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§ 9602. Designation of additional hazardous sub-
stances and establishment of reportable re-
leased quantities; regulations 

(a) The Administrator shall promulgate and 
revise as may be appropriate, regulations des-
ignating as hazardous substances, in addition to 
those referred to in section 9601(14) of this title, 
such elements, compounds, mixtures, solutions, 
and substances which, when released into the 
environment may present substantial danger to 
the public health or welfare or the environment, 
and shall promulgate regulations establishing 
that quantity of any hazardous substance the re-
lease of which shall be reported pursuant to sec-
tion 9603 of this title. The Administrator may 
determine that one single quantity shall be the 
reportable quantity for any hazardous sub-
stance, regardless of the medium into which the 
hazardous substance is released. For all hazard-
ous substances for which proposed regulations 
establishing reportable quantities were pub-
lished in the Federal Register under this sub-
section on or before March 1, 1986, the Adminis-
trator shall promulgate under this subsection 
final regulations establishing reportable quan-
tities not later than December 31, 1986. For all 
hazardous substances for which proposed regula-
tions establishing reportable quantities were 
not published in the Federal Register under this 
subsection on or before March 1, 1986, the Ad-
ministrator shall publish under this subsection 
proposed regulations establishing reportable 
quantities not later than December 31, 1986, and 
promulgate final regulations under this sub-
section establishing reportable quantities not 
later than April 30, 1988.’’ 

(b) Unless and until superseded by regulations 
establishing a reportable quantity under sub-
section (a) of this section for any hazardous sub-
stance as defined in section 9601(14) of this title, 
(1) a quantity of one pound, or (2) for those haz-
ardous substances for which reportable quan-
tities have been established pursuant to section 
1321(b)(4) of title 33, such reportable quantity, 
shall be deemed that quantity, the release of 
which requires notification pursuant to section 
9603(a) or (b) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 96–510, title I, § 102, Dec. 11, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2772; Pub. L. 99–499, title I, § 102, Oct. 17, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1617.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–499 inserted provisions 
setting deadlines for promulgation of proposed and 
final regulations. 

§ 9603. Notification requirements respecting re-
leased substances 

(a) Notice to National Response Center upon re-
lease from vessel or offshore or onshore facil-
ity by person in charge; conveyance of notice 
by Center 

Any person in charge of a vessel or an offshore 
or an onshore facility shall, as soon as he has 
knowledge of any release (other than a federally 
permitted release) of a hazardous substance 
from such vessel or facility in quantities equal 
to or greater than those determined pursuant to 
section 9602 of this title, immediately notify the 
National Response Center established under the 

Clean Water Act [33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.] of such 
release. The National Response Center shall con-
vey the notification expeditiously to all appro-
priate Government agencies, including the Gov-
ernor of any affected State. 

(b) Penalties for failure to notify; use of notice or 
information pursuant to notice in criminal 
case 

Any person— 
(1) in charge of a vessel from which a hazard-

ous substance is released, other than a feder-
ally permitted release, into or upon the navi-
gable waters of the United States, adjoining 
shorelines, or into or upon the waters of the 
contiguous zone, or 

(2) in charge of a vessel from which a hazard-
ous substance is released, other than a feder-
ally permitted release, which may affect natu-
ral resources belonging to, appertaining to, or 
under the exclusive management authority of 
the United States (including resources under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act [16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.]), 
and who is otherwise subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States at the time of the re-
lease, or 

(3) in charge of a facility from which a haz-
ardous substance is released, other than a fed-
erally permitted release, 

in a quantity equal to or greater than that de-
termined pursuant to section 9602 of this title 
who fails to notify immediately the appropriate 
agency of the United States Government as soon 
as he has knowledge of such release or who sub-
mits in such a notification any information 
which he knows to be false or misleading shall, 
upon conviction, be fined in accordance with the 
applicable provisions of title 18 or imprisoned 
for not more than 3 years (or not more than 5 
years in the case of a second or subsequent con-
viction), or both. Notification received pursuant 
to this subsection or information obtained by 
the exploitation of such notification shall not be 
used against any such person in any criminal 
case, except a prosecution for perjury or for giv-
ing a false statement. 

(c) Notice to Administrator of EPA of existence 
of storage, etc., facility by owner or operator; 
exception; time, manner, and form of notice; 
penalties for failure to notify; use of notice 
or information pursuant to notice in criminal 
case 

Within one hundred and eighty days after De-
cember 11, 1980, any person who owns or operates 
or who at the time of disposal owned or oper-
ated, or who accepted hazardous substances for 
transport and selected, a facility at which haz-
ardous substances (as defined in section 
9601(14)(C) of this title) are or have been stored, 
treated, or disposed of shall, unless such facility 
has a permit issued under, or has been accorded 
interim status under, subtitle C of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act [42 U.S.C. 6921 et seq.], no-
tify the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency of the existence of such facil-
ity, specifying the amount and type of any haz-
ardous substance to be found there, and any 
known, suspected, or likely releases of such sub-
stances from such facility. The Administrator 
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