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Public Law 90-524 
September26, 1968 A N A C T 

[H. R. 8953] rf,(̂  amend the Act of November 21, 1941 (55 Stat. 773), providing for the altera­
tion, reconstruction, or relocation of certain highway and railroad bridges by 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
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Be it enaMed by the Senate and Houne of Representatives of the 
Vn'ited States of Atnerica In Congress assembled. That the Act of 
November 21, 1941 (55 Stat, 773), be and is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

"That (a) whenever, as the result of the construction of any dam, 
reservoir, or other improvement under the provisions of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority Act, or amendments thereto, including any improve­
ment of the navigable channel to accommodate the growth of naviga­
tion or changes in navigation requirements within the reservoir created 
by any dam in the custody of the Tennessee Valley Authority, any 
bridge, trestle, or other highway or railroad structure located over, 
npon, or across the Tennessee River or any of its navigable tributaries, 
including approaches, fenders, and appurtenances thereto, is endan­

gered or otherwise adversely affected and damaged, including any inter­
ference with or impairment of its use, or, in the judgment of the Board 
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority, needs to be raised, 
widened, or otherwise altered to provide the navigation clearances 
required for completion of the navigable channel to be provided by 
such improvement, to the extent that protection, alteration, reconstruc­
tion, relocation, or replacement is necessary or proper to preserve its 
safety or utility or to meet the requirements of navigation or flood 
control, or both, the owner or owners of such bridge, trestle, or struc­
ture shall be compensated by the Tennessee Valley Authority in the 
sum of the reasonable actual cost of such protection, alteration, recon­
struction, relocation, or replacement: Provided, That in arriving at the 
amount of such comj^ensation the bridge owner shall be charged with a 
sum which shall equal the net value to the owner of any direct and 
special benefits accruing to the owner from any improvement or addi­
tion or betterment of the altered, reconstructed, relocated, or replaced 
bridge, trestle, or structure. The Tennessee Valley Authority is 
empowered to contract with such owmer with respect to any such pro­
tection, alteration, reconstruction, relocation, or replacement, the pay­
ment of the cost thereof and its proper division, which contract may 
provide either for money compensation or for the performance of all 
or any part of the work by the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

"(b) In the event of a failure to agree upon the terms and conditions 
of any such contract, or upon any default in the performance of any 
contract entered into pursuant to this Act, the bridge owner or the 
Tennessee Valley Authority shall have the right to bring suit to en­
force its rights or for a declaration of its rights under this Act, or 
under any such contract, in the district court of the United States for 
the district in which the property in question is located. In any such 
proceeding the court sihall apportion the total cost of the work between 
the Tennessee Valley Authority and the owner in accord with the pro­
visions contained in this section. The Tennessee Valley Authority's 
share of the cost of any such protection, alteration, reconstruction, relo­
cation, or replacement, under any contract made or judgment, award, 
or decree rendered under the provisions of this section may be paid 
out of any funds available for carrying out the provisions of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority Act, as amended, and appropriations for 
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that purpose are hereby authorized: Provided^ That, prior to such secretary of 
alteration, reconstruction, or relocation of said bridges, the location Ipp"ovaf ^"°" 
and plans shall be submitted to and approved by the Secretary of 
Transportation in accordance with existing laws." 

Approved September 26, 1968. 

Public Law 90-525 
AN ACT 

To amend section 2733 of title 10 of the United States Code, to include authority 
for the settlement of claims incident to the noncombat activity of the Coast 
Guard while it is operating as a service in the Department of Transportation, 
to grant equivalent claims settlement authority to the Secretary of Defense, 
to increase the authority which may be delegated to an officer under sub­
section (g) of section 2733 of title 10 and subsection (f) of section 715 of 
title 32, from $1,000 to $2,500, and for other purposes. 

September 26, 1968 
- [ H . R . 206] 

Be it emicted hy the Senate and House of Refresentatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That subsection (a) 
of section 2733 of title 10 of the United States Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 

"(a) Under such regulations as the Secretary concerned may pre­
scribe, he, or, subject to appeal to him, the Judge Advocate General of 
an armed force under his jurisdiction, or the chief legal officer of the 
Coast Guard, as appropriate, if designated by him, may settle and pay 
in an amount not more than $5,000, a claim against the United States 
for— 

"(1) damage to or loss of real property, including damage or 
loss incident to use and occupancy; 

"(2) damage to or loss of personal property, including prop­
erty bailed to the United States and including registered or insured 
mail damaged, lost, or destroyed by a criminal act while in the 
possession of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast 
Guard, as the case may be; or 

"(3) personal injury or death; 
either caused by a civilian officer or employee of that department, or 
the Coast Guard, or a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps, or Coast Guard, as the case may be, acting within the scope of 
his employment, or otherwise incident to noncombat activities of that 
department, or the Coast Guard." 

SEC. 2. Section 645 of title 14 of the United States Code is repealed 
two years after the effective date of this Act. 

SEC. 3. Subsection (g) of section 2733 of title 10, United States Code, 
is amended to read as follows: 

" (g) In any case where the amount to be paid is not more than $2,500, 
the authority contained in subsection (a) may be delegated to any 
officer of an armed force under the jurisdiction of the department 
concerned, subject to appeal to the Secretary concerned, or his designee 
for that purpose." 

SEC. 4. Section 2733 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by 
the addition of a new subsection (h) as follows: 

" (h ) Under such regulations as the Secretary of Defense may 
prescribe, he or his designee has the same authority as the Secretary 
of a military department under this section with respect to the settle­
ment of claims based on damage, loss, personal injury, or death caused 
by a civilian officer or employee of the Department of Defense acting 
within the scope of his employment or otherwise incident to noncombat 
activities of that department." 
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