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Agreement between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics respecting the return to the United States of ice-
breakers and frigates received by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
under the Lend-Lease Act. Signed at Washington September 27,1949; 
entered into force September 27, 1949.

Agreement on Dates and Procedures for Return of Three Icebreakers and 
Twenty-Seven Frigates of the United States Navy Received by the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Under the Lend-Lease Act.

1. The return to United States representatives of the vessels will 
be accomplished by the Soviet Government using its own crews not 
later than December 1,1949.

2. The vessels will be returned and transferred to United States 
representatives, the frigates at the port of Yokosuka, Japan and the 
icebreakers at the port of Bremerhaven, Germany as follows:

The Frigates in three groups of nine vessels each by 
November 15, 1949.
The Icebreaker North Wind in October; the Ice-
breakers South Wind and West Wind in November.

3. The vessels will be returned with their equipment, spare parts 
and ammunition, with the exception of that which has been consumed, 
destroyed or lost during the period of the war.

4. The actual transfer of the vessels will be effected by exchange of 
a deed of delivery and receipt for each vessel, (exhibit A attached 
hereto) executed in duplicate both in the English and Russian lan-
guages by the Soviet Officer delivering the vessel and by the receiving 
United States Officer, one copy of the deed in each language to be 
retained by each country.

5. Should the Soviet Government so desire, the Government of 
the United States will arrange for or provide the Soviet crews with 
hotel or barrack accommodations and victuals, consistent with their 
rank or rate for the period between disembarking the vessel and de-
parting the port of delivery. Arrangements for the foregoing, in-
cluding visits ashore, and for other facilities desired for sojourn of 
the Soviet crews will be coordinated by the Senior United States Naval 
Commander at the appropriate port (or his representative) upon re-
ceipt of written request from the Senior Soviet Officer present. Pay-
ment for such accommodations and victuals will be made by the Soviet 
Government prior to the departure of the crews.

6. The Soviet Government will make the necessary arrangements 
for and bear the expense of the return of its crews to the Soviet Union.

7. The Senior Officer of a group of vessels returning in company 
or the Commanding Officer of a vessel returning singly will make ap-
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plication on international frequencies to the Senior United States 
Naval Commander at the appropriate port, not less than twenty-four 
hours prior to the estimated time of arrival, for definite instructions 
as to pilotage, anchorage, etc.

8. The following normal procedure will constitute delivery of the 
ships:

(a) Vessels will proceed to designated berths, secure all but 
auxiliary machinery (machinery required for normal operation of 
the vessel while in port), and maintain watch on such machinery 
until relieved by United States personnel.

(b) The Soviet crew will remove personal effects and Soviet 
property. Boating assistance will be provided by the United States 
if required.

(c) United States crews will begin the reception of each vessel 
upon its arrival at berth, it being understood that the transfer of 
each vessel will be completed within three days after the arrival of the 
vessel at the port of transfer.

(d) The Soviet crew will parade and haul down the Soviet flag 
with appropriate ceremony.

(e) The deed of delivery and receipt of the vessel, equipment 
and stores including a statement of abandonment by the Soviet Gov-
ernment of any Soviet property left on board will be executed by the 
receiving United States Officer and the Soviet Officer delivering the 
vessel.

(f) The Soviet crew will depart the ship and the remainder of 
the United States custodial crew will come aboard.

(g) The United States flag will be hoisted.
9. No gun salutes will be fired or returned.
10. The transfers will be made in the simplest and most expeditious 

manner and with a minimum of ceremony.
11. A representative of the Senior United States Naval Commander 

at the appropriate port will call upon the Senior Soviet Officer upon 
arrival; otherwise all official calls will be considered as having been 
made and returned.

The present agreement is executed in the Russian and English 
languages and both texts are equally authentic.

Washi ngton
September 27,19Ji9

For the Government of the United States of America:
Will ard  L Thorp

For the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics:
A. Panyus hkin
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EXHIBIT A

DEED
OF DELIVERY AND RECEIPT

We, the undersigned authorized representatives of the Ministry of 
the Armed Forces of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, party 
of the first part, and of the Navy Department of the United States of 
America, party of the second part, respectively, hereby execute this 
deed to evidence the fact that the party of the first part has returned 
and the party of the second part has received and accepted on behalf of 
the Government of the United States of America the United States

complete with all machinery, equipment, and stores then on board, all 
right, title and interest in such machinery, equipment and stores being 
hereby expressly abandoned by the Government of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics.

This transfer has been accomplished this -----------------------------
day of_____________________  1949 at______________________

The present deed is executed in the Russian and English languages 
and both texts are authentic.

Authorized Representative of the 
Ministry of the Armed Forces of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics.

Authorized Representative of the 
Navy Department of the United 
States of America.
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COP-AIKEHME 0 CPOKAX M HOPfiAKE B03BPAEEHMH 
TPEX ^EAOKOJOB n ABA4UATM CEMM 4‘PErATOB 
BOEHHO-MOPCKOrO WTA COWHEHHHX IHTATOB, 
nO^yTEHHUX COKX3OM COBETCKKX COUWIMCTJWEC- 

KMX PECnVBJIKK IIO JIEIW-JlMBy.
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1 Willard L Thorp.
3 A ..Panyushkin.

81939—52—PT. hi -------33
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