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TITLE 17—COPYRIGHTS

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsections
(b) and (c), the amendments made by this Act [amending this section, sections 101, 104A, 108 to 110, 114 to 116,
303, 304, 405, 407, 411, 504, 509, 601, 708, 801 to 803, 909, 910,
1006, and 1007 of this title, and section 2319 of Title 18,
Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and amending provisions set out as a note under section 914 of this title]
shall take effect on the date of the enactment of this
Act [Nov. 13, 1997].
‘‘(b) SATELLITE HOME VIEWER ACT.—The amendments
made by section 1 [amending this section] shall be effective as if enacted as part of the Satellite Home
Viewer Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–369).
‘‘(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—The amendment made
by section 12(b)(1) [amending provisions set out as a
note under section 914 of this title] shall be effective as
if enacted on November 9, 1987.’’
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 104–39 effective 3 months after
Nov. 1, 1995, see section 6 of Pub. L. 104–39, set out as
a note under section 101 of this title.
EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 1994
AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 103–369, § 6, Oct. 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 3481, provided that:
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsections
(b) and (d), this Act [amending this section and section
111 of this title, enacting provisions set out as notes
under this section and section 101 of this title, and repealing provisions set out as a note under this section]
and the amendments made by this Act take effect on
the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 18, 1994].
‘‘(b) BURDEN OF PROOF PROVISIONS.—The provisions of
section 119(a)(5)(D) [now section 119(a)(6)(D)] of title 17,
United States Code (as added by section 2(2) of this Act)
relating to the burden of proof of satellite carriers,
shall take effect on January 1, 1997, with respect to
civil actions relating to the eligibility of subscribers
who subscribed to service as an unserved household before the date of the enactment of this Act.
‘‘(c) TRANSITIONAL SIGNAL INTENSITY MEASUREMENT
PROCEDURES.—The provisions of [former] section
119(a)(8) of title 17, United States Code (as added by section 2(5) of this Act), relating to transitional signal intensity measurements, shall cease to be effective on
December 31, 1996.
‘‘(d) LOCAL SERVICE AREA OF A PRIMARY TRANSMITTER.—The amendment made by section 3(b) [amending
section 111 of this title], relating to the definition of
the local service area of a primary transmitter, shall
take effect on July 1, 1994.’’
EFFECTIVE DATE
Section 206 of title II of Pub. L. 100–667 provided that:
‘‘This title and the amendments made by this title [enacting this section and sections 612 and 613 of Title 47,
Telegraphs, Telephones, and Radiotelegraphs, amending sections 111, 501, 801, and 804 of this title and section 605 of Title 47, and enacting provisions set out as
notes under this section and section 101 of this title]
take effect on January 1, 1989, except that the authority of the Register of Copyrights to issue regulations
pursuant to section 119(b)(1) of title 17, United States
Code, as added by section 202 of this Act, takes effect
on the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 16,
1988].’’
Section 207 of title II of Pub. L. 100–667 provided that
this title and the amendments made by this title (other
than the amendments made by section 205 [amending
section 605 of Title 47]) cease to be effective on Dec. 31,
1994, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103–369, § 4(b), Oct. 18,
1994, 108 Stat. 3481.
TERMINATION OF SECTION
Pub. L. 111–175, title I, § 107(a), May 27, 2010, 124 Stat.
1245, provided that: ‘‘Section 119 of title 17, United
States Code, as amended by this Act, shall cease to be
effective on December 31, 2014.’’
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Pub. L. 111–118, div. B, § 1003(a)(2)(A), Dec. 19, 2009, 123
Stat. 3469, as amended by Pub. L. 111–144, § 10(a)(2), Mar.
2, 2010, 124 Stat. 47; Pub. L. 111–151, § 2(a)(2), Mar. 26,
2010, 124 Stat. 1027; Pub. L. 111–157, § 9(a)(2), Apr. 15, 2010,
124 Stat. 1119, which provided that this section would
cease to be effective on May 31, 2010, was repealed by
Pub. L. 111–175, title I, § 107(b), May 27, 2010, 124 Stat.
1245.
Pub. L. 103–369, § 4(a), Oct. 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 3481, as
amended by Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(9) [title I,
§ 1003], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–527; Pub. L.
108–447, div. J, title IX [title I, § 101(a)], Dec. 8, 2004, 118
Stat. 3394, which provided that this section would cease
to be effective on Dec. 31, 2009, was repealed by Pub. L.
111–118, div. B, § 1003(a)(2)(B), Dec. 19, 2009, 123 Stat. 3469.
REMOVAL OF INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS
Pub. L. 109–303, § 4(g), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1483, provided that: ‘‘The amendments contained in subsection
(h) of section 5 of the Copyright Royalty and Distribution Reform Act of 2004 [Pub. L. 108–419, amending this
section] shall be deemed never to have been enacted.’’
EFFECT ON CERTAIN PROCEEDINGS
Pub. L. 108–447, div. J, title IX [title I, § 106], Dec. 8,
2004, 118 Stat. 3406, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this title
[see Short Title of 2004 Amendment note set out under
section 101 of this title] shall modify any remedy imposed on a party that is required by the judgment of a
court in any action that was brought before May 1,
2004, against that party for a violation of section 119 of
title 17, United States Code.’’
APPLICABILITY OF 1994 AMENDMENT
Section 5 of Pub. L. 103–369 provided that: ‘‘The
amendments made by this section apply only to section
119 of title 17, United States Code.’’

§ 120. Scope of exclusive rights in architectural
works
(a) PICTORIAL REPRESENTATIONS PERMITTED.—
The copyright in an architectural work that has
been constructed does not include the right to
prevent the making, distributing, or public display of pictures, paintings, photographs, or
other pictorial representations of the work, if
the building in which the work is embodied is located in or ordinarily visible from a public
place.
(b) ALTERATIONS TO AND DESTRUCTION OF
BUILDINGS.—Notwithstanding the provisions of
section 106(2), the owners of a building embodying an architectural work may, without the consent of the author or copyright owner of the architectural work, make or authorize the making
of alterations to such building, and destroy or
authorize the destruction of such building.
(Added Pub. L. 101–650, title VII, § 704(a), Dec. 1,
1990, 104 Stat. 5133.)
EFFECTIVE DATE
Section applicable to any architectural work created
on or after Dec. 1, 1990, and any architectural work,
that, on Dec. 1, 1990, is unconstructed and embodied in
unpublished plans or drawings, except that protection
for such architectural work under this title terminates
on Dec. 31, 2002, unless the work is constructed by that
date, see section 706 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 Amendment note under section 101
of this title.

§ 121. Limitations on exclusive rights: Reproduction for blind or other people with disabilities
(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of section
106, it is not an infringement of copyright for an

