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§ 1646c

TITLE 19—CUSTOMS DUTIES

or employee of the Bureau of Customs or the
Customs Service, shall be credited if the Secretary of the Treasury certifies to the Comptroller General that transportation on such foreign
ship was necessary to protect the revenue.
(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 645(a), (c), 46
Stat. 761; Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 744, § 2, 60 Stat. 807.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
Section 601 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1928, referred
to in subsec. (b), was classified to section 891r of former
Title 46, Shipping, and was repealed by the Merchant
Marine Act, 1936 (approved June 29, 1936, ch. 858, § 903(c),
49 Stat. 2016), but was reenacted in substance by section
901 of that Act, which was classified to section 1241 of
the former Appendix to Title 46, Shipping. Section 901
of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936 was subsequently repealed and restated in sections 55302, 55303, and 55305 of
Title 46, Shipping, by Pub. L. 109–304, §§ 8(c), 19, Oct. 6,
2006, 120 Stat. 1586, 1710. For disposition of sections of
the former Appendix to Title 46, see Disposition Table
preceding section 101 of Title 46.
CODIFICATION
Section is comprised of subsecs. (a) and (c) of section
645 of act June 17, 1930. Subsec. (b) of section 645 repealed in part section 48 of this title.
AMENDMENTS
1946—Subsec. (a). Act Aug. 2, 1946, eff. Nov. 1, 1946, repealed first sentence relating to traveling expenses of
transferred employees. See section 5729 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.
CHANGE OF NAME
Bureau of Customs redesignated United States Customs Service by Treasury Department Order 165–23,
Apr. 4, 1973, eff. Aug. 1, 1973, 38 F.R. 13037. See, also, section 308 of Title 31, Money and Finance.
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and liabilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of related references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6.
Functions of all officers of Department of the Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of such
Department transferred, with certain exceptions, to
Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him to
authorize their performance or performance of any of
his functions, by any of those officers, agencies, and
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26, of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff.
July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out in
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees. Bureau of Customs and Customs Service,
referred to in text, were under Department of the
Treasury.

§ 1646. Repealed. June 25, 1948, ch. 646, § 39, 62
Stat. 992, eff. Sept. 1, 1948
Section, act June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 646, 46
Stat. 762, related to tenure and retirement of judges of
United States Court of Customs and Patent Appeals.
See sections 213, 371, and 372 of Title 28, Judiciary and
Judicial Procedure.

§ 1646a. Supervision by customs officers
Wherever in this chapter any action or thing
is required to be done or maintained under the

supervision of customs officers, such supervision
may be directed and continuous or by occasional
verification as may be required by regulations of
the Secretary of the Treasury, or, in the absence
of such regulations for a particular case, as the
principal customs officer concerned shall direct.
(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 646, as added
Aug. 8, 1953, ch. 397, § 22, 67 Stat. 520.)
EFFECTIVE DATE
Section effective on and after thirtieth day following
Aug. 8, 1953, see Effective Date of 1953 Amendments
note set out under section 1304 of this title.

§ 1646b. Random customs inspections for stolen
automobiles being exported
The Commissioner of Customs shall direct customs officers to conduct at random inspections
of automobiles, and of shipping containers that
may contain automobiles that are being exported, for purposes of determining whether
such automobiles were stolen.
(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 646A, as added
Pub. L. 102–519, title IV, § 401, Oct. 25, 1992, 106
Stat. 3400.)
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and liabilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of related references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6.
PILOT STUDY AUTHORIZING UTILITY OF
NONDESTRUCTIVE EXAMINATION SYSTEM
Section 402 of Pub. L. 102–519 provided that: ‘‘The
Secretary of the Treasury, acting through the Commissioner of Customs, shall conduct a pilot study of the
utility of a nondestructive examination system to be
used for inspection of containers that may contain
automobiles leaving the country for the purpose of determining whether such automobiles have been stolen.’’

§ 1646c. Export reporting requirement
The Commissioner of Customs shall require all
persons or entities exporting used automobiles,
including automobiles exported for personal use,
by air or ship to provide to the Customs Service,
at least 72 hours before the export, the vehicle
identification number of each such automobile
and proof of ownership of such automobile. The
Commissioner shall establish specific criteria
for randomly selecting used automobiles scheduled to be exported, consistent with the risk of
stolen automobiles being exported and shall
check the vehicle identification number of each
automobile selected pursuant to such criteria
against the information in the National Crime
Information Center to determine whether such
automobile has been reported stolen. At the request of the Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the Commissioner shall make
available to the Director all vehicle identification numbers obtained under this section.
(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 646B, as added
Pub. L. 102–519, title IV, § 401, Oct. 25, 1992, 106
Stat. 3400.)

