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1606, 1636; title 45 sections 701, 791, 912, 1007; title 48 sec-
tions 14244, 1614, 1821; title 49 section 14301.
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CHAPTER 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Definitions.

Rules of construction.

Applicability of chapters.

Adjustment of dollar amounts.

Power of court.

Waiver of sovereign immunity.

Public access to papers.

Extension of time.

Who may be a debtor.

Penalty for persons who negligently or fraud-
ulently prepare bankruptcy petitions.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-394, title III, §308(b), Oct. 22, 1994, 108
Stat. 4137, added item 110.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in section 103 of this title;
title 15 section T78fff.

§101. Definitions
In this title—

(1) “‘accountant’” means accountant author-

TITLE 11—BANKRUPTCY

ized under applicable law to practice public ac-
counting, and includes professional accounting
association, corporation, or partnership, if so

authorized;

(2) ““affiliate’” means—

(A) entity that directly or indirectly owns,
controls, or holds with power to vote, 20 per-
cent or more of the outstanding voting secu-
rities of the debtor, other than an entity
that holds such securities—

(i) in a fiduciary or agency capacity
without sole discretionary power to vote
such securities; or

(ii) solely to secure a debt, if such entity
has not in fact exercised such power to
vote;

(B) corporation 20 percent or more of
whose outstanding voting securities are di-
rectly or indirectly owned, controlled, or
held with power to vote, by the debtor, or by
an entity that directly or indirectly owns,
controls, or holds with power to vote, 20 per-
cent or more of the outstanding voting secu-
rities of the debtor, other than an entity
that holds such securities—

(i) in a fiduciary or agency capacity
without sole discretionary power to vote
such securities; or

(ii) solely to secure a debt, if such entity
has not in fact exercised such power to
vote;

(C) person whose business is operated
under a lease or operating agreement by a
debtor, or person substantially all of whose
property is operated under an operating
agreement with the debtor; or

(D) entity that operates the business or
substantially all of the property of the debt-
or under a lease or operating agreement;

(4)! “attorney’” means attorney, professional

law association, corporation, or partnership,

180 in original. There is no par. (3).

§101

authorized under applicable law to practice
law;
(5) “‘claim’ means—

(A) right to payment, whether or not such
right is reduced to judgment, liquidated, un-
liquidated, fixed, contingent, matured, un-
matured, disputed, undisputed, legal, equi-
table, secured, or unsecured; or

(6) ‘‘commodity broker’” means futures com-
mission merchant, foreign futures commission
merchant, clearing organization, leverage
transaction merchant, or commodity options
dealer, as defined in section 761 of this title,
with respect to which there is a customer, as
defined in section 761 of this title;

(7) “community claim’” means claim that
arose before the commencement of the case
concerning the debtor for which property of
the kind specified in section 541(a)(2) of this
title is liable, whether or not there is any such
property at the time of the commencement of
the case;

(8) ‘“‘consumer debt’’ means debt incurred by
an individual primarily for a personal, family,
or household purpose;

(9) ““corporation”—

(A) includes—

(i) association having a power or privi-
lege that a private corporation, but not an
individual or a partnership, possesses;

(ii) partnership association organized
under a law that makes only the capital
subscribed responsible for the debts of
such association;

(iii) joint-stock company;

(iv) unincorporated company or associa-
tion; or

(v) business trust; but
(B) does not include limited partnership;

(10) ‘“‘creditor’” means—

(A) entity that has a claim against the
debtor that arose at the time of or before the
order for relief concerning the debtor;

(B) entity that has a claim against the es-
tate of a kind specified in section 348(d),
502(f), 502(g), 502(h) or 502(i) of this title; or

(C) entity that has a community claim;

(11) ‘“‘custodian’ means—

(A) receiver or trustee of any of the prop-
erty of the debtor, appointed in a case or
proceeding not under this title;

(B) assignee under a general assignment
for the benefit of the debtor’s creditors; or

(C) trustee, receiver, or agent under appli-
cable law, or under a contract, that is ap-
pointed or authorized to take charge of prop-
erty of the debtor for the purpose of enforc-
ing a lien against such property, or for the
purpose of general administration of such
property for the benefit of the debtor’s credi-
tors;

(12) ‘‘debt’” means liability on a claim;

(12A) ‘‘debt for child support” means a debt
of a kind specified in section 523(a)(5) of this
title for maintenance or support of a child of
the debtor;

(13) ‘‘debtor’” means person or municipality
concerning which a case under this title has
been commenced;
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