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TITLE 4—FLAG AND SEAL, SEAT OF GOVERNMENT, AND THE STATES

permit it to be easily torn, soiled, or damaged in
any way.
(f) The flag should never be used as a covering
for a ceiling.

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Revised
Section
9 ................

Source (U.S. Code)
36:177.

(g) The flag should never have placed upon it,
nor on any part of it, nor attached to it any
mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature.
(h) The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering anything.
(i) The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever. It
should not be embroidered on such articles as
cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed
or otherwise impressed on paper napkins or
boxes or anything that is designed for temporary use and discard. Advertising signs should
not be fastened to a staff or halyard from which
the flag is flown.
(j) No part of the flag should ever be used as
a costume or athletic uniform. However, a flag
patch may be affixed to the uniform of military
personnel, firemen, policemen, and members of
patriotic organizations. The flag represents a
living country and is itself considered a living
thing. Therefore, the lapel flag pin being a replica, should be worn on the left lapel near the
heart.
(k) The flag, when it is in such condition that
it is no longer a fitting emblem for display,
should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.
(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112
Stat. 1497.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Revised
Section
8 ................

Source (U.S. Code)
36:176.

Source (Statutes at Large)
June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 4, 56
Stat. 379; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, § 4, 56 Stat. 1076; July
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344,
(12)–(16), 90 Stat. 812.

§ 9. Conduct during hoisting, lowering or passing
of flag

§ 10

Source (Statutes at Large)
June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 5, 56
Stat. 380; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, § 5, 56 Stat. 1077; July
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344, (17),
90 Stat. 812.

AMENDMENTS
2008—Pub. L. 110–181 substituted ‘‘all persons present
in uniform should render the military salute. Members
of the Armed Forces and veterans who are present but
not in uniform may render the military salute. All
other persons present should face the flag and stand at
attention with their right hand over the heart, or if applicable, remove their headdress with their right hand
and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the
heart. Citizens of other countries present should stand
at attention. All such conduct toward the flag in a
moving column should be rendered at the moment the
flag passes.’’ for ‘‘all persons present except those in
uniform should face the flag and stand at attention
with the right hand over the heart. Those present in
uniform should render the military salute. When not in
uniform, men should remove their headdress with their
right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand
being over the heart. Aliens should stand at attention.
The salute to the flag in a moving column should be
rendered at the moment the flag passes.’’

§ 10. Modification of rules and customs by President
Any rule or custom pertaining to the display
of the flag of the United States of America, set
forth herein, may be altered, modified, or repealed, or additional rules with respect thereto
may be prescribed, by the Commander in Chief
of the Armed Forces of the United States, whenever he deems it to be appropriate or desirable;
and any such alteration or additional rule shall
be set forth in a proclamation.
(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112
Stat. 1498.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Revised
Section
10 ...............

Source (U.S. Code)
36:178.

Source (Statutes at Large)
June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 8, 56
Stat. 380; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, § 8, 56 Stat. 1077; July
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344, (20),
90 Stat. 813.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering
the flag or when the flag is passing in a parade
or in review, all persons present in uniform
should render the military salute. Members of
the Armed Forces and veterans who are present
but not in uniform may render the military salute. All other persons present should face the
flag and stand at attention with their right hand
over the heart, or if applicable, remove their
headdress with their right hand and hold it at
the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.
Citizens of other countries present should stand
at attention. All such conduct toward the flag in
a moving column should be rendered at the moment the flag passes.
(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112
Stat. 1498; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title V, § 594,
Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 138.)

Herein, referred to in text, means sections 4 to 10 of
this title.
PROC. NO. 2605. THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES
Proc. No. 2605, Feb. 18, 1944, 9 F.R. 1957, 58 Stat. 1126,
provided:
The flag of the United States of America is universally representative of the principles of the justice, liberty, and democracy enjoyed by the people of the
United States; and
People all over the world recognize the flag of the
United States as symbolic of the United States; and
The effective prosecution of the war requires a proper
understanding by the people of other countries of the
material assistance being given by the Government of
the United States:
NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the power vested in
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
particularly by the Joint Resolution approved June 22,
1942, as amended by the Joint Resolution approved December 22, 1942 [now sections 4 to 10 of this title], as

