(3) The expanding use and development of 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources re-
sulting from growing coastal area populations 
and the increasing pressures on the coastal 
and Great Lakes environment challenge the 
ability of the United States to manage such 
resources wisely. 

(4) The vitality of the Nation and the quality 
of life of its citizens depend increasingly on 
the understanding, assessment, development, 
management, utilization, and conservation of 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources. 
These resources supply food, energy, and min-
erals and contribute to human health, the 
quality of the environment, national security, 
and the enhancement of commerce. 

(5) The understanding, assessment, develop-
ment, management, utilization, and conserva-
tion of such resources require a broad commit-
ment and an intense involvement on the part 
of the Federal Government in continuing part-
nership with State and local governments, pri-
vate industry, universities, organizations, and 
individuals concerned with or affected by 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources. 

(6) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, through the national sea 
grant college program, offers the most suit-
able locus and means for such commitment 
and engagement through the promotion of ac-
tivities that will result in greater such under-
standing, assessment, development, manage-
ment, management,1 utilization, and conserva-
tion of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources. The most cost-effective way to pro-
mote such activities is through continued and 
increased Federal support of the establish-
ment, development, management, and oper-
ation of programs and projects by sea grant 
colleges, sea grant institutes, and other insti-
tutions, including strong collaborations be-
tween Administration scientists and research 
and outreach personnel at academic institu-
tions. 

(b) Objective 

The objective of this subchapter is to increase 
the understanding, assessment, development, 

management, utilization, and conservation of 
the Nation’s ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources by providing assistance to promote a 
strong educational base, responsive research and 
training activities, broad and prompt dissemina-
tion of knowledge and techniques, and multi-
disciplinary approaches to environmental prob-
lems. 

(c) Purpose 

It is the purpose of the Congress to achieve the 
objective of this subchapter by extending and 
strengthening the national sea grant program, 
initially established in 1966, to promote inte-
grated research, education, training, and exten-
sion services and activities in fields related to 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 202, as added Pub. L. 
89–688, § 1, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 998; amended 
Pub. L. 94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1961; Pub. 
L. 95–428, § 2(b), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 999; Pub. L. 
100–220, title III, §§ 3103, 3104(b)(1)(A), (B), Dec. 29, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1469, 1470; Pub. L. 105–160, § 3, Mar. 
6, 1998, 112 Stat. 21; Pub. L. 107–299, § 2, Nov. 26, 
2002, 116 Stat. 2345; Pub. L. 110–394, § 3, Oct. 13, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–394, § 3(c), inserted 
‘‘management,’’ after ‘‘development,’’ wherever appear-
ing. 

Subsec. (a)(1)(D), (E). Pub. L. 110–394, § 3(a)(1), added 
subpars. (D) and (E) and struck out former subpars. (D) 
and (E) which read as follows: 

‘‘(D) encourage the development of forecast and anal-
ysis systems for coastal hazards; 

‘‘(E) understand global environmental processes; 
and’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 110–394, § 3(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘program of integrated research, education, exten-
sion,’’ for ‘‘program of research, education,’’. 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 110–394, § 3(a)(3), added par. (6) 
and struck out former par. (6) which read as follows: 
‘‘The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, through the national sea grant college program, 
offers the most suitable locus and means for such com-
mitment and involvement through the promotion of ac-
tivities that will result in greater such understanding, 
assessment, development, utilization, and conserva-
tion. The most cost-effective way to promote such ac-
tivities is through continued and increased Federal 
support of the establishment, development, and oper-
ation of programs and projects by sea grant colleges, 
sea grant institutes, and other institutions, including 
strong collaborations between Administration sci-
entists and scientists at academic institutions.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–394, § 3(c), inserted ‘‘manage-
ment,’’ after ‘‘development,’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–394, § 3(b), substituted ‘‘to pro-
mote integrated research, education, training, and ex-
tension services and activities’’ for ‘‘to promote re-
search, education, training, and advisory service activi-
ties’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 107–299 inserted 
‘‘, including strong collaborations between Administra-
tion scientists and scientists at academic institutions’’ 
before period at end. 

1998—Subsec. (a)(1)(D) to (F). Pub. L. 105–160, § 3(a), 
added subpar. (D) and redesignated former subpars. (D) 
and (E) as (E) and (F), respectively. 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 105–160, § 3(b), substituted ‘‘The 
most cost-effective way to promote such activities is 
through continued and increased Federal support of the 
establishment, development, and operation of programs 
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1 See References in Text note below. 
2 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

and projects by sea grant colleges, sea grant institutes, 
and other institutions.’’ for ‘‘Continued and increased 
Federal support of the establishment, development, and 
operation of programs and projects by sea grant col-
leges, sea grant regional consortia, institutions of high-
er education, institutes, laboratories, and other appro-
priate public and private entities is the most cost-effec-
tive way to promote such activities.’’

1987—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–220, §§ 3103(1), 
3104(b)(1)(A), added pars. (1) to (3), redesignated former 
pars. (1) to (3) as (4) to (6), respectively, and substituted 
‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ for ‘‘ocean 
and coastal resources’’ in pars. (4) and (5). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3103(2), substituted 
‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources by pro-
viding assistance to promote a strong educational base, 
responsive research and training activities, broad and 
prompt dissemination of knowledge and techniques, 
and multidisciplinary approaches to environmental 
problems.’’ for ‘‘ocean and coastal resources by pro-
viding assistance to promote a strong educational base, 
responsive research and training activities, and broad 
and prompt dissemination of knowledge and tech-
niques.’’

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(b)(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ for ‘‘ocean 
and coastal resources’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 95–428 substituted ‘‘na-
tional sea grant college program’’ for ‘‘national sea 
grant program’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–461 completely rewrote the Congres-
sional statement of findings, objectives, and purposes 
of the National Sea Grant Program Act to reflect the 
extension and strengthening of the national sea grant 
program to promote research, education, training, and 
advisory service activities in fields related to ocean 
and coastal resources through federal support to sea 
grant colleges, sea grant regional consortia, and other 
institutions through the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, and to make education, train-
ing, research, and advisory services responsive to state, 
local, regional, or national needs and problems.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 2020 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–221, § 1, Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1057, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1123, 1126, 
1127, 1128, and 1131 of this title, repealing section 857–20 
of this title, and enacting provisions set out as notes 
under sections 1123 and 1127 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘National Sea Grant College Program Amend-
ments Act of 2020’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 110–394, § 1, Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4205, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section and sec-
tions 1122 to 1124, 1126 to 1128, and 1131 of this title and 
enacting provisions set out as a note under section 1128 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘National Sea Grant 
College Program Amendments Act of 2008’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–299, § 1, Nov. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 2345, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 857–20 of this 
title, amending this section and sections 1123, 1124, 1126 
to 1128, and 1131 of this title, and enacting provisions 
set out as a note under section 1123 of this title] may 
be cited as the ‘National Sea Grant College Program 
Act Amendments of 2002’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 1, Mar. 6, 1998, 112 Stat. 21, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 1541 of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade, amending this section and sections 
1122, 1123, 1126 to 1128, and 1131 of this title, repealing 
section 1124a of this title, and enacting provisions set 
out as notes under sections 1123 and 1131 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 1998’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–186, § 1, Dec. 4, 1991, 105 Stat. 1282, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1122 to 1124, 1127, 
1128, and 1131 of this title and section 4741 of Title 16, 
Conservation, and repealing sections 1125 and 1130 of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Authorization Act of 1991’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–220, title III, § 3001, Dec. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 
1469, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending this section 
and sections 1122 to 1131 of this title and enacting pro-
visions set out as notes under this section and sections 
883a and 1125 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Marine 
Science, Technology, and Policy Development Act of 
1987’.’’

Section 3101 of subtitle A (§§ 3101–3111) of title III of 
Pub. L. 100–220 provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [amending 
this section and sections 1122 to 1131 of this title and 
enacting provisions set out as a note under section 1125 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘National Sea Grant 
College Program Authorization Act of 1987’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 94–461, § 1, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1961, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 1124a, 1125, 1126, 1127, 
1128, 1129, 1130, and 1131 of this title and amending this 
section, sections 1122, 1123, and 1124 of this title, sec-
tions 5314 and 5315 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees, and provisions set out as notes under 
this section, section 1511 of Title 15, Commerce and 
Trade, and in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees] may be cited as the ‘Sea 
Grant Program Improvement Act of 1976’.’’

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 201, as added by Pub. L. 
89–688, § 1, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 998, and amended by 
Pub. L. 94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1961; Pub. L. 
95–428, § 2(a), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 999, provided that: 
‘‘This title [enacting this subchapter] may be cited as 
the ‘National Sea Grant College Program Act’.’’

§ 1122. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter—
(1) The term ‘‘Administration’’ means the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

(2) The term ‘‘Director’’ means the Director 
of the national sea grant college program, ap-
pointed pursuant to section 1123(b) 1 of this 
title. 

(3) the 2 term ‘‘director of a sea grant col-
lege’’ means a person designated by his or her 
institution to direct a sea grant college or sea 
grant institute. 

(4) The term ‘‘field related to ocean, coastal, 
and Great Lakes resources’’ means any dis-
cipline or field, including marine affairs, re-
source management, technology, education, or 
science, which is concerned with or likely to 
improve the understanding, assessment, devel-
opment, management, utilization, or con-
servation of ocean, coastal, or Great Lakes re-
sources. 

(5) The term ‘‘institution’’ means any public 
or private institution of higher education, in-
stitute, laboratory, or State or local agency. 

(6) The term ‘‘includes’’ and variants thereof 
should be read as if the phrase ‘‘but is not lim-
ited to’’ were also set forth. 
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(7) The term ‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes resources’’ means the resources that are 
located in, derived from, or traceable to, the 
seabed, subsoil, and waters of—

(A) the coastal zone, as defined in section 
1453(1) of title 16; 

(B) the Great Lakes; 
(C) Lake Champlain (to the extent that 

such resources have hydrological, biological, 
physical, or geological characteristics and 
problems similar or related to those of the 
Great Lakes); 

(D) the territorial sea; 
(E) the exclusive economic zone; 
(F) the Outer Continental Shelf; and 
(G) the high seas.

(8) The term ‘‘resource’’ means—
(A) living resources (including natural and 

cultured plant life, fish, shellfish, marine 
mammals, and wildlife); 

(B) nonliving resources (including energy 
sources, minerals, and chemical substances); 

(C) the habitat of a living resource, the 
coastal space, the ecosystems, the nutrient-
rich areas, and the other components of the 
marine environment that contribute to or 
provide (or which are capable of contrib-
uting to or providing) recreational, scenic, 
esthetic, biological, habitational, commer-
cial, economic, or conservation values; and 

(D) man-made, tangible, intangible, ac-
tual, or potential resources.

(9) The term ‘‘Board’’ means the National 
Sea Grant Advisory Board established under 
section 1128 of this title. 

(10) The term ‘‘person’’ means any indi-
vidual; any public or private corporation, 
partnership, or other association or entity (in-
cluding any sea grant college, sea grant insti-
tute or other institution); or any State, polit-
ical subdivision of a State, or agency or officer 
thereof. 

(11) The term ‘‘project’’ means any individ-
ually described activity in a field related to 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources in-
volving research, education, training, or ex-
tension services administered by a person with 
expertise in such a field. 

(12) The term ‘‘sea grant college’’ means any 
institution, or any association or alliance of 
two or more such institutions, designated as 
such by the Secretary under section 1126 of 
this title. 

(13) The term ‘‘sea grant institute’’ means 
any institution, or any association or alliance 
of two or more such institutions, designated as 
such by the Secretary under section 1126 of 
this title. 

(14) The term ‘‘sea grant program’’ means a 
program of research and outreach which is ad-
ministered by one or more sea grant colleges 
or sea grant institutes. 

(15) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Commerce, acting through the Under 
Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmos-
phere. 

(16) The term ‘‘State’’ means any State of 
the United States, the District of Columbia, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Com-

monwealth of the Mariana Islands, or any 
other territory or possession of the United 
States. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 203, as added Pub. L. 
89–688, § 1, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 999; amended 
Pub. L. 90–477, § 1(1), Aug. 11, 1968, 82 Stat. 704; 
Pub. L. 91–349, July 23, 1970, 84 Stat. 448; Pub. L. 
93–73, § 1(1), (5), July 10, 1973, 87 Stat. 170; Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1962; Pub. L. 
95–428, § 2(b), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 999; Pub. L. 
96–289, § 1(1), June 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 605; Pub. L. 
100–220, title III, § 3104(a), (b)(1)(C), Dec. 29, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1470; Pub. L. 102–186, § 5(b)(1), Dec. 4, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1284; Pub. L. 102–251, title III, 
§ 307(a), Mar. 9, 1992, 106 Stat. 66; Pub. L. 105–160, 
§ 4(a), Mar. 6, 1998, 112 Stat. 21; Pub. L. 105–174, 
title III, § 10003, May 1, 1998, 112 Stat. 99; Pub. L. 
110–394, §§ 4, 9(a)(4)(B), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4206, 
4208.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1123 of this title, referred to in par. (2), was 
amended generally by Pub. L. 105–160, § 5, Mar. 6, 1998, 
112 Stat. 22, and, as so amended, provisions relating to 
appointment of the Director of the National Sea Grant 
College Program, which formerly appeared in subsec. 
(b), are contained in subsec. (d). 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Par. (4). Pub. L. 110–394, § 4(a)(1), inserted ‘‘man-
agement,’’ after ‘‘development,’’. 

Par. (6)(F), (G). Pub. L. 110–394, § 4(b), repealed section 
307(a) of Pub. L. 102–251. See 1992 Amendment note 
below. 

Par. (9). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(B), amended par. (9) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (9) read as follows: 
‘‘The term ‘panel’ means the sea grant review panel es-
tablished under section 1128 of this title.’’

Par. (11). Pub. L. 110–394, § 4(a)(2), substituted ‘‘exten-
sion services’’ for ‘‘advisory services’’. 

Pars. (12), (13). Pub. L. 110–394, § 4(a)(3), made tech-
nical amendment to reference in original act which ap-
pears in text as reference to ‘‘section 1126 of this title’’, 
requiring no change in text. 

1998—Par. (3). Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘his or her’’ for ‘‘their university or’’ and ‘‘college or 
sea grant institute’’ for ‘‘college, programs, or regional 
consortium’’. 

Par. (4). Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(2), added par. (4) and 
struck out former par. (4) which read as follows: ‘‘The 
term ‘field related to ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 
resources’ means any discipline or field (including ma-
rine science (and the physical, natural, and biological 
sciences, and engineering, included therein), marine 
technology, education, marine affairs and resource 
management, economics, sociology, communications, 
planning, law, international affairs, and public admin-
istration) which is concerned with or likely to improve 
the understanding, assessment, development, utiliza-
tion, or conservation of ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes resources.’’

Par. (5). Pub. L. 105–174, § 10003(1), redesignated par. 
(6) as (5) and struck out former par. (5) which read as 
follows: ‘‘The term ‘Great Lakes’ includes Lake Cham-
plain.’’

Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(3), added par. (5). Former par. (5) 
redesignated (7). 

Par. (6). Pub. L. 105–174, § 10003(1), redesignated par. 
(7) as (6). Former par. (6) redesignated (5). 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(3), added par. (6). Former par. (6) 
redesignated (8). 

Par. (7). Pub. L. 105–174, § 10003, redesignated par. (8) 
as (7), added subpar. (C), and redesignated former sub-
pars. (C) to (F) as (D) to (G), respectively. Former par. 
(7) redesignated (6). 
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Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(3), redesignated par. (5) as (7). 
Former par. (7) redesignated (9). 

Pars. (8) to (10). Pub. L. 105–174, § 10003(1), redesig-
nated pars. (9) to (11) as (8) to (10), respectively. Former 
par. (8) redesignated (7). 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(3), redesignated pars. (6) to (8) as 
(8) to (10), respectively. Former pars. (9) and (10) redes-
ignated (11) and (12), respectively. 

Par. (11). Pub. L. 105–174, § 10003(1), redesignated par. 
(12) as (11). Former par. (11) redesignated (10). 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(3), (4), redesignated par. (9) as 
(11) and substituted ‘‘institute or other institution’’ for 
‘‘regional consortium, institution of higher education, 
institute, or laboratory’’. Former par. (11) redesignated 
(13). 

Pars. (12) to (17). Pub. L. 105–174, § 10003(1), redesig-
nated pars. (13) to (17) as (12) to (16), respectively. 
Former par. (12) redesignated (11). 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(5), added pars. (12) to (17) and 
struck out former pars. (12) to (17) which defined ‘‘sea 
grant college’’, ‘‘sea grant program’’, ‘‘sea grant re-
gional consortium’’, ‘‘Secretary’’, ‘‘State’’, and ‘‘Under 
Secretary’’, respectively. 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(a)(3), redesignated pars. (10) to (15) 
as (12) to (17), respectively. 

1992—Par. (6)(F), (G). Pub. L. 102–251, § 307(a), which 
directed addition of subpar. (F) and redesignation of 
former subpar. (F) as (G), was repealed by section 4(b) 
of Pub. L. 110–394. See Effective Date of 1992 Amend-
ment note below. 

1991—Par. (4). Pub. L. 102–186 inserted ‘‘marine affairs 
and resource management,’’ after ‘‘education,’’. 

1987—Pars. (2), (3). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(a)(1), (2), 
added par. (3), redesignated former par. (3) as (2), and 
struck out former par. (2) which read as follows: ‘‘The 
term ‘Administrator’ means the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.’’

Par. (4). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(b)(1)(C), substituted 
‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ for ‘‘ocean 
and coastal resources’’ in two places. 

Par. (6). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(a)(3), added par. (6) and 
struck out former par. (6) which read as follows: ‘‘The 
term ‘marine environment’ means the coastal zone, as 
defined in section 1453(1) of title 16; the seabed, subsoil, 
and waters of the Great Lakes and the territorial sea of 
the United States; the waters of any zone over which 
the United States asserts exclusive fishery manage-
ment authority; the waters of the high seas; and the 
seabed and subsoil of and beyond the outer Continental 
Shelf.’’

Par. (7). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(a)(3), added par. (7) and 
struck out former par. (7) which read as follows: ‘‘The 
term ‘ocean and coastal resource’ means any resource 
(whether living, nonliving, manmade, tangible, intan-
gible, actual, or potential) which is located in, derived 
from, or traceable to, the marine environment. Such 
term includes the habitat of any such living resource, 
the coastal space, the ecosystems, the nutrient-rich 
areas, and the other components of the marine environ-
ment which contribute to or provide (or which are ca-
pable of contributing to or providing) recreational, sce-
nic, esthetic, biological, habitational, commercial, eco-
nomic, or conservation values. Living resources include 
natural and cultured plant life, fish, shellfish, marine 
mammals, and wildlife. Nonliving resources include en-
ergy sources, minerals, and chemical substances.’’

Par. (11). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(b)(1)(C), substituted 
‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ for ‘‘ocean 
and coastal resources’’. 

Par. (15). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(a)(4), added par. (15). 
1980—Par. (6). Pub. L. 96–289 extended term ‘‘marine 

environment’’ to include waters of Great Lakes. 
1978—Pub. L. 95–428 substituted ‘‘national sea grant 

college program’’ for ‘‘national sea grant program’’. 
1976—Pub. L. 94–461 substituted provisions defining 

terms used in this subchapter for provisions desig-
nating Secretary of Commerce as administering au-
thority for national sea grant program and authorizing 
appropriations through fiscal 1976. 

1973—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(5), substituted 
‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’ and ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Na-

tional Science Foundation’’ and ‘‘Foundation’’, respec-
tively. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(1), (5), authorized ap-
propriations of $30,000,000; $40,000,000; and $50,000,000 for 
fiscal years ending June 30, 1974, 1975, and 1976, and sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’. 

1970—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 91–349 authorized appro-
priations for fiscal year ending June 30, 1971, not to ex-
ceed the sum of $20,000,000, for fiscal year ending June 
30, 1972, not to exceed the sum of $25,000,000, and for fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1973, not to exceed the sum of 
$30,000,000. 

1968—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 90–477 authorized appro-
priations for fiscal year ending June 30, 1969, not to ex-
ceed the sum of $6,000,000, and for fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1970, not to exceed the sum of $15,000,000.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–251 effective on date on 
which Agreement between the United States and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Maritime 
Boundary, signed June 1, 1990, enters into force for 
United States, with authority to prescribe imple-
menting regulations effective Mar. 9, 1992, but with no 
such regulation to be effective until date on which 
Agreement enters into force for United States, see sec-
tion 308 of Pub. L. 102–251, set out as a note under sec-
tion 773 of Title 16, Conservation.

Executive Documents 

TERRITORIAL SEA OF UNITED STATES 

For extension of territorial sea of United States, see 
Proc. No. 5928, set out as a note under section 1331 of 
Title 43, Public Lands. 

§ 1123. National sea grant college program 

(a) Program maintenance 

The Secretary shall maintain within the Ad-
ministration a program to be known as the na-
tional sea grant college program. The national 
sea grant college program shall be administered 
by a national sea grant office within the Admin-
istration. 

(b) Program elements 

The national sea grant college program shall 
consist of the financial assistance for research, 
education, extension, training, technology 
transfer, and public service and other activities 
authorized in this subchapter, and shall provide 
support for the following elements—

(1) sea grant programs that comprise a na-
tional sea grant college program network, in-
cluding international projects conducted with-
in such programs and regional and national 
projects conducted among such programs; 

(2) administration of the national sea grant 
college program and this subchapter by the 
national sea grant office and the Administra-
tion; 

(3) the fellowship program under section 1127 
of this title; and 

(4) any regional or national strategic invest-
ments in fields relating to ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes resources developed in consulta-
tion with the Board and with the approval of 
the sea grant colleges and the sea grant insti-
tutes. 

(c) Responsibilities of Secretary 

(1) The Secretary, in consultation with the 
Board, sea grant colleges, and sea grant insti-
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tutes, shall develop at least every 4 years a stra-
tegic plan that establishes priorities for the na-
tional sea grant college program, provides an 
appropriately balanced response to local, re-
gional, and national needs, and is reflective of 
integration with the relevant portions of the 
strategic plans of the Department of Commerce 
and of the Administration. 

(2) The Secretary, in consultation with the 
Board, sea grant colleges, and sea grant insti-
tutes, shall establish guidelines related to the 
activities and responsibilities of sea grant col-
leges and sea grant institutes. Such guidelines 
shall include requirements for the conduct of 
merit review by the sea grant colleges and sea 
grant institutes of proposals for grants and con-
tracts to be awarded under section 1124 of this 
title, providing, at a minimum, for standardized 
documentation of such proposals and peer re-
view of all research projects. 

(3) The Secretary shall by regulation prescribe 
the qualifications required for designation of sea 
grant colleges and sea grant institutes under 
section 1126 of this title. 

(4) To carry out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Secretary may—

(A) appoint, assign the duties, transfer, and 
fix the compensation of such personnel as may 
be necessary, in accordance with civil service 
laws; 

(B) make appointments with respect to tem-
porary and intermittent services to the extent 
authorized by section 3109 of title 5; 

(C) publish or arrange for the publication of, 
and otherwise disseminate, in cooperation 
with other offices and programs in the Admin-
istration and without regard to section 501 of 
title 44, any information of research, edu-
cational, training or other value in fields re-
lated to ocean, coastal, or Great Lakes re-
sources; 

(D) enter into contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other transactions without regard 
to section 6101 of title 41; 

(E) accept donations of money and, notwith-
standing section 1342 of title 31, of voluntary 
and uncompensated services; 

(F) accept funds from other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, including agencies within 
the Administration, to pay for and add to 
grants made and contracts entered into by the 
Secretary; and 

(G) promulgate such rules and regulations as 
may be necessary and appropriate. 

(d) Director of National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram 

(1) The Secretary shall appoint, as the Direc-
tor of the National Sea Grant College Program, 
a qualified individual who has appropriate ad-
ministrative experience and knowledge or exper-
tise in fields related to ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes resources. The Director shall be ap-
pointed and compensated, without regard to the 
provisions of title 5 governing appointments in 
the competitive service, at a rate payable under 
section 5376 of title 5. 

(2) Subject to the supervision of the Secretary, 
the Director shall administer the national sea 
grant college program and oversee the operation 
of the national sea grant office. In addition to 

any other duty prescribed by law or assigned by 
the Secretary, the Director shall—

(A) facilitate and coordinate the develop-
ment of a strategic plan under subsection 
(c)(1); 

(B) advise the Secretary with respect to the 
expertise and capabilities which are available 
within or through the national sea grant col-
lege program and encourage the use of such 
expertise and capabilities, on a cooperative or 
other basis, by other offices and activities 
within the Administration, and other Federal 
departments and agencies; 

(C) advise the Secretary on the designation 
of sea grant colleges and sea grant institutes, 
and, if appropriate, on the termination or sus-
pension of any such designation; and 

(D) encourage the establishment and growth 
of sea grant programs, and cooperation and co-
ordination with other Federal activities in 
fields related to ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes resources.

(3) With respect to sea grant colleges, sea 
grant institutes, sea grant programs, and sea 
grant projects, the Director shall—

(A) evaluate and assess the performance of 
the programs of sea grant colleges and sea 
grant institutes, using the priorities, guide-
lines, and qualifications established by the 
Secretary under subsection (c), and determine 
which of the programs are the best managed 
and carry out the highest quality research, 
education, extension, and training activities; 

(B) subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, allocate funding among sea grant col-
leges, sea grant institutes, sea grant pro-
grams, and sea grant projects so as to—

(i) promote healthy competition among 
sea grant colleges and institutes; 

(ii) encourage collaborations among sea 
grant colleges and sea grant institutes to ad-
dress regional and national priorities estab-
lished under subsection (c)(1); 

(iii) ensure successful implementation of 
sea grant programs; 

(iv) to the maximum extent consistent 
with other provisions of this subchapter, 
provide a stable base of funding for sea grant 
colleges and institutes; 

(v) encourage and promote coordination 
and cooperation between the research, edu-
cation, and outreach programs of the Ad-
ministration and those of academic institu-
tions; and 

(vi) encourage cooperation with Minority 
Serving Institutions to enhance collabo-
rative research opportunities and increase 
the number of such students graduating in 
NOAA science areas; and

(C) ensure compliance with the guidelines 
for merit review under subsection (c)(2). 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 204, as added Pub. L. 
89–688, § 1, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 999; amended 
Pub. L. 90–477, § 1(2), Aug. 11, 1968, 82 Stat. 704; 
Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(2)–(7), July 10, 1973, 87 Stat. 170; 
Pub. L. 94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1963; Pub. 
L. 95–428, §§ 2(b), 3(1), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 999; 
Pub. L. 96–289, § 1(2), June 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 605; 
Pub. L. 100–220, title III, §§ 3104(b)(1)(D), (2), (c), 
3105(b), Dec. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 1470, 1471; Pub. L. 
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102–186, §§ 2, 4(b)(1)(A), Dec. 4, 1991, 105 Stat. 1282, 
1283; Pub. L. 105–160, § 5, Mar. 6, 1998, 112 Stat. 22; 
Pub. L. 107–299, § 3(a), (b)(1), (c), Nov. 26, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2345, 2346; Pub. L. 110–394, §§ 5, 9(a)(4)(C)(i), 
Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4206, 4208; Pub. L. 116–221, 
§§ 4(a), 6, 9(c)(1), 11(1), Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1058, 
1059, 1061.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The provisions of title 5 governing appointments in 
the competitive service, referred to in subsec. (d)(1), are 
classified generally to section 3301 et seq. of Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (d)(3)(B)(iv), 
was in the original ‘‘this Act’’ and was translated as 
reading ‘‘this title’’ meaning title II of Pub. L. 89–454, 
which enacted this subchapter, to reflect the probable 
intent of Congress. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (c)(4)(D), ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘section 5 of title 41, United States Code’’ 
on authority of Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 
Stat. 3854, which Act enacted Title 41, Public Con-
tracts. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–221, § 6, inserted ‘‘for re-
search, education, extension, training, technology 
transfer, and public service’’ after ‘‘financial assist-
ance’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(4)(E). Pub. L. 116–221, § 4(a), amended sub-
par. (E) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (E) 
read as follows: ‘‘notwithstanding section 1342 of title 
31, accept donations and voluntary and uncompensated 
services;’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 116–221, § 9(c)(1)(A), substituted 
‘‘With respect to sea grant colleges, sea grant insti-
tutes, sea grant programs, and sea grant projects’’ for 
‘‘With respect to sea grant colleges and sea grant insti-
tutes’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B). Pub. L. 116–221, § 9(c)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘funding among sea grant colleges, sea grant 
institutes, sea grant programs, and sea grant projects’’ 
for ‘‘funding among sea grant colleges and sea grant in-
stitutes’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(vi). Pub. L. 116–221, § 11(1), realigned 
margin. 

2008—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(a)(1), amended 
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as 
follows: ‘‘sea grant programs which comprise a national 
sea grant college program network, including inter-
national projects conducted within such programs;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(a)(2), amended par. 
(2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘administration of the national sea grant college 
program and this subchapter by the national sea grant 
office, the Administration, and the panel;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(a)(3), amended par. 
(4) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘any national strategic investments in fields re-
lating to ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources de-
veloped with the approval of the panel, the sea grant 
colleges, and the sea grant institutes.’’

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(C)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘panel’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 110–394, §§ 5(b), 9(a)(4)(C)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘The’’ for ‘‘Within 6 months of March 6, 1998, 
the’’ and ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘panel’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(A). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(c)(1), which di-
rected the striking out of ‘‘long range’’, was executed 
by striking out ‘‘long-range’’ before ‘‘strategic plan’’ to 
reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (d)(3)(A). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘evaluate and assess’’ for ‘‘evaluate’’ and ‘‘activities;’’ 
for ‘‘activities; and’’, struck out cl. (i) designation be-

fore ‘‘evaluate’’, and struck out cl. (ii) which read as 
follows: ‘‘rate the programs according to their relative 
performance (as determined under clause (i)) into no 
less than 5 categories, with each of the 2 best-per-
forming categories containing no more than 25 percent 
of the programs;’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(c)(3)(A), added 
cl. (ii). Former cl. (ii) redesignated (iii). 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(c)(3)(A), (B), 
redesignated cl. (ii) as (iii) and substituted ‘‘ensure’’ for 
‘‘encourage’’. Former cl. (iii) redesignated (iv). 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(iv), (v). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(c)(3)(A), 
redesignated cls. (iii) and (iv) as (iv) and (v), respec-
tively. 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(vi). Pub. L. 110–394, § 5(c)(3)(C), (D), 
added cl. (vi). 

2002—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 107–299, § 3(a), amended 
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as 
follows: ‘‘The Secretary, in consultation with the 
panel, sea grant colleges, and sea grant institutes, shall 
develop a long-range strategic plan which establishes 
priorities for the national sea grant college program 
and which provides an appropriately balanced response 
to local, regional, and national needs.’’

Subsec. (d)(3)(A). Pub. L. 107–299, § 3(b)(1), amended 
subpar. (A) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (A) 
read as follows: ‘‘evaluate the programs of sea grant 
colleges and sea grant institutes, using the priorities, 
guidelines, and qualifications established by the Sec-
retary;’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(iv). Pub. L. 107–299, § 3(c), added cl. 
(iv). 

1998—Pub. L. 105–160 amended section catchline and 
text generally. Prior to amendment text consisted of 
subsecs. (a) to (d) relating to maintenance within the 
Administration of the National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram, appointment and compensation of a Director of 
the program, duties of the Director, and powers of the 
Secretary to carry out the provisions of this sub-
chapter. 

1991—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–186, § 2(a), amended sub-
sec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read 
as follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall maintain, within the 
Administration, a program to be known as the national 
sea grant college program. The national sea grant col-
lege program shall consist of the financial assistance 
and other activities provided for in this subchapter. 
The Secretary shall establish long-range planning 
guidelines and priorities for, and adequately evaluate, 
this program.’’

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 102–186, § 4(b)(1)(A), substituted 
‘‘section 1124’’ for ‘‘sections 1124 and 1125’’. 

Subsec. (c)(8). Pub. L. 102–186, § 2(b), added par. (8). 
Subsec. (d)(6). Pub. L. 102–186, § 2(c), inserted ‘‘and 

add’’ after ‘‘to pay for’’. 
1987—Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(b)(1)(D), 

substituted ‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources’’ for ‘‘ocean and coastal resources’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(c), substituted 
‘‘Under Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever ap-
pearing in introductory provisions and par. (2). 

Subsec. (c)(5). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ for ‘‘ocean 
and coastal resource’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3104(b)(1)(D), sub-
stituted ‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ 
for ‘‘ocean and coastal resources’’ in two places. 

Subsec. (d)(6). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3105(b), struck out 
‘‘under section 1124(a) of this title’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

1980—Subsec. (c)(5) to (7). Pub. L. 96–289 added par. (5) 
and redesignated former pars. (5) and (6) as (6) and (7), 
respectively. 

1978—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 95–428, § 2(b), sub-
stituted ‘‘national sea grant college program’’ for ‘‘na-
tional sea grant program’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (d)(6), (7). Pub. L. 95–428, § 3(1)(B), (C), added 
par. (6) and redesignated former par. (6) as (7). 

1976—Pub. L. 94–461 substituted provisions covering 
the establishment and administration of the national 
sea grant program for provisions covering the marine 
resource development programs. 
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1973—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(2), (5), deleted item 
(1) designation for provision respecting consultation 
with experts and Federal agencies, deleted item (2) pro-
vision for seeking advice and counsel from the National 
Council on Marine Resources and Engineering Develop-
ment, and substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(5), substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’ and ‘‘his authority’’ for ‘‘its 
authority’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(3), (5), authorized Fed-
eral contributions exceeding percentage limitation to 
programs limited to one percent of appropriations for 
the fiscal year when reducing or eliminating matching 
payments by a participant when Secretary determines 
it would be inequitable relevant to the benefits derived 
by the participant from the program to require the par-
ticipant to make a one-third payment of the cost, and 
substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’ in last sen-
tence. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(4), (5), made prohibi-
tions of paragraph inapplicable to non-self-propelled 
habitats, buoys, platforms, or other similar devices or 
structures, used principally for research purposes and 
substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘foundation’’. 

Subsecs. (d)(3), (e). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(5), substituted 
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(5), substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’ and ‘‘his functions’’ for ‘‘its 
functions’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(6), substituted provisions 
for exercise of powers and authority under this sub-
chapter by the Secretary rather than the Foundation 
under the powers and authority of the National Science 
Foundation Act of 1950, as amended. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(5), substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’ and ‘‘his functions’’ for ‘‘its 
functions’’. 

Subsec. (i)(3). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(7), inserted ‘‘and which 
is so designated by the Secretary’’ after ‘‘marine re-
sources’’. 

Subsec. (i)(4)(A) to (C). Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(5), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Foundation’’. 

1968—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 90–477 struck out ‘‘in any 
fiscal year’’ after ‘‘The total amount of payments’’ and 
‘‘by any participants’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CONSTRUCTION 

Pub. L. 116–221, § 4(d), Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1058, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Nothing in this section [amending this sec-
tion and enacting provisions set out as a note below] 
shall be construed to limit or otherwise affect any 
other amounts available for marine policy fellowships 
under section 208(b) of the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1127(b)), including amounts—

‘‘(1) accepted under section 204(c)(4)(F) of that Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1123(c)(4)(F)); or 

‘‘(2) appropriated pursuant to the authorization of 
appropriations under section 212 of that Act (33 U.S.C. 
1131).’’

PRIORITIES 

Pub. L. 116–221, § 4(b), Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1058, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Commerce, acting 
through the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans 
and Atmosphere, shall establish priorities for the use of 
donations accepted under section 204(c)(4)(E) of the Na-
tional Sea Grant College Program Act (33 U.S.C. 
1123(c)(4)(E)), and shall consider among those priorities 
the possibility of expanding the Dean John A. Knauss 
Marine Policy Fellowship’s placement of additional fel-
lows in relevant legislative offices under section 208(b) 
of that Act (33 U.S.C. 1127(b)), in accordance with the 
recommendations under subsection (c) of this section 
[134 Stat. 1058].’’

REVIEW OF EVALUATION AND RATING PROCESS 

Pub. L. 107–299, § 3(b)(2), Nov. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 2346, 
provided that after 3 years after Nov. 26, 2002, the Sec-

retary of Commerce, acting through the Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, was to 
contract with the National Academy of Sciences to re-
view the effectiveness of the evaluation and rating sys-
tem under this section in determining the relative per-
formance of programs of sea grant colleges and sea 
grant institutes and provided that the National Acad-
emy of Sciences would submit a report to the Congress 
on the findings and recommendations of the panel not 
later than 4 years after Nov. 26, 2002. 

NOTICE OF REORGANIZATION 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 9(d), Mar. 6, 1998, 112 Stat. 27, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Commerce shall provide 
notice to the Committees on Science [now Science, 
Space, and Technology], Resources [now Natural Re-
sources], and Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Committees on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation and Appropriations of the Senate, not 
later than 45 days before any major reorganization of 
any program, project, or activity of the National Sea 
Grant College Program.’’

§ 1124. Program or project grants and contracts 

(a) Authorization; purposes; limitation on 
amount 

The Secretary may make grants and enter 
into contracts under this subsection to assist 
any sea grant program or project if the Sec-
retary finds that such program or project will—

(1) implement the objective set forth in sec-
tion 1121(b) of this title; and 

(2) be responsive to the needs or problems of 
individual States or regions.

The total amount paid pursuant to any such 
grant or contract may equal 662⁄3 percent, or any 
lesser percent, of the total cost of the sea grant 
program or project involved; except that this 
limitation shall not apply in the case of grants 
or contracts paid for with funds accepted by the 
Secretary under section 1123(c)(4)(F) of this title 
or that are appropriated under section 1127(b) of 
this title. 

(b) Special grants; maximum amount; pre-
requisites 

The Secretary may make special grants under 
this subsection to implement the objective set 
forth in section 1121(b) of this title. The amount 
of any such grant may equal 100 percent, or any 
lesser percent, of the total cost of the project in-
volved. No grant may be made under this sub-
section unless the Secretary finds that—

(1) no reasonable means is available through 
which the applicant can meet the matching re-
quirement for a grant under subsection (a); 

(2) the probable benefit of such project out-
weighs the public interest in such matching 
requirement; and 

(3) the same or equivalent benefit cannot be 
obtained through the award of a contract or 
grant under subsection (a).

The total amount that may be provided for 
grants under this subsection during any fiscal 
year shall not exceed an amount equal to 5 per-
cent of the total funds appropriated for such 
year under section 1131 of this title. 

(c) Eligibility and procedure 

Any person may apply to the Secretary for a 
grant or contract under this section. Applica-
tion shall be made in such form and manner, and 
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with such content and other submissions, as the 
Secretary shall by regulation prescribe. The 
Secretary shall act upon each such application 
within 6 months after the date on which all re-
quired information is received. 

(d) Terms and conditions 

(1) Any grant made, or contract entered into, 
under this section shall be subject to the limita-
tions and provisions set forth in paragraphs (2), 
(3), and (4) and to such other terms, conditions, 
and requirements as the Secretary deems nec-
essary or appropriate. Terms, conditions, and re-
quirements imposed by the Secretary under this 
paragraph shall minimize any requirement of 
prior Federal approval. 

(2) No payment under any grant or contract 
under this section may be applied to—

(A) the purchase or rental of any land; or 
(B) the purchase, rental, construction, pres-

ervation, or repair of any building, dock, or 
vessel;

except that payment under any such grant or 
contract may be applied to the short-term rent-
al of buildings or facilities for meetings which 
are in direct support of any sea grant program 
or project and may, if approved by the Sec-
retary, be applied to the purchase, rental, con-
struction, preservation, or repair of non-self-
propelled habitats, buoys, platforms, and other 
similar devices or structures, or to the rental of 
any research vessel which is used in direct sup-
port of activities under any sea grant program 
or project. 

(3) The total amount which may be obligated 
for payment pursuant to grants made to, and 
contracts entered into with, persons under this 
section within any one State in any fiscal year 
shall not exceed an amount equal to 15 percent 
of the total funds appropriated for such year 
pursuant to section 1131 of this title. 

(4) Any person who receives or utilizes any 
proceeds of any grant or contract under this sec-
tion shall keep such records as the Secretary 
shall by regulation prescribe as being necessary 
and appropriate to facilitate effective audit and 
evaluation, including records which fully dis-
close the amount and disposition by such recipi-
ent of such proceeds, the total cost of the pro-
gram or project in connection with which such 
proceeds were used, and the amount, if any, of 
such cost which was provided through other 
sources. Such records shall be maintained for 3 
years after the completion of such a program or 
project. The Secretary and the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States, or any of their duly 
authorized representatives, shall have access, 
for the purpose of audit and evaluation, to any 
books, documents, papers, and records of re-
ceipts which, in the opinion of the Secretary or 
of the Comptroller General, may be related or 
pertinent to such grants and contracts. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 205, as added Pub. L. 
89–688, § 1, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 1001; amended 
Pub. L. 93–73, § 1(8), July 10, 1973, 87 Stat. 170; 
Pub. L. 94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1964; Pub. 
L. 95–428, § 3(2), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 999; Pub. L. 
96–289, § 1(3), June 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 605; Pub. L. 
100–220, title III, § 3105(a), Dec. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 
1471; Pub. L. 102–186, § 4(b)(1)(B), Dec. 4, 1991, 105 

Stat. 1283; Pub. L. 107–299, § 4, Nov. 26, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2346; Pub. L. 110–394, § 6, Oct. 13, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4207.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–394, § 6(1), substituted 
‘‘1123(c)(4)(F) of this title or that are appropriated 
under section 1127(b) of this title.’’ for ‘‘1123(c)(4)(F) of 
this title.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–394, § 6(2), inserted concluding 
provisions and struck out former concluding provisions 
which read as follows: ‘‘The total amount which may be 
provided for grants under this subsection during any 
fiscal year shall not exceed an amount equal to 1 per-
cent of the total funds appropriated for such year pur-
suant to section 1131 of this title.’’

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–299 substituted ‘‘section 
1123(c)(4)(F)’’ for ‘‘section 1123(d)(6)’’ in concluding pro-
visions. 

1991—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 102–186 struck out ref-
erence to section 1125 of this title after reference to 
subsection (a) of this section. 

1987—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 100–220 inserted at end 
‘‘Terms, conditions, and requirements imposed by the 
Secretary under this paragraph shall minimize any re-
quirement of prior Federal approval.’’

1980—Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 96–289 authorized applica-
tion of any payment under a grant or contract to the 
short-term rental of buildings or facilities for meetings 
which are in direct support of any sea grant program or 
project. 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–428 made the percentage 
limitation inapplicable to grants or contracts paid for 
with funds accepted by the Secretary under section 
1123(d)(6) of this title. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–461 substituted provisions covering 
program or project grants and contracts for provisions 
authorizing the study of ways to share with other coun-
tries the results of marine research useful in the explo-
ration, development, conservation, and management of 
marine resources. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–73 substituted provisions for study of 
international marine technology transfer for prior pro-
visions respecting advisory functions of National Coun-
cil on Marine Resources and Development. 

§ 1124a. Repealed. Pub. L. 105–160, § 6, Mar. 6, 
1998, 112 Stat. 24

Section, Pub. L. 94–461, § 3, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1969; 
Pub. L. 95–58, § 2, June 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 254; Pub. L. 
95–428, § 4(2), (3), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 96–289, 
§§ 2, 3, June 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 605; Pub. L. 98–623, title V, 
§ 501(b), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3410; Pub. L. 100–220, title 
III, § 3111, Dec. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 1474; Pub. L. 102–251, 
title III, § 307(b), Mar. 9, 1992, 106 Stat. 66, related to sea 
grant international program. 

§ 1125. Repealed. Pub. L. 102–186, § 4(a), Dec. 4, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1283

Section, Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 206, as added Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1965; amended Pub. L. 
95–58, § 1, June 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 254; Pub. L. 95–428, § 3(3), 
Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 999; Pub. L. 96–289, § 1(4), June 28, 
1980, 94 Stat. 605; Pub. L. 100–220, title III, § 3106(a), Dec. 
29, 1987, 101 Stat. 1471, required development of a sea 
grant strategic research plan and authorized grants and 
contracts to carry out the program. 

§ 1126. Sea grant colleges and sea grant institutes 

(a) Designation 

(1) A sea grant college or sea grant institute 
shall meet the following qualifications—

(A) have an existing broad base of com-
petence in fields related to ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes resources; 
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(B) make a long-term commitment to the 
objective in section 1121(b) of this title, as de-
termined by the Secretary; 

(C) cooperate with other sea grant colleges 
and institutes and other persons to solve prob-
lems or meet needs relating to ocean, coastal, 
and Great Lakes resources; 

(D) have received financial assistance under 
section 1124 of this title; 

(E) be recognized for excellence in fields re-
lated to ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources (including marine resources manage-
ment and science), as determined by the Sec-
retary; and 

(F) meet such other qualifications as the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Board, 
considers necessary or appropriate.

(2) The Secretary may designate an institu-
tion, or an association or alliance of two or 
more such institutions, as a sea grant college if 
the institution, association, or alliance—

(A) meets the qualifications in paragraph (1); 
and 

(B) maintains a program of research, exten-
sion services, training, and education in fields 
related to ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources.

(3) The Secretary may designate an institu-
tion, or an association or alliance of two or 
more such institutions, as a sea grant institute 
if the institution, association, or alliance—

(A) meets the qualifications in paragraph (1); 
and 

(B) maintains a program which includes, at 
a minimum, research and extension services. 

(b) Additional designations 

(1) Notification to Congress of designations 

(A) In general 

Not less than 30 days before designating an 
institution, or an association or alliance of 
two or more such institutions, as a sea grant 
college or sea grant institute under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall notify Con-
gress in writing of the proposed designation. 
The notification shall include an evaluation 
and justification for the designation. 

(B) Effect of joint resolution of disapproval 

The Secretary may not designate an insti-
tution, or an association or alliance of two 
or more such institutions, as a sea grant col-
lege or sea grant institute under subsection 
(a) if, before the end of the 30-day period de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), a joint resolu-
tion disapproving the designation is enacted. 

(2) Existing designees 

Any institution, or association or alliance of 
two or more such institutions, designated as a 
sea grant college or awarded institutional pro-
gram status by the Director prior to March 6, 
1998, shall not have to reapply for designation 
as a sea grant college or sea grant institute, 
respectively, after March 6, 1998, if the Direc-
tor determines that the institution, or asso-
ciation or alliance of institutions, meets the 
qualifications in subsection (a). 

(c) Suspension or termination of designation 

The Secretary may, for cause and after an op-
portunity for hearing, suspend or terminate any 
designation under subsection (a). 

(d) Duties 

Subject to any regulations prescribed or 
guidelines established by the Secretary, it shall 
be the responsibility of each sea grant college 
and sea grant institute—

(1) to develop and implement, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary and the Board, a pro-
gram that is consistent with the guidelines 
and priorities established under section 1123(c) 
of this title; and 

(2) to conduct a merit review of all proposals 
for grants and contracts to be awarded under 
section 1124 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 207, as added Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1966; amended 
Pub. L. 100–220, title III, § 3104(b)(1)(E), Dec. 29, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1470; Pub. L. 105–160, § 7, Mar. 6, 
1998, 112 Stat. 24; Pub. L. 107–299, § 8, Nov. 26, 
2002, 116 Stat. 2348; Pub. L. 110–394, §§ 7, 
9(a)(4)(C)(ii), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4207, 4208; 
Pub. L. 113–188, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 26, 2014, 128 
Stat. 2018; Pub. L. 116–221, § 7, Dec. 18, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1059.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–221, § 7(2), added par. (1), 
designated existing provisions as par. (2), and inserted 
par. (2) heading. 

Pub. L. 116–221, § 7(1), substituted ‘‘Additional des-
ignations’’ for ‘‘Existing designees’’ in heading. 

2014—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–188, which directed 
amendment of section 207 of the National Sea Grant 
Program Act by striking subsec. (e), was executed to 
this section, which is section 207 of the National Sea 
Grant College Program Act, to reflect the probable in-
tent of Congress. Prior to amendment, subsec. (e) re-
lated to annual reports on progress made by colleges, 
universities, institutions, associations, and alliances to 
become designated under this section as sea grant col-
leges or sea grant institutes. 

2008—Subsec. (a)(1)(F). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(C)(ii), 
substituted ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘panel’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(B), (3)(B). Pub. L. 110–394, § 7, sub-
stituted ‘‘extension services’’ for ‘‘advisory services’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(C)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘panel’’. 

2002—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–299 added subsec. (e). 
1998—Pub. L. 105–160 amended section catchline and 

text generally. Prior to amendment text consisted of 
subsecs. (a) to (c) relating to authorization of the Sec-
retary to designate sea grant college and sea grant re-
gional consortia with certain prerequisites, require-
ment of regulations to prescribe qualifications and 
guidelines, and authorization of the Secretary to sus-
pend or terminate any designation. 

1987—Subsec. (a)(2)(A), (3)(A), (B). Pub. L. 100–220 sub-
stituted ‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ 
for ‘‘ocean and coastal resources’’. 

§ 1127. Fellowships 

(a) In general 

To carry out the educational and training ob-
jectives of this subchapter, the Secretary shall 
support a program of fellowships for qualified 
individuals at the graduate and post-graduate 
level. The fellowships shall be related to ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes resources and awarded 
pursuant to guidelines established by the Sec-
retary. The Secretary shall strive to ensure 
equal access for minority and economically dis-
advantaged students to the program carried out 
under this subsection. 
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(b) Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellow-
ship 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall award marine policy fel-
lowships to support the placement of individ-
uals at the graduate level of education in 
fields related to ocean, coastal and Great 
Lakes resources in positions with the execu-
tive and legislative branches of the United 
States Government. 

(2) Placement priorities 

(A) In general 

In each year in which the Secretary 
awards a legislative fellowship under this 
subsection, when considering the placement 
of fellows, the Secretary shall prioritize 
placement of fellows in the following: 

(i) Positions in offices of, or with Mem-
bers on, committees of Congress that have 
jurisdiction over the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

(ii) Positions in offices of Members of 
Congress that have a demonstrated inter-
est in ocean, coastal, or Great Lakes re-
sources. 

(B) Equitable distribution 

In placing fellows in offices described in 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall ensure 
that placements are equitably distributed 
among the political parties. 

(3) Duration 

A fellowship awarded under this subsection 
shall be for a period of not more than 1 year. 

(c) Restriction on use of funds 

Amounts available for fellowships under this 
section, including amounts accepted under sec-
tion 1123(c)(4)(F) of this title or appropriated 
under section 1131 of this title to implement this 
section, shall be used only for award of such fel-
lowships and administrative costs of imple-
menting this section. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 208, as added Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1966; amended 
Pub. L. 100–66, § 3, July 10, 1987, 101 Stat. 384; 
Pub. L. 100–220, title III, § 3107, Dec. 29, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1472; Pub. L. 102–186, § 4(b)(1)(C), (D), Dec. 4, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1283; Pub. L. 105–160, § 4(b)(2), Mar. 
6, 1998, 112 Stat. 22; Pub. L. 107–299, § 5, Nov. 26, 
2002, 116 Stat. 2346; Pub. L. 110–394, § 8, Oct. 13, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4207; Pub. L. 113–188, title II, 
§ 201(c), Nov. 26, 2014, 128 Stat. 2018; Pub. L. 
116–221, § 3(a), (b), Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1057.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’ and was translated as reading ‘‘this 
title’’ meaning title II of Pub. L. 89–454, which enacted 
this subchapter, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–221 designated first sen-
tence as par. (1) and inserted heading, substituted 
‘‘shall award’’ for ‘‘may award’’, added par. (2), and des-
ignated second sentence as par. (3) and inserted head-
ing. 

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–188, which directed 
amendment of section 208(a) of the National Sea Grant 
Program Act by striking the fourth sentence, was exe-
cuted to this section, which is section 208(a) of the Na-
tional Sea Grant College Program Act, to reflect the 
probable intent of Congress. Prior to amendment, 
fourth sentence read as follows: ‘‘Every 2 years, the 
Secretary shall submit a report to the Congress de-
scribing the efforts by the Secretary to ensure equal 
access for minority and economically disadvantaged 
students to the program carried out under this sub-
section, and the results of such efforts.’’

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–394, § 8(1), substituted 
‘‘Every 2 years,’’ for ‘‘Not later than 1 year after No-
vember 26, 2002, and every 2 years thereafter,’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–394, § 8(2), added subsec. (c). 
2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–299, § 5(a), inserted at 

end ‘‘The Secretary shall strive to ensure equal access 
for minority and economically disadvantaged students 
to the program carried out under this subsection. Not 
later than 1 year after November 26, 2002, and every 2 
years thereafter, the Secretary shall submit a report to 
the Congress describing the efforts by the Secretary to 
ensure equal access for minority and economically dis-
advantaged students to the program carried out under 
this subsection, and the results of such efforts.’’

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–299, § 5(b), struck out heading 
and text of subsec. (c). Text read as follows: ‘‘The Sec-
retary shall establish and administer a program of 
postdoctoral fellowships to accelerate research in crit-
ical subject areas. The fellowship awards—

‘‘(1) shall be for 2 years; 
‘‘(2) may be renewed once for not more than 2 years; 
‘‘(3) shall be awarded on a nationally competitive 

basis; 
‘‘(4) may be used at any institution of post-sec-

ondary education involved in the national sea grant 
college program; 

‘‘(5) shall be for up to 100 percent of the total cost 
of the fellowship; and 

‘‘(6) may be made to recipients of terminal profes-
sional degrees, as well as doctoral degree recipients.’’
1998—Pub. L. 105–160 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for 

‘‘Under Secretary’’ in subsec. (a) in two places and in 
subsecs. (b) and (c). 

1991—Subsec. (c)(5) to (7). Pub. L. 102–186 inserted 
‘‘and’’ after semicolon at end of par. (5), redesignated 
par. (7) as (6), and struck out former par. (6) which read 
as follows: ‘‘may be made for any of the priority areas 
of research identified in the sea grant strategic re-
search plan in effect under section 1125 of this title; 
and’’. 

1987—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–220 amended subsec. (a) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The Secretary shall support a sea grant fellow-
ship program to provide educational and training as-
sistance to qualified individuals at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels of education in fields related to 
ocean and coastal resources. Such fellowships shall be 
awarded pursuant to guidelines established by the Sec-
retary. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, sea grant fellowships may only be awarded by sea 
grant colleges, sea grant regional consortia, institu-
tions of higher education, and professional associations 
and institutes.’’

Pub. L. 100–66, § 3(1), substituted ‘‘Except as provided 
in subsection (b) of this section, sea’’ for ‘‘Sea’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–220 amended subsec. (b) gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as follows: 

‘‘(1) As part of the sea grant fellowship program, the 
Secretary may award sea grant fellowships to support 
the placement of qualified individuals in positions with 
the executive and legislative branches of the United 
States Government. No fellowship may be awarded 
under this paragraph for a period exceeding one year. 

‘‘(2) For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘quali-
fied individual’ means an individual at the graduate 
level of education in fields related to ocean and coastal 
resources.’’

Pub. L. 100–66, § 3(2), (3), added subsec. (b) and redesig-
nated former subsec. (b) as (c). 
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Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–220 amended subsec. (c) gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read as follows: 
‘‘The total amount which may be provided for grants 
under the sea grant fellowship program during any fis-
cal year shall not exceed an amount equal to 5 percent 
of the total funds appropriated for such year pursuant 
to section 1131 of this title.’’

Pub. L. 100–66, § 3(2), redesignated former subsec. (b) 
as (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2020 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–221, § 3(c), Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1058, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this section 
[amending this section] shall apply with respect to the 
first calendar year beginning after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Dec. 18, 2020].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–66, § 4, July 10, 1987, 101 Stat. 385, provided 
that: ‘‘The amendment made by section 3 [amending 
this section] shall take effect January 1, 1978.’’

DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY; DEAN JOHN A. KNAUSS 
MARINE POLICY FELLOWSHIP 

Pub. L. 116–221, § 8, Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1059, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—During fiscal year 2021 and any fis-
cal year thereafter, the head of any Federal agency 
may appoint, without regard to the provisions of sub-
chapter I of chapter 33 of title 5, United States Code, 
other than sections 3303 and 3328 of that title, a quali-
fied candidate described in subsection (b) directly to a 
position with the Federal agency for which the can-
didate meets Office of Personnel Management quali-
fication standards. 

‘‘(b) DEAN JOHN A. KNAUSS MARINE POLICY FELLOW-
SHIP.—Subsection (a) applies with respect to a former 
recipient of a Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fel-
lowship under section 208(b) of the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1127(b)) who—

‘‘(1) earned a graduate or post-graduate degree in a 
field related to ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources or policy from an accredited institution of 
higher education; and 

‘‘(2) successfully fulfilled the requirements of the 
fellowship within the executive or legislative branch 
of the United States Government. 
‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—The direct hire authority under 

this section shall be exercised with respect to a specific 
qualified candidate not later than 2 years after the date 
that the candidate completed the fellowship described 
in subsection (b).’’

§ 1128. National Sea Grant Advisory Board 

(a) Establishment 

There shall be an independent committee to be 
known as the National Sea Grant Advisory 
Board. 

(b) Duties 

(1) In general 

The Board shall advise the Secretary and the 
Director concerning—

(A) strategies for utilizing the sea grant 
college program to address the Nation’s 
highest priorities regarding the under-
standing, assessment, development, manage-
ment, utilization, and conservation of ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes resources; 

(B) the designation of sea grant colleges 
and sea grant institutes; and 

(C) such other matters as the Secretary re-
fers to the Board for review and advice. 

(2) Periodic report 

The Board shall report to Congress at least 
once every four years on the state of the na-
tional sea grant college program and shall no-
tify Congress of any significant changes to the 
state of the program not later than two years 
after the submission of such a report. The 
Board shall indicate in each such report the 
progress made toward meeting the priorities 
identified in the strategic plan in effect under 
section 1123(c) of this title and provide a sum-
mary of research conducted under the pro-
gram. 

(3) Availability of resources of Department of 
Commerce 

The Secretary shall make available to the 
Board such information, personnel, and ad-
ministrative services and assistance as it may 
reasonably require to carry out its duties 
under this subchapter. 

(c) Membership, terms, and powers 

(1) The Board shall consist of 15 voting mem-
bers who shall be appointed by the Secretary. 
The Director and a director of a sea grant pro-
gram who is elected by the various directors of 
sea grant programs shall serve as nonvoting 
members of the Board. Not less than 8 of the 
voting members of the Board shall be individ-
uals who, by reason of knowledge, experience, or 
training, are especially qualified in one or more 
of the disciplines and fields included in marine 
science. The other voting members shall be indi-
viduals who, by reason of knowledge, experience, 
or training, are especially qualified in, or rep-
resentative of, education, marine affairs and re-
source management, coastal management, ex-
tension services, State government, industry, 
economics, planning, or any other activity 
which is appropriate to, and important for, any 
effort to enhance the understanding, assess-
ment, development, management, utilization, or 
conservation of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 
resources. No individual is eligible to be a vot-
ing member of the Board if the individual is (A) 
the director of a sea grant college or sea grant 
institute; (B) an applicant for, or beneficiary (as 
determined by the Secretary) of, any grant or 
contract under section 1124 of this title; or (C) a 
full-time officer or employee of the United 
States. 

(2) The term of office of a voting member of 
the Board shall be 3 years for a member ap-
pointed before November 26, 2002, and 4 years for 
a member appointed or reappointed after No-
vember 26, 2002. The Director may extend the 
term of office of a voting member of the Board 
appointed before November 26, 2002, by up to 1 
year. At least once each year, the Secretary 
shall publish a notice in the Federal Register so-
liciting nominations for membership on the 
Board. 

(3) Any individual appointed to a partial or 
full term may be reappointed for one additional 
full term. The Director may extend the term of 
office of a voting member of the Board once by 
up to 1 year. 

(4) The Board shall select one voting member 
to serve as the Chairman and another voting 
member to serve as the Vice Chairman. The Vice 
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Chairman shall act as Chairman in the absence 
or incapacity of the Chairman. 

(5) Voting members of the Board shall—
(A) receive compensation at a rate estab-

lished by the Secretary, not to exceed the 
maximum daily rate payable under section 
5376 of title 5, when actually engaged in the 
performance of duties for such Board; and 

(B) be reimbursed for actual and reasonable 
expenses incurred in the performance of such 
duties.

(6) The Board shall meet on a biannual basis 
and, at any other time, at the call of the Chair-
man or upon the request of a majority of the 
voting members or of the Director. 

(7) The Board may exercise such powers as are 
reasonably necessary in order to carry out its 
duties under subsection (b). 

(8) The Board may establish such subcommit-
tees as are reasonably necessary to carry out its 
duties under subsection (b). Such subcommittees 
may include individuals who are not Board 
members. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 209, as added Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1967; amended 
Pub. L. 96–289, § 1(5), June 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 605; 
Pub. L. 100–220, title III, §§ 3104(b)(1)(F), 3108, 
Dec. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 1471, 1473; Pub. L. 102–186, 
§§ 4(b)(1)(E), (F), 5(b)(2), Dec. 4, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1283, 1284; Pub. L. 105–160, §§ 4(b)(1), 8, Mar. 6, 
1998, 112 Stat. 22, 25; Pub. L. 107–299, § 6, Nov. 26, 
2002, 116 Stat. 2346; Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(A), 
(C)(iii)–(e), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4208; Pub. L. 
116–221, §§ 5, 11(2), Dec. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1058, 
1061.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 116–221, § 5, substituted 
‘‘Periodic’’ for ‘‘Biennial’’ in heading, substituted ‘‘The 
Board shall report to Congress at least once every four 
years on the state of the national sea grant college pro-
gram and shall notify Congress of any significant 
changes to the state of the program not later than two 
years after the submission of such a report.’’ for ‘‘The 
Board shall report to the Congress every two years on 
the state of the national sea grant college program.’’ in 
first sentence, and inserted ‘‘and provide a summary of 
research conducted under the program’’ after ‘‘section 
1123(c) of this title’’ in second sentence. Former third 
sentence redesignated subsec. (b)(3). 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 116–221, § 11(2), designated third 
sentence of subsec. (b)(2) as par. (3) and inserted head-
ing. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(A), substituted ‘‘Na-
tional Sea Grant Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘Sea grant re-
view panel’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(A), added subsec. 
(a) and struck out former subsec. (a). Prior to amend-
ment, text read as follows: ‘‘There shall be established 
an independent committee to be known as the sea 
grant review panel.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(b), amended subsec. (b) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) related to 
duties of sea grant review panel. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(4)(C)(iii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘panel’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(c), inserted ‘‘coastal 
management,’’ after ‘‘resource management,’’ and 
‘‘management,’’ after ‘‘development,’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(d), substituted ‘‘The 
Director may extend the term of office of a voting 
member of the Board once by up to 1 year.’’ for ‘‘A vot-

ing member may serve after the date of the expiration 
of the term of office for which appointed until his or 
her successor has taken office.’’

Subsec. (c)(8). Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(e), added par. (8). 
2002—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 107–299 inserted first and 

second sentences and struck out former first sentence 
which read as follows: ‘‘The term of office of a voting 
member of the panel shall be 3 years, except that of the 
original appointees, five shall be appointed for a term 
of 1 year, five shall be appointed for a term of 2 years, 
and five shall be appointed for a term of 3 years.’’

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–160, § 8(a), struck out at 
end ‘‘The panel shall, on the 60th day after October 8, 
1976, supersede the sea grant advisory panel in exist-
ence before October 8, 1976.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–160, §§ 4(b)(1), 8(b)(1), inserted 
heading and in introductory provisions substituted 
‘‘The panel’’ for ‘‘The Panel’’ and struck out ‘‘, the 
Under Secretary,’’ after ‘‘the Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–160, § 8(b)(2), struck out 
‘‘and section 1124a of this title’’ before semicolon at 
end. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 105–160, § 8(b)(3), substituted 
‘‘institutes’’ for ‘‘regional consortia’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 105–160, § 8(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘college or sea grant institute’’ for ‘‘college, sea grant 
regional consortium, or sea grant program’’. 

Subsec. (c)(5)(A). Pub. L. 105–160, § 8(c)(2), added sub-
par. (A) and struck out former subpar. (A) which read 
as follows: ‘‘receive compensation at the daily rate for 
GS–18 of the General Schedule under section 5332 of 
title 5 when actually engaged in the performance of du-
ties for such panel; and’’. 

1991—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 102–186, § 4(b)(1)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 1124’’ for ‘‘sections 1124 and 1125’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 102–186, §§ 4(b)(1)(F), 5(b)(2), in-
serted ‘‘marine affairs and resource management,’’ 
after ‘‘education,’’ in fourth sentence and struck out 
‘‘or 1125’’ after ‘‘1124’’ in last sentence. 

1987—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3108(1), in introduc-
tory provisions, substituted ‘‘The Panel shall advise 
the Secretary, the Under Secretary, and the Director 
concerning—’’ for ‘‘The panel shall take such steps as 
may be necessary to review, and shall advise the Sec-
retary, the Administrator, and the Director with re-
spect to—’’, and in par. (1), inserted ‘‘and section 1124a 
of this title’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 100–220, §§ 3104(b)(1)(F), 
3108(2)(A), (B), amended second sentence generally, sub-
stituted ‘‘8’’ for ‘‘five’’ in third sentence, and sub-
stituted ‘‘ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources’’ 
for ‘‘ocean and coastal resources’’ in fourth sentence. 
Prior to amendment, second sentence read as follows: 
‘‘The Director shall serve as a nonvoting member of the 
panel.’’

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3108(2)(C), inserted at 
end ‘‘At least once each year, the Secretary shall pub-
lish a notice in the Federal Register soliciting nomina-
tions for membership on the panel.’’

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 100–220, § 3108(2)(D), struck out 
‘‘, or until 90 days after such date, whichever is ear-
lier’’ after ‘‘office’’ at end of second sentence. 

1980—Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 96–289 substituted author-
ization for reappointment for one additional full term 
of an appointee to a partial or full term for prior au-
thorization for filling vacancies for remainder of ap-
pointee’s term and prohibition against status as a vot-
ing member after service of one full term as such vot-
ing member.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 110–394, § 9(a)(1)–(3), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 
4207, provided that: 

‘‘(1) REDESIGNATION.—The sea grant review panel es-
tablished by section 209 of the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1128), as in effect before the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 13, 2008], is re-
designated as the National Sea Grant Advisory Board. 
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‘‘(2) MEMBERSHIP NOT AFFECTED.—An individual serv-
ing as a member of the sea grant review panel imme-
diately before date of the enactment of this Act may 
continue to serve as a member of the National Sea 
Grant Advisory Board until the expiration of such 
member’s term under section 209(c) of such Act (33 
U.S.C. 1128(c)). 

‘‘(3) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, map, regu-
lation, document, paper, or other record of the United 
States to such sea grant review panel is deemed to be 
a reference to the National Sea Grant Advisory Board.’’

§ 1129. Interagency cooperation 

Each department, agency, or other instrumen-
tality of the Federal Government which is en-
gaged in or concerned with, or which has author-
ity over, matters relating to ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes resources—

(1) may, upon a written request from the 
Secretary, make available, on a reimbursable 
basis or otherwise any personnel (with their 
consent and without prejudice to their posi-
tion and rating), service, or facility which the 
Secretary deems necessary to carry out any 
provision of this subchapter; 

(2) shall, upon a written request from the 
Secretary, furnish any available data or other 
information which the Secretary deems nec-
essary to carry out any provision of this sub-
chapter; and 

(3) shall cooperate with the Administration 
and duly authorized officials thereof. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 210, as added Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1968; amended 
Pub. L. 100–220, title III, § 3104(b)(1)(G), Dec. 29, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1471.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–220 substituted ‘‘ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes resources’’ for ‘‘ocean and coastal re-
sources’’ in introductory provisions. 

§ 1130. Repealed. Pub. L. 102–186, § 5(a), Dec. 4, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1283

Section, Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 211, as added Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1968; amended Pub. L. 
95–428, §§ 2(b), 3(4), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 999; Pub. L. 
100–220, title III, § 3109, Dec. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 1473, au-
thorized grants for graduate programs in marine affairs 
and resource management during fiscal years 1988 
through 1990. 

§ 1131. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Authorization 

(1) In general 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary to carry out this subchapter—

(A) $87,520,000 for fiscal year 2021; 
(B) $91,900,000 for fiscal year 2022; 
(C) $96,500,000 for fiscal year 2023; 
(D) $101,325,000 for fiscal year 2024; and 
(E) $105,700,000 for fiscal year 2025. 

(2) Priority activities for fiscal years 2021 
through 2025

In addition to the amounts authorized to be 
appropriated under paragraph (1), there are 
authorized to be appropriated $6,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2021 through 2025 for com-
petitive grants for the following: 

(A) University research on the biology, 
prevention, and control of aquatic nonnative 
species. 

(B) University research on oyster diseases, 
oyster restoration, and oyster-related 
human health risks. 

(C) University research on the biology, 
prevention, and forecasting of harmful algal 
blooms. 

(D) University research, education, train-
ing, and extension services and activities fo-
cused on coastal resilience and United 
States working waterfronts and other re-
gional or national priority issues identified 
in the strategic plan under section 1123(c)(1) 
of this title. 

(E) University research and extension on 
sustainable aquaculture techniques and 
technologies. 

(F) Fishery research and extension activi-
ties conducted by sea grant colleges or sea 
grant institutes to enhance, and not sup-
plant, existing core program funding. 

(b) Limitations 

(1) Administration 

(A) In general 

There may not be used for administration 
of programs under this subchapter in a fiscal 
year more than 5.5 percent of the lesser of—

(i) the amount authorized to be appro-
priated under this subchapter for the fiscal 
year; or 

(ii) the amount appropriated under this 
subchapter for the fiscal year. 

(B) Critical staffing requirements 

(i) In general 

The Director shall use the authority 
under subchapter VI of chapter 33 of title 
5, and under section 1129 of this title, to 
meet any critical staffing requirement 
while carrying out the activities author-
ized under this subchapter. 

(ii) Exception from cap 

For purposes of subparagraph (A), any 
costs incurred as a result of an exercise of 
authority as described in clause (i) shall 
not be considered an amount used for ad-
ministration of programs under this sub-
chapter in a fiscal year. 

(2) Use for other offices or programs 

Sums appropriated under the authority of 
subsection (a)(2) shall not be available for ad-
ministration of this subchapter by the Na-
tional Sea Grant Office, for any other Admin-
istration or department program, or for any 
other administrative expenses. 

(c) Availability of sums 

Sums appropriated pursuant to this section 
shall remain available until expended. 

(d) Reversion of unobligated amounts 

The amount of any grant, or portion of a 
grant, made to a person under any section of 
this subchapter that is not obligated by that 
person during the first fiscal year for which it 
was authorized to be obligated or during the 
next fiscal year thereafter shall revert to the 
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Secretary. The Secretary shall add that reverted 
amount to the funds available for grants under 
the section for which the reverted amount was 
originally made available. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title II, § 212, as added Pub. L. 
94–461, § 2, Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1968; amended 
Pub. L. 95–58, § 1, June 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 254; Pub. 
L. 95–428, § 3(5), Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 
96–289, § 1(6), June 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 605; Pub. L. 
98–623, title V, § 501(a), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3410; 
Pub. L. 100–220, title III, § 3110, Dec. 29, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1474; Pub. L. 102–186, § 3, Dec. 4, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1282; Pub. L. 105–160, § 9(a), (b), Mar. 6, 1998, 
112 Stat. 26; Pub. L. 107–299, § 7, Nov. 26, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2347; Pub. L. 110–394, § 10, Oct. 13, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4209; Pub. L. 116–221, § 9(a), (b), (c)(2), Dec. 
18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1060, 1061.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (e), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’ and was translated as reading ‘‘this 
title’’ meaning title II of Pub. L. 89–454, which enacted 
this subchapter, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 116–221, § 9(a)(1), amended 
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) author-
ized appropriations for fiscal years 2009 through 2014. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 116–221, § 9(a)(2), amended par. 
(2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) related to 
priority activities for fiscal years 2009 through 2014. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 116–221, § 9(b), amended par. (1) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) related to limi-
tations on amounts for administration of programs. 

Subsecs. (c) to (e). Pub. L. 116–221, § 9(c)(2), redesig-
nated subsecs. (d) and (e) as (c) and (d), respectively, 
and struck out former subsec. (c) which related to dis-
tribution of excess funds. 

2008—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 110–394, § 10(1), added par. 
(1) and struck out former par. (1) which authorized ap-
propriations for fiscal years 2003 through 2008. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 110–394, § 10(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘fiscal years 2009 through 2014—’’ for ‘‘fiscal years 2003 
through 2008—’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 110–394, § 10(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘biology, prevention, and control of aquatic’’ 
for ‘‘biology and control of zebra mussels and other im-
portant aquatic’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 110–394, § 10(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘blooms; and’’ for ‘‘blooms, including 
Pfiesteria piscicida; and’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 110–394, § 10(3), substituted 
‘‘performance assessments’’ for ‘‘rating under section 
1123(d)(3)(A) of this title’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 110–394, § 10(4), added par. (2) 
and struck out former par. (2) which read as follows: 
‘‘national strategic investments authorized under sec-
tion 1123(b)(4) of this title;’’. 

2002—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 107–299 amended sub-
secs. (a) to (c) generally, substituting provisions relat-
ing to authorization, limitations, and distribution of 
funds for provisions relating to authorization, program 
elements, and priority oyster disease research. 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–160, § 9(a), inserted head-
ing and amended text of subsec. (a) generally. Prior to 
amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘There is authorized 
to be appropriated to carry out the provisions of sec-
tions 1124 and 1127 of this title, and section 1124a of this 
title, an amount—

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 1991, not to exceed $44,398,000; 
‘‘(2) for fiscal year 1992, not to exceed $46,014,000; 
‘‘(3) for fiscal year 1993, not to exceed $47,695,000; 
‘‘(4) for fiscal year 1994, not to exceed $49,443,000; 

and 

‘‘(5) for fiscal year 1995, not to exceed $51,261,000.’’
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–160, § 9(b), inserted subsec. 

heading and amended par. (1) generally. Prior to 
amendment, par. (1) read as follows: ‘‘There is author-
ized to be appropriated for administration of this sub-
chapter, including section 1128 of this title, by the Na-
tional Sea Grant Office and the Administration, an 
amount—

‘‘(A) for fiscal year 1991, not to exceed $2,500,000; 
‘‘(B) for fiscal year 1992, not to exceed $2,600,000; 
‘‘(C) for fiscal year 1993, not to exceed $2,700,000; 
‘‘(D) for fiscal year 1994, not to exceed $2,800,000; and 
‘‘(E) for fiscal year 1995, not to exceed $2,900,000.’’

1991—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 102–186 amended sub-
secs. (a) to (c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsecs. 
(a) to (c) read as follows: 

‘‘(a) There is authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out the provisions of this subchapter other than sec-
tions 1125 and 1130 of this title, an amount—

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 1988, not to exceed $41,500,000; 
‘‘(2) for fiscal year 1989, not to exceed $50,500,000; 

and 
‘‘(3) for fiscal year 1990, not to exceed $51,000,000. 

‘‘(b) There is authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out section 1125 of this title and section 1127(c) of this 
title, an amount—

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 1988, not to exceed $500,000; 
‘‘(2) for fiscal year 1989, not to exceed $5,000,000; and 
‘‘(3) for fiscal year 1990, not to exceed $10,000,000. 

‘‘(c) There is authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out section 1130 of this title, an amount—

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 1988, not to exceed $2,000,000; 
‘‘(2) for fiscal year 1989, not to exceed $2,500,000; and 
‘‘(3) for fiscal year 1990, not to exceed $3,000,000.’’

1987—Pub. L. 100–220 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions of subsecs. (a) to (e) relating to ap-
propriations authorizations for fiscal years 1988, 1989, 
and 1990, for provisions formerly contained in a single 
unlettered paragraph relating to appropriations au-
thorizations for fiscal years 1978 to 1983 and 1985 to 1987. 

1984—Par. (4). Pub. L. 98–623 added par. (4). 
1980—Par. (3). Pub. L. 96–289 added par. (3). 
1978—Pub. L. 95–428 substituted appropriations au-

thorization of $50,000,000 for fiscal years 1977, and 1978, 
for prior $50,000,000 authorization for fiscal years end-
ing Sept. 30, 1977, and 1978, and authorized appropria-
tion of $55,000,000 for fiscal years 1979 and 1980. 

1977—Pub. L. 95–58 substituted ‘‘each of the fiscal 
years ending September 30, 1977, and September 30, 
1978’’ for ‘‘the fiscal year ending September 30, 1977’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

NOTICE OF REPROGRAMMING 

Pub. L. 105–160, § 9(c), Mar. 6, 1998, 112 Stat. 26, pro-
vided that: ‘‘If any funds authorized by this section are 
subject to a reprogramming action that requires notice 
to be provided to the Appropriations Committees of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, notice of 
such action shall concurrently be provided to the Com-
mittees on Science [now Science, Space, and Tech-
nology] and Resources [now Natural Resources] of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate.’’

SUBCHAPTER III—YOUNG FISHERMEN’S 
DEVELOPMENT

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

This subchapter was enacted as part of the Young 
Fishermen’s Development Act, and not as part of titles 
I and II of Pub. L. 89–454 which comprise this chapter. 

§ 1141. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Sea Grant Institution 

The term ‘‘Sea Grant Institution’’ means a 
sea grant college or sea grant institute, as 
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