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“That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized, under rules, 
limitations, and regulations to be prescribed by him, to loan obsolete 
or condemned Army rifles, slings, and cartridge belts to posts or 
camps of organizations composed of honorably discharged soldiers, 
sailors, or marines, for use by them in connection with the funeral 
ceremonies of deceased soldiers, sailors, and marines, and for other 
post ceremonial purposes; and to sell such posts and camps blank 
ammunition in suitable amounts for said rifles at cost price, plus cost 
of packing and transportation: Provided, however, That not to exceed 
ten such rifles shall be issued to any one post or camp.”

Emergency  Commi ss ioned  Personnel . •
That the President is authorized to retain temporarily in service, 

under their present commissions, or to discharge and recommission 
temporarily in lower grades, such emergency officers as he may deem 
necessary; but the total number of officers on active duty, exclusive 
of retired officers and disabled emergency officers undergoing treat-
ment for physical reconstruction, shall at no time exceed seventeen 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three. Any emergency officer 
may be discharged when his services are no longer required, and all 
such officers shall be discharged not later than December 31, 1920. 
All officers of the Regular Army holding commissions granted for the 
period of the existing emergency, in whatever grade, shall be dis-
charged therefrom not later than June 30, 1920.

Medal  of  Honor  for  Verdun .

That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized, in the name 
of the Congress and people of the United States, to present to the 
city of Verdun, France, a suitable memorial medal or tablet as a 
mark of America’s appreciation of the valor of its defenders, the 
cost to be paid from the appropriation for contingencies of the Army.

Approved June 5, 1920.
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CiTTAP 241.—An Act To amend section 9 of an Act entitled “An Act to define, 
regulate, and punish trading with the enemy, and for other purposes;” approved 
October 6,1917, as amended.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That section 9 of an Act 
entitled “An Act to define, regulate, and punish trading with the 
enemy, and for other purposes,” approved October 6, 1917, as 
amended, be, and hereby is, amended so as to read as follows:

“Sec . 9. (a) That any person not an enemy or ally of enemy claim-
ing any interest, right, or title in any money or other property which 
may have been conveyed, transferred, assigned, delivered, or paid to 
the Alien Property Custodian or seized by him hereunder and held by 
bim or by the Treasurer of the United States, or to whom any debt 
may be owing from an enemy or ally of enemy whose property or any 
part thereof shall have been conveyed, transferred, assigned, delivered, 
or paid to the Alien Property Custodian or seized by him hereunder 
and held by him or by the Treasurer of the United States may file 
with the said custodian a notice of his claim under oath and in such 
form and containing such particulars as the said custodian shall 
require; and the President, if application is made therefor by the 
claimant, may order the payment, conveyance, transfer, assignment, 
or delivery to said claimant of the money or other property so held 
by the Alien Property Custodian or by the Treasurer of the United 
States, or of the interest therein to which the President shall de-

June 5,1920.
[H. R. 14208.]

[Public, No. 252.)
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termine said claimant is entitled: Provided, That no such order by 
the President shall bar any person from the prosecution of any suit 
at law or in equity against the claimant to establish any right, title, 
or interest which he may have in such money or other property. If 
the President shall not so order within sixty days after the filing of 
such application or if the claimant shall have filed the notice as above 
required and shall have made no application to the President, said 
claimant may, at any time before the expiration of six months after 
the end of the war institute a suit in equity in the Supreme Court of 
the District of Columbia or in the district court of the United States 
for the district in which such claimant resides, or, if a corporation, 
where it has its principal place of business (to which suit the Alien 
Property Custodian or the Treasure? of the United States, as the 
case may be, shall be made a party defendant), to establish the 
interest, right, title, or debt so claimed, and if so established the 
court shall order the payment, conveyance, transfer, assignment, or 
delivery to said claimant of the money or other property so held by 
the Alien Property Custodian or by the Treasurer of the United States 
or of the interest therein to which the court shall determine said 
claimant is entitled. If suit shall be so instituted, then such money 
or property shall be retained in the custody of the Alien Property 
Custodian, or in the Treasury of the United States, as provided in this 
Act, and until any final judgment or decree which shall be entered 
in favor of the claimant shall be fully satisfied by payment or con-
veyance, transfer, assignment, or delivery by the defendant, or by the 
Alien Property Custodian, or Treasurer of the United States on order 
of the court, or until final judgment or decree shall be entered against 
the claimant or suit otherwise terminated.

“(b) In respect of all money or other property conveyed, trans-
ferred, assigned, delivered, or paid to the Alien Property Custodian 
or seized by him hereunder and held by him or by the Treasurer of the 
United States, if the President shall determine that the owner thereof 
at the time such money or other property was required to be so con-
veyed, transferred, assigned, delivered, or paid to the Alien Property 
Custodian or at the time when it was voluntarily delivered to him or 
was seized by him was—

“ (1) A citizen or subject of any nation or State or free city other 
than Germany or Austria or Hungary or Austria-Hungary, and is at 
the time of the return of such money or other property hereunder a 
citizen or subject of any such nation or State or free city; or

“ (2) A woman who at the time of her marriage was a subject or 
citizen of a nation which has remained neutral in the war, or of a 
nation which was associated with the United States in the prosecu-
tion of said war, and who prior to April 6, 1917, intermarried with a 
subject or citizen of Germany or Austria-Hungary and that the money 
or other property concerned was not acquired by such woman either 
directly or indirectly from any subject or citizen of Germany or 
Austria-Hungary; or

“ (3) A woman who at the time of her marriage was a citizen of the 
United States (said citizenship having been acquired by birth in the 
United States), and who prior to April 6, 1917, intermarried with a 
subject or citizen of Germany or Austria-Hungary, and that the 
money or other property concerned was not acquired by such woman 
either directly or indirectly from any subject or citizen of Germany 
or Austria-Hungary; or

“(4) A citizen or subject of Germany or Austria or Hungary or 
Austria-Hungary and was, at the time of the severance of diplomatic 
relations between the United States and such nations, respectively, 
accredited to the United States as a diplomatic or consular officer of 
any such nation, or the wife or minor child of such officer, and that
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the money or other property concerned was within the territory of 
the United States by reason of the service of such officer in such 
capacity; or

“ (5) A citizen or subject of Germany or Austria-Hungary, who by 
virtue of the provisions of sections 4067, 4068, 4069, and 4070 of the 
Revised Statutes, and of the proclamations and regulations there-
under, was transferred, after arrest, into the custody of the War 
Department of the United States for detention during the war and is 
at the time of the return of his money or other property hereunder 
living within the United States; or

“(6) A partnership, association, or other unincorporated body of 
individuals outside the United States, or a corporation incorporated 
within any country other than the United States, and was entirely 
owned at such time by subjects or citizens of nations, States, or free 
cities other than Germany or Austria or Hungary or Austria-Hungary 
and is so owned at the time of the return of its money or other prop-
erty hereunder; or

“(7) The Government of Bulgaria or Turkey, or any political or 
municipal subdivision thereof; or

“(8) The Government of Germany or Austria or Hungary or 
Austria-Hungary, and that the money or other property concerned 
was the diplomatic or consular property of such Government— 
then the President, without any application being made therefor, 
may order the payment, conveyance, transfer, assignment, or de-
livery of such money or other property held by the Alien Property 
Custodian or by the Treasurer of the United States, or of the interest 
therein to which the President shall determine such person entitled, 
either to the said owner or to the person by whom said property was 
conveyed, transferred, assigned, delivered, or paid over to the Alien 
Property Custodian: Provided, That no person shall be deemed or 
held to be a citizen or subject of Germany or Austria or Hungary or 
Austria-Hungary for the purposes of this section, even though he was 
such citizen or subject at the time first specified in this subsection, if 
he has become or shall become, ipso facto or through exercise of option, 
a citizen or subject of any nation or State or free city other than 
Germany, Austria, or Hungary, (first) under the terms of such treaties 
of peace as have been or may be concluded subsequent to November 
11, 1918, between Germany or Austria or Hungary (of the one part) 
and the United States and/or three or more of the following-named 
powers: The British Empire, France, Italy, and Japan (of the other 
part), or (second) under the terms of such treaties as have been or 
may be concluded in pursuance of the treaties of peace aforesaid 
between any nation, State, or free city (of the one part) whose ter-
ritories, in whole or in part, on August 4,1914, formed a portion of the 
territory of Germany or Austria-Hungary and the United States 
and/or three or more of the following-named powers: The British 
Empire, France, Italy, and Japan (of the other part). For the pur-
poses of this section any citizen or subject of a State or free city which 
at the time of the proposed return of money or other property of such 
citizen or subject hereunder forms a part .of the territory of any one 
of the following nations: Germany, Austria, or Hungary, shall be 
deemed to be a citizen or subject of such nation. And the receipt oi 
the said owner or of the person by whom said property was conveyed; 
transferred, assigned, delivered, or paid over to the Alien Property 
Custodian shall be a full acquittance and discharge of the Alien 
Property Custodian or the Treasurer of the United States, as the case 
may be, and of the United States in respect to all claims of all per-
sons heretofore or hereafter claiming any right, title, or interest in 
said property, or compensation or damages arising from the capture 
of such property by the President or the Alien Property Custodian
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CHAP. 242.—Ari Act For the consolidation of forest lands in the Sierra National 
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Provided further, however, That except as herein provided no such 
action by the President shall bar any person from the prosecution of 
any suit at law or in equity to establish any right, title, or interest 
which he may have therein.

“(c) Any person whose property the President is authorized to 
return under the provisions of subsection (b) hereof may file notice 
of claim for the return of such property, as provided in subsection (a) 
hereof, and thereafter may make application to the President for 
allowance of such claim and/or may institute suit in equity to recover 
such property, as provided in said subsection, and with like effect. 
The President or the court, as the case may be, may make the same 
determinations with respect to citizenship and other relevant facts 
that the President is authorized to make under the provisions of 
subsection (b) hereof.

“(d) Whenever a person, deceased, would have been entitled, if 
living, to the return of his money or other property hereunder, then 
his legal representative may proceed for the return of such property 
as provided in subsection (a) hereof: Provided, however, That the 
President or the court, as the case may be, before granting such relief 
shall impose such conditions by way of security or otherwise, as the 
President or the court, respectively, shall deem sufficient to insure 
that such legal representative will redeliver to the Alien Property 
Custodian such portion of the money or other property so received 
by him as shall be distributable to any person not eligible as a claim- , 
ant under subsections (a) or (c) hereof.

“(e) No money or other property shall be returned nor any debt 
allowed under this section to any person who is a citizen or subject 
of any nation which was associated with the United States in the 
prosecution of the war, unless such nation in like case extends re-
ciprocal rights to citizens of the United States; nor in any event shall 
a debt be allowed under this section unless it was owing to and owned 
by the claimant nrior to October 6, 1917, and as to claimants other 
than citizens of the United States unless it arose with reference to 
the money or other property held by the Alien Property Custodian 
or Treasurer of the United States hereunder.

‘1 (f) Except as herein provided, the money or other property con-
veyed, transferred, assigned, delivered, or paid to the Alien Property 
Custodian, shall not be liable to lien, attachment, garnishment, trustee 
process, or execution, or subject to any order or decree of any court.

“(g) This section shall not apply, however, to money paid to the 
Alien Property Custodian under section 10 hereof.”

Approved, June 5, 1920.

June 5,1920.
[S. 2789.] 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior be, and hereby is, authorized in his discretion to accept on 
behalf of the United States title to any lands within the Sierra 
National Forest, California, if in the opinion of the Secretary of 
Agriculture the public interests will be benefited thereby and the 
lands are chiefly valuable for national forest purposes, and in ex-
change therefor may give not to exceed an equal value of such na-
tional forest land or timber within the national forests of California 
as may be determined by the Secretary of Agriculture, and in deter-
mining the relative values of the lands or timber to be exchanged, 
consideration shall be given to any reservations which either party 
may make of timber, minerals, or easements.
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