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sions of the appellate rules that specify the form and 
page limits of motions and accompanying documents, 
while also adjusting those requirements for electronic 
filing. In addition, it prescribes the procedure for seek-
ing to intervene in the district court or BAP. 

Subdivision (a) retains much of the content of former 
Rule 8011(a) regarding the contents of a motion, re-
sponse, and reply. It also specifies the documents that 
may accompany a motion. Unlike the former rule, 
which allowed the filing of separate briefs supporting a 
motion, subdivision (a) now adopts the practice of 
F.R.App.P. 27(a) of prohibiting the filing of briefs sup-
porting or responding to a motion. The motion or re-
sponse itself must include the party’s legal arguments. 

Subdivision (a)(2)(B) clarifies the procedure for seek-
ing to expedite an appeal. A motion under this provi-
sion seeks to expedite the time for the disposition of 
the appeal as a whole, whereas an emergency motion— 
which is addressed by subdivision (d)—typically in-
volves an urgent request for relief short of disposing of 
the entire appeal (for example, an emergency request 
for a stay pending appeal to prevent imminent 
mootness). In appropriate cases—such as when there is 
an urgent need to resolve the appeal quickly to prevent 
harm—a party may file a motion to expedite the appeal 
as an emergency motion. 

Subdivision (b) retains the substance of former Rule 
8011(b). It authorizes the district court or BAP to act 
on a motion for a procedural order without awaiting a 
response to the motion. It specifies that a party seek-
ing reconsideration, vacation, or modification of the 
order must file a motion within 7 days after service of 
the order. 

Subdivision (c) continues the practice of former Rule 
8011(c) and F.R.App.P. 27(e) of dispensing with oral ar-
gument of motions in the district court or BAP unless 
the court orders otherwise. 

Subdivision (d), which carries forward the content of 
former Rule 8011(d), governs emergency motions that 
the district court or BAP may rule on without awaiting 
a response when necessary to prevent irreparable harm. 
A party seeking expedited action on a motion in the 
district court or BAP must explain the nature of the 
emergency, whether all grounds in support of the mo-
tion were first presented to the bankruptcy court, and, 
if not, why the district court or BAP should not re-
mand for reconsideration. The moving party must also 
explain the steps taken to notify opposing counsel and 
any unrepresented parties in advance of filing the 
emergency motion and, if they were not notified, why 
it was impracticable to do so. 

Subdivision (e), like former Rule 8011(e) and similar 
to F.R.App.P. 27(c), authorizes a single BAP judge to 
rule on certain motions. This authority, however, does 
not extend to issuing rulings that would dispose of the 
appeal. For that reason, the rule now prohibits a single 
BAP judge from denying a motion for a stay pending 
appeal when the effect of that ruling would be to re-
quire dismissal of the appeal as moot. A ruling by a sin-
gle judge is subject to review by the BAP. 

Subdivision (f) incorporates by reference the for-
matting and appearance requirements of F.R.App.P. 
27(d)(1). When paper versions of the listed documents 
are filed, they must comply with the requirements of 
the specified rules regarding reproduction, covers, bind-
ing, appearance, and format. When these documents are 
filed electronically, they must comply with the rel-
evant requirements of the specified rules regarding cov-
ers and format. Subdivision (f) also specifies page lim-
its for motions, responses, and replies, which is a mat-
ter that former Rule 8011 did not address. 

Subdivision (g) clarifies the procedure for seeking to 
intervene in a proceeding that has been appealed. It is 
based on F.R.App.P. 15(d), but it also requires the mov-
ing party to explain why intervention is being sought 
at the appellate stage. The former Part VIII rules did 
not address intervention. 

Changes Made After Publication and Comment. Subdivi-
sion (a)(2)(D) was changed to allow the court to require 
a notice of motion or proposed order. A stylistic change 
was made to subdivision (d)(2)(B). 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2018 AMENDMENT 

Subdivision (f)(3) is amended to conform to 
F.R.App.P. 27(d)(2), which was recently amended to re-
place page limits with word limits for motions and re-
sponses produced using a computer. The word limits 
were derived from the current page limits, using the as-
sumption that one page is equivalent to 260 words. Doc-
uments produced using a computer must include the 
certificate of compliance required by Rule 8015(h); Offi-
cial Form 417C suffices to meet that requirement. Page 
limits are retained for papers prepared without the aid 
of a computer (i.e., handwritten or typewritten papers). 
For both the word limit and the page limit, the calcula-
tion excludes the accompanying documents required by 
Rule 8013(a)(2)(C) and any items listed in Rule 8015(h). 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure, referred to 
in subd. (f)(1), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, 
Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

Rule 8014. Briefs 

(a) APPELLANT’S BRIEF. The appellant’s brief 
must contain the following under appropriate 
headings and in the order indicated: 

(1) a corporate disclosure statement, if re-
quired by Rule 8012; 

(2) a table of contents, with page references; 
(3) a table of authorities—cases (alphabeti-

cally arranged), statutes, and other authori-
ties—with references to the pages of the brief 
where they are cited; 

(4) a jurisdictional statement, including: 
(A) the basis for the bankruptcy court’s 

subject-matter jurisdiction, with citations 
to applicable statutory provisions and stat-
ing relevant facts establishing jurisdiction; 

(B) the basis for the district court’s or 
BAP’s jurisdiction, with citations to appli-
cable statutory provisions and stating rel-
evant facts establishing jurisdiction; 

(C) the filing dates establishing the timeli-
ness of the appeal; and 

(D) an assertion that the appeal is from a 
final judgment, order, or decree, or informa-
tion establishing the district court’s or 
BAP’s jurisdiction on another basis; 

(5) a statement of the issues presented and, 
for each one, a concise statement of the appli-
cable standard of appellate review; 

(6) a concise statement of the case setting 
out the facts relevant to the issues submitted 
for review, describing the relevant procedural 
history, and identifying the rulings presented 
for review, with appropriate references to the 
record; 

(7) a summary of the argument, which must 
contain a succinct, clear, and accurate state-
ment of the arguments made in the body of 
the brief, and which must not merely repeat 
the argument headings; 

(8) the argument, which must contain the 
appellant’s contentions and the reasons for 
them, with citations to the authorities and 
parts of the record on which the appellant re-
lies; 

(9) a short conclusion stating the precise re-
lief sought; and 

(10) the certificate of compliance, if required 
by Rule 8015(a)(7) or (b). 

(b) APPELLEE’S BRIEF. The appellee’s brief 
must conform to the requirements of subdivi-
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sion (a)(1)–(8) and (10), except that none of the 
following need appear unless the appellee is dis-
satisfied with the appellant’s statement: 

(1) the jurisdictional statement; 
(2) the statement of the issues and the appli-

cable standard of appellate review; and 
(3) the statement of the case. 

(c) REPLY BRIEF. The appellant may file a brief 
in reply to the appellee’s brief. A reply brief 
must comply with the requirements of subdivi-
sion (a)(2)–(3). 

(d) STATUTES, RULES, REGULATIONS, OR SIMI-
LAR AUTHORITY. If the court’s determination of 
the issues presented requires the study of the 
Code or other statutes, rules, regulations, or 
similar authority, the relevant parts must be set 
out in the brief or in an addendum. 

(e) BRIEFS IN A CASE INVOLVING MULTIPLE AP-
PELLANTS OR APPELLEES. In a case involving 
more than one appellant or appellee, including 
consolidated cases, any number of appellants or 
appellees may join in a brief, and any party may 
adopt by reference a part of another’s brief. Par-
ties may also join in reply briefs. 

(f) CITATION OF SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITIES. If 
pertinent and significant authorities come to a 
party’s attention after the party’s brief has been 
filed—or after oral argument but before a deci-
sion—a party may promptly advise the district 
or BAP clerk by a signed submission setting 
forth the citations. The submission, which must 
be served on the other parties to the appeal, 
must state the reasons for the supplemental ci-
tations, referring either to the pertinent page of 
a brief or to a point argued orally. The body of 
the submission must not exceed 350 words. Any 
response must be made within 7 days after the 
party is served, unless the court orders other-
wise, and must be similarly limited. 

(Added Apr. 25, 2014, eff. Dec. 1, 2014.) 

PRIOR RULE 

A prior Rule 8014, Apr. 25, 1983, eff. Aug. 1, 1983, as 
amended Mar. 30, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987, related to costs, 
prior to revision of Part VIII, Apr. 25, 2014, eff. Dec. 1, 
2014. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2014 

This rule is derived from former Rule 8010(a) and (b) 
and F.R.App.P. 28. Adopting much of the content of 
Rule 28, it provides greater detail than former Rule 8010 
contained regarding appellate briefs. 

Subdivision (a) prescribes the content and structure 
of the appellant’s brief. It largely follows former Rule 
8010(a)(1), but, to ensure national uniformity, it elimi-
nates the provision authorizing a district court or BAP 
to alter these requirements. Subdivision (a)(1) provides 
that when Rule 8012 requires an appellant to file a cor-
porate disclosure statement, it must be placed at the 
beginning of the appellant’s brief. Subdivision (a)(10) is 
new. It implements the requirement under Rule 
8015(a)(7)(C) and (b) for the filing of a certificate of 
compliance with the limit on the number of words or 
lines allowed to be in a brief. 

Subdivision (b) carries forward the provisions of 
former Rule 8010(a)(2). 

Subdivision (c) is derived from F.R.App.P. 28(c). It au-
thorizes an appellant to file a reply brief, which will 
generally complete the briefing process. 

Subdivision (d) is similar to former Rule 8010(b), but 
it is reworded to reflect the likelihood that briefs will 
generally be filed electronically rather than in paper 
form. 

Subdivision (e) mirrors F.R.App.P. 28(i). It authorizes 
multiple appellants or appellees to join in a single 
brief. It also allows a party to incorporate by reference 
portions of another party’s brief. 

Subdivision (f) adopts the procedures of F.R.App.P. 
28(j) with respect to the filing of supplemental authori-
ties with the district court or BAP after a brief has 
been filed or after oral argument. Unlike the appellate 
rule, it specifies a period of 7 days for filing a response 
to a submission of supplemental authorities. The sup-
plemental submission and response must comply with 
the signature requirements of Rule 8011(e). 

Changes Made After Publication and Comment. No 
changes were made after publication and comment. 

Rule 8015. Form and Length of Briefs; Form of 
Appendices and Other Papers 

(a) PAPER COPIES OF A BRIEF. If a paper copy 
of a brief may or must be filed, the following 
provisions apply: 

(1) Reproduction. 

(A) A brief may be reproduced by any proc-
ess that yields a clear black image on light 
paper. The paper must be opaque and un-
glazed. Only one side of the paper may be 
used. 

(B) Text must be reproduced with a clarity 
that equals or exceeds the output of a laser 
printer. 

(C) Photographs, illustrations, and tables 
may be reproduced by any method that re-
sults in a good copy of the original. A glossy 
finish is acceptable if the original is glossy. 

(2) Cover. The front cover of a brief must 
contain: 

(A) the number of the case centered at the 
top; 

(B) the name of the court; 
(C) the title of the case as prescribed by 

Rule 8003(d)(2) or 8004(c)(2); 
(D) the nature of the proceeding and the 

name of the court below; 
(E) the title of the brief, identifying the 

party or parties for whom the brief is filed; 
and 

(F) the name, office address, telephone 
number, and e-mail address of counsel rep-
resenting the party for whom the brief is 
filed. 

(3) Binding. The brief must be bound in any 
manner that is secure, does not obscure the 
text, and permits the brief to lie reasonably 
flat when open. 

(4) Paper Size, Line Spacing, and Margins. The 
brief must be on 81⁄2-by-11 inch paper. The text 
must be double-spaced, but quotations more 
than two lines long may be indented and sin-
gle-spaced. Headings and footnotes may be sin-
gle-spaced. Margins must be at least one inch 
on all four sides. Page numbers may be placed 
in the margins, but no text may appear there. 

(5) Typeface. Either a proportionally spaced 
or monospaced face may be used. 

(A) A proportionally spaced face must in-
clude serifs, but sans-serif type may be used 
in headings and captions. A proportionally 
spaced face must be 14-point or larger. 

(B) A monospaced face may not contain 
more than 101⁄2 characters per inch. 

(6) Type Styles. A brief must be set in plain, 
roman style, although italics or boldface may 
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