§ 509

TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

References to persons causing, procuring, aiding or
assisting were omitted as unnecessary as such persons
are made principals by section 2 of this title.
Also, in first paragraph, word ‘‘agency’’ was substituted for ‘‘branch’’, in view of definitions of department and agency in section 6 of this title.
Words ‘‘upon conviction’’ in last paragraph were
omitted as surplusage since punishment cannot be imposed until a conviction is secured.
Minor changes of phraseology were also made.
AMENDMENTS
1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’.

§ 509. Possessing and making plates or stones for
Government transportation requests
Whoever, except by lawful authority, controls,
holds or possesses any plate, stone, or other
thing, or any part thereof, from which has been
printed or may be printed any form or request
for Government transportation, or uses such
plate, stone, or other thing, or knowingly permits or suffers the same to be used in making
any such form or request or any part of such a
form or request; or
Whoever makes or engraves any plate, stone,
or thing, in the likeness of any plate, stone, or
thing designated for the printing of the genuine
issues of the form or request for Government
transportation; or
Whoever prints, photographs, or in any other
manner makes, executes, or sells any engraving,
photograph, print, or impression in the likeness
of any genuine form or request for Government
transportation, or any part thereof; or
Whoever brings into the United States or any
place subject to the jurisdiction thereof, any
plate, stone, or other thing, or engraving, photograph, print, or other impression of the form or
request for Government transportation—
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.
(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 715; Pub. L.
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 147 (Dec. 11, 1926,
ch. 2, § 2, 44 Stat. 918).
References to persons causing, procuring, aiding or
assisting were omitted as unnecessary as such persons
are made principals by section 2 of this title.
Words ‘‘upon conviction’’ in last paragraph were
omitted as surplusage since punishment cannot be imposed until a conviction is secured.
Minor changes in phraseology were also made.
AMENDMENTS
1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’ in last par.

§ 510. Forging endorsements on Treasury checks
or bonds or securities of the United States
(a) Whoever, with intent to defraud—
(1) falsely makes or forges any endorsement
or signature on a Treasury check or bond or
security of the United States; or
(2) passes, utters, or publishes, or attempts
to pass, utter, or publish, any Treasury check
or bond or security of the United States bearing a falsely made or forged endorsement or
signature;
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shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than ten years, or both.
(b) Whoever, with knowledge that such Treasury check or bond or security of the United
States is stolen or bears a falsely made or forged
endorsement or signature buys, sells, exchanges,
receives, delivers, retains, or conceals any such
Treasury check or bond or security of the
United States shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.
(c) If the face value of the Treasury check or
bond or security of the United States or the aggregate face value, if more than one Treasury
check or bond or security of the United States,
does not exceed $1,000, in any of the above-mentioned offenses, the penalty shall be a fine under
this title or imprisonment for not more than
one year, or both.
(Added Pub. L. 98–151, § 115(a), Nov. 14, 1983, 97
Stat. 976; amended Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV,
§ 3514, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4923; Pub. L. 103–322,
title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(H), (L), Sept. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, §§ 602(e),
606(b), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3503, 3511; Pub. L.
107–273, div. B, title IV, § 4002(a)(1), Nov. 2, 2002,
116 Stat. 1806.)
AMENDMENTS
2002—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘fine
under this title’’ for ‘‘fine of under this title’’.
1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–294, § 602(e), struck out
‘‘that in fact is stolen or bears a forged or falsely made
endorsement or signature’’ after ‘‘bond or security of
the United States’’.
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–294, § 606(b), substituted
‘‘$1,000’’ for ‘‘$500’’.
1994—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330016(1)(L),
substituted ‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more
than $10,000’’.
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330016(1)(H), substituted
‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than
$1,000’’.
1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–647 inserted semicolon
after ‘‘or signature’’ in par. (2) and moved provisions
beginning with ‘‘shall be fined’’ flush with left margin.

§ 511. Altering or removing motor vehicle identification numbers
(a) A person who—
(1) knowingly removes, obliterates, tampers
with, or alters an identification number for a
motor vehicle or motor vehicle part; or
(2) with intent to further the theft of a
motor vehicle, knowingly removes, obliterates, tampers with, or alters a decal or device
affixed to a motor vehicle pursuant to the
Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention Act,
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not
more than 5 years, or both.
(b)(1) Subsection (a) of this section does not
apply to a removal, obliteration, tampering, or
alteration by a person specified in paragraph (2)
of this subsection (unless such person knows
that the vehicle or part involved is stolen).
(2) The persons referred to in paragraph (1) of
this subsection are—
(A) a motor vehicle scrap processor or a
motor vehicle demolisher who complies with
applicable State law with respect to such vehicle or part;
(B) a person who repairs such vehicle or
part, if the removal, obliteration, tampering,

