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TITLE 26—INTERNAL REVENUE CODE

‘‘The Secretary may prescribe the extent, if any, to
which any ruling or regulation, relating to the internal
revenue laws, shall be applied without retroactive effect.’’
1990—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 101–508 substituted heading
for one which read ‘‘Impact of regulations on small
business reviewed’’ and amended text generally. Prior
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘After the publication of any proposed regulation by the Secretary and
before the promulgation of any final regulation by the
Secretary which does not supersede a proposed regulation, the Secretary shall submit such regulation to the
Administrator of the Small Business Administration
for comment on the impact of such regulation on small
business. The Administrator shall have 4 weeks from
the date of submission to respond.’’
1988—Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 100–647 added subsecs.
(e) and (f).
1984—Pub. L. 98–369 added subsec. (d).
1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after
‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT
Section 1101(b) of Pub. L. 104–168 provided that: ‘‘The
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply with respect to regulations which relate to statutory provisions enacted on or after the
date of the enactment of this Act [July 30, 1996].’’
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT
Section 11621(b) of Pub. L. 101–508 provided that: ‘‘The
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply to regulations issued after the date
which is 30 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act [Nov. 5, 1990].’’
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT
Section 6232(b) of Pub. L. 100–647 provided that: ‘‘The
amendments made by this section [amending this section] shall apply to any regulation issued after the date
which is 10 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act [Nov. 10, 1988].’’
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 98–369 applicable to taxable
years ending after July 18, 1984, see section 44 of Pub.
L. 98–369, set out as an Effective Date note under section 1271 of this title.
INTERNET AVAILABILITY
Pub. L. 105–206, title II, § 2003(d), July 22, 1998, 112
Stat. 725, provided that: ‘‘In the case of taxable periods
beginning after December 31, 1998, the Secretary of the
Treasury or the Secretary’s delegate shall establish
procedures for all tax forms, instructions, and publications created in the most recent 5-year period to be
made available electronically on the Internet in a
searchable database at approximately the same time
such records are available to the public in paper form.
In addition, in the case of taxable periods beginning
after December 31, 1998, the Secretary of the Treasury
or the Secretary’s delegate shall, to the extent practicable, establish procedures for other taxpayer guidance to be made available electronically on the Internet in a searchable database at approximately the same
time such guidance is available to the public in paper
form.’’

§ 7806. Construction of title
(a) Cross references
The cross references in this title to other portions of the title, or other provisions of law,
where the word ‘‘see’’ is used, are made only for
convenience, and shall be given no legal effect.
(b) Arrangement and classification
No inference, implication, or presumption of
legislative construction shall be drawn or made

§ 7808

by reason of the location or grouping of any particular section or provision or portion of this
title, nor shall any table of contents, table of
cross references, or similar outline, analysis, or
descriptive matter relating to the contents of
this title be given any legal effect. The preceding sentence also applies to the sidenotes and
ancillary tables contained in the various prints
of this Act before its enactment into law.
(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 917.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
This Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is act Aug. 16,
1954.

§ 7807. Rules in effect upon enactment of this
title
(a) Interim provision for administration of title
Until regulations are promulgated under any
provision of this title which depends for its application upon the promulgation of regulations
(or which is to be applied in such manner as may
be prescribed by regulations) all instructions,
rules or regulations which are in effect immediately prior to the enactment of this title shall,
to the extent such instructions, rules, or regulations could be prescribed as regulations under
authority of such provision, be applied as if promulgated as regulations under such provision.
(b) Provisions of this title corresponding to prior
internal revenue laws
(1) Reference to law applicable to prior period
Any provision of this title which refers to
the application of any portion of this title to
a prior period (or which depends upon the application to a prior period of any portion of
this title) shall, when appropriate and consistent with the purpose of such provision, be
deemed to refer to (or depend upon the application of) the corresponding provision of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1939 or of such other
internal revenue laws as were applicable to
the prior period.
(2) Elections or other acts
If an election or other act under the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code of 1939
would, if this title had not been enacted, be
given effect for a period subsequent to the
date of enactment of this title, and if corresponding provisions are contained in this
title, such election or other act shall be given
effect under the corresponding provisions of
this title.
(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 917.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
The Internal Revenue Code of 1939, referred to in subsec. (b), is act Feb. 10, 1939, ch. 2, 53 Stat. 1, as amended.
Prior to the enactment of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 [formerly I.R.C. 1954], the 1939 Code was classified
to former Title 26, Internal Revenue Code. The Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 was redesignated The Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 by Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986,
100 Stat. 2095. For table of comparisons of the 1939 Code
to the 1986 Code, see Table I preceding section 1 of this
title.

§ 7808. Depositaries for collections
The Secretary is authorized to designate one
or more depositaries in each State for the de-

