TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES

§ 2576b

of Defense for the procurement of defense
equipment; and
(4) all costs incurred subsequent to the
transfer of the property are borne or reimbursed by the recipient.
(c) CONSIDERATION.—Subject to subsection
(b)(4), the Secretary may transfer personal property under this section without charge to the recipient agency.
(d) PREFERENCE FOR CERTAIN TRANSFERS.—In
considering applications for the transfer of personal property under this section, the Secretary
shall give a preference to those applications indicating that the transferred property will be
used in the counter-drug or counter-terrorism
activities of the recipient agency.
(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title
§ 1033(a)(1), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2639.)

X,

PRIOR PROVISIONS
Provisions similar to those in this section were contained in Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title XII, § 1208, Nov.
29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1566, as amended, which was set out
as a note under section 372 of this title, prior to repeal
by Pub. L. 104–201, § 1033(b)(1).

§ 2576b. Excess personal property: sale or donation to assist firefighting agencies
(a) TRANSFER AUTHORIZED.—Subject to subsection (b), the Secretary of Defense shall transfer to a firefighting agency in a State any personal property of the Department of Defense
that the Secretary determines is—
(1) excess to the needs of the Department of
Defense; and
(2) suitable for use in providing fire and
emergency medical services, including personal protective equipment and equipment for
communication and monitoring.
(b) CONDITIONS FOR TRANSFER.—The Secretary
of Defense shall transfer personal property
under this section only if—
(1) the property is drawn from existing
stocks of the Department of Defense;
(2) the recipient firefighting agency accepts
the property on an as-is, where-is basis;
(3) the transfer is made without the expenditure of any funds available to the Department
of Defense for the procurement of defense
equipment; and
(4) all costs incurred subsequent to the
transfer of the property are borne or reimbursed by the recipient.
(c) CONSIDERATION.—Subject to subsection
(b)(4), the Secretary may transfer personal property under this section without charge to the recipient firefighting agency.
(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ includes the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and any territory or possession of the United States.
(2) FIREFIGHTING AGENCY.—The term ‘‘firefighting agency’’ means any volunteer, paid,
or combined departments that provide fire and
emergency medical services.
(Added Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title XVII,
§ 1706(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–367;
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amended Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title III, § 354,
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1861.)
AMENDMENTS
2004—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 108–375 substituted
‘‘shall’’ for ‘‘may’’ in introductory provisions.
IDENTIFICATION OF DEFENSE TECHNOLOGIES SUITABLE
FOR USE, OR CONVERSION FOR USE, IN PROVIDING
FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title XVII, § 1707], Oct. 30,
2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–367, provided that:
‘‘(a) APPOINTMENT OF TASK FORCE; PURPOSE.—The
Secretary of Defense shall appoint a task force consisting of representatives from the Department of Defense
and each of the seven major fire organizations identified in subsection (b) to identify defense technologies
and equipment that—
‘‘(1) can be readily put to civilian use by fire service
and the emergency response agencies; and
‘‘(2) can be transferred to these agencies using the
authority provided by section 2576b of title 10, United
States Code, as added by section 1706 of this Act.
‘‘(b) PARTICIPATING MAJOR FIRE ORGANIZATIONS.—
Members of the task force shall be appointed from each
of the following:
‘‘(1) The International Association of Fire Chiefs.
‘‘(2) The International Association of Fire Fighters.
‘‘(3) The National Volunteer Fire Council.
‘‘(4) The International Association of Arson Investigators.
‘‘(5) The International Society of Fire Service Instructors.
‘‘(6) The National Association of State Fire Marshals.
‘‘(7) The National Fire Protection Association.
‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of Defense for activities of the task force $1,000,000 for fiscal
year 2001.’’

§ 2577. Disposal of recyclable materials
(a)(1) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe
regulations to provide for the sale of recyclable
materials held by a military department or defense agency and for the operation of recycling
programs at military installations. Such regulations shall include procedures for the designation by the Secretary of a military department
(or by the Secretary of Defense with respect to
facilities of a defense agency) of military installations that have established a qualifying recycling program for the purposes of subsection
(b)(2).
(2) Any sale of recyclable materials by the
Secretary of Defense or Secretary of a military
department shall be in accordance with the procedures in sections 541–555 of title 40 for the sale
of surplus property.
(b)(1) Proceeds from the sale of recyclable materials at an installation shall be credited to
funds available for operations and maintenance
at that installation in amounts sufficient to
cover the costs of operations, maintenance, and
overhead for processing recyclable materials at
the installation (including the cost of any equipment purchased for recycling purposes).
(2) If after such funds are credited a balance
remains available to a military installation and
such installation has a qualifying recycling program (as determined by the Secretary of the
military department concerned or the Secretary
of Defense), not more than 50 percent of that
balance may be used at the installation for
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projects for pollution abatement, energy conservation, and occupational safety and health
activities. A project may not be carried out
under the preceding sentence for an amount
greater than 50 percent of the amount established by law as the maximum amount for a
minor construction project.
(3) The remaining balance available to a military installation may be transferred to the nonappropriated morale and welfare account of the
installation to be used for any morale or welfare
activity.
(c) If the balance available to a military installation under this section at the end of any
fiscal year is in excess of $2,000,000, the amount
of that excess shall be covered into the Treasury
as miscellaneous receipts.
(Added Pub. L. 97–214, § 6(b)(1), July 12, 1982, 96
Stat. 172; amended Pub. L. 98–525, title XIV,
§ 1405(37), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2624; Pub. L.
107–217, § 3(b)(11), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1296.)
AMENDMENTS
2002—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 107–217 substituted ‘‘sections 541–555 of title 40’’ for ‘‘section 203 of the Federal
Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (40
U.S.C. 484)’’.
1984—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 98–525 substituted ‘‘purposes’’ for ‘‘puposes’’.
EFFECTIVE DATE
Section effective Oct. 1, 1982, and applicable to military construction projects, and to construction and acquisition of military family housing authorized before,
on, or after such date, see section 12(a) of Pub. L.
97–214, set out as a note under section 2801 of this title.

§ 2578. Vessels: transfer between departments
A vessel under the jurisdiction of a military
department may be transferred or otherwise
made available without reimbursement to another military department or to the Department
of Homeland Security, and a vessel under the jurisdiction of the Department of Homeland Security may be transferred or otherwise made available without reimbursement to a military department. Any such transfer may be made only
upon the request of the Secretary of the military department concerned or the Secretary of
Homeland Security, as the case may be, and
with the approval of the Secretary of the department having jurisdiction of the vessel.
(Added Pub. L. 100–370, § 1(k)(1), July 19, 1988, 102
Stat. 848; amended Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII,
§ 1704(b)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Section is based on Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(b) [title VIII,
§ 8012], Dec. 19, 1985, 99 Stat. 1185, 1204.
AMENDMENTS
2002—Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’ wherever appearing.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L.
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of this title.

§ 2579. War booty: procedures for handling and
retaining battlefield objects
(a) POLICY.—The United States recognizes that
battlefield souvenirs have traditionally provided
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military personnel with a valued memento of
service in a national cause. At the same time, it
is the policy and tradition of the United States
that the desire for souvenirs in a combat theater
not blemish the conduct of combat operations or
result in the mistreatment of enemy personnel,
the dishonoring of the dead, distraction from
the conduct of operations, or other unbecoming
activities.
(b) REGULATIONS.—(1) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe regulations for the handling of battlefield objects that are consistent
with the policies expressed in subsection (a) and
the requirements of this section.
(2) When forces of the United States are operating in a theater of operations, enemy material
captured or found abandoned shall be turned
over to appropriate United States or allied military personnel except as otherwise provided in
such regulations. A member of the armed forces
(or other person under the authority of the
armed forces in a theater of operations) may not
(except in accordance with such regulations)
take from a theater of operations as a souvenir
an object formerly in the possession of the
enemy.
(3) Such regulations shall provide that a member of the armed forces who wishes to retain as
a souvenir an object covered by paragraph (2)
may so request at the time the object is turned
over pursuant to paragraph (2).
(4) Such regulations shall provide for an officer to be designated to review requests under
paragraph (3). If the officer determines that the
object may be appropriately retained as a war
souvenir, the object shall be turned over to the
member who requested the right to retain it.
(5) Such regulations shall provide for captured
weaponry to be retained as souvenirs, as follows:
(A) The only weapons that may be retained
are those in categories to be agreed upon
jointly by the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of the Treasury.
(B) Before a weapon is turned over to a
member, the weapon shall be rendered unserviceable.
(C) A charge may be assessed in connection
with each weapon in an amount sufficient to
cover the full cost of rendering the weapon unserviceable.
(Added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title
§ 1171(a)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1765.)

XI,

REGULATIONS
Section 1171(b) of Pub. L. 103–160 provided that: ‘‘The
initial regulations required by section 2579 of title 10,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a), shall be
prescribed not later than 270 days after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 30, 1993]. Such regulations
shall specifically address the following, consistent with
section 2579 of title 10, United States Code, as added by
subsection (a):
‘‘(1) The general procedures for collection and disposition of weapons and other enemy material.
‘‘(2) The criteria and procedures for evaluation and
disposition of enemy material for intelligence, testing, or other military purposes.
‘‘(3) The criteria and procedures for determining
when retention of enemy material by an individual or
a unit in the theater of operations may be appropriate.
‘‘(4) The criteria and procedures for disposition of
enemy material to a unit or other Department of Defense entity as a souvenir.

