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(2) the term ‘‘State’’ includes any State of 
the United States, the District of Columbia, 
and any commonwealth, territory, or posses-
sion of the United States; and 

(3) the term ‘‘support obligation’’ means any 
amount determined under a court order or an 
order of an administrative process pursuant to 
the law of a State or of an Indian tribe to be 
due from a person for the support and mainte-
nance of a child or of a child and the parent 
with whom the child is living. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–521, § 2(a), Oct. 25, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3403; amended Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, 
§ 607(l), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3512; Pub. L. 
105–187, § 2, June 24, 1998, 112 Stat. 618.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–187 reenacted section catchline 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) to (d) re-

lating to a description of the offense, punishment for 

an offense, restitution upon conviction of an offense, 

and definitions of terms used in this section. 
1996—Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 104–294 inserted ‘‘com-

monwealth,’’ before ‘‘possession or territory of the 

United States’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–187, § 1, June 24, 1998, 112 Stat. 618, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section] may be 

cited as the ‘Deadbeat Parents Punishment Act of 

1998’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 102–521 provided that: ‘‘This Act 

[enacting this section and sections 3796cc to 3796cc–6 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, amending sec-

tion 3563 of this title and section 3797 of Title 42, and 

enacting provisions set out as a note under section 

12301 of Title 42] may be cited as the ‘Child Support Re-

covery Act of 1992’.’’ 

CHAPTER 11B—CHEMICAL WEAPONS 

Sec. 

229. Prohibited activities. 
229A. Penalties. 
229B. Criminal forfeitures; destruction of weapons. 
229C. Individual self-defense devices. 
229D. Injunctions. 
229E. Requests for military assistance to enforce 

prohibition in certain emergencies. 
229F. Definitions. 

§ 229. Prohibited activities 

(a) UNLAWFUL CONDUCT.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), it shall be unlawful for any per-
son knowingly— 

(1) to develop, produce, otherwise acquire, 
transfer directly or indirectly, receive, stock-
pile, retain, own, possess, or use, or threaten 
to use, any chemical weapon; or 

(2) to assist or induce, in any way, any per-
son to violate paragraph (1), or to attempt or 
conspire to violate paragraph (1). 

(b) EXEMPTED AGENCIES AND PERSONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) does not 

apply to the retention, ownership, possession, 
transfer, or receipt of a chemical weapon by a 
department, agency, or other entity of the 
United States, or by a person described in 
paragraph (2), pending destruction of the 
weapon. 

(2) EXEMPTED PERSONS.—A person referred to 
in paragraph (1) is— 

(A) any person, including a member of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, who is 
authorized by law or by an appropriate offi-
cer of the United States to retain, own, pos-
sess, transfer, or receive the chemical weap-
on; or 

(B) in an emergency situation, any other-
wise nonculpable person if the person is at-
tempting to destroy or seize the weapon. 

(c) JURISDICTION.—Conduct prohibited by sub-
section (a) is within the jurisdiction of the 
United States if the prohibited conduct— 

(1) takes place in the United States; 
(2) takes place outside of the United States 

and is committed by a national of the United 
States; 

(3) is committed against a national of the 
United States while the national is outside the 
United States; or 

(4) is committed against any property that is 
owned, leased, or used by the United States or 
by any department or agency of the United 
States, whether the property is within or out-
side the United States. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 201(a), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–866.) 

REGULATIONS 

For authority to issue regulations under this chapter, 

see section 3 of Ex. Ord. No. 13128, June 25, 1999, 64 F.R. 

34703, set out as a note under section 6711 of Title 22, 

Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

REVOCATIONS OF EXPORT PRIVILEGES 

Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 211, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 

Stat. 2681–872, provided that: ‘‘If the President deter-

mines, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing in 

accordance with section 554 of title 5, United States 

Code, that any person within the United States, or any 

national of the United States located outside the 

United States, has committed any violation of section 

229 of title 18, United States Code, the President may 

issue an order for the suspension or revocation of the 

authority of the person to export from the United 

States any goods or technology (as such terms are de-

fined in section 16 of the Export Administration Act of 

1979 (50 U.S.C. App. 2415)).’’ 

[For authority of Secretary of Commerce to suspend 

or revoke export privileges pursuant to section 211 of 

Pub. L. 105–277, set out above, see section 4 of Ex. Ord. 

No. 13128, June 25, 1999, 64 F.R. 34703, set out as a note 

under section 6711 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and 

Intercourse.] 

§ 229A. Penalties 

(a) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any person who violates 

section 229 of this title shall be fined under 
this title, or imprisoned for any term of years, 
or both. 

(2) DEATH PENALTY.—Any person who vio-
lates section 229 of this title and by whose ac-
tion the death of another person is the result 
shall be punished by death or imprisoned for 
life. 

(b) CIVIL PENALTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General may 

bring a civil action in the appropriate United 
States district court against any person who 
violates section 229 of this title and, upon 
proof of such violation by a preponderance of 
the evidence, such person shall be subject to 



Page 80 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE § 229B 

pay a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed 
$100,000 for each such violation. 

(2) RELATION TO OTHER PROCEEDINGS.—The 
imposition of a civil penalty under this sub-
section does not preclude any other criminal 
or civil statutory, common law, or administra-
tive remedy, which is available by law to the 
United States or any other person. 

(c) REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS.—The court shall 
order any person convicted of an offense under 
subsection (a) to reimburse the United States 
for any expenses incurred by the United States 
incident to the seizure, storage, handling, trans-
portation, and destruction or other disposition 
of any property that was seized in connection 
with an investigation of the commission of the 
offense by that person. A person ordered to re-
imburse the United States for expenses under 
this subsection shall be jointly and severally lia-
ble for such expenses with each other person, if 
any, who is ordered under this subsection to re-
imburse the United States for the same ex-
penses. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 201(a), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–867.) 

§ 229B. Criminal forfeitures; destruction of weap-
ons 

(a) PROPERTY SUBJECT TO CRIMINAL FORFEIT-
URE.—Any person convicted under section 
229A(a) shall forfeit to the United States irre-
spective of any provision of State law— 

(1) any property, real or personal, owned, 
possessed, or used by a person involved in the 
offense; 

(2) any property constituting, or derived 
from, and proceeds the person obtained, di-
rectly or indirectly, as the result of such vio-
lation; and 

(3) any of the property used in any manner 
or part, to commit, or to facilitate the com-
mission of, such violation. 

The court, in imposing sentence on such person, 
shall order, in addition to any other sentence 
imposed pursuant to section 229A(a), that the 
person forfeit to the United States all property 
described in this subsection. In lieu of a fine 
otherwise authorized by section 229A(a), a de-
fendant who derived profits or other proceeds 
from an offense may be fined not more than 
twice the gross profits or other proceeds. 

(b) PROCEDURES.— 
(1) GENERAL.—Property subject to forfeiture 

under this section, any seizure and disposition 
thereof, and any administrative or judicial 
proceeding in relation thereto, shall be gov-
erned by subsections (b) through (p) of section 
413 of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 853), ex-
cept that any reference under those sub-
sections to— 

(A) ‘‘this subchapter or subchapter II’’ 
shall be deemed to be a reference to section 
229A(a); and 

(B) ‘‘subsection (a)’’ shall be deemed to be 
a reference to subsection (a) of this section. 

(2) TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDERS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of for-

feiture proceedings under this section, a 

temporary restraining order may be entered 
upon application of the United States with-
out notice or opportunity for a hearing when 
an information or indictment has not yet 
been filed with respect to the property, if, in 
addition to the circumstances described in 
section 413(e)(2) of the Comprehensive Drug 
Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 
U.S.C. 853(e)(2)), the United States dem-
onstrates that there is probable cause to be-
lieve that the property with respect to which 
the order is sought would, in the event of 
conviction, be subject to forfeiture under 
this section and exigent circumstances exist 
that place the life or health of any person in 
danger. 

(B) WARRANT OF SEIZURE.—If the court en-
ters a temporary restraining order under 
this paragraph, it shall also issue a warrant 
authorizing the seizure of such property. 

(C) APPLICABLE PROCEDURES.—The proce-
dures and time limits applicable to tem-
porary restraining orders under section 
413(e)(2) and (3) of the Comprehensive Drug 
Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 
U.S.C. 853(e)(2) and (3)) shall apply to tem-
porary restraining orders under this para-
graph. 

(c) AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE.—It is an affirma-
tive defense against a forfeiture under sub-
section (b) that the property— 

(1) is for a purpose not prohibited under the 
Chemical Weapons Convention; and 

(2) is of a type and quantity that under the 
circumstances is consistent with that purpose. 

(d) DESTRUCTION OR OTHER DISPOSITION.—The 
Attorney General shall provide for the destruc-
tion or other appropriate disposition of any 
chemical weapon seized and forfeited pursuant 
to this section. 

(e) ASSISTANCE.—The Attorney General may 
request the head of any agency of the United 
States to assist in the handling, storage, trans-
portation, or destruction of property seized 
under this section. 

(f) OWNER LIABILITY.—The owner or possessor 
of any property seized under this section shall 
be liable to the United States for any expenses 
incurred incident to the seizure, including any 
expenses relating to the handling, storage, 
transportation, and destruction or other disposi-
tion of the seized property. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 201(a), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–868.) 

§ 229C. Individual self-defense devices 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
prohibit any individual self-defense device, in-
cluding those using a pepper spray or chemical 
mace. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 201(a), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–869.) 

§ 229D. Injunctions 

The United States may obtain in a civil action 
an injunction against— 

(1) the conduct prohibited under section 229 
or 229C of this title; or 



Page 81 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE § 229F 

1 So in original. 1 See References in Text note below. 

(2) the preparation or solicitation to engage 
in conduct prohibited under section 229 or 
229D 1 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 201(a), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–869.) 

§ 229E. Requests for military assistance to en-
force prohibition in certain emergencies 

The Attorney General may request the Sec-
retary of Defense to provide assistance under 
section 382 of title 10 in support of Department 
of Justice activities relating to the enforcement 
of section 229 of this title in an emergency situa-
tion involving a chemical weapon. The author-
ity to make such a request may be exercised by 
another official of the Department of Justice in 
accordance with section 382(f)(2) of title 10. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 201(a), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–869.) 

§ 229F. Definitions 

In this chapter: 
(1) CHEMICAL WEAPON.—The term ‘‘chemical 

weapon’’ means the following, together or sep-
arately: 

(A) A toxic chemical and its precursors, 
except where intended for a purpose not pro-
hibited under this chapter as long as the 
type and quantity is consistent with such a 
purpose. 

(B) A munition or device, specifically de-
signed to cause death or other harm through 
toxic properties of those toxic chemicals 
specified in subparagraph (A), which would 
be released as a result of the employment of 
such munition or device. 

(C) Any equipment specifically designed 
for use directly in connection with the em-
ployment of munitions or devices specified 
in subparagraph (B). 

(2) CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION; CONVEN-
TION.—The terms ‘‘Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion’’ and ‘‘Convention’’ mean the Convention 
on the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical 
Weapons and on Their Destruction, opened for 
signature on January 13, 1993. 

(3) KEY COMPONENT OF A BINARY OR MULTI-
COMPONENT CHEMICAL SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘key 
component of a binary or multicomponent 
chemical system’’ means the precursor which 
plays the most important role in determining 
the toxic properties of the final product and 
reacts rapidly with other chemicals in the bi-
nary or multicomponent system. 

(4) NATIONAL OF THE UNITED STATES.—The 
term ‘‘national of the United States’’ has the 
same meaning given such term in section 
101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22)). 

(5) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’, except as 
otherwise provided, means any individual, cor-
poration, partnership, firm, association, trust, 
estate, public or private institution, any State 
or any political subdivision thereof, or any po-
litical entity within a State, any foreign gov-
ernment or nation or any agency, instrumen-

tality or political subdivision of any such gov-
ernment or nation, or other entity located in 
the United States. 

(6) PRECURSOR.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘precursor’’ 

means any chemical reactant which takes 
part at any stage in the production by what-
ever method of a toxic chemical. The term 
includes any key component of a binary or 
multicomponent chemical system. 

(B) LIST OF PRECURSORS.—Precursors 
which have been identified for the applica-
tion of verification measures under Article 
VI of the Convention are listed in schedules 
contained in the Annex on Chemicals of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention. 

(7) PURPOSES NOT PROHIBITED BY THIS CHAP-
TER.—The term ‘‘purposes not prohibited by 
this chapter’’ means the following: 

(A) PEACEFUL PURPOSES.—Any peaceful 
purpose related to an industrial, agricul-
tural, research, medical, or pharmaceutical 
activity or other activity. 

(B) PROTECTIVE PURPOSES.—Any purpose 
directly related to protection against toxic 
chemicals and to protection against chemi-
cal weapons. 

(C) UNRELATED MILITARY PURPOSES.—Any 
military purpose of the United States that is 
not connected with the use of a chemical 
weapon or that is not dependent on the use 
of the toxic or poisonous properties of the 
chemical weapon to cause death or other 
harm. 

(D) LAW ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES.—Any law 
enforcement purpose, including any domes-
tic riot control purpose and including impo-
sition of capital punishment. 

(8) TOXIC CHEMICAL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘toxic chemi-

cal’’ means any chemical which through its 
chemical action on life processes can cause 
death, temporary incapacitation or perma-
nent harm to humans or animals. The term 
includes all such chemicals, regardless of 
their origin or of their method of produc-
tion, and regardless of whether they are pro-
duced in facilities, in munitions or else-
where. 

(B) LIST OF TOXIC CHEMICALS.—Toxic 
chemicals which have been identified for the 
application of verification measures under 
Article VI of the Convention are listed in 
schedules contained in the Annex on Chemi-
cals of the Chemical Weapons Convention. 

(9) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘United 
States’’ means the several States of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, and 
the commonwealths, territories, and posses-
sions of the United States and includes all 
places under the jurisdiction or control of the 
United States, including— 

(A) any of the places within the provisions 
of paragraph (41) 1 of section 40102 of title 49, 
United States Code; 

(B) any civil aircraft of the United States 
or public aircraft, as such terms are defined 
in paragraphs (17) and (37),1 respectively, of 
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section 40102 of title 49, United States Code; 
and 

(C) any vessel of the United States, as such 
term is defined in section 70502(b) of title 46, 
United States Code. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. I, title II, § 201(a), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–869; amended Pub. L. 
109–304, § 17(d)(1), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1707.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Paragraphs (17), (37), and (41) of section 40102 of title 

49, referred to in par. (9)(A), (B), probably means para-

graphs (17), (37), and (41) of subsection (a) of section 

40102 of title 49. Paragraphs (37) and (41) were subse-

quently redesignated as (41) and (46), respectively, by 

Pub. L. 108–176, title II, § 225(a)(1), (3), Dec. 12, 2003, 117 

Stat. 2528. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Par. (9)(C). Pub. L. 109–304 substituted ‘‘section 

70502(b) of title 46, United States Code’’ for ‘‘section 

3(b) of the Maritime Drug Enforcement Act, as amend-

ed (46 U.S.C., App. sec. 1903(b))’’. 

CHAPTER 12—CIVIL DISORDERS 

Sec. 

231. Civil disorders. 

232. Definitions. 

233. Preemption. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–284, title X, § 1002(a), Apr. 11, 1968, 82 

Stat. 90, added chapter 12 and items 231 to 233. 

§ 231. Civil disorders 

(a)(1) Whoever teaches or demonstrates to any 
other person the use, application, or making of 
any firearm or explosive or incendiary device, or 
technique capable of causing injury or death to 
persons, knowing or having reason to know or 
intending that the same will be unlawfully em-
ployed for use in, or in furtherance of, a civil 
disorder which may in any way or degree ob-
struct, delay, or adversely affect commerce or 
the movement of any article or commodity in 
commerce or the conduct or performance of any 
federally protected function; or 

(2) Whoever transports or manufactures for 
transportation in commerce any firearm, or ex-
plosive or incendiary device, knowing or having 
reason to know or intending that the same will 
be used unlawfully in furtherance of a civil dis-
order; or 

(3) Whoever commits or attempts to commit 
any act to obstruct, impede, or interfere with 
any fireman or law enforcement officer lawfully 
engaged in the lawful performance of his official 
duties incident to and during the commission of 
a civil disorder which in any way or degree ob-
structs, delays, or adversely affects commerce 
or the movement of any article or commodity in 
commerce or the conduct or performance of any 
federally protected function— 

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than five years, or both. 

(b) Nothing contained in this section shall 
make unlawful any act of any law enforcement 
officer which is performed in the lawful perform-
ance of his official duties. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–284, title X, § 1002(a), Apr. 11, 
1968, 82 Stat. 90; amended Pub. L. 103–322, title 

XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2147.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined 

under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’ in 

concluding par. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1001 of title X of Pub. L. 90–284 provided that: 

‘‘This title [enacting this chapter] may be cited as the 

‘Civil Obedience Act of 1968’.’’ 

§ 232. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘civil disorder’’ means any public 

disturbance involving acts of violence by assem-
blages of three or more persons, which causes an 
immediate danger of or results in damage or in-
jury to the property or person of any other indi-
vidual. 

(2) The term ‘‘commerce’’ means commerce 
(A) between any State or the District of Colum-
bia and any place outside thereof; (B) between 
points within any State or the District of Co-
lumbia, but through any place outside thereof; 
or (C) wholly within the District of Columbia. 

(3) The term ‘‘federally protected function’’ 
means any function, operation, or action carried 
out, under the laws of the United States, by any 
department, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States or by an officer or employee 
thereof; and such term shall specifically include, 
but not be limited to, the collection and dis-
tribution of the United States mails. 

(4) The term ‘‘firearm’’ means any weapon 
which is designed to or may readily be converted 
to expel any projectile by the action of an explo-
sive; or the frame or receiver of any such weap-
on. 

(5) The term ‘‘explosive or incendiary device’’ 
means (A) dynamite and all other forms of high 
explosives, (B) any explosive bomb, grenade, 
missile, or similar device, and (C) any incendi-
ary bomb or grenade, fire bomb, or similar de-
vice, including any device which (i) consists of 
or includes a breakable container including a 
flammable liquid or compound, and a wick com-
posed of any material which, when ignited, is ca-
pable of igniting such flammable liquid or com-
pound, and (ii) can be carried or thrown by one 
individual acting alone. 

(6) The term ‘‘fireman’’ means any member of 
a fire department (including a volunteer fire de-
partment) of any State, any political subdivi-
sion of a State, or the District of Columbia. 

(7) The term ‘‘law enforcement officer’’ means 
any officer or employee of the United States, 
any State, any political subdivision of a State, 
or the District of Columbia, while engaged in 
the enforcement or prosecution of any of the 
criminal laws of the United States, a State, any 
political subdivision of a State, or the District 
of Columbia; and such term shall specifically in-
clude members of the National Guard (as defined 
in section 101 of title 10), members of the orga-
nized militia of any State, or territory of the 
United States, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, or the District of Columbia not included 
within the National Guard (as defined in section 
101 of title 10), and members of the Armed 
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