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any person that interchanges intermodal 
equipment with a motor carrier pursuant to a 
written interchange agreement or has a con-
tractual responsibility for the maintenance of 
the intermodal equipment. 

(4) INTERCHANGE.—The term ‘‘interchange’’— 
(A) means the act of providing intermodal 

equipment to a motor carrier pursuant to an 
intermodal equipment interchange agree-
ment for the purpose of transporting the 
equipment for loading or unloading by any 
person or repositioning the equipment for 
the benefit of the equipment provider; but 

(B) does not include the leasing of equip-
ment to a motor carrier for primary use in 
the motor carrier’s freight hauling oper-
ations. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4118(a), Aug. 10, 
2005, 119 Stat. 1729; amended Pub. L. 110–244, title 
III, § 301(e), June 6, 2008, 122 Stat. 1616.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (a)(1), (3)(E)(ii), (4), is the date of enactment of 

Pub. L. 109–59, which was approved Aug. 10, 2005. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a)(3)(E)(ii). Pub. L. 110–244 substituted 

‘‘section’’ for ‘‘Act’’. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior subchapter IV consisted of sections 31161 and 

31162, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4010, 

June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 407. 

§ 31161. International cooperation 

The Secretary of Transportation is authorized 
to use funds made available by section 31104(i) to 
participate and cooperate in international ac-
tivities to enhance motor carrier, commercial 
motor vehicle, driver, and highway safety by 
such means as exchanging information, conduct-
ing research, and examining needs, best prac-
tices, and new technology. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4119(a), Aug. 10, 
2005, 119 Stat. 1733.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior sections 31161 and 31162 were repealed by Pub. 

L. 105–178, title IV, § 4010, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 407. 

Section 31161, Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 

Stat. 1013, related to procedures to ensure timely cor-

rection of safety violations. 

Section 31162, Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 

Stat. 1014, related to compliance review priority. 

CHAPTER 313—COMMERCIAL MOTOR 
VEHICLE OPERATORS 

Sec. 

31301. Definitions. 

31302. Commercial driver’s license requirement. 

31303. Notification requirements. 

31304. Employer responsibilities. 

31305. General driver fitness and testing. 

31306. Alcohol and controlled substances testing. 

31307. Minimum training requirements for operators 

of longer combination vehicles. 

31308. Commercial driver’s license. 

31309. Commercial driver’s license information sys-

tem. 

31310. Disqualifications. 

Sec. 

31311. Requirements for State participation. 

31312. Decertification authority. 

31313. Grants for commercial driver’s license pro-

gram improvements. 

31314. Withholding amounts for State noncompli-

ance. 

31315. Waivers, exemptions, and pilot programs. 

31316. Limitation on statutory construction. 

31317. Procedure for prescribing regulations. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4124(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 

119 Stat. 1738, added item 31313. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–159, title II, § 203(b), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 

Stat. 1762, added item 31312. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, §§ 4007(b), 4011(b)(2), (f), 

June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 403, 407, 408, substituted ‘‘Com-

mercial driver’s license requirement’’ for ‘‘Limitation 

on the number of driver’s licenses’’ in item 31302 and 

‘‘Waivers, exemptions, and pilot programs’’ for ‘‘Waiver 

authority’’ in item 31315 and struck out items 31312 

‘‘Grants for testing and ensuring the fitness of opera-

tors of commercial motor vehicles’’ and 31313 ‘‘Grants 

for issuing commercial drivers’ licenses and complying 

with State participation requirements’’. 

§ 31301. Definitions 

In this chapter— 
(1) ‘‘alcohol’’ has the same meaning given 

the term ‘‘alcoholic beverage’’ in section 158(c) 
of title 23. 

(2) ‘‘commerce’’ means trade, traffic, and 
transportation— 

(A) in the jurisdiction of the United States 
between a place in a State and a place out-
side that State (including a place outside 
the United States); or 

(B) in the United States that affects trade, 
traffic, and transportation described in sub-
clause (A) of this clause. 

(3) ‘‘commercial driver’s license’’ means a li-
cense issued by a State to an individual au-
thorizing the individual to operate a class of 
commercial motor vehicles. 

(4) ‘‘commercial motor vehicle’’ means a 
motor vehicle used in commerce to transport 
passengers or property that— 

(A) has a gross vehicle weight rating or 
gross vehicle weight of at least 26,001 
pounds, whichever is greater, or a lesser 
gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle 
weight the Secretary of Transportation pre-
scribes by regulation, but not less than a 
gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001 pounds; 

(B) is designed to transport at least 16 pas-
sengers including the driver; or 

(C) is used to transport material found by 
the Secretary to be hazardous under section 
5103 of this title, except that a vehicle shall 
not be included as a commercial motor vehi-
cle under this subclause if— 

(i) the vehicle does not satisfy the 
weight requirements of subclause (A) of 
this clause; 

(ii) the vehicle is transporting material 
listed as hazardous under section 306(a) of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9656(a)) and is not otherwise 
regulated by the Secretary or is transport-
ing a consumer commodity or limited 
quantity of hazardous material as defined 
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in section 171.8 of title 49, Code of Federal 
Regulations; and 

(iii) the Secretary does not deny the ap-
plication of this exception to the vehicle 
(individually or as part of a class of motor 
vehicles) in the interest of safety. 

(5) except in section 31306, ‘‘controlled sub-
stance’’ has the same meaning given that term 
in section 102 of the Comprehensive Drug 
Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 
U.S.C. 802). 

(6) ‘‘driver’s license’’ means a license issued 
by a State to an individual authorizing the in-
dividual to operate a motor vehicle on high-
ways. 

(7) ‘‘employee’’ means an operator of a com-
mercial motor vehicle (including an independ-
ent contractor when operating a commercial 
motor vehicle) who is employed by an em-
ployer. 

(8) ‘‘employer’’ means a person (including 
the United States Government, a State, or a 
political subdivision of a State) that owns or 
leases a commercial motor vehicle or assigns 
employees to operate a commercial motor ve-
hicle. 

(9) ‘‘felony’’ means an offense under a law of 
the United States or a State that is punishable 
by death or imprisonment for more than one 
year. 

(10) ‘‘hazardous material’’ has the same 
meaning given that term in section 5102 of this 
title. 

(11) ‘‘motor vehicle’’ means a vehicle, ma-
chine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer propelled 
or drawn by mechanical power and used on 
public streets, roads, or highways, but does 
not include a vehicle, machine, tractor, trail-
er, or semitrailer operated only on a rail line 
or custom harvesting farm machinery. 

(12) ‘‘serious traffic violation’’ means— 
(A) excessive speeding, as defined by the 

Secretary by regulation; 
(B) reckless driving, as defined under State 

or local law; 
(C) a violation of a State or local law on 

motor vehicle traffic control (except a park-
ing violation) and involving a fatality, other 
than a violation to which section 
31310(b)(1)(E) or 31310(c)(1)(E) applies; 

(D) driving a commercial motor vehicle 
when the individual has not obtained a com-
mercial driver’s license; 

(E) driving a commercial motor vehicle 
when the individual does not have in his or 
her possession a commercial driver’s license 
unless the individual provides, by the date 
that the individual must appear in court or 
pay any fine with respect to the citation, to 
the enforcement authority that issued the 
citation proof that the individual held a 
valid commercial driver’s license on the date 
of the citation; 

(F) driving a commercial motor vehicle 
when the individual has not met the mini-
mum testing standards— 

(i) under section 31305(a)(3) for the spe-
cific class of vehicle the individual is oper-
ating; or 

(ii) under section 31305(a)(5) for the type 
of cargo the vehicle is carrying; and 

(G) any other similar violation of a State 
or local law on motor vehicle traffic control 
(except a parking violation) that the Sec-
retary designates by regulation as serious. 

(13) ‘‘State’’ means a State of the United 
States and the District of Columbia. 

(14) ‘‘United States’’ means the States of the 
United States and the District of Columbia. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1014; 
Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4011(a), June 9, 1998, 112 
Stat. 407; Pub. L. 106–159, title II, § 201(a)(3), (c), 
Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1759, 1760.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31301(1) ...... 49 App.:2716(1), (13). Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 99–570, 
§ 12019(1)–(4), (6)–(15), 100 
Stat. 3207–187, 3207–188. 

31301(2) ...... 49 App.:2716(3). 
31301(3) ...... 49 App.:2716(4). 
31301(4) ...... 49 App.:2716(6). 
31301(5) ...... 49 App.:2716(7). 
31301(6) ...... 49 App.:2716(2). 
31301(7) ...... 49 App.:2716(8). 
31301(8) ...... 49 App.:2716(9). 
31301(9) ...... 49 App.:2716(10). 
31301(10) ..... 49 App.:2716(11). 
31301(11) ..... 49 App.:2716(5). Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 99–570, 

§ 12019(5), 100 Stat. 
3207–188; Apr. 2, 1987, Pub. 
L. 100–17, § 133(c)(2), 101 
Stat. 172; Dec. 18, 1991, 
Pub. L. 102–240, § 4010, 105 
Stat. 2156. 

31301(12) ..... 49 App.:2716(12). 
31301(13) ..... 49 App.:2716(14). 
31301(14) ..... 49 App.:2716(15). 

In clause (1), the text of 49 App.:2716(13) is omitted as 

surplus because the complete name of the Secretary of 

Transportation is used the first time the term appears 

in a section. 
In clause (4)(A), the words ‘‘at least 26,001 pounds’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘26,001 or more pounds’’, and the 

word ‘‘prescribes’’ is substituted for ‘‘determines appro-

priate’’, for consistency in the revised title. 
In clause (4)(B), the words ‘‘at least 16 passengers’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘more than 15 passengers’’ for con-

sistency. 
Clause (4)(C)(i) is substituted for ‘‘and which has a 

gross vehicle weight rating of less than 26,001 pounds 

(or such gross vehicle weight rating as determined ap-

propriate by the Secretary under subparagraph (A))’’ to 

eliminate unnecessary words. In subclause (iii), the 

words ‘‘deny the application of this exception’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘waive the application of the preceding 

sentence’’ for clarity and because of the restatement. 
In clause (11), the words ‘‘public streets, roads, or’’ 

are added for consistency in the revised title. 
In clause (12)(C), the words ‘‘involving a fatality’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘arising in connection with a fatal traf-

fic accident’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Par. (12)(C). Pub. L. 106–159, § 201(a)(3), inserted 

‘‘, other than a violation to which section 31310(b)(1)(E) 

or 31310(c)(1)(E) applies’’ after ‘‘a fatality’’. 
Par. (12)(D) to (G). Pub. L. 106–159, § 201(c), added sub-

pars. (D) to (F) and redesignated former subpar. (D) as 

(G). 
1998—Par. (4)(A). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4011(a)(1), inserted 

‘‘or gross vehicle weight’’ after ‘‘rating’’ first two 

places that term appears and ‘‘, whichever is greater,’’ 

after ‘‘26,001 pounds’’. 
Par. (4)(C)(ii). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4011(a)(2), inserted 

‘‘is’’ before ‘‘transporting’’ in two places and before 

‘‘not otherwise regulated’’. 

GRANT PROGRAM FOR COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE 

OPERATORS 

Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4134, Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 

1744, provided that: 
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‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary [of Transpor-

tation] shall establish a grant program for persons to 

train operators of commercial motor vehicles (as de-

fined in section 31301 of title 49, United States Code). 

The purpose of the program shall be to train operators 

and future operators in the safe use of such vehicles. 

‘‘(b) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of the cost 

for which a grant is made under this section shall be 80 

percent. 

‘‘(c) FUNDING.—From amounts made available under 

section 31104(i) of title 49, United States Code, the Sec-

retary shall make available $1,000,000 for each of fiscal 

years 2005 through 2009 to carry out this section.’’ 

CDL TASK FORCE 

Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4135, Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 

1744, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary [of Transportation] 

shall convene a task force to study and address current 

impediments and foreseeable challenges to the com-

mercial driver’s license program’s effectiveness and 

measures needed to realize the full safety potential of 

the commercial driver’s license program, including 

such issues as— 

‘‘(1) State enforcement practices; 

‘‘(2) operational procedures to detect and deter 

fraud; 

‘‘(3) needed improvements for seamless information 

sharing between States; 

‘‘(4) effective methods for accurately sharing elec-

tronic data between States; 

‘‘(5) adequate proof of citizenship; 

‘‘(6) updated technology; and 

‘‘(7) timely notification from judicial bodies con-

cerning traffic and criminal convictions of commer-

cial driver’s license holders. 

‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.—Members of the task force should 

include State motor vehicle administrators, organiza-

tions representing government agencies or officials, 

members of the Judicial Conference, representatives of 

the trucking industry, representatives of labor organi-

zations, safety advocates, and other significant stake-

holders. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date of 

enactment of this Act [Aug. 10, 2005], the Secretary, on 

behalf of the task force, shall complete a report of the 

task forces [sic] findings and recommendations for leg-

islative, regulatory, and enforcement changes to im-

prove the commercial drivers [sic] license program and 

submit such the [sic] report to the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 

the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 

the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(d) FUNDING.—From the funds amounts made avail-

able by section 4101(c)(1) [119 Stat. 1715], $200,000 shall 

be available for each of fiscal years 2006 and 2007 to 

carry out this section.’’ 

EXEMPTIONS FROM REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO 

COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES AND THEIR OPERATORS 

For provisions relating to waiver of requirements of 

this chapter with respect to vehicles used for snow or 

ice removal, see section 229(a)(5) of Pub. L. 106–159, set 

out as a note under section 31136 of this title. 

§ 31302. Commercial driver’s license requirement 

No individual shall operate a commercial 
motor vehicle without a valid commercial driv-
er’s license issued in accordance with section 
31308. An individual operating a commercial 
motor vehicle may have only one driver’s li-
cense at any time and may have only one learn-
er’s permit at any time. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1015; 
Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4011(b)(1), June 9, 1998, 
112 Stat. 407; Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4122(1), 
Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1734.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31302 .......... 49 App.:2701. Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 99–570, 
§ 12002, 100 Stat. 3207–170. 

The words ‘‘Effective July 1, 1987’’ are omitted as exe-

cuted. The words after ‘‘issued a driver’s license’’ are 

omitted as expired. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59 inserted ‘‘and may have only one 

learner’s permit at any time’’ before period at end. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–178 amended section catchline and 

text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-

lows: ‘‘An individual operating a commercial motor ve-

hicle may have only one driver’s license at any time, 

except during the 10-day period beginning on the date 

the individual is issued a driver’s license.’’ 

§ 31303. Notification requirements 

(a) VIOLATIONS.—An individual operating a 
commercial motor vehicle, having a driver’s li-
cense issued by a State, and violating a State or 
local law on motor vehicle traffic control (ex-
cept a parking violation) shall notify the indi-
vidual’s employer of the violation. If the viola-
tion occurred in a State other than the issuing 
State, the individual also shall notify a State of-
ficial designated by the issuing State. The noti-
fications required by this subsection shall be 
made not later than 30 days after the date the 
individual is found to have committed the viola-
tion. 

(b) REVOCATIONS, SUSPENSIONS, AND CANCELLA-
TIONS.—An employee who has a driver’s license 
revoked, suspended, or canceled by a State, who 
loses the right to operate a commercial motor 
vehicle in a State for any period, or who is dis-
qualified from operating a commercial motor 
vehicle for any period, shall notify the employ-
ee’s employer of the action not later than 30 
days after the date of the action. 

(c) PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT.—(1) Subject to 
paragraph (2) of this subsection, an individual 
applying for employment as an operator of a 
commercial motor vehicle shall notify the pro-
spective employer, at the time of the applica-
tion, of any previous employment as an operator 
of a commercial motor vehicle. 

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall pre-
scribe by regulation the period for which notice 
of previous employment must be given under 
paragraph (1) of this subsection. However, the 
period may not be less than the 10-year period 
ending on the date of the application. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1016.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31303 .......... 49 App.:2702. Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 99–570, 
§ 12003, 100 Stat. 3207–171. 

In this section, the words ‘‘Effective July 1, 1987’’ are 

omitted as executed. 

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘operates a commer-

cial motor vehicle and’’ and ‘‘with an employer’’ are 

omitted as surplus. 
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