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Secretary of Commerce: (1) name of vessel, official number, voyage 
number, port, date, description of voyage, name in full of each sea-
man, number of continuous discharge book or certificate of identifica-
tion and of license, certificate of registry, or service, and efficiency 
for rating in which employed, age, citizenship, capacity in ivhicli 
engaged, date and place of engagement, date and place of dis-
charge or separation from service of vessel, the percentage of citizens 
of the United States in the crew, and name in full of the master and 
the serial number of his license; (2) a statement showing (a) that the 
master has entered into an agreement with each seaman on board such 
vessel as required by law; (b) that at least 65 per centum of the deck 
crew (exclusive of licensed officers) are of a rating not less than able 
seamen; (c) that at least 75 per centum of the crew in each depart-
ment are able to understand orders given by the officers; (d) that the 
vessel has in her service the number of lifeboatmen required by her 
certificate of inspection; (e) that each member of the crew possesses 
a license, certificate of registry, or certificate of service for the rating 
in which he is engaged, and (f) that each lifeboatman possesses a 
certificate of efficiency. The Secretary of Commerce shall, by regula-
tion, prescribe the form and content of such reports and time of sub-
mitting them. This subsection shall not apply to any ferry or any 
tug used in connection with a ferry operation, if such ferry or tug 
is employed exclusively in trade on the Great Lakes, lakes (other than 
the Great Lakes), bays, sounds, bayous, canals, and harbors, and is not 
engaged on an international voyage. Any master who shall violate 
any provision of this subsection or regulations established hereunder 
shall be subject to a penalty of $500.”

Sec . 2. The President is hereby authorized, whenever in his judg-
ment the national interest requires, to extend the provisions of sub-
section (1) of section 4551, Revised Statutes, as amended, to such 
additional class or classes of vessels and to such waters as he may 
designate.

Approved, October 17, 1940.
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[CHAPTER 897]
AN ACT

To require the registration of certain organizations carrying on activities within 
the United States, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the pur-
poses of this Act—

(a) The term “Attorney General” means the Attorney General of 
the United States;

(b) The term “organization” means any group, club, league, society, 
committee, association, political party, or combination of individuals, 
whether incorporated or otherwise, but such term shall not include 
any corporation, association, community chest, fund or foundation, 
organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, 
literary, or educational purposes;

(c) The term “political activity” means any activity the purpose or 
aim of which, or one of the purposes or aims of which, is the control 
by force or overthrow of the Government of the United States or a 
political subdivision thereof, or any State or political subdivision 
thereof;

(d) An organization shall be deemed to be engaged in “civilian 
military activity” if (1) it gives instruction to, or prescribes instruc-
tion for, its members in the use of firearms or other weapons or
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any substitute therefor, or military or naval science, or (2) it receives 
from any other organization or from any individual instruction in 
military or naval science, or (3) it engages in any military or naval 
maneuvers or activities, or (4) it engages, either with or without arms, 
in drills or parades of a military or naval character, or (5) it engages 
in any other form of organized activity which in the opinion of the 
Attorney General constitutes preparation for military action; and

(e) An organization shall be deemed “subject to foreign control” 
if (1) it solicits or accepts financial contributions, loans, or support 
of any kind, directly or indirectly, from, or is affiliated directly or 
indirectly with, a foreign government or a political subdivision 
thereof, or an agent, agency, or instrumentality of a foreign govern-
ment or political subdivision thereof, or a political party in a foreign 
country, or an international political organization, or (2) its policies, 
or any of them, are determined by or at the suggestion of, or in col-
laboration with, a foreign government or political subdivision thereof, 
or an agent, agency, or instrumentality of a foreign government or 
a political subdivision thereof, or a political party in a foreign coun-
try, or an international political organization.

Seo . 2. (a) The following organizations shall be required to regis-
ter with the Attorney General as hereinafter provided:

(1) Every organization subject to foreign control which 
engages in political activity;

(2) Every organization which engages both in civilian mili-
tary activity and in political activity;

(3) Every organization subject to foreign control which 
engages in civilian military activity; and

(4) Every organization, the purpose or aim of which, or one 
of the purposes or aims of which, is the establishment, control, 
conduct, seizure, or overthrow of a government or subdivision 
thereof by the use of force, violence, military measures, or threats 
of any one or more of the foregoing.

Every such organization shall register by filing with the Attorney 
General, on such forms and in such detail as the Attorney General 
may by rules and regulations prescribe, a registration statement con-
taining the information and documents prescribed in subsection (c) 
and shall within thirty days after the expiration of each period of 
six months succeeding the filing of such registration statement, file 
with the Attorney General, on such forms and in such detail as the 
Attorney General may by rules and regulations prescribe, a supple-
mental statement containing such information and documents as may 
be necessary to make the information and documents previously filed 
under this section accurate and current with respect to such preced-
ing six months’ period. Every statement required to be filed by this 
section shall be subscribed, under oath, by all of the officers of the 
organization.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall be deemed to require registra-
tion or the filing of any statement with the Attorney General by (1) 
the armed forces of the United States, or (2) the organized militia 
or National Guard of any States, Territory, District, or possession of 
the United States, or (3) any law-enforcement agency of the United 
States or of any Territory, District, or possession thereof, or of any 
State or political subdivision of a State, or of any agency or instru-
mentality of one or more States, or (4) any duly established diplo-
matic mission or consular office of a foreign government which is 
so recognized by the Department of State, or (5) any nationally 
recognized organization of persons who are veterans of the armed 
forces of the United States, or affiliates of such organizations.



54 Stat .] 76th  CONG., 3d SESS.—CH. 897—OCT. 17, 1940 1203

(c) Every registration statement required by subsection (a) to be 
filed by any organization shall contain the following information 
and documents:

(1) The name and post-office address of the organization in 
the United States, and the names and addresses of all branches, 
chapters, and affiliates of such organization;

(2) The name, address, and nationality of each officer, and 
of each person who performs the functions of an officer, of the 
organization, and of each branch, chapter, and affiliate of the 
organization;

(3) The qualifications for membership in the organization;
(4) The existing and proposed aims and purposes of the organ-

ization, and all the means by which these aims or purposes are 
being attained or are to be attained;

(5) The address or addresses of meeting places of the organ-
ization, and of each branch, chapter, or affiliate of the organiza-
tion, and the times of meetings;

(6) The name and address of each person who has contributed 
any money, dues, property, or other thing of value to the organ-
ization or to any branch, chapter, or affiliate of the organization;

(7) A detailed statement of the assets of the organization, 
and of each branch, chapter, and affiliate of the organization, 
the manner in which such assets were acquired, and a detailed 
statement of the liabilities and income of the organization and 
of each branch, chapter, and affiliate of the organization;

(8) A detailed description of the activities of the organiza-
tion, and of each chapter, branch, and affiliate of the organization;

(9) A description of the uniforms, badges, insignia, or other 
means of identification prescribed by the organization, and worn 
or carried by its officers or members, or any of such officers or 
members;

(10) A copy of each book, pamphlet, leaflet, or other publi-
cation or item of written, printed, or graphic matter issued or 
distributed directly or indirectly by the organization, or by any 
chapter, branch, or affiliate of the organization, or by any of 
the members of the organization under its authority or within 
its knowledge, together with the name of its author or authors 
and the name and address of the publisher;

(11) A description of all firearms or other weapons owned 
by the organization, or by any chapter, branch, or affiliate of the 
organization, identified by the manufacturer’s number thereon;

(12) In case the organization is subject to foreign control, the 
manner in which it is so subject;

(13) A copy of the charter, articles of association, constitution, 
bylaws, rules, regulations, agreements, resolutions, and all other 
instruments relating to the organization, powers, and purposes of 
the organization and to the powers of the officers of the organiza-
tion and of each chapter, branch, and affiliate of the organization; 
and

(14) Such other information and documents pertinent to the 
purposes of this Act as the Attorney General may from time to 
time require.

All statements filed under this section shall be public records and 
open to public examination and inspection at all reasonable hours 
under such rules and regulations as the Attorney General may 
prescribe.

Sec . 3. The Attorney General is authorized at any time to make, 
amend, and rescind such rules and regulations as may be necessary
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to carry out the provisions of this Act, including rules and regula-
tions governing the statements required to be filed by this Act.

Sec . 4. Any violation of any of the provisions of this Act shall be 
punishable by a fine of not more than $10,000 or by imprisonment for 
not more than five years, or both. Whoever in a statement filed pur-
suant to section 2 willfully makes any false statement or willfully 
omits to state any fact which is required to be stated, or which is 
necessary to make the statements made not misleading, shall, upon 
conviction, be subject to a fine of not more than $2,000 or to imprison-
ment for not more than five years, or both.

Sec . 5. If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of the 
Act, and the application of such provisions to other persons or cir-
cumstances, shall not be affected thereby.

Seo . 6. This Act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after the 
date of its enactment, except that prior to such ninetieth day the 
Attorney General may make, amend, or rescind such rules and regula-
tions as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act.

Approved, October 17, 1940.
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[CHAPTER 898]
AN ACT

To amend further the District of Columbia Unemployment Compensation Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the District 
of Columbia Unemployment Compensation Act, approved August 
28, 1935, as amended, be, and is hereby further, amended as follows: 

Substitute the following paragraph (4) for the present paragraph 
(4) of section 1(b):

“(4) service performed in the employ of the United States 
Government or of an instrumentality of the United States which 
is (A) wholly owned by the United States or (B) exempt from 
the tax imposed by section 1600 of the Internal Revenue Code 
of the United States by virtue of any other provision of law: 
Provided, That, in the event that the Congress of the United 
States, on or before the date of the enactment of this Act, has 
permitted or in the event that the Congress of the United States 
shall permit States to require any instrumentalities of the United 
States (except such as are (A) wholly owned by the United 
States, or (B) exempt from the tax imposed by section 1600 of 
the Internal Revenue Code by virtue of any other provision of 
law), to make contributions to an unemployment fund under a 
State unemployment compensation law, then, to the extent so per-
mitted by Congress, and from and after the date as of which 
such permission becomes effective, or January 1, 1940, whichever 
is the later, all of the provisions of this Act shall be applicable 
to such instrumentalities in the same manner, to the same extent, 
and on the same terms as to all other employees, individuals, and 
services: Provided, further, That if the District of Columbia 
should not be certified by the Social Security Board under sec-
tion 1603 of the Internal Revenue Code for any year, the pay-
ments required of any instrumentality of the United States or 
its employees with respect to such year shall be refunded by the 
District Unemployment Compensation Board in accordance with 
the provisions of section 4 (f) of this Act.”


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-03-04T15:29:07-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




