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TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

objection, additional documentation and testimony,
final determination of losses, and restitution in addition to punishment.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 104–132 effective, to extent
constitutionally permissible, for sentencing proceedings in cases in which defendant is convicted on or
after Apr. 24, 1996, see section 211 of Pub. L. 104–132, set
out as a note under section 2248 of this title.

§ 2265. Full faith and credit given to protection
orders
(a) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Any protection
order issued that is consistent with subsection
(b) of this section by the court of one State, Indian tribe, or territory (the issuing State, Indian
tribe, or territory) shall be accorded full faith
and credit by the court of another State, Indian
tribe, or territory (the enforcing State, Indian
tribe, or territory) and enforced by the court
and law enforcement personnel of the other
State, Indian tribal government or Territory 1 as
if it were the order of the enforcing State or
tribe.
(b) PROTECTION ORDER.—A protection order issued by a State, tribal, or territorial court is
consistent with this subsection if—
(1) such court has jurisdiction over the parties and matter under the law of such State,
Indian tribe, or territory; and
(2) reasonable notice and opportunity to be
heard is given to the person against whom the
order is sought sufficient to protect that person’s right to due process. In the case of ex
parte orders, notice and opportunity to be
heard must be provided within the time required by State, tribal, or territorial law, and
in any event within a reasonable time after
the order is issued, sufficient to protect the respondent’s due process rights.
(c) CROSS OR COUNTER PETITION.—A protection
order issued by a State, tribal, or territorial
court against one who has petitioned, filed a
complaint, or otherwise filed a written pleading
for protection against abuse by a spouse or intimate partner is not entitled to full faith and
credit if—
(1) no cross or counter petition, complaint,
or other written pleading was filed seeking
such a protection order; or
(2) a cross or counter petition has been filed
and the court did not make specific findings
that each party was entitled to such an order.
(d) NOTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION.—
(1) NOTIFICATION.—A State, Indian tribe, or
territory according full faith and credit to an
order by a court of another State, Indian tribe,
or territory shall not notify or require notification of the party against whom a protection
order has been issued that the protection order
has been registered or filed in that enforcing
State, tribal, or territorial jurisdiction unless
requested to do so by the party protected
under such order.
(2) NO PRIOR REGISTRATION OR FILING AS PREREQUISITE FOR ENFORCEMENT.—Any protection
order that is otherwise consistent with this
section shall be accorded full faith and credit,
1 So

in original. Probably should not be capitalized.

§ 2265A

notwithstanding failure to comply with any
requirement that the order be registered or
filed in the enforcing State, tribal, or territorial jurisdiction.
(3) LIMITS ON INTERNET PUBLICATION OF REGISTRATION
INFORMATION.—A
State, Indian
tribe, or territory shall not make available
publicly on the Internet any information regarding the registration, filing of a petition
for, or issuance of a protection order, restraining order or injunction, restraining order, or
injunction in either the issuing or enforcing
State, tribal or territorial jurisdiction, if such
publication would be likely to publicly reveal
the identity or location of the party protected
under such order. A State, Indian tribe, or territory may share court-generated and law enforcement-generated information contained in
secure, governmental registries for protection
order enforcement purposes.
(e) TRIBAL COURT JURISDICTION.—For purposes
of this section, a tribal court shall have full
civil jurisdiction to enforce protection orders,
including authority to enforce any orders
through civil contempt proceedings, exclusion of
violators from Indian lands, and other appropriate mechanisms, in matters arising within
the authority of the tribe.
(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept.
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1930; amended Pub. L. 106–386,
div. B, title I, § 1101(b)(4), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat.
1493; Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 106(a)–(c), Jan. 5,
2006, 119 Stat. 2981, 2982; Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(n),
Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 754.)
AMENDMENTS
2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(1), (b), substituted ‘‘, Indian tribe, or territory’’ for ‘‘or Indian
tribe’’ wherever appearing and ‘‘and enforced by the
court and law enforcement personnel of the other
State, Indian tribal government or Territory as if it
were’’ for ‘‘and enforced as if it were’’.
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted
‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’ in
introductory provisions.
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(1), substituted
‘‘, Indian tribe, or territory’’ for ‘‘or Indian tribe’’.
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted
‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’.
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted
‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’ in
introductory provisions.
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a), substituted
‘‘, Indian tribe, or territory’’ for ‘‘or Indian tribe’’ in
two places and ‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State
or tribal’’.
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted
‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’.
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 109–271, which directed amendment of section 106(c) of Pub. L. 109–162 by substituting
‘‘the registration, filing of a petition for, or issuance of
a protection order, restraining order or injunction’’ for
‘‘the registration or filing of a protection order’’, was
executed by making the substitution in par. (3), which
was added by section 106(c) of Pub. L. 109–162, to reflect
the probable intent of Congress.
Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(c), added par. (3).
2000—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 106–386 added subsecs.
(d) and (e).

§ 2265A. Repeat offenders
(a) MAXIMUM TERM OF IMPRISONMENT.—The
maximum term of imprisonment for a violation

