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governors of the several states, to transmit by mail, free of postage, 
all laws and reports, whether bound or unbound, and all records and 
documents of their respective states, which may be directed by the legis-
latures of the several states to be transmitted to the executives of other 
states; and the governor of the state transmitting the same shall, in addi-
tion to his frank, endorse the kind of book or document enclosed, and 
direct the same to the governor of the state to which the same may be 
sent.

Appr ov ed , June 30, 1834.

Character of 
books, &c. to be 
endorsed.

Statute I.

Cha p. CLXX.—An Act concerning tonnage duty on Spanish vessels. (a) June 30, 1834.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 
day of March next, Spanish vessels coming from the island of Cuba, or 
Porto Rico, either directly, or after touching at any port or place, shall 
pay, in the ports of the United States, such further tonnage duty in 
addition to the tonnage duty which may be payable under any other law, 
as shall be equivalent to the amount of discriminating duty that would 
have been imposed on the cargoes imported in the said vessels, respec-
tively, if the same had been exported from the port of Havana, in 
American bottoms.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That before any such vessel shall 
be permitted to clear out or depart from a port of the United States, 
with a cargo which shall be directly or indirectly destined to either of 
the said islands, the said vessel shall pay such further tonnage duty as 
shall be equivalent to the amount of discriminating duty that would be 
payable, for the time being, upon the cargo, if imported into the port of 
Havana, in an American bottom.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That no Spanish vessel shall be 
allowed to clear out or depart from a port of the United States, with any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, except upon a destination to some port or 
place, in the Island of Cuba or Porto Rico, without giving bond, with 
approved security, in double the value of the vessel and cargo, that the 
said cargo, or any part thereof, shall not be landed in either of the said 
islands; which bond shall be cancelled on producing of certificate from 
an American consul, that the said cargo has been landed elsewhere, bona 
fide and without intention to reship it for a port in one of the said islands.

Sec . 4. And be it  further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, from time to time, to estimate the said 
additional tonnage duty, and to give directions to the officers of the cus-
toms of the United States, for the collection of such duties, so as to 
conform the same to any variation which may take place in the discrimi-
nating duties levied on the cargoes of American vessels in the said port 
of Havana.
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Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That whenever the President of 
the United States shall be satisfied, that the discriminating duties in 
favour of Spanish bottoms, levied upon the cargoes of American ves-
sels in the ports of Cuba and Porto Rico, have been abolished, or when-
ever, in his opinion, a satisfactory arrangement upon the subject of the 
said duties shall have been made between the United States and Spain, 
the President is hereby authorized to declare the same by proclamation, 
and thereupon this act shall cease to have any further force or effect.

Appro v ed , June 30, 1834.
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(a) See notes of the acts relating to discriminating duties, ante, p. 2.
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