§ 1734

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS

(c) Contracts for enforcement of Federal laws
and regulations by local law enforcement officials; procedure applicable; contract requirements and implementation
(1) When the Secretary determines that assistance is necessary in enforcing Federal laws and
regulations relating to the public lands or their
resources he shall offer a contract to appropriate local officials having law enforcement authority within their respective jurisdictions
with the view of achieving maximum feasible reliance upon local law enforcement officials in
enforcing such laws and regulations. The Secretary shall negotiate on reasonable terms with
such officials who have authority to enter into
such contracts to enforce such Federal laws and
regulations. In the performance of their duties
under such contracts such officials and their
agents are authorized to carry firearms; execute
and serve any warrant or other process issued by
a court or officer of competent jurisdiction;
make arrests without warrant or process for a
misdemeanor he has reasonable grounds to believe is being committed in his presence or view,
or for a felony if he has reasonable grounds to
believe that the person to be arrested has committed or is committing such felony; search
without warrant or process any person, place, or
conveyance according to any Federal law or rule
of law; and seize without warrant or process any
evidentiary item as provided by Federal law.
The Secretary shall provide such law enforcement training as he deems necessary in order to
carry out the contracted for responsibilities.
While exercising the powers and authorities provided by such contract pursuant to this section,
such law enforcement officials and their agents
shall have all the immunities of Federal law enforcement officials.
(2) The Secretary may authorize Federal personnel or appropriate local officials to carry out
his law enforcement responsibilities with respect to the public lands and their resources.
Such designated personnel shall receive the
training and have the responsibilities and authority provided for in paragraph (1) of this subsection.
(d) Cooperation with regulatory and law enforcement officials of any State or political subdivision in enforcement of laws or ordinances
In connection with the administration and
regulation of the use and occupancy of the public lands, the Secretary is authorized to cooperate with the regulatory and law enforcement officials of any State or political subdivision
thereof in the enforcement of the laws or ordinances of such State or subdivision. Such cooperation may include reimbursement to a
State or its subdivision for expenditures incurred by it in connection with activities which
assist in the administration and regulation of
use and occupancy of the public lands.
(e) Uniformed desert ranger force in California
Desert Conservation Area; establishment; enforcement of Federal laws and regulations
Nothing in this section shall prevent the Secretary from promptly establishing a uniformed
desert ranger force in the California Desert Con-
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servation Area established pursuant to section
1781 of this title for the purpose of enforcing
Federal laws and regulations relating to the
public lands and resources managed by him in
such area. The officers and members of such
ranger force shall have the same responsibilities
and authority as provided for in paragraph (1) of
subsection (c) of this section.
(f) Applicability of other Federal enforcement
provisions
Nothing in this Act shall be construed as reducing or limiting the enforcement authority
vested in the Secretary by any other statute.
(g) Unlawful activities
The use, occupancy, or development of any
portion of the public lands contrary to any regulation of the Secretary or other responsible authority, or contrary to any order issued pursuant to any such regulation, is unlawful and prohibited.
(Pub. L. 94–579, title III, § 303, Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 2763; Pub. L. 101–650, title III, § 321, Dec. 1,
1990, 104 Stat. 5117.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
This Act, referred to in subsecs. (a), (b), and (f), is
Pub. L. 94–579, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2743, as amended,
known as the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976. For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Tables.
CHANGE OF NAME
‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ substituted for
‘‘United States magistrate’’ in subsec. (a) pursuant to
section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under
section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.
MODIFICATION OF REGULATIONS RELATING TO MINING
OPERATIONS ON PUBLIC LANDS; POSTING OF RECLAMATION BOND FOR ALL OPERATIONS INVOLVING SIGNIFICANT SURFACE DISTURBANCE
Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat.
1783–242, 1783–243, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(h) [title I],
Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–242, 3341–243, provided: ‘‘That
regulations pertaining to mining operations on public
lands conducted under the Mining Law of 1872 (30 U.S.C.
22, et seq.) and sections 302, 303, and 603 of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C.
1732, 1733, and 1782) shall be modified to include a requirement for the posting of reclamation bonds by operators for all operations which involve significant surface disturbance, (a) at the discretion of the authorized
officer for operators who have a record of compliance
with pertinent regulations concerning mining on public
lands, and (b) on a mandatory basis only for operators
with a history of noncompliance with the aforesaid regulations: Provided further, That surety bonds, third
party surety bonds, or irrevocable letters of credit shall
qualify as bond instruments: Provided further, That evidence of an equivalent bond posted with a State agency
shall be accepted in lieu of a separate bond: Provided
further, That the amount of such bonds shall be sufficient to cover the costs of reclamation as estimated by
the Bureau of Land Management.’’

§ 1734. Fees, charges, and commissions
(a) Authority to establish and modify
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Secretary may establish reasonable filing
and service fees and reasonable charges, and
commissions with respect to applications and
other documents relating to the public lands
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and may change and abolish such fees, charges,
and commissions.
(b) Deposits for payments to reimburse reasonable costs of United States
The Secretary is authorized to require a deposit of any payments intended to reimburse the
United States for reasonable costs with respect
to applications and other documents relating to
such lands. The moneys received for reasonable
costs under this subsection shall be deposited
with the Treasury in a special account and are
hereby authorized to be appropriated and made
available until expended. As used in this section
‘‘reasonable costs’’ include, but are not limited
to, the costs of special studies; environmental
impact statements; monitoring construction,
operation, maintenance, and termination of any
authorized facility; or other special activities.
In determining whether costs are reasonable
under this section, the Secretary may take into
consideration actual costs (exclusive of management overhead), the monetary value of the
rights or privileges sought by the applicant, the
efficiency to the government processing involved, that portion of the cost incurred for the
benefit of the general public interest rather
than for the exclusive benefit of the applicant,
the public service provided, and other factors
relevant to determining the reasonableness of
the costs.
(c) Refunds
In any case where it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Secretary that any person has
made a payment under any statute relating to
the sale, lease, use, or other disposition of public
lands which is not required or is in excess of the
amount required by applicable law and the regulations issued by the Secretary, the Secretary,
upon application or otherwise, may cause a refund to be made from applicable funds.
(Pub. L. 94–579, title III, § 304, Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 2765.)
FILING FEES FOR APPLICATIONS FOR NONCOMPETITIVE
OIL AND GAS LEASES; STUDY AND REPORT OF RENTAL CHARGES ON OIL AND GAS LEASES
Pub. L. 97–35, title XIV, § 1401(d), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat.
748, provided that:
‘‘(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, effective October 1, 1981, all applications for noncompetitive oil and gas leases shall be accompanied by a
filing fee of not less than $25 for each such application:
Provided, That any increase in the filing fee above $25
shall be established by regulation and subject to the
provisions of the Act of August 31, 1951 (65 Stat. 290)
[probably means title V of that Act which was classified to section 483a of former Title 31, Money and Finance and was repealed and reenacted as section 9701 of
Title 31 by Pub. L. 97–258] the Act of October 20, 1976 (90
Stat. 2765) [probably should be Oct. 21, 1976, meaning
this chapter] but not limited to actual costs. Such fees
shall be retained as a service charge even though the
application or offer may be rejected or withdrawn in
whole or in part.
‘‘(2) The Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed
to conduct a study and report to Congress within one
year of the date of enactment of this Act [Aug. 13, 1981],
regarding the current annual rental charges on all noncompetitive oil and gas leases to investigate the feasibility and effect of raising such rentals.’’

§ 1734a. Availability of excess fees
In fiscal year 1997 and thereafter, all fees, excluding mining claim fees, in excess of the fiscal
year 1996 collections established by the Secretary of the Interior under the authority of section 1734 of this title for processing, recording,
or documenting authorizations to use public
lands or public land natural resources (including
cultural, historical, and mineral) and for providing specific services to public land users, and
which are not presently being covered into any
Bureau of Land Management appropriation accounts, and not otherwise dedicated by law for a
specific distribution, shall be made immediately
available for program operations in this account
and remain available until expended.
(Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(d) [title I],
Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–181, 3009–182.)
CODIFICATION
Section was enacted as part of the Department of the
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1997,
and not as part of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 which comprises this chapter.

§ 1735. Forfeitures and deposits
(a) Credit to separate account in Treasury; appropriation and availability
Any moneys received by the United States as
a result of the forfeiture of a bond or other security by a resource developer or purchaser or permittee who does not fulfill the requirements of
his contract or permit or does not comply with
the regulations of the Secretary; or as a result
of a compromise or settlement of any claim
whether sounding in tort or in contract involving present or potential damage to the public
lands shall be credited to a separate account in
the Treasury and are hereby authorized to be appropriated and made available, until expended
as the Secretary may direct, to cover the cost to
the United States of any improvement, protection, or rehabilitation work on those public
lands which has been rendered necessary by the
action which has led to the forfeiture, compromise, or settlement.
(b) Expenditure of moneys collected administering Oregon and California Railroad and Coos
Bay Wagon Road Grant lands
Any moneys collected under this Act in connection with lands administered under the Act
of August 28, 1937 (50 Stat. 874; 43 U.S.C.
1181a–1181j),1 shall be expended for the benefit of
such land only.
(c) Refunds
If any portion of a deposit or amount forfeited
under this Act is found by the Secretary to be in
excess of the cost of doing the work authorized
under this Act, the Secretary, upon application
or otherwise, may cause a refund of the amount
in excess to be made from applicable funds.
(Pub. L. 94–579, title III, § 305, Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 2765.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
This Act, referred to in subsecs. (b) and (c), is Pub. L.
94–579, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2743, as amended, known as
1 See

References in Text note below.

