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for the purpose of discharging the obligations created hereunder in 
any State or Territory: Provided further, That the total expendi-
tures on account of any State or Territory shall at no time exceed 
its authorized apportionment.

Cooperative Construction of the Federal Aid Highway System: 
For carrying out the provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to pro-
vide that the United States shall aid the States in the construction 
of rural post roads, and for other purposes,” approved July 11, 
1916, and all Acts amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto, 
to be expended in accordance with the provisions of said Act as 
amended, $13,000,000, to be available until expended, being part of 
the sum of $75,000,000 authorized to be appropriated for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1925, by paragraph 1 of section 4 of the Act 
making appropriations for the Post Office Department for the fiscal 
year 1923, approved June 19, 1922: Provided, That the Secretary 
of Agriculture is hereby authorized, immediately upon the passage 
of this Act, to apportion among the several States, as provided in 
section 21 of the Federal Highway Act, approved November 9, 1921, 
the sum of $75,000,000 authorized to be appropriated for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1925, by said paragraph 1 of section 4 of the 
Act approved June 19, 1922: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of Agriculture shall act upon projects submitted to him under his 
apportionment of this authorization, and his approval of any such 
project within three years shall be deemed a contractual obligation 
of the Federal Government for the payment of its proportional con-
tribution thereto.

Total, Department of Agriculture, $58,575,274.
Approved, June 5, 1924.

CHAP. 267.—Joint Resolution Directing the Secretary of the Interior to 
withhold his approval of the adjustment of the Northern Pacific land grants, 
and for other purposes.

Resol/ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby directed to withhold until March 4, 1926, his ap-
proval of the adjustment of the Northern Pacific land grants under 
the Act of July 2, 1864, and the joint resolution of May 31, 1870, 
and he is also hereby directed to withhold the issuance of any further 
patents and muniments of title under the said Act and the said reso-
lution or any legislative enactments supplemental thereto or con-
nected therewith, until after Congress shall have made a full and com-
plete inquiry into the said land grants and the Acts supplemental 
thereto for the purpose of considering legislation to meet the respec-
tive rights of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company and its suc-
cessors and the United States in the premises: Provided, That this 
Act shall not prevent the adjudication of any claims arising under 
the public land laws where the claimants are not seeking title through 
the grants to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, or its suc-
cessors, or any Acts in modification thereof,or supplemental thereto: 
Provided f urther, That the inhibition against the approval of said 
land grants and the issuance of patents and muniments of title 
thereunder shall unless further extended terminate on March 4, 
1926, unless on said date said land grants and the proceedings there-
under are being adjudicated at the direction of Congress in the 
courts, in which event the approval of said land grants and the is-
suance of patents and muniments of title shall await the final adjudi-
cation thereof.

Sec . 2. The Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to ad-
vise Congress of the status of the said Northern Pacific land grants,
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recommending such action as he believes right and proper for the 
further adjustment thereof.

Sec . 3. That a joint committee of both Houses of Congress is 
hereby created to be composed of five Members of the Senate to be 
appointed by the President thereof, and five Members of the House 
of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of that body. 
Any vacancy occurring on the committee shall be filled in the same 
manner as the original appointment. The said committee is hereby 
empowered and directed to make a thorough and complete investi-
gation of the land grants of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, 
and its successor, the Northern Pacific Railway Company, under 
the Act of July 2, 1864 (Thirteenth Statutes, page 365), and the 
joint resolution of May 31, 1870 (Sixteenth Statutes, page 378), 
and any other Acts of 'Congress supplemental thereto or connected 
therewith, and the facts and the law pertaining thereto and arising 
therefrom, and to report to Congress its conclusions and recommen-
dations based thereon. Said committee or any subcommittee thereof 
is hereby empowered to sit and act during the session or recess of 
Congress or of either House thereof in the District of Columbia or 
elsewhere in the United States; to require by subpoena or otherwise 
the attendance of witnesses and the production of books, documents, 
and papers; to take the testimony of witnesses under oath; to obtain 
documents, papers, and other information from the several depart-
ments of the Government or any bureau thereof; to employ stenog-
raphers to take and to make a record of all evidence taken and 
received by the committee and to keep a record of its proceedings; 
to have such evidence, record, and other matter required by the com-
mittee printed and suitably bound; and to employ such assistance 
as may oe deemed necessary. The chairman of the committee or any 
member thereof may administer oaths to witnesses. Subpoenas 
for witnesses shall be issued under the signature of the chairman 
of the committee or the chairman of any subcommittee thereof. And 
in case of disobedience to a subpoena this committee may invoke the 
aid of any court of the United States or of the District of Columbia 
within the jurisdiction of which any inquiry may be carried on by 
said committee in requiring the attendance and testimony of wit-
nesses, and the production of books, papers, and documents under 
the provisions of this resolution. And any such court within the 
jurisdiction of which the inquiry under this resolution is being 
carried on may in case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpeena 
issued on any person under authority of this resolution issue an 
order requiring such person to appear before said committee and 
produce books and papers, if so ordered, and give evidence touching 
the matter in question, and any failure to obey such order of the 
court may be punished by such court as a contempt thereof. Every 
person who, having been summoned as a witness by authority of 
said committee or any subcommittee thereof, willfully makes de-
fault, or who having appeared refuses to answer any question per-
tinent to the investigation herein authorized, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof be punished by a 
fine of not more than $1,000 and imprisonment for not more than 
one year.

The sum of $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby authorized to be appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the necessary expenses 
of said joint committee, the sum to be disbursed by the secretary of 
the committee upon vouchers to be approved by the chairman of the 
committee.

Approved, June 5, 1924.
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