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the Bureau of Labor Statistics to update sample 

frames, develop consistent classifications of estab-

lishments and companies into industries, improve 

coverage, and reconcile significant differences in data 

produced by the three agencies. 

‘‘(4) To increase understanding of the United States 

economy, especially for key industry and regional 

statistics, to develop more accurate measures of the 

impact of technology on productivity growth, and to 

enhance the reliability of the Nation’s most impor-

tant economic indicators, such as the National In-

come and Product Accounts. 

‘‘SEC. 522. DESIGNATION OF STATISTICAL AGEN-

CIES. 

‘‘For purposes of this subtitle, the term ‘Designated 

Statistical Agency’ means each of the following: 

‘‘(1) The Bureau of the Census of the Department of 

Commerce. 

‘‘(2) The Bureau of Economic Analysis of the De-

partment of Commerce. 

‘‘(3) The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Depart-

ment of Labor. 

‘‘SEC. 523. RESPONSIBILITIES OF DESIGNATED 

STATISTICAL AGENCIES. 

‘‘The head of each of the Designated Statistical Agen-

cies shall— 

‘‘(1) identify opportunities to eliminate duplication 

and otherwise reduce reporting burden and cost im-

posed on the public in providing information for sta-

tistical purposes; 

‘‘(2) enter into joint statistical projects to improve 

the quality and reduce the cost of statistical pro-

grams; and 

‘‘(3) protect the confidentiality of individually iden-

tifiable information acquired for statistical purposes 

by adhering to safeguard principles, including— 

‘‘(A) emphasizing to their officers, employees, and 

agents the importance of protecting the confiden-

tiality of information in cases where the identity of 

individual respondents can reasonably be inferred 

by either direct or indirect means; 

‘‘(B) training their officers, employees, and 

agents in their legal obligations to protect the con-

fidentiality of individually identifiable information 

and in the procedures that must be followed to pro-

vide access to such information; 

‘‘(C) implementing appropriate measures to as-

sure the physical and electronic security of con-

fidential data; 

‘‘(D) establishing a system of records that identi-

fies individuals accessing confidential data and the 

project for which the data were required; and 

‘‘(E) being prepared to document their compli-

ance with safeguard principles to other agencies au-

thorized by law to monitor such compliance. 

‘‘SEC. 524. SHARING OF BUSINESS DATA AMONG 

DESIGNATED STATISTICAL AGENCIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A Designated Statistical Agency 

may provide business data in an identifiable form to 

another Designated Statistical Agency under the terms 

of a written agreement among the agencies sharing the 

business data that specifies— 

‘‘(1) the business data to be shared; 

‘‘(2) the statistical purposes for which the business 

data are to be used; 

‘‘(3) the officers, employees, and agents authorized 

to examine the business data to be shared; and 

‘‘(4) appropriate security procedures to safeguard 

the confidentiality of the business data. 

‘‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF AGENCIES UNDER OTHER 

LAWS.—The provision of business data by an agency to 

a Designated Statistical Agency under this subtitle 

shall in no way alter the responsibility of the agency 

providing the data under other statutes (including sec-

tion 552 of title 5, United States Code (popularly known 

as the Freedom of Information Act), and section 552b of 

title 5, United States Code (popularly known as the Pri-

vacy Act of 1974 [Pub. L. 93–579, see Short Title note set 

out under section 552a of Title 5, Government Organiza-

tion and Employees])) with respect to the provision or 

withholding of such information by the agency provid-

ing the data. 

‘‘(c) RESPONSIBILITIES OF OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AND 

AGENTS.—Examination of business data in identifiable 

form shall be limited to the officers, employees, and 

agents authorized to examine the individual reports in 

accordance with written agreements pursuant to this 

section. Officers, employees, and agents of a Designated 

Statistical Agency who receive data pursuant to this 

subtitle shall be subject to all provisions of law, includ-

ing penalties, that relate— 

‘‘(1) to the unlawful provision of the business data 

that would apply to the officers, employees, and 

agents of the agency that originally obtained the in-

formation; and 

‘‘(2) to the unlawful disclosure of the business data 

that would apply to officers, employees, and agents of 

the agency that originally obtained the information. 

‘‘(d) NOTICE.—Whenever a written agreement con-

cerns data that respondents were required by law to re-

port and the respondents were not informed that the 

data could be shared among the Designated Statistical 

Agencies, for exclusively statistical purposes, the 

terms of such agreement shall be described in a public 

notice issued by the agency that intends to provide the 

data. Such notice shall allow a minimum of 60 days for 

public comment. 

‘‘SEC. 525. LIMITATIONS ON USE OF BUSINESS 

DATA PROVIDED BY DESIGNATED STATIS-

TICAL AGENCIES. 

‘‘(a) USE, GENERALLY.—Business data provided by a 

Designated Statistical Agency pursuant to this subtitle 

shall be used exclusively for statistical purposes. 

‘‘(b) PUBLICATION.—Publication of business data ac-

quired by a Designated Statistical Agency shall occur 

in a manner whereby the data furnished by any par-

ticular respondent are not in identifiable form. 

‘‘SEC. 526. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 

‘‘(a) DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE.—[Amended section 

176a of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.] 

‘‘(b) TITLE 13.—[Enacted section 402 of Title 13, Cen-

sus.]’’. 

WAIVER OF PAPERWORK REDUCTION 

Pub. L. 101–508, title IV, § 4711(f), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

1388–187, provided that: ‘‘Chapter 35 of title 44, United 

States Code, and Executive Order 12291 [formerly set 

out as a note under section 601 of Title 5, Government 

Organization and Employees] shall not apply to infor-

mation and regulations required for purposes of carry-

ing out this Act [see Tables for classification] and im-

plementing the amendments made by this Act.’’ 

§ 3502. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter— 

(1) the term ‘‘agency’’ means any executive 

department, military department, Govern-

ment corporation, Government controlled cor-

poration, or other establishment in the execu-

tive branch of the Government (including the 

Executive Office of the President), or any 

independent regulatory agency, but does not 

include— 

(A) the Government Accountability Office; 

(B) Federal Election Commission; 

(C) the governments of the District of Co-

lumbia and of the territories and possessions 

of the United States, and their various sub-

divisions; or 

(D) Government-owned contractor-oper-

ated facilities, including laboratories en-

gaged in national defense research and pro-

duction activities; 



Page 120 TITLE 44—PUBLIC PRINTING AND DOCUMENTS § 3502 

(2) the term ‘‘burden’’ means time, effort, or 

financial resources expended by persons to 

generate, maintain, or provide information to 

or for a Federal agency, including the re-

sources expended for— 
(A) reviewing instructions; 
(B) acquiring, installing, and utilizing 

technology and systems; 
(C) adjusting the existing ways to comply 

with any previously applicable instructions 

and requirements; 
(D) searching data sources; 
(E) completing and reviewing the collec-

tion of information; and 
(F) transmitting, or otherwise disclosing 

the information; 

(3) the term ‘‘collection of information’’— 
(A) means the obtaining, causing to be ob-

tained, soliciting, or requiring the disclosure 

to third parties or the public, of facts or 

opinions by or for an agency, regardless of 

form or format, calling for either— 
(i) answers to identical questions posed 

to, or identical reporting or recordkeeping 

requirements imposed on, ten or more per-

sons, other than agencies, instrumental-

ities, or employees of the United States; or 
(ii) answers to questions posed to agen-

cies, instrumentalities, or employees of 

the United States which are to be used for 

general statistical purposes; and 

(B) shall not include a collection of infor-

mation described under section 3518(c)(1); 

(4) the term ‘‘Director’’ means the Director 

of the Office of Management and Budget; 
(5) the term ‘‘independent regulatory agen-

cy’’ means the Board of Governors of the Fed-

eral Reserve System, the Commodity Futures 

Trading Commission, the Consumer Product 

Safety Commission, the Federal Communica-

tions Commission, the Federal Deposit Insur-

ance Corporation, the Federal Energy Regu-

latory Commission, the Federal Housing Fi-

nance Agency, the Federal Maritime Commis-

sion, the Federal Trade Commission, the 

Interstate Commerce Commission, the Mine 

Enforcement Safety and Health Review Com-

mission, the National Labor Relations Board, 

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the Oc-

cupational Safety and Health Review Commis-

sion, the Postal Regulatory Commission, the 

Securities and Exchange Commission, and any 

other similar agency designated by statute as 

a Federal independent regulatory agency or 

commission; 
(6) the term ‘‘information resources’’ means 

information and related resources, such as 

personnel, equipment, funds, and information 

technology; 
(7) the term ‘‘information resources manage-

ment’’ means the process of managing infor-

mation resources to accomplish agency mis-

sions and to improve agency performance, in-

cluding through the reduction of information 

collection burdens on the public; 
(8) the term ‘‘information system’’ means a 

discrete set of information resources organized 

for the collection, processing, maintenance, 

use, sharing, dissemination, or disposition of 

information; 

(9) the term ‘‘information technology’’ has 

the meaning given that term in section 11101 

of title 40 but does not include national secu-

rity systems as defined in section 11103 of title 

40; 

(10) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual, 

partnership, association, corporation, business 

trust, or legal representative, an organized 

group of individuals, a State, territorial, trib-

al, or local government or branch thereof, or a 

political subdivision of a State, territory, trib-

al, or local government or a branch of a politi-

cal subdivision; 

(11) the term ‘‘practical utility’’ means the 

ability of an agency to use information, par-

ticularly the capability to process such infor-

mation in a timely and useful fashion; 

(12) the term ‘‘public information’’ means 

any information, regardless of form or format, 

that an agency discloses, disseminates, or 

makes available to the public; 

(13) the term ‘‘recordkeeping requirement’’ 

means a requirement imposed by or for an 

agency on persons to maintain specified 

records, including a requirement to— 

(A) retain such records; 

(B) notify third parties, the Federal Gov-

ernment, or the public of the existence of 

such records; 

(C) disclose such records to third parties, 

the Federal Government, or the public; or 

(D) report to third parties, the Federal 

Government, or the public regarding such 

records; and 

(14) the term ‘‘penalty’’ includes the imposi-

tion by an agency or court of a fine or other 

punishment; a judgment for monetary dam-

ages or equitable relief; or the revocation, sus-

pension, reduction, or denial of a license, 

privilege, right, grant, or benefit. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–13, § 2, May 22, 1995, 109 Stat. 

164; amended Pub. L. 104–106, div. E, title LVI, 

§ 5605(a), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 700; Pub. L. 

105–85, div. A, title X, § 1073(h)(5)(A), Nov. 18, 

1997, 111 Stat. 1907; Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], 

title X, § 1064(b)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 

1654A–275; Pub. L. 107–217, § 3(l)(4), Aug. 21, 2002, 

116 Stat. 1301; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 

118 Stat. 814; Pub. L. 109–435, title VI, § 604(e), 

Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 3242; Pub. L. 110–289, div. 

A, title II, § 1216(e), July 30, 2008, 122 Stat. 2792.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3502, added Pub. L. 96–511, § 2(a), Dec. 

11, 1980, 94 Stat. 2813; amended Pub. L. 98–443, § 9(h), Oct. 

4, 1984, 98 Stat. 1708; Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(m) [title VIII, 

§ 812], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–308, 1783–335, and Pub. 

L. 99–591, § 101(m) [title VIII, § 812], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 

Stat. 3341–308, 3341–335; Pub. L. 101–73, title VII, § 744(e), 

Aug. 9, 1989, 103 Stat. 438, defined terms used in this 

chapter prior to the general amendment of this chapter 

by Pub. L. 104–13. 

Another prior section 3502, Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 

1968, 82 Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 93–153, title IV, § 409(a), Nov. 

16, 1973, 87 Stat. 593, defined ‘‘Federal agency’’, ‘‘per-

son’’, and ‘‘information’’, prior to the general amend-

ment of this chapter by Pub. L. 96–511. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Par. (5). Pub. L. 110–289 substituted ‘‘Federal 

Housing Finance Agency’’ for ‘‘Federal Housing Fi-

nance Board’’. 



Page 121 TITLE 44—PUBLIC PRINTING AND DOCUMENTS § 3504 

2006—Par. (5). Pub. L. 109–435 substituted ‘‘Postal 

Regulatory Commission’’ for ‘‘Postal Rate Commis-

sion’’. 

2004—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted ‘‘Govern-

ment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Accounting 

Office’’. 

2002—Par. (9). Pub. L. 107–217 substituted ‘‘section 

11101 of title 40’’ for ‘‘section 5002 of the Clinger-Cohen 

Act of 1996 (40 U.S.C. 1401)’’ and ‘‘section 11103 of title 

40’’ for ‘‘section 5142 of that Act (40 U.S.C. 1452)’’. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–398 substituted ‘‘subchapter’’ for 

‘‘chapter’’ in introductory provisions. 

1997—Par. (9). Pub. L. 105–85 substituted ‘‘the Clinger- 

Cohen Act of 1996 (40 U.S.C. 1401)’’ for ‘‘the Information 

Technology Management Reform Act of 1996’’ and in-

serted ‘‘(40 U.S.C. 1452)’’ after ‘‘that Act’’. 

1996—Par. (9). Pub. L. 104–106 added par. (9) and struck 

out former par. (9) which read as follows: ‘‘the term ‘in-

formation technology’ has the same meaning as the 

term ‘automatic data processing equipment’ as defined 

by section 111(a)(2) and (3)(C)(i) through (v) of the Fed-

eral Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 

(40 U.S.C. 759(a)(2) and (3)(C)(i) through (v));’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–398 effective 30 days after 

Oct. 30, 2000, see section 1 [[div. A], title X, § 1065] of 

Pub. L. 106–398, set out as an Effective Date note under 

section 3531 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–106 effective 180 days after 

Feb. 10, 1996, see section 5701 of Pub. L. 104–106, Feb. 10, 

1996, 110 Stat. 702. 

ABOLITION OF INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION AND 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Interstate Commerce Commission abolished and func-

tions of Commission transferred, except as otherwise 

provided in Pub. L. 104–88, to Surface Transportation 

Board effective Jan. 1, 1996, by section 702 of Title 49, 

Transportation, and section 101 of Pub. L. 104–88, set 

out as a note under section 701 of Title 49. References 

to Interstate Commerce Commission deemed to refer to 

Surface Transportation Board, a member or employee 

of the Board, or Secretary of Transportation, as appro-

priate, see section 205 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a 

note under section 701 of Title 49. 

§ 3503. Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs 

(a) There is established in the Office of Man-

agement and Budget an office to be known as 

the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-

fairs. 

(b) There shall be at the head of the Office an 

Administrator who shall be appointed by the 

President, by and with the advice and consent of 

the Senate. The Director shall delegate to the 

Administrator the authority to administer all 

functions under this subchapter, except that any 

such delegation shall not relieve the Director of 

responsibility for the administration of such 

functions. The Administrator shall serve as 

principal adviser to the Director on Federal in-

formation resources management policy. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–13, § 2, May 22, 1995, 109 Stat. 

166; amended Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title X, 

§ 1064(b)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–275.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3503, added Pub. L. 96–511, § 2(a), Dec. 

11, 1980, 94 Stat. 2814; amended Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(m) 

[title VIII, § 813(a)], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–308, 

1783–336, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(m) [title VIII, § 813(a)], 

Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–308, 3341–336, related to the 

establishment of the Office of Information and Regu-

latory Affairs prior to the general amendment of this 

chapter by Pub. L. 104–13. 

Another prior section 3503, Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 

1968, 82 Stat. 1303, prescribed duties of Director of Bu-

reau of the Budget, prior to the general amendment of 

this chapter by Pub. L. 96–511. See section 3504 of this 

title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–398 substituted ‘‘sub-

chapter’’ for ‘‘chapter’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–398 effective 30 days after 

Oct. 30, 2000, see section 1 [[div. A], title X, § 1065] of 

Pub. L. 106–398, set out as an Effective Date note under 

section 3531 of this title. 

DELEGATION OF OTHER FUNCTIONS TO ADMINISTRATOR 

Pub. L. 96–511, § 3, Dec. 11, 1980, 94 Stat. 2825, as 

amended by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1083; Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(m) [title VIII, § 821(b)(3)], Oct. 

18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–308, 1783–342, and Pub. L. 99–591, 

§ 101(m) [title VIII, § 821(b)(3)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 

3341–308, 3341–342, provided: 

‘‘[(a) Repealed] 

‘‘(b) The Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget shall delegate to the Administrator for the Of-

fice of Information and Regulatory Affairs all func-

tions, authority, and responsibility of the Director 

under section 552a of title 5, United States Code, under 

Executive Order 12046 [Ex. Ord. No. 12046, Mar. 27, 1978, 

43 F.R. 14193, set out as a note under section 305 of Title 

47, Telegraphs, Telephones, and Radiotelegraphs] and 

Reorganization Plan No. 1 for telecommunications 

[probably means Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1970, 35 F.R. 6421, 

84 Stat. 2083, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees], and under sections 

110 and 111 of the Federal Property and Administrative 

Services Act of 1949 ([former 40 U.S.C. 322 and former] 

40 U.S.C. 759).’’ 

[Section 101(m) [title VIII, § 833] of Pub. L. 99–500 and 

Pub. L. 99–591 provided that: ‘‘This title and the amend-

ments made by this title [amending former sections 

3501 to 3507, 3511, 3514, and 3520 of this title and sections 

751, 757, and 759 of former Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, enacting provisions set out as a 

notes under section 101 of this title and former section 

3503 of this title, amending provisions set out as a note 

above, and repealing provisions set out as a note under 

section 759 of former Title 40] shall take effect on the 

date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 18, 1986], except as 

provided in section 813(b) [set out as a note under 

former section 3503 of this title] and except that the 

provisions of section 821 and the amendments made by 

such section [amending former sections 3503 and 3504 of 

this title, sections 757 and 759 of former Title 40, and 

provisions set out as a note above] shall take effect on 

January 1, 1987.’’] 

§ 3504. Authority and functions of Director 

(a)(1) The Director shall oversee the use of in-

formation resources to improve the efficiency 

and effectiveness of governmental operations to 

serve agency missions, including burden reduc-

tion and service delivery to the public. In per-

forming such oversight, the Director shall— 

(A) develop, coordinate and oversee the im-

plementation of Federal information resources 

management policies, principles, standards, 

and guidelines; and 

(B) provide direction and oversee— 

(i) the review and approval of the collec-

tion of information and the reduction of the 

information collection burden; 
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