TITLE 17—COPYRIGHTS

§ 121

that, on Dec. 1, 1990, is unconstructed and embodied in
unpublished plans or drawings, except that protection
for such architectural work under this title terminates
on Dec. 31, 2002, unless the work is constructed by that
date, see section 706 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 Amendment note under section 101
of this title.
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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 106 of this title;
title 18 section 2319.

§ 121. Limitations on exclusive rights: reproduction for blind or other people with disabilities
(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
106 and 710, it is not an infringement of copyright for an authorized entity to reproduce or to
distribute copies or phonorecords of a previously
published, nondramatic literary work if such
copies or phonorecords are reproduced or distributed in specialized formats exclusively for
use by blind or other persons with disabilities.
(b)(1) Copies or phonorecords to which this
section applies shall—
(A) not be reproduced or distributed in a format other than a specialized format exclusively for use by blind or other persons with
disabilities;
(B) bear a notice that any further reproduction or distribution in a format other than a
specialized format is an infringement; and
(C) include a copyright notice identifying
the copyright owner and the date of the original publication.
(2) The provisions of this subsection shall not
apply to standardized, secure, or norm-referenced tests and related testing material, or to
computer programs, except the portions thereof
that are in conventional human language (including descriptions of pictorial works) and displayed to users in the ordinary course of using
the computer programs.
(c) For purposes of this section, the term—
(1) ‘‘authorized entity’’ means a nonprofit
organization or a governmental agency that
has a primary mission to provide specialized
services relating to training, education, or
adaptive reading or information access needs
of blind or other persons with disabilities;
(2) ‘‘blind or other persons with disabilities’’
means individuals who are eligible or who may
qualify in accordance with the Act entitled
‘‘An Act to provide books for the adult blind’’,
approved March 3, 1931 (2 U.S.C. 135a; 46 Stat.
1487) to receive books and other publications
produced in specialized formats; and
(3) ‘‘specialized formats’’ means braille,
audio, or digital text which is exclusively for
use by blind or other persons with disabilities.
(Added Pub. L. 104–197, title III, § 316(a), Sept. 16,
1996, 110 Stat. 2416.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
The Act approved March 3, 1931, referred to in subsec.
(c)(2), is act Mar. 3, 1931, ch. 400, 46 Stat. 1487, as amended, which is classified generally to sections 135a and
135b of Title 2, The Congress. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables.
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Ownership of copyright.
Ownership of copyright as distinct from ownership of material object.
Termination of transfers and licenses granted
by the author.
Execution of transfers of copyright ownership.
Recordation of transfers and other documents.
CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in section 912 of this title.

§ 201. Ownership of copyright
(a) INITIAL OWNERSHIP.—Copyright in a work
protected under this title vests initially in the
author or authors of the work. The authors of a
joint work are coowners of copyright in the
work.
(b) WORKS MADE FOR HIRE.—In the case of a
work made for hire, the employer or other person for whom the work was prepared is considered the author for purposes of this title, and,
unless the parties have expressly agreed otherwise in a written instrument signed by them,
owns all of the rights comprised in the copyright.
(c) CONTRIBUTIONS TO COLLECTIVE WORKS.—
Copyright in each separate contribution to a
collective work is distinct from copyright in the
collective work as a whole, and vests initially in
the author of the contribution. In the absence of
an express transfer of the copyright or of any
rights under it, the owner of copyright in the
collective work is presumed to have acquired
only the privilege of reproducing and distributing the contribution as part of that particular
collective work, any revision of that collective
work, and any later collective work in the same
series.
(d) TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP.—
(1) The ownership of a copyright may be
transferred in whole or in part by any means
of conveyance or by operation of law, and may
be bequeathed by will or pass as personal property by the applicable laws of intestate succession.
(2) Any of the exclusive rights comprised in
a copyright, including any subdivision of any
of the rights specified by section 106, may be
transferred as provided by clause (1) and
owned separately. The owner of any particular
exclusive right is entitled, to the extent of
that right, to all of the protection and remedies accorded to the copyright owner by this
title.
(e) INVOLUNTARY TRANSFER.—When an individual author’s ownership of a copyright, or of any
of the exclusive rights under a copyright, has
not previously been transferred voluntarily by
that individual author, no action by any governmental body or other official or organization
purporting to seize, expropriate, transfer, or exercise rights of ownership with respect to the
copyright, or any of the exclusive rights under a
copyright, shall be given effect under this title,
except as provided under title 11.

