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assistance with regard to the completion of
the registration application form as is provided by the office with regard to the completion of its own forms, unless the applicant refuses such assistance.
(7) No information relating to a declination to
register to vote in connection with an application made at an office described in paragraph (6)
may be used for any purpose other than voter
registration.
(b) Federal Government and private sector cooperation
All departments, agencies, and other entities
of the executive branch of the Federal Government shall, to the greatest extent practicable,
cooperate with the States in carrying out subsection (a), and all nongovernmental entities are
encouraged to do so.
(c) Armed Forces recruitment offices
(1) Each State and the Secretary of Defense
shall jointly develop and implement procedures
for persons to apply to register to vote at recruitment offices of the Armed Forces of the
United States.
(2) A recruitment office of the Armed Forces
of the United States shall be considered to be a
voter registration agency designated under subsection (a)(2) for all purposes of this chapter.
(d) Transmittal deadline
(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a completed registration application accepted at a voter registration agency shall be transmitted to the appropriate State election official not later than
10 days after the date of acceptance.
(2) If a registration application is accepted
within 5 days before the last day for registration
to vote in an election, the application shall be
transmitted to the appropriate State election
official not later than 5 days after the date of
acceptance.
(Pub. L. 103–31, § 7, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 80.)
CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg–5 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
EX. ORD. NO. 12926. IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL
VOTER REGISTRATION ACT OF 1993
Ex. Ord. No. 12926, Sept. 12, 1994, 59 F.R. 47227, provided:
By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, including section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, and in order to ensure, as required by section 7(b)
of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42
U.S.C. 1973gg [sic]) [52 U.S.C. 20506(b)] (‘‘the Act’’), that
departments, agencies, and other entities of the executive branch of the Federal Government cooperate with
the States in carrying out the Act’s requirements, it is
hereby ordered as follows:
SECTION 1. Assistance to States. To the greatest extent
practicable, departments, agencies, and other entities
of the executive branch of the Federal Government
that provide, in whole or in part, funding, grants, or assistance for, or with respect to the administration of,
any program of public assistance or services to persons
with disabilities within the meaning of section 7(a) of
the Act shall: (a) provide, to State agencies administering any such program, guidance for the implementation
of the requirements of section 7 of the Act, including
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guidance for use and distribution of voter registration
forms in connection with applications for service;
(b) assist each such State agency administering any
such program with the costs of implementation of the
Act [52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.], consistent with legal authority and the availability of funds, and promptly indicate to each State agency the extent to which such
assistance will be made available; and
(c) designate an office or staff to be available to provide technical assistance to such State agencies.
SEC. 2. Armed Forces Recruitment Offices. The Secretary of Defense is directed to work with the appropriate State elections authorities in each State to develop procedures for persons to apply to register to
vote at Armed Forces recruitment offices as required
by section 7(c) of the Act.
SEC. 3. Acceptance of Designation. To the greatest extent practicable, departments, agencies, or other entities of the executive branch of the Federal Government, if requested to be designated as a voter registration agency pursuant to section 7(a)(3)(B)(ii) of the Act,
shall: (a) agree to such a designation if agreement is
consistent with the department’s, agency’s, or entity’s
legal authority and availability of funds; and
(b) ensure that all of its offices that are located in a
particular State will have available to the public at
least one of the national voter registration forms that
are required under the Act to be available in that
State.
WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

§ 20507. Requirements with respect to administration of voter registration
(a) In general
In the administration of voter registration for
elections for Federal office, each State shall—
(1) ensure that any eligible applicant is registered to vote in an election—
(A) in the case of registration with a
motor vehicle application under section
20504 of this title, if the valid voter registration form of the applicant is submitted to
the appropriate State motor vehicle authority not later than the lesser of 30 days, or
the period provided by State law, before the
date of the election;
(B) in the case of registration by mail
under section 20505 of this title, if the valid
voter registration form of the applicant is
postmarked not later than the lesser of 30
days, or the period provided by State law,
before the date of the election;
(C) in the case of registration at a voter
registration agency, if the valid voter registration form of the applicant is accepted at
the voter registration agency not later than
the lesser of 30 days, or the period provided
by State law, before the date of the election;
and
(D) in any other case, if the valid voter
registration form of the applicant is received
by the appropriate State election official not
later than the lesser of 30 days, or the period
provided by State law, before the date of the
election;
(2) require the appropriate State election official to send notice to each applicant of the
disposition of the application;
(3) provide that the name of a registrant
may not be removed from the official list of eligible voters except—
(A) at the request of the registrant;
(B) as provided by State law, by reason of
criminal conviction or mental incapacity; or
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(C) as provided under paragraph (4);
(4) conduct a general program that makes a
reasonable effort to remove the names of ineligible voters from the official lists of eligible
voters by reason of—
(A) the death of the registrant; or
(B) a change in the residence of the registrant, in accordance with subsections (b),
(c), and (d);
(5) inform applicants under sections 20504,
20505, and 20506 of this title of—
(A) voter eligibility requirements; and
(B) penalties provided by law for submission of a false voter registration application;
and
(6) ensure that the identity of the voter registration agency through which any particular
voter is registered is not disclosed to the public.
(b) Confirmation of voter registration
Any State program or activity to protect the
integrity of the electoral process by ensuring
the maintenance of an accurate and current
voter registration roll for elections for Federal
office—
(1) shall be uniform, nondiscriminatory, and
in compliance with the Voting Rights Act of
1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 10301
et seq.]; and
(2) shall not result in the removal of the
name of any person from the official list of
voters registered to vote in an election for
Federal office by reason of the person’s failure
to vote, except that nothing in this paragraph
may be construed to prohibit a State from
using the procedures described in subsections
(c) and (d) to remove an individual from the
official list of eligible voters if the individual—
(A) has not either notified the applicable
registrar (in person or in writing) or responded during the period described in subparagraph (B) to the notice sent by the applicable registrar; and then
(B) has not voted or appeared to vote in 2
or more consecutive general elections for
Federal office.
(c) Voter removal programs
(1) A State may meet the requirement of subsection (a)(4) by establishing a program under
which—
(A) change-of-address information supplied
by the Postal Service through its licensees is
used to identify registrants whose addresses
may have changed; and
(B) if it appears from information provided
by the Postal Service that—
(i) a registrant has moved to a different
residence address in the same registrar’s jurisdiction in which the registrant is currently registered, the registrar changes the
registration records to show the new address
and sends the registrant a notice of the
change by forwardable mail and a postage
prepaid pre-addressed return form by which
the registrant may verify or correct the address information; or
(ii) the registrant has moved to a different
residence address not in the same registrar’s
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jurisdiction, the registrar uses the notice
procedure described in subsection (d)(2) to
confirm the change of address.
(2)(A) A State shall complete, not later than 90
days prior to the date of a primary or general
election for Federal office, any program the purpose of which is to systematically remove the
names of ineligible voters from the official lists
of eligible voters.
(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not be construed to
preclude—
(i) the removal of names from official lists of
voters on a basis described in paragraph (3)(A)
or (B) or (4)(A) of subsection (a); or
(ii) correction of registration records pursuant to this chapter.
(d) Removal of names from voting rolls
(1) A State shall not remove the name of a registrant from the official list of eligible voters in
elections for Federal office on the ground that
the registrant has changed residence unless the
registrant—
(A) confirms in writing that the registrant
has changed residence to a place outside the
registrar’s jurisdiction in which the registrant
is registered; or
(B)(i) has failed to respond to a notice described in paragraph (2); and
(ii) has not voted or appeared to vote (and, if
necessary, correct the registrar’s record of the
registrant’s address) in an election during the
period beginning on the date of the notice and
ending on the day after the date of the second
general election for Federal office that occurs
after the date of the notice.
(2) A notice is described in this paragraph if it
is a postage prepaid and pre-addressed return
card, sent by forwardable mail, on which the
registrant may state his or her current address,
together with a notice to the following effect:
(A) If the registrant did not change his or
her residence, or changed residence but remained in the registrar’s jurisdiction, the registrant should return the card not later than
the time provided for mail registration under
subsection (a)(1)(B). If the card is not returned, affirmation or confirmation of the registrant’s address may be required before the
registrant is permitted to vote in a Federal
election during the period beginning on the
date of the notice and ending on the day after
the date of the second general election for
Federal office that occurs after the date of the
notice, and if the registrant does not vote in
an election during that period the registrant’s
name will be removed from the list of eligible
voters.
(B) If the registrant has changed residence
to a place outside the registrar’s jurisdiction
in which the registrant is registered, information concerning how the registrant can continue to be eligible to vote.
(3) A voting registrar shall correct an official
list of eligible voters in elections for Federal office in accordance with change of residence information obtained in conformance with this
subsection.
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(e) Procedure for voting following failure to return card
(1) A registrant who has moved from an address in the area covered by a polling place to an
address in the same area shall, notwithstanding
failure to notify the registrar of the change of
address prior to the date of an election, be permitted to vote at that polling place upon oral or
written affirmation by the registrant of the
change of address before an election official at
that polling place.
(2)(A) A registrant who has moved from an address in the area covered by one polling place to
an address in an area covered by a second polling place within the same registrar’s jurisdiction and the same congressional district and
who has failed to notify the registrar of the
change of address prior to the date of an election, at the option of the registrant—
(i) shall be permitted to correct the voting
records and vote at the registrant’s former
polling place, upon oral or written affirmation
by the registrant of the new address before an
election official at that polling place; or
(ii)(I) shall be permitted to correct the voting records and vote at a central location
within the same registrar’s jurisdiction designated by the registrar where a list of eligible
voters is maintained, upon written affirmation
by the registrant of the new address on a
standard form provided by the registrar at the
central location; or
(II) shall be permitted to correct the voting
records for purposes of voting in future elections at the appropriate polling place for the
current address and, if permitted by State law,
shall be permitted to vote in the present election, upon confirmation by the registrant of
the new address by such means as are required
by law.
(B) If State law permits the registrant to vote
in the current election upon oral or written affirmation by the registrant of the new address
at a polling place described in subparagraph
(A)(i) or (A)(ii)(II), voting at the other locations
described in subparagraph (A) need not be provided as options.
(3) If the registration records indicate that a
registrant has moved from an address in the
area covered by a polling place, the registrant
shall, upon oral or written affirmation by the
registrant before an election official at that
polling place that the registrant continues to reside at the address previously made known to
the registrar, be permitted to vote at that polling place.
(f) Change of voting address within a jurisdiction
In the case of a change of address, for voting
purposes, of a registrant to another address
within the same registrar’s jurisdiction, the registrar shall correct the voting registration list
accordingly, and the registrant’s name may not
be removed from the official list of eligible voters by reason of such a change of address except
as provided in subsection (d).
(g) Conviction in Federal court
(1) On the conviction of a person of a felony in
a district court of the United States, the United
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States attorney shall give written notice of the
conviction to the chief State election official
designated under section 20509 of this title of the
State of the person’s residence.
(2) A notice given pursuant to paragraph (1)
shall include—
(A) the name of the offender;
(B) the offender’s age and residence address;
(C) the date of entry of the judgment;
(D) a description of the offenses of which the
offender was convicted; and
(E) the sentence imposed by the court.
(3) On request of the chief State election official of a State or other State official with responsibility for determining the effect that a
conviction may have on an offender’s qualification to vote, the United States attorney shall
provide such additional information as the
United States attorney may have concerning
the offender and the offense of which the offender was convicted.
(4) If a conviction of which notice was given
pursuant to paragraph (1) is overturned, the
United States attorney shall give the official to
whom the notice was given written notice of the
vacation of the judgment.
(5) The chief State election official shall notify the voter registration officials of the local
jurisdiction in which an offender resides of the
information received under this subsection.
(h) Omitted
(i) Public disclosure of voter registration activities
(1) Each State shall maintain for at least 2
years and shall make available for public inspection and, where available, photocopying at a
reasonable cost, all records concerning the implementation of programs and activities conducted for the purpose of ensuring the accuracy
and currency of official lists of eligible voters,
except to the extent that such records relate to
a declination to register to vote or to the identity of a voter registration agency through
which any particular voter is registered.
(2) The records maintained pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include lists of the names and addresses of all persons to whom notices described
in subsection (d)(2) are sent, and information
concerning whether or not each such person has
responded to the notice as of the date that inspection of the records is made.
(j) ‘‘Registrar’s jurisdiction’’ defined
For the purposes of this section, the term
‘‘registrar’s jurisdiction’’ means—
(1) an incorporated city, town, borough, or
other form of municipality;
(2) if voter registration is maintained by a
county, parish, or other unit of government
that governs a larger geographic area than a
municipality, the geographic area governed by
that unit of government; or
(3) if voter registration is maintained on a
consolidated basis for more than one municipality or other unit of government by an office
that performs all of the functions of a voting
registrar, the geographic area of the consolidated municipalities or other geographic
units.
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(Pub. L. 103–31, § 8, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 82; Pub.
L. 107–252, title IX, § 903, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat.
1728.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
The Voting Rights Act of 1965, referred to in subsec.
(b)(1), is Pub. L. 89–110, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat. 437, which
is classified generally to chapters 103 (§ 10301 et seq.),
105 (§ 10501 et seq.), and 107 (§ 10701 et seq.) of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Tables.
CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg–6 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
Section is comprised of section 8 of Pub. L. 103–31.
Subsec. (h) of section 8 of Pub. L. 103–31 enacted section
3629 of Title 39, Postal Service, and amended sections
2401 and 3627 of Title 39.
AMENDMENTS
2002—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 107–252 inserted before period at end ‘‘, except that nothing in this paragraph
may be construed to prohibit a State from using the
procedures described in subsections (c) and (d) to remove an individual from the official list of eligible voters if the individual—
‘‘(A) has not either notified the applicable registrar
(in person or in writing) or responded during the period described in subparagraph (B) to the notice sent
by the applicable registrar; and then
‘‘(B) has not voted or appeared to vote in 2 or more
consecutive general elections for Federal office’’.

§ 20508. Federal coordination and regulations
(a) In general
The Election Assistance Commission—
(1) in consultation with the chief election officers of the States, shall prescribe such regulations as are necessary to carry out paragraphs (2) and (3);
(2) in consultation with the chief election officers of the States, shall develop a mail voter
registration application form for elections for
Federal office;
(3) not later than June 30 of each odd-numbered year, shall submit to the Congress a report assessing the impact of this chapter on
the administration of elections for Federal office during the preceding 2-year period and including recommendations for improvements in
Federal and State procedures, forms, and
other matters affected by this chapter; and
(4) shall provide information to the States
with respect to the responsibilities of the
States under this chapter.
(b) Contents of mail voter registration form
The mail voter registration form developed
under subsection (a)(2)—
(1) may require only such identifying information (including the signature of the applicant) and other information (including data
relating to previous registration by the applicant), as is necessary to enable the appropriate State election official to assess the eligibility of the applicant and to administer
voter registration and other parts of the election process;
(2) shall include a statement that—
(A) specifies each eligibility requirement
(including citizenship);
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(B) contains an attestation that the applicant meets each such requirement; and
(C) requires the signature of the applicant,
under penalty of perjury;
(3) may not include any requirement for notarization or other formal authentication; and
(4) shall include, in print that is identical to
that used in the attestation portion of the application—
(i) the information required in section
20507(a)(5)(A) and (B) of this title;
(ii) a statement that, if an applicant declines to register to vote, the fact that the
applicant has declined to register will remain confidential and will be used only for
voter registration purposes; and
(iii) a statement that if an applicant does
register to vote, the office at which the applicant submits a voter registration application will remain confidential and will be
used only for voter registration purposes.
(Pub. L. 103–31, § 9, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 87; Pub.
L. 107–252, title VIII, § 802(b), Oct. 29, 2002, 116
Stat. 1726.)
CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg–7 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
AMENDMENTS
2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–252 substituted ‘‘Election Assistance Commission’’ for ‘‘Federal Election
Commission’’ in introductory provisions.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 107–252 effective upon appointment of all members of the Election Assistance Commission under section 20923 of this title, see section
21134(a) of this title.

§ 20509. Designation of chief State election official
Each State shall designate a State officer or
employee as the chief State election official to
be responsible for coordination of State responsibilities under this chapter.
(Pub. L. 103–31, § 10, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 87.)
CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg–8 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§ 20510. Civil enforcement and private right of
action
(a) Attorney General
The Attorney General may bring a civil action
in an appropriate district court for such declaratory or injunctive relief as is necessary to carry
out this chapter.
(b) Private right of action
(1) A person who is aggrieved by a violation of
this chapter may provide written notice of the
violation to the chief election official of the
State involved.
(2) If the violation is not corrected within 90
days after receipt of a notice under paragraph
(1), or within 20 days after receipt of the notice

