
 

  

  
  

   
   

    
  
    

  
   

  

   
   

   
    

  
   

   

          
             

        

             
          

            
           
          

          
            

         
          

           
        

              
             
            
            

           
           
            

              
          

              
           
             
             

    
             

          
      

      

  
 

  
  

  
  

             
           

          
             
             

           
           
           

           
             

           
              

            
  

          
            

           
             

             
              

           
          

           
           

 
   

May 20,1918.
[S.3771.]

[Public, No. 152.]
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CHAP. 78.—An Act Authorizing the President to coordinate or consolidate
executive bureaus, agencies, and offices, and for other purposes, in the interest of
economy and the more efficient concentration of the Government.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That for the national secu-
rity and defense, for the successful prosecution of the war, for the
support and maintenance of the Army and Navy, for the better
utilization of resources and industries, and for the more effective
exercise and more efficient administration by the President of his
powers as Commander in Chief of the land and naval forces the
President is hereby authorized to make such redistribution of func-
tions among executive agencies as he may deem necessary, including
any functions, duties, and powers hitherto by law conferred upon any
executive department, commission, bureau, agency, office, or officer,
in such manner as in his judgment, shall seem best fitted to carry out
the purposes of this Act, and to this end is authorized to make
such regulations and to issue such orders as he may deem necessary,
which regulations and orders shall be in writing and shall be filed
with the head of the department affected and constitute a public
record: Provided, That this Act shall remain in force during the con-
tinuance of the present war and for six months after the termination
of the war by the proclamation of the treaty of peace, or at such
earlier time as the President may designate: Provided further, That
the termination of this Act shall not affect any act done or any right
or obligation Accruing or accrued pursuant to this Act and during
the time that this Act is in force: Providedfurther, That the authority
by this Act granted shall be exercised only in matters relating to the
conduct of the present war.

Sec . 2. That in carrying out the purposes of this Act the President
is authorized to utilize, coordinate, or consolidate any executive or
administrative commissions, bureaus, agencies, offices, or officers
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of claims under articles two, three, and four, except that in the event
of disagreement as to a claim under the contract of insurance be-
tween the bureau and any beneficiary or beneficiaries thereunder an
action on the claim may be brought against the United States in the
district court of the United States in and for the district in which
such beneficiaries or any one of them resides, and that whenever
judgment shall be rendered in an action brought pursuant to this
provision the court, As part of its judgment, shall determine and
allow such reasonable attorney’s fees, not to exceed five per centum
of the amount recovered, to be paid by the claimant in behalf of
whom such proceedings were instituted to his attorney, said fee to
be paid out of the payments to be made to the beneficiary under the
judgment rendered at a rate not exceeding one-tenth of each of such
payments until paid.

“Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, contract for,
charge, or receive, or who shall attempt to solicit, contract for, charge,
or receive any fee or compensation, except as herein provided, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and for each and every offense shall be
punishable by a fine of not more than $500 or by imprisonment at
hard labor for not more than two years, or by both such fine and
imprisonment.”

Sec . 2. That Article IV of said Act, approved October sixth, nine-
teen hundred and seventeen, entitled “An Act to authorize the estab-
lishment of a Bureau of War Risk Insurance in the Treasury Depart-
ment,” is hereby amended by striking out section four hundred and
five thereof.

Approved, May 20, 1918.
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now existing by law, to transfer any duties or powers from one
existing department, commission, bureau, agency, office, or officer
to another, to transfer the personnel thereof or any part of it either
by detail or assignment, together with the whole or any part of the
records andpublic property belonging thereto.

Sec . 3. That the President is further authorized to establish an
executive agency which may exercise such jurisdiction and control
over the production of aeroplanes, aeroplane engines, and aircraft
equipment as in his judgment may be advantageous; and, further, to
transfer to such agency, for its use, all or any moneys heretofore
appropriated for the production of aeroplanes, aeroplane engines,
and aircraft equipment.

Sec . 4. That for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
Act, any moneys heretofore and hereafter appropriated for the use
of any executive department, commission, bureau, agency, office, or
officer shall be expended only for the purposes for which it was appro-
priated under the direction of such other agency as may be directed
by the President hereunder to perform and execute said function.

Sec . 5. That should the President, in redistributing the functions
among the executive agencies as provided in this Act, conclude that
any bureau should be abolished and it or their duties and functions
conferred upon some other department or bureau or eliminated
entirely, he shall report his conclusions to Congress with such rec-
ommendations as he may deem proper.

Sec . 6. That all laws or parts of laws conflicting with the pro-
visions of this Act are to the extent of such conflict suspended while
this Act is in force.

Upon the termination of this Act all executive or administrative
agencies, departments, commissions, bureaus, offices, or officers shall
exercise the same functions, duties, and powers as heretofore or as
hereafter by law may be provided, any authorization of the President
under this Act to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved, May 20, 1918.
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CHAP. 79.—Joint Resolution Providing for the registration formilitary service of all
male persons citizens of the United States and all male persons residing in the United
States who have, since the fifth day of June, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and
on or before the day set for the registration by proclamation by the President, attained
the age of twenty-one years, in accordance with such rules and regulations as the
President may prescribe under the terms of the Act approved May eighteenth, nine-
teen hundred and seventeen, entitled “An Act to authorize the President to increase
temporarily the Military Establishment of the United States.”

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That during the present
emergency all male persons, citizens of the United States and all
male persons residing in the United States, who have, since the fifth
day of June, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and on or before the
day set for the registration by proclamation by the President, attained
the age of twenty-one years, shall be subject to registration in accord-
ance with regulations to be prescribed by the President, and that
upon proclamation by the President, stating the time and place of
such registration, it shall be the duty of all such persons, except such
persons as are exempt from registration under the Act of May eight-
eenth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and any Act or Acts amenda-
tory thereof, to present themselves for and submit to registration
under the provisions of said Act approved May eighteenth, nineteen
hundred and seventeen, and they shall be registered in the same
manner and subject to the same requirements and liabilities as those

May 20,1918.
[S. J. Res. 124.]

[Pub. Res., No. 30.]
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