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ment of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Depart-
ment of Commerce, and the Department of Transpor-
tation, that shall conduct a full review of current poli-
cies and practices within the Uniformed Services to en-
sure that children of Uniformed Services personnel are 
provided financial and medical support in the same 
manner and within the same time frames as is man-
dated for all other children due such support. This re-
view shall include, but not be limited to, issues related 
to withholding non-custodial parents’ wages, service of 
legal process, activities to locate parents and their in-
come and assets, release time to attend civil paternity 
and support proceedings, and health insurance coverage 
under the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the 
Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS). All relevant existing 
statutes, including the Soldiers[’] and Sailors[’] Civil 
Relief Act of 1940 [now Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act] [50 U.S.C. 3901 et seq.], the Uniformed Services 
Former Spouses[’] Protection Act [see Short Title of 
1982 Amendment note set out under section 1401 of Title 
10, Armed Forces], and the Tax Equity and Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act of 1982 [Pub. L. 97–248, see Tables for 
classification], shall be reviewed and appropriate legis-
lative modifications shall be identified. 

(b) Within 180 days of the date of this order, DOD 
shall submit to OMB a report based on this review. The 
report shall recommend additional policy, regulatory 
and legislative changes that would improve and en-
hance the Federal Government’s commitment to ensur-
ing parental support for all children. 

SEC. 402. Additional Federal Agency Actions. (a) OPM 
and HHS shall jointly study and prepare recommenda-
tions concerning additional administrative, regulatory, 
and legislative improvements in the policies and proce-
dures of Federal agencies affecting child support en-
forcement. Other agencies shall be included in the de-
velopment of recommendations for specific items as ap-
propriate. The recommendations shall address, among 
other things: 

(i) any changes that would be needed to ensure that 
Federal employees comply with child support orders 
that require them to provide health insurance coverage 
for their children; 

(ii) changes needed to ensure that more accurate and 
up-to-date data about civilian and uniformed personnel 
who are being sought in conjunction with State pater-
nity or child support actions can be obtained from Fed-
eral agencies and their payroll and personnel records, 
to improve efforts to locate noncustodial parents and 
their income and assets; 

(iii) changes needed for selecting Federal agencies to 
test and evaluate new approaches to the establishment 
and enforcement of child support obligations; 

(iv) proposals to improve service of process for civil-
ian employees and members of the Uniformed Services 
stationed outside the United States, including the pos-
sibility of serving process by certified mail in estab-
lishment and enforcement cases or of designating an 
agent for service of process that would have the same 
effect and bind employees to the same extent as actual 
service upon the employees; 

(v) strategies to facilitate compliance with Federal 
and State child support requirements by quasi-govern-
mental agencies, advisory groups, and commissions; 
and 

(vi) analysis of whether compliance with support or-
ders should be a factor used in defining suitability for 
Federal employment. 

(b) The recommendations are due within 180 days of 
the date of this order. The recommendations are to be 
submitted in writing to the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

SEC. 501. Internal Management. This order is intended 
only to improve the internal management of the execu-
tive branch with regard to child support enforcement 
and shall not be interpreted to create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by a 
party against the United States, its officers, or any 
other person. 

SEC. 502. Sovereignty of the United States Government. 
This order is intended only to provide that the Federal 

Government has elected to require Federal agencies to 
adhere to the same standards as are applicable to all 
other employers in the Nation and shall not be inter-
preted as subjecting the Federal Government to any 
State law or requirement. This order should not be con-
strued as a waiver of the sovereign immunity of the 
United States Government or of any existing statutory 
or regulatory provisions, including 42 U.S.C. 659, 662, 
and 665; 5 CFR Part 581; 42 CFR Part 21, Subpart C; 32 
CFR Part 54; and 32 CFR Part 81. 

SEC. 503. Defense and Security. 

This order is not intended to require any action that 
would compromise the defense or national security in-
terest of the United States. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON. 

§ 659a. International support enforcement 

(a) Authority for declarations 

(1) Declaration 

The Secretary of State, with the concur-
rence of the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, is authorized to declare any foreign 
country (or a political subdivision thereof) to 
be a foreign reciprocating country if the for-
eign country has established, or undertakes to 
establish, procedures for the establishment 
and enforcement of duties of support owed to 
obligees who are residents of the United 
States, and such procedures are substantially 
in conformity with the standards prescribed 
under subsection (b). 

(2) Revocation 

A declaration with respect to a foreign coun-
try made pursuant to paragraph (1) may be re-
voked if the Secretaries of State and Health 
and Human Services determine that— 

(A) the procedures established by the for-
eign country regarding the establishment 
and enforcement of duties of support have 
been so changed, or the foreign country’s 
implementation of such procedures is so un-
satisfactory, that such procedures do not 
meet the criteria for such a declaration; or 

(B) continued operation of the declaration 
is not consistent with the purposes of this 
part. 

(3) Form of declaration 

A declaration under paragraph (1) may be 
made in the form of an international agree-
ment, in connection with an international 
agreement or corresponding foreign declara-
tion, or on a unilateral basis. 

(b) Standards for foreign support enforcement 
procedures 

(1) Mandatory elements 

Support enforcement procedures of a foreign 
country which may be the subject of a declara-
tion pursuant to subsection (a)(1) shall include 
the following elements: 

(A) The foreign country (or political sub-
division thereof) has in effect procedures, 
available to residents of the United States— 

(i) for establishment of paternity, and 
for establishment of orders of support for 
children and custodial parents; and 

(ii) for enforcement of orders to provide 
support to children and custodial parents, 
including procedures for collection and ap-
propriate distribution of support payments 
under such orders. 
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(B) The procedures described in subpara-
graph (A), including legal and administra-
tive assistance, are provided to residents of 
the United States at no cost. 

(C) An agency of the foreign country is 
designated as a Central Authority respon-
sible for— 

(i) facilitating support enforcement in 
cases involving residents of the foreign 
country and residents of the United 
States; and 

(ii) ensuring compliance with the stand-
ards established pursuant to this sub-
section. 

(2) Additional elements 

The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices and the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the States, may establish such addi-
tional standards as may be considered nec-
essary to further the purposes of this section. 

(c) Designation of United States Central Author-
ity 

It shall be the responsibility of the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to facilitate sup-
port enforcement in cases involving residents of 
the United States and residents of foreign recip-
rocating countries or foreign treaty countries, 
by activities including— 

(1) development of uniform forms and proce-
dures for use in such cases; 

(2) notification of foreign reciprocating 
countries and foreign treaty countries of the 
State of residence of individuals sought for 
support enforcement purposes, on the basis of 
information provided by the Federal Parent 
Locator Service; and 

(3) such other oversight, assistance, and co-
ordination activities as the Secretary may 
find necessary and appropriate. 

(d) Effect on other laws 

States may enter into reciprocal arrange-
ments for the establishment and enforcement of 
support obligations with foreign countries that 
are not foreign reciprocating countries or for-
eign treaty countries, to the extent consistent 
with Federal law. 

(e) References 

In this part: 

(1) Foreign reciprocating country 

The term ‘‘foreign reciprocating country’’ 
means a foreign country (or political subdivi-
sion thereof) with respect to which the Sec-
retary has made a declaration pursuant to 
subsection (a). 

(2) Foreign treaty country 

The term ‘‘foreign treaty country’’ means a 
foreign country for which the 2007 Family 
Maintenance Convention is in force. 

(3) 2007 Family Maintenance Convention 

The term ‘‘2007 Family Maintenance Conven-
tion’’ means the Hague Convention of 23 No-
vember 2007 on the International Recovery of 
Child Support and Other Forms of Family 
Maintenance. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 459A, as added 
Pub. L. 104–193, title III, § 371(a), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 

Stat. 2252; amended Pub. L. 113–183, title III, 
§ 301(d), Sept. 29, 2014, 128 Stat. 1944.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 113–183, § 301(d)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘foreign reciprocating countries or foreign 
treaty countries’’ for ‘‘foreign countries that are the 
subject of a declaration under this section’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 113–183, § 301(d)(2)(B), inserted 
‘‘and foreign treaty countries’’ after ‘‘foreign recip-
rocating countries’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 113–183, § 301(d)(3), substituted 
‘‘foreign reciprocating countries or foreign treaty 
countries’’ for ‘‘the subject of a declaration pursuant to 
subsection (a)’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–183, § 301(d)(1), added subsec. 
(e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

For effective date of section, see section 395(a)–(c) of 
Pub. L. 104–193, set out as an Effective Date of 1996 
Amendment note under section 654 of this title. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13752. RELATING TO THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL RECOVERY 
OF CHILD SUPPORT AND OTHER FORMS OF FAMILY MAIN-
TENANCE 

Ex. Ord. No. 13752, Dec. 8, 2016, 81 F.R. 90181, provided: 
The United States of America deposited its instru-

ment of ratification of the Hague Convention on the 
International Recovery of Child Support and Other 
Forms of Family Maintenance (Convention) on Septem-
ber 7, 2016. The Convention will enter into force for the 
United States on January 1, 2017. Article 4 of the Con-
vention imposes upon States Parties an obligation to 
designate a ‘‘Central Authority’’ for the purpose of dis-
charging certain specified functions. 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, it is ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Designation of Central Authority. The De-
partment of Health and Human Services is hereby des-
ignated as the Central Authority of the United States 
for purposes of the Convention. The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services is hereby authorized and 
empowered, in accordance with such regulations as the 
Secretary may prescribe, to perform all lawful acts 
that may be necessary and proper in order to execute 
the functions of the Central Authority in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

SEC. 2. Designation of State IV–D Child Support Agen-

cies. The Central Authority may designate the State 
agencies responsible for implementing an approved 
State Plan under title IV–D of the Social Security Act, 
42 U.S.C. 651 et seq., as public bodies authorized to per-
form specific functions in relation to applications 
under the Convention. 

SEC. 3. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order 
shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment, agency, or the head thereof, or the status of 
that department or agency within the Federal Govern-
ment; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 660. Civil action to enforce child support obli-
gations; jurisdiction of district courts 

The district courts of the United States shall 
have jurisdiction, without regard to any amount 
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