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TITLE 4—FLAG AND SEAL, SEAT OF GOVERNMENT, AND THE STATES

may not adopt or enforce any policy, or enter into any
agreement, that would restrict or prevent a member of
the association from displaying the flag of the United
States on residential property within the association
with respect to which such member has a separate ownership interest or a right to exclusive possession or use.
‘‘SEC. 4. LIMITATIONS.
‘‘Nothing in this Act shall be considered to permit
any display or use that is inconsistent with—
‘‘(1) any provision of chapter 1 of title 4, United
States Code, or any rule or custom pertaining to the
proper display or use of the flag of the United States
(as established pursuant to such chapter or any
otherwise applicable provision of law); or
‘‘(2) any reasonable restriction pertaining to the
time, place, or manner of displaying the flag of the
United States necessary to protect a substantial interest of the condominium association, cooperative
association, or residential real estate management
association.’’

§ 6. Time and occasions for display
(a) It is the universal custom to display the
flag only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and
on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However,
when a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may
be displayed 24 hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of darkness.
(b) The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
(c) The flag should not be displayed on days
when the weather is inclement, except when an
all weather flag is displayed.
(d) The flag should be displayed on all days,
especially on New Year’s Day, January 1; Inauguration Day, January 20; Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday, third Monday in January; Lincoln’s Birthday, February 12; Washington’s
Birthday, third Monday in February; Easter
Sunday (variable); Mother’s Day, second Sunday
in May; Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in
May; Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the
last Monday in May; Flag Day, June 14; Father’s
Day, third Sunday in June; Independence Day,
July 4; National Korean War Veterans Armistice
Day, July 27; Labor Day, first Monday in September; Constitution Day, September 17; Columbus Day, second Monday in October; Navy Day,
October 27; Veterans Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November;
Christmas Day, December 25; and such other
days as may be proclaimed by the President of
the United States; the birthdays of States (date
of admission); and on State holidays.
(e) The flag should be displayed daily on or
near the main administration building of every
public institution.
(f) The flag should be displayed in or near
every polling place on election days.
(g) The flag should be displayed during school
days in or near every schoolhouse.
(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112
Stat. 1494; amended Pub. L. 106–80, § 1, Oct. 25,
1999, 113 Stat. 1285; Pub. L. 110–239, § 1, June 3,
2008, 122 Stat. 1559; Pub. L. 111–41, § 2, July 27,
2009, 123 Stat. 1962.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Revised
Section
6 ................

Source (U.S. Code)
36:174.

Source (Statutes at Large)
June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 2, 56
Stat. 378; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, § 2, 56 Stat. 1074; July
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344,
(2)–(5), 90 Stat. 810.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘Veterans Day’’ are substituted for ‘‘Armistice Day’’ because of the Act of
June 1, 1954 (ch. 250, 68 Stat. 168).
AMENDMENTS
2009—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111–41 inserted ‘‘National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, July 27;’’ after
‘‘July 4;’’.
2008—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–239 inserted ‘‘Father’s
Day, third Sunday in June;’’ after ‘‘Flag Day, June
14;’’.
1999—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–80 inserted ‘‘Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday, third Monday in January;’’
after ‘‘January 20;’’.

§ 7. Position and manner of display
The flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags, should be either on the
marching right; that is, the flag’s own right, or,
if there is a line of other flags, in front of the
center of that line.
(a) The flag should not be displayed on a float
in a parade except from a staff, or as provided in
subsection (i) of this section.
(b) The flag should not be draped over the
hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a railroad train or a boat. When the flag is displayed
on a motorcar, the staff shall be fixed firmly to
the chassis or clamped to the right fender.
(c) No other flag or pennant should be placed
above or, if on the same level, to the right of the
flag of the United States of America, except during church services conducted by naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may be
flown above the flag during church services for
the personnel of the Navy. No person shall display the flag of the United Nations or any other
national or international flag equal, above, or in
a position of superior prominence or honor to, or
in place of, the flag of the United States at any
place within the United States or any Territory
or possession thereof: Provided, That nothing in
this section shall make unlawful the continuance of the practice heretofore followed of displaying the flag of the United Nations in a position of superior prominence or honor, and other
national flags in positions of equal prominence
or honor, with that of the flag of the United
States at the headquarters of the United Nations.
(d) The flag of the United States of America,
when it is displayed with another flag against a
wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right,
the flag’s own right, and its staff should be in
front of the staff of the other flag.
(e) The flag of the United States of America
should be at the center and at the highest point
of the group when a number of flags of States or
localities or pennants of societies are grouped
and displayed from staffs.
(f) When flags of States, cities, or localities, or
pennants of societies are flown on the same halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter should always be at the peak. When the flags

