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paragraph (2), until the Secretary revokes such suspension.’’
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4303(a)(1), redesignated
subsec. (e) as (f).
1999—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–159 inserted par. (1) designation and heading, inserted ‘‘(A)’’ before ‘‘suspend’’,
added cl. (B), realigned par. (1) margins, and added par.
(2).
1997—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 105–102 struck out comma
after ‘‘31144’’.
1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–287 substituted ‘‘December 31, 1995’’ for ‘‘the day before the effective date of
this section’’.
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS
Except as provided in sections 14504, 14504a, and 14506
of this title, subtitle C (§§ 4301–4308) of title IV of Pub.
L. 109–59 is not intended to prohibit any State or any
political subdivision of any State from enacting, imposing, or enforcing any law or regulation with respect
to a motor carrier, motor private carrier, broker,
freight forwarder, or leasing company that is not otherwise prohibited by law, see section 4302 of Pub. L.
109–59, set out as a note under section 13902 of this title.

§ 13906. Security of motor carriers, motor private
carriers, brokers, and freight forwarders
(a) MOTOR CARRIER REQUIREMENTS.—
(1) LIABILITY INSURANCE REQUIREMENT.—The
Secretary may register a motor carrier under
section 13902 only if the registrant files with
the Secretary a bond, insurance policy, or
other type of security approved by the Secretary, in an amount not less than such
amount as the Secretary prescribes pursuant
to, or as is required by, sections 31138 and
31139, and the laws of the State or States in
which the registrant is operating, to the extent applicable. The security must be sufficient to pay, not more than the amount of the
security, for each final judgment against the
registrant for bodily injury to, or death of, an
individual resulting from the negligent operation, maintenance, or use of motor vehicles,
or for loss or damage to property (except property referred to in paragraph (3) 1 of this subsection), or both. A registration remains in effect only as long as the registrant continues to
satisfy the security requirements of this paragraph.
(2) SECURITY REQUIREMENT.—Not later than
120 days after the date of enactment of the
Unified Carrier Registration Act of 2005, any
person, other than a motor private carrier,
registered with the Secretary to provide transportation or service as a motor carrier under
section 13905(b) shall file with the Secretary a
bond, insurance policy, or other type of security approved by the Secretary, in an amount
not less than required by sections 31138 and
31139.
(3) AGENCY REQUIREMENT.—A motor carrier
shall comply with the requirements of sections 13303 and 13304. To protect the public, the
Secretary may require any such motor carrier
to file the type of security that a motor carrier is required to file under paragraph (1) of
this subsection. This paragraph only applies to
a foreign motor private carrier and foreign
motor carrier operating in the United States
to the extent that such carrier is providing
1 See

References in Text note below.
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transportation between places in a foreign
country or between a place in one foreign
country and a place in another foreign country.
(4) TRANSPORTATION INSURANCE.—The Secretary may require a registered motor carrier
to file with the Secretary a type of security
sufficient to pay a shipper or consignee for
damage to property of the shipper or consignee placed in the possession of the motor
carrier as the result of transportation provided under this part. A carrier required by
law to pay a shipper or consignee for loss,
damage, or default for which a connecting
motor carrier is responsible is subrogated, to
the extent of the amount paid, to the rights of
the shipper or consignee under any such security.
(b) BROKER REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary
may register a person as a broker under section
13904 only if the person files with the Secretary
a bond, insurance policy, or other type of security approved by the Secretary to ensure that
the transportation for which a broker arranges
is provided. The registration remains in effect
only as long as the broker continues to satisfy
the security requirements of this subsection.
(c) FREIGHT FORWARDER REQUIREMENTS.—
(1) LIABILITY INSURANCE.—The Secretary
may register a person as a freight forwarder
under section 13903 of this title only if the person files with the Secretary a bond, insurance
policy, or other type of security approved by
the Secretary. The security must be sufficient
to pay, not more than the amount of the security, for each final judgment against the
freight forwarder for bodily injury to, or death
of, an individual, or loss of, or damage to,
property (other than property referred to in
paragraph (2) of this subsection), resulting
from the negligent operation, maintenance, or
use of motor vehicles by or under the direction
and control of the freight forwarder when providing transfer, collection, or delivery service
under this part.
(2) FREIGHT FORWARDER INSURANCE.—The
Secretary may require a registered freight forwarder to file with the Secretary a bond, insurance policy, or other type of security approved by the Secretary sufficient to pay, not
more than the amount of the security, for loss
of, or damage to, property for which the
freight forwarder provides service.
(3) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—The freight forwarder’s registration remains in effect only as
long as the freight forwarder continues to satisfy the security requirements of this subsection.
(d) TYPE OF INSURANCE.—The Secretary may
determine the type and amount of security filed
under this section. A motor carrier may submit
proof of qualifications as a self-insurer to satisfy
the security requirements of this section. The
Secretary shall adopt regulations governing the
standards for approval as a self-insurer. Motor
carriers which have been granted authority to
self-insure as of January 1, 1996, shall retain
that authority unless, for good cause shown and
after notice and an opportunity for a hearing,
the Secretary finds that the authority must be
revoked.
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(e) NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF INSURANCE.—
The Secretary shall issue regulations requiring
the submission to the Secretary of notices of insurance cancellation sufficiently in advance of
actual cancellation so as to enable the Secretary to promptly revoke the registration of
any carrier or broker after the effective date of
the cancellation.
(f) FORM OF ENDORSEMENT.—The Secretary
shall also prescribe the appropriate form of endorsement to be appended to policies of insurance and surety bonds which will subject the insurance policy or surety bond to the full security limits of the coverage required under this
section.
(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 103, Dec. 29, 1995,
109 Stat. 885; amended Pub. L. 104–287, § 5(34),
Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3392; Pub. L. 109–59, title
IV, § 4303(b), (d)(1), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1762,
1763.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
Paragraph (3) of this subsection, referred to in subsec.
(a)(1), was redesignated as paragraph (4) of subsec. (a) of
this section by Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4303(b)(1), Aug.
10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1762.
The date of enactment of the Unified Carrier Registration Act of 2005, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), is the
date of enactment of subtitle C of title IV of Pub. L.
109–59, which was approved Aug. 10, 2005.
PRIOR PROVISIONS
Provisions similar to those in this section were contained in section 10927 of this title prior to the general
amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a).
AMENDMENTS
2005—Pub. L. 109–59, § 4303(d)(1), inserted ‘‘motor private carriers,’’ after ‘‘motor carriers,’’ in section catchline.
Subsec. (a)(2) to (4). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4303(b), added
par. (2) and redesignated former pars. (2) and (3) as (3)
and (4), respectively.
1996—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–287 substituted ‘‘January 1, 1996,’’ for ‘‘the effective date of this section’’.
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS
Except as provided in sections 14504, 14504a, and 14506
of this title, subtitle C (§§ 4301–4308) of title IV of Pub.
L. 109–59 is not intended to prohibit any State or any
political subdivision of any State from enacting, imposing, or enforcing any law or regulation with respect
to a motor carrier, motor private carrier, broker,
freight forwarder, or leasing company that is not otherwise prohibited by law, see section 4302 of Pub. L.
109–59, set out as a note under section 13902 of this title.
SELF-INSURANCE RULES
Section 104(h) of Pub. L. 104–88 provided that: ‘‘The
Secretary of Transportation shall continue to enforce
the rules and regulations of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, as in effect on July 1, 1995, governing the
qualifications for approval of a motor carrier as a selfinsurer, until such time as the Secretary finds it in the
public interest to revise such rules. The revised rules
must provide for—
‘‘(1) continued ability of motor carriers to qualify
as self-insurers; and
‘‘(2) the continued qualification of all carriers then
so qualified under the terms and conditions set by the
Interstate Commerce Commission or Secretary at the
time of qualification.’’
[Interstate Commerce Commission abolished by section 101 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a note under section 701 of this title.]
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§ 13907. Household goods agents
(a) CARRIERS RESPONSIBLE FOR AGENTS.—Each
motor carrier providing transportation of household goods shall be responsible for all acts or
omissions of any of its agents which relate to
the performance of household goods transportation services (including accessorial or terminal services) and which are within the actual or
apparent authority of the agent from the carrier
or which are ratified by the carrier.
(b) STANDARD FOR SELECTING AGENTS.—Each
motor carrier providing transportation of household goods shall use due diligence and reasonable care in selecting and maintaining agents
who are sufficiently knowledgeable, fit, willing,
and able to provide adequate household goods
transportation services (including accessorial
and terminal services) and to fulfill the obligations imposed upon them by this part and by
such carrier.
(c) ENFORCEMENT.—
(1) COMPLAINT.—Whenever the Secretary has
reason to believe from a complaint or investigation that an agent providing household
goods transportation services (including accessorial and terminal services) under the authority of a motor carrier providing transportation of household goods has violated section
14901(e) or 14912 or is consistently not fit, willing, and able to provide adequate household
goods transportation services (including accessorial and terminal services), the Secretary
may issue to such agent a complaint stating
the charges and containing notice of the time
and place of a hearing which shall be held no
later than 60 days after service of the complaint to such agent.
(2) RIGHT TO DEFEND.—The agent shall have
the right to appear at such hearing and rebut
the charges contained in the complaint.
(3) ORDER.—If the agent does not appear at
the hearing or if the Secretary finds that the
agent has violated section 14901(e) or 14912 or
is consistently not fit, willing, and able to provide adequate household goods transportation
services (including accessorial and terminal
services), the Secretary may issue an order to
compel compliance with the requirement that
the agent be fit, willing, and able. Thereafter,
the Secretary may issue an order to limit,
condition, or prohibit such agent from any involvement in the transportation or provision
of services incidental to the transportation of
household goods if, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing, the Secretary finds that
such agent, within a reasonable time after the
date of issuance of a compliance order under
this section, but in no event less than 30 days
after such date of issuance, has willfully failed
to comply with such order.
(4) HEARING.—Upon filing of a petition with
the Secretary by an agent who is the subject
of an order issued pursuant to the second sentence of paragraph (3) of this subsection and
after notice, a hearing shall be held with an
opportunity to be heard. At such hearing, a determination shall be made whether the order
issued pursuant to paragraph (3) of this subsection should be rescinded.
(5) COURT REVIEW.—Any agent adversely affected or aggrieved by an order of the Sec-

