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TITLE 26—INTERNAL REVENUE CODE

tion, of natural herbs, spices, fruit juices, aromatics, essences, and other natural flavorings in
such quantities or proportions as to enable such
products to be distinguished from any natural
wine not so treated, and with or without carbon
dioxide naturally or artificially added, and with
or without the addition, separately or in combination, of pure dry sugar or a solution of pure
dry sugar and water, or caramel. No added wine
spirits or alcohol or other spirits shall be used
in any wine under this section except as may be
contained in the natural wine (including heavybodied blending wine) used as a base or except as
may be necessary in the production of approved
essences or similar approved flavorings. The
Brix degree of any solution of pure dry sugar
and water used may be limited by regulations
prescribed by the Secretary in accordance with
good commercial practice.
(b) Cellar treatment
Special natural wines may be cellar treated
under the provisions of section 5382(a) and (c).
(Added Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 201, Sept. 2, 1958,
72 Stat. 1386; amended Pub. L. 90–619, § 5, Oct. 22,
1968, 82 Stat. 1237; Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX,
§ 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834.)
PRIOR PROVISIONS
A prior section 5386, act Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A
Stat. 671, consisted of provisions similar to those comprising this section, prior to the general revision of this
chapter by Pub. L. 85–859.
AMENDMENTS
1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after
‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing.
1968—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–619 inserted reference to
subsec. (a) of section 5382.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 90–619 effective on first day of
first month which begins 90 days or more after Oct. 22,
1968, see section 6 of Pub. L. 90–619, set out as a note
under section 5373 of this title.

§ 5387. Agricultural wines
(a) In general
Wines made from agricultural products other
than the juice of fruit shall be made in accordance with good commercial practice as may be
prescribed by the Secretary by regulations.
Wines made in accordance with such regulations
shall be classed as ‘‘standard agricultural
wines’’. Wines made under this section may be
cellar treated under the provisions of section
5382(a) and (c).
(b) Limitations
No wine spirits may be added to wines produced under this section, nor shall any coloring
material or herbs or other flavoring material
(except hops in the case of honey wine) be used
in their production.
(c) Restriction on blending
Wines from different agricultural commodities
shall not be blended together.
(Added Pub. L. 85–859, title II, § 201, Sept. 2, 1958,
72 Stat. 1386; amended Pub. L. 90–619, § 5, Oct. 22,
1968, 82 Stat. 1237; Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX,
§ 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834.)

§ 5388

PRIOR PROVISIONS
A prior section 5387, act Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A
Stat. 671, consisted of provisions similar to those comprising this section, prior to the general revision of this
chapter by Pub. L. 85–859.
AMENDMENTS
1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after
‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing.
1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–619 inserted reference to
subsec. (a) of section 5382.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 90–619 effective on first day of
first month which begins 90 days or more after Oct. 22,
1968, see section 6 of Pub. L. 90–619, set out as a note
under section 5373 of this title.

§ 5388. Designation of wines
(a) Standard wines
Standard wines may be removed from premises subject to the provisions of this subchapter
and be marked, transported, and sold under
their proper designation as to kind and origin,
or, if there is no such designation known to the
trade or consumers, then under a truthful and
adequate statement of composition.
(b) Other wines
Wines other than standard wines may be removed for consumption or sale and be marked,
transported, or sold only under such designation
as to kind and origin as adequately describes the
true composition of such products and as adequately distinguish them from standard wines,
as regulations prescribed by the Secretary shall
provide.
(c) Use of semi-generic designations
(1) In general
Semi-generic designations may be used to
designate wines of an origin other than that
indicated by such name only if—
(A) there appears in direct conjunction
therewith an appropriate appellation of origin disclosing the true place of origin of the
wine, and
(B) the wine so designated conforms to the
standard of identity, if any, for such wine
contained in the regulations under this section or, if there is no such standard, to the
trade understanding of such class or type.
(2) Determination of whether name is semigeneric
(A) In general
Except as provided in subparagraph (B), a
name of geographic significance, which is
also the designation of a class or type of
wine, shall be deemed to have become semigeneric only if so found by the Secretary.
(B) Certain names treated as semi-generic
The following names shall be treated as
semi-generic: Angelica, Burgundy, Claret,
Chablis,
Champagne,
Chianti,
Malaga,
Marsala, Madeira, Moselle, Port, Rhine Wine
or Hock, Sauterne, Haut Sauterne, Sherry,
Tokay.
(3) Special rule for use of certain semi-generic
designations
(A) In general
In the case of any wine to which this paragraph applies—

