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(B) Co-chairperson 

The chairperson shall designate, on a ro-

tating basis, a representative from a State 

or local government who is a member of the 

Group to serve as the co-chairperson of the 

Group. 

(3) Additional members 

The chairperson shall appoint, on a rotating 

basis, qualified individuals to the Group. The 

total number of such additional members 

shall— 
(A) be equal to or greater than the total 

number of regular members under paragraph 

(1); and 
(B) include— 

(i) not fewer than 3 representatives from 

the private sector; and 
(ii) representatives from— 

(I) State, local, tribal, and territorial 

entities, including from— 

(aa) law enforcement; 

(bb) fire services; 

(cc) emergency management; and 

(dd) public health entities; 

(II) universities and academia; and 
(III) nonprofit disaster relief organiza-

tions. 

(4) Term limits 

The chairperson shall establish term limits 

for individuals appointed to the Group under 

paragraph (3). 

(d) Consultation with non-members 

To the extent practicable, the Group shall 

work with entities in the public and private sec-

tors to carry out subsection (b). 

(e) Meetings 

(1) Initial meeting 

Not later than 90 days after November 5, 

2015, the Group shall hold its initial meeting. 

(2) Subsequent meetings 

After the initial meeting under paragraph 

(1), the Group shall meet— 
(A) at the call of the chairperson; and 
(B) not less frequently than twice each 

year. 

(3) Virtual meetings 

Each meeting of the Group may be held vir-

tually. 

(f) Reports 

During each year in which the Group meets, 

the Group shall submit to the appropriate con-

gressional committees a report that includes the 

following: 
(1) A review and analysis of current and 

emerging social media technologies being used 

to support preparedness and response activi-

ties related to natural disasters and acts of 

terrorism and other man-made disasters. 
(2) A review of best practices and lessons 

learned on the use of social media tech-

nologies during the response to natural disas-

ters and acts of terrorism and other man-made 

disasters that occurred during the period cov-

ered by the report at issue. 
(3) Recommendations to improve the Depart-

ment’s use of social media technologies for 

emergency management purposes. 

(4) Recommendations to improve public 

awareness of the type of information dissemi-

nated through social media technologies, and 

how to access such information, during a natu-

ral disaster or an act of terrorism or other 

man-made disaster. 

(5) A review of available training for Fed-

eral, State, local, tribal, and territorial offi-

cials on the use of social media technologies in 

response to a natural disaster or an act of ter-

rorism or other man-made disaster. 

(6) A review of coordination efforts with the 

private sector to discuss and resolve legal, 

operational, technical, privacy, and security 

concerns. 

(g) Duration of group 

(1) In general 

The Group shall terminate on the date that 

is 5 years after November 5, 2015, unless the 

chairperson renews the Group for a successive 

5-year period, prior to the date on which the 

Group would otherwise terminate, by submit-

ting to the Committee on Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and 

the Committee on Homeland Security of the 

House of Representatives a certification that 

the continued existence of the Group is nec-

essary to fulfill the purpose described in sub-

section (b). 

(2) Continued renewal 

The chairperson may continue to renew the 

Group for successive 5-year periods by submit-

ting a certification in accordance with para-

graph (1) prior to the date on which the Group 

would otherwise terminate. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title III, § 318, as added Pub. L. 

114–80, § 2(a), Nov. 5, 2015, 129 Stat. 646.) 

SUBCHAPTER IV—DIRECTORATE OF 

BORDER AND TRANSPORTATION SECURITY 

PART A—UNDER SECRETARY FOR BORDER AND 

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY 

§ 201. Under Secretary for Border and Transpor-
tation Security 

There shall be in the Department a Direc-

torate of Border and Transportation Security 

headed by an Under Secretary for Border and 

Transportation Security. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 401, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2177.) 

§ 202. Responsibilities 

The Secretary, acting through the Under Sec-

retary for Border and Transportation Security, 

shall be responsible for the following: 

(1) Preventing the entry of terrorists and the 

instruments of terrorism into the United 

States. 

(2) Securing the borders, territorial waters, 

ports, terminals, waterways, and air, land, and 

sea transportation systems of the United 

States, including managing and coordinating 

those functions transferred to the Department 

at ports of entry. 

(3) Carrying out the immigration enforce-

ment functions vested by statute in, or per-
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formed by, the Commissioner of Immigration 

and Naturalization (or any officer, employee, 

or component of the Immigration and Natu-

ralization Service) immediately before the 

date on which the transfer of functions speci-

fied under section 251 of this title takes effect. 

(4) Establishing and administering rules, in 

accordance with section 236 of this title, gov-

erning the granting of visas or other forms of 

permission, including parole, to enter the 

United States to individuals who are not a cit-

izen or an alien lawfully admitted for perma-

nent residence in the United States. 

(5) Establishing national immigration en-

forcement policies and priorities. 

(6) Except as provided in part C of this sub-

chapter, administering the customs laws of 

the United States. 

(7) Conducting the inspection and related ad-

ministrative functions of the Department of 

Agriculture transferred to the Secretary of 

Homeland Security under section 231 of this 

title. 

(8) In carrying out the foregoing responsibil-

ities, ensuring the speedy, orderly, and effi-

cient flow of lawful traffic and commerce. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 402, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2177.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Part C of this subchapter, referred to in par. (6), was 

in the original ‘‘subtitle C’’, meaning subtitle C (§ 421 et 

seq.) of title IV of Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 

2182, which enacted part C (§ 231 et seq.) of this sub-

chapter and amended sections 2279e and 2279f of Title 7, 

Agriculture, and sections 115, 44901, and 47106 of Title 

49, Transportation. For complete classification of sub-

title C to the Code, see Tables. 

The customs laws of the United States, referred to in 

par. (6), are classified generally to Title 19, Customs 

Duties. 

§ 203. Functions transferred 

In accordance with subchapter XII (relating to 

transition provisions), there shall be transferred 

to the Secretary the functions, personnel, as-

sets, and liabilities of— 

(1) the United States Customs Service of the 

Department of the Treasury, including the 

functions of the Secretary of the Treasury re-

lating thereto; 

(2) the Transportation Security Administra-

tion of the Department of Transportation, in-

cluding the functions of the Secretary of 

Transportation, and of the Under Secretary of 

Transportation for Security, relating thereto; 

(3) the Federal Protective Service of the 

General Services Administration, including 

the functions of the Administrator of General 

Services relating thereto; 

(4) the Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Center of the Department of the Treasury; and 

(5) the Office for Domestic Preparedness of 

the Office of Justice Programs, including the 

functions of the Attorney General relating 

thereto. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 403, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2178.) 

PART B—UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE 

§ 211. Establishment; Commissioner of Customs 

(a) Establishment 

There is established in the Department the 

United States Customs Service, under the au-

thority of the Under Secretary for Border and 

Transportation Security, which shall be vested 

with those functions including, but not limited 

to those set forth in section 215(7) of this title, 

and the personnel, assets, and liabilities attrib-

utable to those functions. 

(b) Commissioner of Customs 

(1) In general 

There shall be at the head of the Customs 

Service a Commissioner of Customs, who shall 

be appointed by the President, by and with the 

advice and consent of the Senate. 

(2) Omitted 

(3) Continuation in office 

The individual serving as the Commissioner 

of Customs on the day before the effective 

date of this chapter may serve as the Commis-

sioner of Customs on and after such effective 

date until a Commissioner of Customs is ap-

pointed under paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 411, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2178.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The effective date of this chapter, referred to in sub-

sec. (b)(3), is 60 days after Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of 

Pub. L. 107–296, set out as an Effective Date note under 

section 101 of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 411 of Pub. L. 107–296. 

Subsec. (b)(2) of section 411 of Pub. L. 107–296 amended 

section 5314 of Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Customs Service, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b)(1), 

changed to Bureau of Customs and Border Protection 

by Reorganization Plan Modification for the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security, eff. Mar. 1, 2003, H. Doc. 

No. 108–32, 108th Congress, 1st Session, set out as a note 

under section 542 of this title. 

BORDER JOBS FOR VETERANS 

Pub. L. 114–68, Oct. 16, 2015, 129 Stat. 555, provided 

that: 

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Border Jobs for Veter-

ans Act of 2015’. 

‘‘SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

‘‘Congress finds the following: 

‘‘(1) Customs and Border Protection officers at 

United States ports of entry carry out critical law 

enforcement duties associated with screening foreign 

visitors, returning United States citizens, and im-

ported cargo entering the United States. 

‘‘(2) It is in the national interest for United States 

ports of entry to be adequately staffed with Customs 

and Border Protection officers in a timely fashion, 

including meeting the congressionally funded staffing 

target of 23,775 officers for fiscal year 2015. 

‘‘(3) An estimated 250,000 to 300,000 members of the 

Armed Forces separate from military service every 

year. 
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