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[CHAPTER 742]
AN ACT

To further amend section 13a of the National Defense Act so as to authorize 
officers detailed for training and duty as aircraft observers to be so rated, and 
for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled,

Sec . 1. The fourth and fifth provisos of section 13a of the National 
Defense Act as amended by section 2 of the Act of July 2,1926 (44 Stat. 
781), and the sixth proviso of said Act as amended by section 2 of the 
Act of July 2,1926 (44 Stat. 781), and section 3 of the Act of June 16, 
1936 (49 Stat. 1524), including the two provisos added by the Act 
last-mentioned, are further amended to read as follows: “Provided 
further, That in order to insure that the commissioned officers of the 
Air Corps shall be properly qualified flying officers and, for the purpose 
of giving officers of the Army an opportunity so to qualify, the Secre-
tary of War is hereby authorized to detail officers to the Air Corps 
for training as flying officers, and such officers shall start flying train-
ing immediately upon being so detailed: Provided further, That noth-
ing in this Act shall be construed to limit the number of officers who 
may be detailed to the Air Corps for training as flying officers: Pro-
vided further, That the limitation on the number of officers of the sev-
eral branches of the Army who may be required by competent authority 
to participate regularly and frequently in aerial flights imposed by 
section 20 of the Act of June 10, 1922 (42 Stat. 632), as amended by 
section 6 of the Act of July 2, 1926 (44 Stat. 782), shall not apply to 
officers of the several branches of the Army detailed to the Air Corps 
for training and duty as aircraft observers or as other members of 
combat crews: Provided further, That flying units shall in all cases 
be commanded by flying officers who have received aeronautical ratings 
as pilots of service types of aircraft and who are commissioned in the 
Air Corps, or qualified permanent general officers of the line who have 
received aeronautical ratings as pilots of service types of aircraft: 
Provided further, That a flying officer is defined as one who has received 
an aeronautical rating as a pilot of service types of aircraft or one who 
has received an aeronautical rating as an aircraft observer or as any 
other member of a combat crew under such regulations as the Secre-
tary of War may prescribe.”

Sec . 2. Such laws and parts of laws as may be inconsistent with the 
foregoing are hereby repealed.

Approved, October 4, 1940.
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[CHAPTER 743]
AN ACT

To provide for the burial and funeral expenses of deceased veterans of the Regular 
Establishment who were discharged for disability incurred in the service in line 
of duty, or in receipt of pension for service connected disability.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the first sen-
tence of paragraph II of Veterans Regulations Numbered 9 (a), as 
amended, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“II. Where an honorably discharged veteran of any war, a veteran 
of any war in receipt of pension or compensation, a veteran discharged 
from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard for disability 
incurred in line of duty, or a veteran of the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, or Coast Guard in receipt of pension for service connected
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