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cept the services ot any number of volunteers not exceeding fifty thou-
sand, in the manner provided for by an act entitled “ An act author-
izing the President of the United States to accept the service of volun-
teers and to raise an additional regiment of dragoons or mounted rifle-
men, approved May twenty-third, eighteen hundred and thirty-six.”

Sec . 4. And be it, further enacted, That in the event of either of the 
contingencies provided for in this act the President of the United States 
shall be authorized to complete the public armed vessels now authorized 
by law, and to equip, man, and employ, in actual service, all the naval 
force of the United States, and to build, purchase, or charter, arm, 
equip, and man, such vessels and steamboats on the Northern lakes and 
rivers, whose waters communicate with the United States and Great 
Britain as he shall deem necessary to protect the United States from 
invasion from that quarter.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of ten millions of 
dollars is hereby appropriated, and placed at his disposal for the purpose 
of executing the provisions of this act; to provide for which the Secre-
tary of the Treasury is authorized to borrow money on the credit of the 
United States, and to cause to be issued certificates of stock signed by 
the Register of the Treasury, for the sum to be borrowed, or any part 
thereof; and the same to be sold upon the best terms that may be offered 
after public notice for proposals for the same: Provided, That no en-
gagement or contract shall be entered into which shall preclude the 
United States from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed after 
the expiration of five years from the first of January next; and that the 
rate of interest shall not exceed five per cent., payable semi-annually.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That the sum of eighteen thou-
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for outfit and salary of a 
special minister to Great Britain : Provided, The President of the United 
States shall deem it expedient to appoint the same.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That in the event of either of the 
contingencies provided for in the first and third sections of this act, the 
President of the United States shall be authorized to apply a part not 
exceeding one million of dollars of the appropriation made in this act 
to repairing or arming fortifications along the seaboard and frontier.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever militia or volun-
teers are called into the service of the United States they shall have the 
organization of the army of the United States, and shall receive the 
same pay and allowances.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That the several provisions of this 
act shall be in force until the end of sixty days after the meeting of the 
first session of the next Congress, and no longer.

Approve d , March 3, 1839.

Cha p. XC. — An Act to alter and amend the organic law of the Territories 
of Wisconsin and Iowa.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every bill which shall 
have passed the Council and House of Representatives of the Territo-
ries of Iowa and Wisconsin shall, before it become a law, be presented 
to the Governor of the Territory; if he approve he shall sign it, but if 
not he shall return it, with his objections, to that House in which it 
shall have originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their 
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, 
two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, 
together with the objections, to the other House, by which it shall like-
wise be reconsidered; and if approved by two thirds of that House it
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shall become a law. But, in all such cases, the votes of both Houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays; and the names of the persons 
voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each 
House respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor 
within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, 
unless the Assembly by adjournment prevent its return, in which case 
it shall not be a law.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall not be so con-
strued as to deprive Congress of the right to disapprove of any law 
passed by the said Legislative Assembly, or in any way to impair or 
alter the power of Congress over laws passed by said Assembly.

Approv ed , March 3, 1839.

Cha p. XCI_ An Act to define and establish the eastern boundary line of the Ter-
ritory of Iowa.

Be it. enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the middle 
or centre of the main channel of the river Mississippi shall be deemed, 
and is hereby declared, to be the eastern boundary line of the Territory 
of Iowa, so far or to such extent as the said Territory is bounded east-
wardly by or upon said river: Provided, however, That the said Terri-
tory of Iowa shall have concurrent jurisdiction upon the said Missis-
sippi river with any other conterminous State or Territory so far or to 
such extent as the said river shall form a common boundary between 
the aforesaid Territory of Iowa and any other such conterminous State 
or Territory.

Appr oved , March 3, 1839.

Cha p. XCII.—An Act to authorize the election or appointment of certain officers in 
the Territory of Iowa, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Territory of Iowa shall be, and are hereby, au-
thorized to provide by law for the election or appointment of sheriffs, 
judges of probate, justices of the peace, and county surveyors, within 
the said Territory, in such way or manner, and at such times and places 
as to them may seem proper; and after a law shall have been passed by 
the Legislative Assembly for that purpose, all elections or appointments 
of the above-named officers thereafter to be had or made shall be in 
pursuance of such law.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the term of service of the 
present Delegate for said Territory of Iowa shall expire on the twenty-
seventh day of October, eighteen hundred and forty; and the qualified 
electors of said Territory may elect a Delegate to serve from the said 
twenty-seventh day of October to the fourth day of March thereafter, at 
such time and place as shall be prescribed by law by the Legislative 
Assembly, and thereafter a Delegate shall be elected, at such time and 
place as the Legislative Assembly may direct, to serve for a Congress, 
as members of the House of Representatives are now elected.

Appr ov ed , March 3, 1839.

Chap . XCIII.—An Act making appropriations for preventing and suppressing In-
dian hostilities, for the year eighteen hundred and thirty-nine.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums, amounting to one million eight hundred and four thousand seven
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