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For library, Surgeon General’s Office, $1.82.
For barracks and quarters, other buildings, and utilities, $74.54.
For Emergency Conservation Fund (transfer to War, Act June 

19, 1934), $5,410.23..
For loans and relief in stricken agricultural areas (transfer from 

Emergency Conservation Work to War, Act June 19, 1934), $51.15.
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT----POSTAL SERVICE

(Out of the Postal Revenues)
For clerks, first- and second-class post offices, $50.06.
For compensation to postmasters, $54.52.
For indemnities, domestic mail, $61.60.
For railroad transportation and mail messenger service, $51.97.
For rent, light, and fuel, $1,676.
For village delivery service, $563.80.
Total, audited claims, section 4 (b) $78,410.44, together with such 

additional sum due to increases in rates of exchange as may be neces-
sary to pay claims in the foreign currency as specified in certain of 
the settlements of the General Accounting Office.

Sec . 5. Judgments against collectors of customs: For the payment 
of claims allowed by the General Accounting Office covering judg-
ments rendered by United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York against collectors of customs, where certificates 
of probable cause have been issued as provided for under section 989, 
Revised Statutes (U. S. C., title 28, sec. 842), and certified to the 
Seventy-fifth Congress in Senate Document Numbered 109 and House 
Document Numbered 318, under the Department of Labor, $17,174.15.

Sec . 6. For the payment of claims allowed by the General Account-
ing Office pursuant to Public Act Numbered 436 of the Seventy-
fourth Congress, which have been certified to Congress under section 
2 of the Act of July 7, 1884 (U. S. C., title 5, sec. 266), in House 
Document Numbered 317, Seventy-fifth Congress, under the War 
Department, $95.27.

Sec . 7. This Act may be cited as the “Third Deficiency Appropria-
tion Act, fiscal year 1937”.

Approved, August 25, 1937.
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[CHAPTER 758]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Relative to determination and payment of certain claims against the Government 
of Mexico.

Whereas the Act entitled “An Act to establish a commission for the 
settlement of the special claims comprehended within the terms 
of the convention between the United States of America and the 
United Mexican States concluded April 24, 1934”, approved April 
10, 1935 (49 Stat. 149), provides for the establishment of the 
Special Mexican Claims Commission and confers upon that Com-
mission jurisdiction to hear and determine all claims against the 
Republic of Mexico, notices of which were filed with the Special 
Claims Commission, United States and Mexico, established by a 
convention of September 10, 1923, in which the said Commission 
failed to award compensation, except such claims as may be found 
by the committee provided for in the Special Claims Convention 
of April 24, 1934, to be general claims and recognized as such 
by the General Claims Commission; and

August 25, 1937 
[H. J. Res. 437] 

[Pub. Res., No. 70]

Claims against the 
Government of Mex-
ico.

Preamble.
48 Stat. 1844; 49 Stat. 

149.



784
49 Stat. 3071.

43 Stat. 1730.
48 Stat. 1844.
43 Stat. 1722.
49 Stat. 3128.

49 Stat. 149.

75th  CONGRESS, 1st  SESSION—CH. 758—AUGUST 25, 1937

Whereas the said Special Claims Convention of April 24, 1934, 
provides that the jurisdiction in and validity of the claims found 
by the said committee to be general claims shall be determined in 
each case when examined and adjudicated by the Commissioners 
or Umpire in accordance with the provisions of the General Claims 
Convention of September 8, 1923, and the protocol of April 24, 
1934, or the Special Claims Convention of September 10, 1923, 
and the protocol of June 18, 1932, in the event it shall be found 
by the Commissioners or Umpire to have been improperly elimi-
nated from the special claims settlement; and

Whereas certain claims filed with the said Special Claims Com-
mission, United States and Mexico, established by the said 
convention of September 10, 1923, were found by the said com-
mittee to be general claims but have not yet been the subject of 
any determination by the said General Claims Commission; and

Whereas the said Special Mexican Claims Commission, established 
in pursuance of the said Act approved April 10, 1935, expires 
by the terms of the said Act on August 31, 1937; and

Whereas, by the terms of the protocol of April 24, 1934, between 
the United States of America and the United Mexican States, 
the said General Claims Commission expires on October 24, 1937, 
and the two Governments have undertaken, upon the basis of the 
joint report of the members of the said Commission, to conclude 
a convention for the final disposition of the claims pending before 
the said Commission, the said convention to take either the form 
of an agreement for an en-bloc settlement of the said claims or the 
form of an agreement for the disposition of the claims upon their 
individual merits by reference to an umpire; and

Whereas the committee provided for in the Special Claims Conven-
tion of April 24, 1934, found that the amount to be paid by the 
Government of Mexico in settlement of the special claims compre-
hended in that convention was $5,448,020.14, it being understood 
that the sum thus determined was susceptible of increase after 
express decision of the General Claims Commission in case the 
said Commission might decide to be within the jurisdicton 1 of 
the Special Commission any one or more of the claims which the 
said committee found to be general claims; and

Whereas the said Special Mexican Claims Commission, in the event 
that the total amount of the awards made by it upon all claims 
is greater than the amount which the Government of Mexico has 
agreed to pay to the Government of the United States in satisfac-
tion of the claims, is required by the said Act approved April 
10, 1935, to reduce the awards on a percentage basis to such 
amount; and

Whereas, in the circumstances set forth, it is not now possible to 
ascertain which, if any, of the claims found by the said committee 
to be general claims will be found by the said General Claims 
Commission to be special claims, nor what will be the amount of 
the total en-bloc settlement provided for in the said Special 
Claims Convention of April 24, 1934; and

Whereas payments on awards of the said Special Mexican Claims 
Commission from funds paid to the Government of the United 
States by the Government of Mexico under the Special Claims Con-
vention of April 24, 1934, should not, in justice to the beneficiaries, 
be deferred until the question of the jurisdiction of the claims 
now pending before the General Claims Commission, by virtue 
of the classification of such claims as general claims by the joint 
committee, shall have been finally determined in the manner pro-
vided for in the said convention of April 24, 1934, or in the said 
protocol of the same date; Therefore be it

1 So in original.
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the jurisdiction of 
the Special Mexican Claims Commission established in pursuance of 
the Act approved April 10, 1935 (49 Stat. 149), shall not be deemed 
to include any of the claims found by the committee provided for in 
the Special Claims Convention of April 24, 1934, to be general claims.

Sec . 2. That for the purposes of the reduction of awards on a per-
centage basis as provided for in section 4 of the Act approved April 
10, 1935 (49 Stat. 149), the amount which the Government of Mexico 
has agreed to pay to the Government of the United States in satis-
faction of the claims shall, subject to the provision in section 3 hereof, 
be deemed to be the sum of $5,448,020.14, set forth in the report of the 
said committee provided for in the said convention of April 24, 1934.

Sec . 3. That, in the event of the reclassification as special claims 
of any of the claims found by the said committee to be general claims, 
the claims so reclassified shall be passed upon by said Special Mexican 
Claims Commission during its existence and thereafter by a Com-
mission to be established in conformity with the said Act of April 
10, 1935, and the total amount payable by the Government of Mexico 
to the Government of the United States on account of the claims so 
reclassified, together with interest on all deferred payments under the 
Special Claims Convention of April 24, 1934, shall be added to the 
sum of $5,448,020.14 set forth in the report of the said committee. 
The total amount awarded by the Commission so established upon 
the claims so reclassified shall be added to the total amount of the 
original awards made by the Special Mexican Claims Commission, 
and any necessary readjustment of the awards of the Special Mexican 
Claims Commission and those that may be made by the Commission to 
be established pursuant to this section shall be made by the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the basis prescribed by section 4 of the Act 
approved April 10, 1935.

Sec . 4. Upon the certification to the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the awards of the Special Mexican Claims Commission, he shall 
proceed to make payments as provided for in section 9 of the Act 
approved April 10, 1935; and upon the certification to the Secretary 
of the Treasury of awards upon any claims reclassified as special 
claims he shall, after making the readjustments provided for in 
section 3 of this resolution, accord priority of payment on such 
awards until the beneficiaries thereof shall have been placed upon an 
equal percentage basis as to payments with the beneficiaries of awards 
of the Special Mexican Claims Commission.

Sec . 5. Section 6 of the Act approved April 10,1935, creating the 
Special Mexican Claims Commission, and for other purposes, is 
amended to read as follows:

“Seo . 6. The Commission shall complete its work within three years 
from the date on which it undertakes the performance of its duties, 
at which time all powers, rights, and duties conferred by this Act 
upon the Commission shall terminate. If the President finds the 
Commission has completed its work prior to such expiration date, he 
may terminate all such powers, rights, and duties of the Commission 
by Executive order.”

Approved, August 25, 1937.
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