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TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective 60 days after
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub. L. 107–296, set out as
an Effective Date note under section 101 of Title 6, Domestic Security.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 104–294 effective Sept. 13, 1994,
see section 604(d) of Pub. L. 104–294, set out as a note
under section 13 of this title.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 99–508 effective 90 days after
Oct. 21, 1986, and, in case of conduct pursuant to court
order or extension, applicable only with respect to
court orders and extensions made after such date, with
special rule for State authorizations of interceptions,
see section 111 of Pub. L. 99–508, set out as a note under
section 2510 of this title.

§ 2513. Confiscation of wire, oral, or electronic
communication intercepting devices
Any electronic, mechanical, or other device
used, sent, carried, manufactured, assembled,
possessed, sold, or advertised in violation of section 2511 or section 2512 of this chapter may be
seized and forfeited to the United States. All
provisions of law relating to (1) the seizure,
summary and judicial forfeiture, and condemnation of vessels, vehicles, merchandise, and baggage for violations of the customs laws contained in title 19 of the United States Code, (2)
the disposition of such vessels, vehicles, merchandise, and baggage or the proceeds from the
sale thereof, (3) the remission or mitigation of
such forfeiture, (4) the compromise of claims,
and (5) the award of compensation to informers
in respect of such forfeitures, shall apply to seizures and forfeitures incurred, or alleged to have
been incurred, under the provisions of this section, insofar as applicable and not inconsistent
with the provisions of this section; except that
such duties as are imposed upon the collector of
customs or any other person with respect to the
seizure and forfeiture of vessels, vehicles, merchandise, and baggage under the provisions of
the customs laws contained in title 19 of the
United States Code shall be performed with respect to seizure and forfeiture of electronic, mechanical, or other intercepting devices under
this section by such officers, agents, or other
persons as may be authorized or designated for
that purpose by the Attorney General.
(Added Pub. L. 90–351, title III, § 802, June 19,
1968, 82 Stat. 215; amended Pub. L. 99–508, title I,
§ 101(c)(1)(A), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1851.)
AMENDMENTS
1986—Pub. L. 99–508 substituted ‘‘wire, oral, or electronic’’ for ‘‘wire or oral’’ in section catchline.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 99–508 effective 90 days after
Oct. 21, 1986, and, in case of conduct pursuant to court
order or extension, applicable only with respect to
court orders and extensions made after such date, with
special rule for State authorizations of interceptions,
see section 111 of Pub. L. 99–508, set out as a note under
section 2510 of this title.

[§ 2514. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–452, title II, § 227(a),
Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat. 930]
Section, Pub. L. 90–351, title II, § 802, June 19, 1968, 82
Stat. 216, provided for immunity of witnesses giving

§ 2516

testimony or producing evidence under compulsion in
Federal grand jury or court proceedings. Subject matter is covered in sections 6002 and 6003 of this title.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL
Sections 227(a) and 260 of Pub. L. 91–452 provided for
repeal of this section effective four years following sixtieth day after date of enactment of Pub. L. 91–452,
which was approved Oct. 15, 1970, such repeal not affecting any immunity to which any individual was entitled
under this section by reason of any testimony or other
information given before such date. See section 260 of
Pub. L. 91–452, set out as an Effective Date; Savings
Provision note under section 6001 of this title.

§ 2515. Prohibition of use as evidence of intercepted wire or oral communications
Whenever any wire or oral communication has
been intercepted, no part of the contents of such
communication and no evidence derived therefrom may be received in evidence in any trial,
hearing, or other proceeding in or before any
court, grand jury, department, officer, agency,
regulatory body, legislative committee, or other
authority of the United States, a State, or a political subdivision thereof if the disclosure of
that information would be in violation of this
chapter.
(Added Pub. L. 90–351, title III, § 802, June 19,
1968, 82 Stat. 216.)
§ 2516. Authorization for interception of wire,
oral, or electronic communications
(1) The Attorney General, Deputy Attorney
General, Associate Attorney General,1 or any
Assistant Attorney General, any acting Assistant Attorney General, or any Deputy Assistant
Attorney General or acting Deputy Assistant
Attorney General in the Criminal Division or
National Security Division specially designated
by the Attorney General, may authorize an application to a Federal judge of competent jurisdiction for, and such judge may grant in conformity with section 2518 of this chapter an
order authorizing or approving the interception
of wire or oral communications by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, or a Federal agency
having responsibility for the investigation of
the offense as to which the application is made,
when such interception may provide or has provided evidence of—
(a) any offense punishable by death or by imprisonment for more than one year under sections 2122 and 2274 through 2277 of title 42 of
the United States Code (relating to the enforcement of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954),
section 2284 of title 42 of the United States
Code (relating to sabotage of nuclear facilities
or fuel), or under the following chapters of
this title: chapter 10 (relating to biological
weapons) 2 chapter 37 (relating to espionage),
chapter 55 (relating to kidnapping), chapter 90
(relating to protection of trade secrets), chapter 105 (relating to sabotage), chapter 115 (relating to treason), chapter 102 (relating to
riots), chapter 65 (relating to malicious mischief), chapter 111 (relating to destruction of
vessels), or chapter 81 (relating to piracy);
(b) a violation of section 186 or section 501(c)
of title 29, United States Code (dealing with
1 See
2 So

1984 Amendment note below.
in original. Probably should be followed by a comma.

