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August 1,1953 
[H. Con. R e s . 108] 

Freedom f r o m 
F e d e r a l supervi­
sion. 

R e p o r t to Con­
gress . 

INDIANS 
Whereas it is the policy of Congress, as rapidly as possible, to make 

the Indians within the territorial limits of the United States subject 
to the same laws and entitled to the same privileges and responsi­
bilities as are applicable to other citizens of the United States, to 
end their status as wards of the United States, and to grant them 
all of the rights and prerogatives pertaining to American citizen­
ship ; and 

Whereas the Indians within the territorial limits of the United States 
should assume their full responsibilities as American citizens: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved hy the House vf Representatives {the Senate concurring), 
That it is declared to be the sense of Congress that, at the earliest 
possible time, all of the Indian tribes and the individual members 
thereof located within the States of California, Florida, New York, 
and Texas, and all of the following named Indian tribes and individual 
members thereof, should be freed from Federal supervision and control 
and from all disabilities and limitations specially applicable to 
Indians: The Flathead Tribe of Montana, the Klamath Tribe of 
Oregon, the Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin, the Potowatamie Tribe 
of Kansas and Nebraska, and those members of the Chippewa Tribe 
who are on the Turtle Mountain Reservation, North Dakota. I t is 
further declared to be the sense of Congress that, upon the release 
of such tribes and individual members thereof from such disabilities 
and limitations, all offices of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the States 
of California, Florida, New York, and Texas and all other offices 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs whose primary purpose was to serve 
any Indian tribe or individual Indian freed from Federal super­
vision should be abolished. I t is further declared to be the sense of 
Congress that the Secretary of the Interior should examine all exist­
ing legislation dealing with such Indians, and treaties between the 
Government of the United States and each such tribe, and report 
to Congress at the earliest practicable date, but not later than 
January 1, 1954, his recommendations for such legislation as, in his 
judgment, may be necessary to accomplish the purposes of this 
resolution. 

Passed August 1, 1953. 

Aiigust 3 , 1953 
[S. Con. R e s . 361 

5 9 Stat. 1031. 

1 Stat. 1. 

EAST GERMANY: FRIENDSHIP AND SYMPATHY 
OF AMERICAN PEOPLE 

Whereas the brutal suppression by the Soviet Communist regime 
through the use of armed force and police terror of workers seeking 
the rights of free assembly and other rights assured to all in the 
free world; the persecutions of members of all religious faiths; 
the continuing servitude enforced upon the captive peoples; the 
systematic repression of all non-Communist political elements in 
the Soviet-dominated countries and most recently the acts against 
the people of Soviet-dominated countries, deserves strongest con­
demnation; and constitute (a) suppression of individual and human 
rights, and (b) persecution on account of race and religion; (c) 
violate the declarations in the Preamble to the Charter of the 
United Nations; and (d) violate the basic principles set forth in 
the American Declaration of Independence of 1776: "* * * that 
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
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with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Govern­
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed,—That whenever any Form of Govern­
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness. * * * But when a long train of abuses and usurpa­
tions, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their 
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards 
for their future security."; and 

Whereas the people of East Berlin, East Germany, Poland, Czecho­
slovakia, Rumania, Hungary and other Communist-dominated 
countries have so courageously demonstrated their strong devotion 
to these principles of freedom and justice by their heroic resistance 
to the Soviet-controlled East German regime and mindful that the 
United States secured its freedom by popular revolt against 
tyranny; and 

Whereas the Soviet regime being unable to win the allegiance of the 
people under its rule, knows no other method of achieving the com­
pliance of the people to their dictatorship than by force of arms, 
terror, murder, imprisonment, reprisals and mass deportation; and 

Whereas the cause of freedom cannot be contained and will eventually 
t r iumph: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Congress commends and encourages the valiant _ Expressions of 

struggle of these captive peoples for freedom. 
SEC. 2. I t is further the sense of the Congress that the United 

States express in the United Nations and in every other way open 
to it the indignation of its people against these suppressions of 
workers and religious persecutions in the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the Communist satellites, its sympathy with the tragic 
victims of these suppressions and religious persecutions, and its deter­
mination that international law and individual and human rights be 
observed in the world. 

SEC. 3. That the Congress of the United States in behalf of the 
American people hereby expresses the firm conviction that the people 
of East Germany are entitled to their basic, inalienable God-given 
rights and freedoms for which they are now struggling. 

SEC. 4. That the Congress of the United States further expresses 
the firm conviction of the American people that the people of Ger­
many, now presently divided, have the right to be a unified nation 
governed by their own consent by the free expression of popular 
will in free elections. 

SEC. 5. That the Congress of the United States further expresses 
in behalf of the American people its friendship and sympathy with 
the people of East Germany, particularly those who have suffered 
at the hands of the Communists because of their patriotic defiance of 
Communist tyranny and denounces the action of the Communist 
regime in killing, imprisoning, and deporting those who have openly 
demonstrated their love of liberty and justice, and asserts that their 
heroic sacrifice and suffering will aid the cause of freedom in all the 
Communist enslaved nations and will inspire freedom loving people 
everywhere. 

Agreed to August 3, 1953. 

Congress. 
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