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Act of Feb. 
17,1818, ch. 12.

Public lands 
to be formed 
into a new land 
district.

Act of March 
3, 1823, ch. 66.

Act of May 4, 
1826, ch. 32.

Chap . CLX1X.—An Act granting to the counties or parishes of each state and 
territory of the United States, in which the public lands are situated, the right 
of pre-emption to quarter sections of land, for seats of justice within the same.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America, in Congress assembled, That there be granted to the 
several counties or parishes of each state and territory of the United 
States, where there are public lands, at the minimum price for which 
public lands of the United States are sold, the right of pre-emption to 
one quarter section of land, in each of the counties or parishes, of said 
states and territories, in trust for said counties or parishes, respectively, 
for the establishment of seats of justice therein: Provided, The pro-
ceeds of the sale of each of said quarter sections shall be appropriated 
for the purpose of erecting public buildings in the county or parish for 
which it is located, after deducting therefrom the amount originally paid 
for the same: And provided, further, That the seat of justice for said 
counties or parishes, respectively, shall be fixed previously to a sale of 
the adjoining lands within the county or parish for which the same is 
located.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of such acts, here-
tofore passed, granting to states rights of pre-emption, for county or parish 
purposes, as require said seats of justice to be continued at or near the 
centre of each of said counties or parishes, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed.

Approved , May 26, 1824.

Cha p. CLXX.—An Act to alter the judicial districts of Pennsylvania, and for 
other purposes, (a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following counties in 
the state of Pennsylvania shall cease to be a part of the eastern judicial 
district of Pennsylvania, and shall be added to, and form a part of, the west-
ern district; that is to say: Susquehanna, Bradford, Tioga, Union, Nor-
thumberland, Columbia, Luzerne, and Lycoming: and that, besides the 
terms of the district court directed by law to be held at Pittsburg, for the 
western district, the judge of the said western district shall hold two 
terms in every year, at William’s Port, in the county of Lycoming,which 
shall commence on the first Mondays of the months of June and Octo-
ber, in each and every year, beginning in October next, and be continued 
and adjourned from time to time, as the court may deem expedient 
for the despatch of the business thereof.

Approv ed , May 26, 1824.

Cha p. CLXXI.—An Act to establish an additional land office in the state of 
Missouri.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That so much of the public 
lands of the United States included in the present district of St. Louis, 
in the state of Missouri,as lies within the following boundaries, to wit: 
Beginning on the Mississippi river, between townships numbered forty-
eight and forty-nine, thence west to the range fine between ranges ten 
and eleven ; thence north to the township line between townships num-
bered fifty-two and fifty-three; thence west to the range line between

(a) See notes to the act of May 15, 1820, ch. 111.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-04-09T16:22:14-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




