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person or persons causing such act may be proceeded against and
brought to justice; or, if said explosion has been brought about by
accidental means, that precautions may be taken to prevent similar
accidents from occurring. In the prosecution of such investigations
the employees of the Bureau of Mines are hereby granted the authority
to enter the premises where such explosion or fire has occurred, to
examine plans, books, and papers, to administer oaths to, and to
examine all witnesses and persons concerned, without let or hindrance
on the part of the owner, lessee, operator, or agent thereof.

Sec . 21. That the Director of the Bureau of Mines, with the ap-
proval of the President, is hereby authorized to utilize such agents,
agencies, and all officers of the United States and of the several
States, Territories, dependencies, and municipalities thereof, and the
District of Columbia, in the execution of this Act, and all agents,
agencies, and all officers of the United States and of the several
States and Territories, dependencies, and municipalities thereof,
and the District of Columbia, shall hereby have full authority for 
all acts done by them in the execution of this Act when acting by
the direction of the Bureau of Mines.

Sec . 22. That for the enforcement of the provisions of this Act,
including personal services in the District of Columbia and else-
where, and including supplies, equipment, expenses of traveling
and subsistence, and for the purchase and hire of animal-drawn or
motor-propelled passenger-carrying vehicles, and upkeep of same,
and for every other expense incident to the enforcement of the pro-
visions of this Act, there is hereby appropriated, out of any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $300,000,
or so much thereof as may be necessary: Provided, That not to
exceed $10,000 shall be expended in the purchase of motor-propelled
passenger-carrying vehicles.

Approved, October 6, 1917.

CHAP. 84.—An Act Extending the time for the construction of a bridge across
Flint River, in the State of Georgia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives of the United
States ofAmerica in Congress assembled, That the times for commenc-
ing and completing the construction of a bridge authorized by Act of
Congress approved April seventeenth, nineteen hundred and sixteen,
to be built across the Flint River, Georgia, by Mitchell County, or by
Baker County, Georgia, jointly or separately, are hereby extended
one and three years, respectively, from the date hereof.

Sec . 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserved.

Approved, October 6, 1917.

CHAP. 85.—An Act To provide for the reimbursement of officers, enlisted men,
and others in the naval service of the United States for property lost or destroyed in
such service.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives of the United
States ofAmerica in Congress assembled, That the Paymaster General
of the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to reimburse
such officers, enlisted men, and others in the naval service of the
United States as may have suffered, or may hereafter suffer, loss or
destruction of or damage to their personal property and effects in the
naval service due to the operations of war or by shipwreck or other
marine disaster when such loss, destruction, or damage was without
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