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and becoming due on the respective days specified for making payment 
in the aforesaid certificate of the register; and the sum of three hun-
dred and twenty dollars, paid on account of the purchase money of the 
said north-west quarter, and which became forfeited by non-payment of 
part of the purchase money, shall, by the register and receiver of pub-
lic moneys for the said district, be placed to the credit of the said James 
Crawford, and be considered as part of the purchase money for the said 
north-west quarter section; and the said James Crawford, his heirs, or 
assigns, shall be entitled to a patent for the land contained in the west 
half of the aforesaid section, on his completing the payment of the pur-
chase money, according to the provisions of this act.

Approve d , March 9, 1814.

Chap .—XXIV.—An Act to incorporate a Fire Insurance Company in the Town 
of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia.

Be it enacted, &c., That those who shall become subscribers to the 
company, their successors and assigns, shall be, and are hereby created, 
a body politic, by the name and style of the “ Fire Insurance Compa-
ny of Alexandria;” and shall by that name have succession, and shall 
be able to sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, in all courts of 
law in the United States.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That a subscription be opened 
in the town of Alexandria, under the direction of James B. Nicholls, 
Cuthbert Powell, Jonah Thompson, Thomas Vowell, and James H. 
Hooe, George Taylor, John M’Kinney, Philip Triplett, Craven T. 
Peyton, and Nathaniel Wattles, or a majority of them, for raising a 
capital stock of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in shares of 
twenty-five dollars each; and that each person, upon subscribing, pay 
to the persons above-mentioned five dollars upon each share so sub-
scribed for ; and that the remainder of the said twenty-five dollars shall 
be secured by negotiable notes, signed and indorsed to the satisfaction 
of the aforesaid James B. Nicholls, Cuthbert Powell, Jonah Thompson, 
Thomas Vowell, and James H. Hooe, George Taylor, John M’Kinney, 
Philip Triplett, Craven T. Peyton, and Nathaniel Wattles, or a major-
ity of them ; and payment thereof may be thereafter demanded at such 
times, and in such proportions, as the president and directors hereafter 
mentioned shall judge advisable, giving six weeks’ notice in at least 
three of the gazettes printed in the district of Columbia.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That every subscriber shall be 
entitled to vote by himself, his agent, or proxy, appointed under his 
hand and seal, attested by two witnesses, at all elections made by vir-
tue of this act, and shall have as many votes as he holds shares, as far 
as ten shares; one vote for every five shares which he may hold over 
ten shares, as far as fifty other shares; and one vote for every thirty 
shares which he may hold over sixty shares. And every stockholder 
(not in debt to the company) may at pleasure, in person, or by power 
of attorney, assign and transfer his stock in the company, on the books 
of the same, or any part thereof not being less than a whole share ; but 
no stockholder indebted to the company shall be permitted to make a 
transfer, or receive a dividend, until such debt is paid, or secured to 
the satisfaction of the president and directors.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That as soon as five thousand 
shares shall be subscribed, the persons hereby authorized to receive 
subscriptions shall call a meeting of the subscribers, giving two weeks’ 
notice in three of the papers printed within the district; and the sub-
scribers who shall assemble in person, or by proxy, shall choose by 
ballot, from among the stockholders, by a majority of votes, twelve 
directors, who shall continue in office until the first Monday in No-
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vember, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, on which 
Monday in November in every succeeding year thereafter, an election 
shall be held for twelve directors as aforesaid, who shall continue in 
office for one year from the time of their election, and until others be 
chosen in their stead. And the said directors, at their first meeting, 
shall choose amongst themselves, or the stockholders at large, a presi-
dent, and allow him a reasonable compensation for his services; and 
in case of death, removal, resignation, or other disqualification of the 
president, or any of the directors, the remaining directors may elect 
others to supply their place during the remainder of the term for which 
they were chosen; and in every case where one of the directors shall 
be chosen president, the vacancy shall be supplied as in the case of 
death, removal, or resignation. That the persons hereby authorized 
to receive subscriptions, or any three of them, be a committee to su-
perintend the first election of directors, and a committee of five stock-
holders, not being directors, be appointed by the directors to superin-
tend every succeeding election.

Sec . 5. And be it f urther enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have authority to ordain and make such by-laws, ordinances, and 
regulations, as shall appear necessary for regulating and conducting 
the concerns of the company, not being contrary to this act, or the 
laws and constitution of the United States. And the funds of the com-
pany, as they shall arise, may be vested in the stock of any of the banks 
in the United States, such personal property or ground-rents as the 
president and directors shall judge most advantageous: Provided al-
ways, and be it enacted, That the funds and property of this company, 
of whatever description, are declared to be liable to attachment and 
execution for debt, in like manner as personal property.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That the members of the com-
pany shall not be liable for any loss, damage, or responsibility, other 
than the property they have in the capital and funds of the company, 
to the amount of the shares respectively held by them, and any profits 
arising therefrom not divided : Provided, That the said corporation 
shall, from time to time, apply all sums of money received by them for 
premiums to the payment of losses in the first instance, and to make 
up the amount of their original capital whenever it shall have suffered 
any diminution by losses, and that dividends shall be made of the net 
profits arising on the capital stock, at such periods as the president and 
directors may judge proper, not oftener than once in six months; and 
the same shall be paid to the stockholders, or their legal representa-
tives; but if a dividend shall be at any time declared of a greater 
amount than the net proceeds of the said company at the time of mak-
ing the same, each and every director that consented thereto shall, and 
is hereby declared to be liable for, in his individual capacity, and bound 
to contribute to make good the deficiency in the capital stock occa-
sioned by such improper dividend.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors 
shall have the disposal, direction and management of those shares 
which may not be disposed of at the formation of the company, and 
power also to provide, by purchase or otherwise, a suitable place for 
an office; to make all rules and regulations for conducting the busi-
ness of insurance and the concerns of the company, not provided for 
by this act; to appoint a secretary and such other officers as they may 
find necessary, and to make such compensation for their services as 
they may deem proper. That they shall have full power and authority 
to make insurances against fire, on any and every description of prop-
erty : all policies of insurance and other contracts made by said com-
pany, signed by the president, and countersigned by the secretary, 
shall be obligatory on said company, and have the same effect as if 
the said policies and contracts had been attested by a corporate seal.
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Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That all losses arising on any 
insurance, shall be adjusted by the president and directors agreeably 
to the terms of the policy, and paid out of the joint funds and property 
of the company. That the president and directors shall make a full 
and fair statement of the affairs of the company every six months, and 
a dividend of the profits.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That in case any action shall be 
prosecuted on any insurance made by virtue of this act, it shall be 
deemed sufficient service of such process to leave a copy thereof with 
the president or secretary for the time being; and all recoveries had, 
in any such action or actions, shall be conclusive on the company, so 
far as to render the stock and property of the company liable, and no 
further.

Sec . 10. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be and con-
tinue in force for and during the term of twenty years from and after 
the passing thereof, and until the end of the next session of Congress.

Appr ove d , March 9, 1814.
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Chap . XXX.—An Act for the relief of Isaac Clason.

Be it enacted, &c., That there be paid to Isaac Clason, of the city 
of New York, out of any unappropriated money in the treasury of the 
United States, the sum of eighteen thousand nine hundred sixty-three 
dollars sixty-eight cents, in full of the sum of money which has been 
paid into the treasury by the said Isaac Clason, for duties on a cargo of 
sugar imported by him into New York, in August, one thousand eight 
hundred and five, from Havanna; which sugar he exported to Amster-
dam in the ship Ambition, in the month of September then next follow-
ing : Provided, That prior to the payment of the above mentioned sum 
of money to the said Isaac Clason, satisfactory proof be exhibited to 
the comptroller of the treasury, that the said cargo of sugar was landed 
in some foreign port or place.

Appro ved , March 24, 1814.

Chap . XXXIII. — An Act supplementary to an act entitled “ Jin act for the relief 
of Thomas Wilson.”

Be it enacted, &c., That nothing in the act to which this [is] a sup-
plement shall be so construed as to prevent the accounting officers of 
the treasury department from inspecting and revising the account of 
Thomas Wilson as settled by the accountant of the department of war.

Approv ed , March 28, 1814.

Chap . XXXIV.—An Act for the relief of Mary Philip Le Due.

Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of six hundred dollars be paid out 
of any moneys in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to Mary 
Philip Le Due, as an additional allowance for his services as translator 
to the board of land commissioners at St. Louis, and as a full compen-
sation therefor.

Appro ved , March 28, 1814.
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Chap . XXXV. — An Act for the relief of Joshua Sands, late collector of the cus-
toms for the port of New York.

Be it enacted, &c., That the accounting officers of the treasury de-
partment be, and they are hereby required, in liquidating and settling 
the accounts of Joshua Sands, late collector of the customs for the port 
of New York, to allow him credit for the sum of twenty-nine thousand 
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