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Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the seventh 
section of the act of Congress, of the third of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three, entitled “ An act amending and supple-
mentary to the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide for the survey and dispo-
sal of the public lands in Florida,’ ” as prevents the appointment of a 
surveyor for Florida, until the commissioners shall have decided and re-
ported on the private claims in said territory, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed; and the eastern and western land districts in said territory shall 
be divided and separated by the Suwaney river, and not by the ancient 
line of division between the provinces of East and West Florida, as pre-
scribed by the eighth section of the act aforesaid.

Appro ved , May 24, 1824.
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Cha p. CXXXVIII.—An Act supplementary to an act, approved on the third day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, entitled “ An act providing 
for the correction of errors in making entries of land at the land offices.'1'’

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That where any mistake, in 
relation to the correct numbers of any tract of land, not exceeding in 
quantity one half section, may have been heretofore made by any pur-
chaser of the public lands of the United States at private sale, and where 
one or more payments shall have been made by the person making the 
entry, on any tract entered by mistake, and where such payment has not 
been forfeited, previously to the passing of this act, for a failure to com-
plete the payments on such tract; and where the purchaser or purchasers 
may not, in relation to said tract, have in any way taken advantage 
of the provisions of the act of the second of March, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-one, entitled “ An act for the relief of the purchasers of the 
public lands prior to the first day of July, eighteen hundred and twenty,” 
or of the act supplementary thereto, or the act continuing in force said 
supplementary act, and where the person or persons making the purchase 
has not, in any way, transferred his, her, or their, right to the certificate 
of purchase, or the tract so purchased, and where no patent shall have 
issued for the tract so erroneously purchased; and, also, in all cases of 
an entry hereafter made, of a tract of land not intended to be entered, by 
a mistake of the true numbers of the tract intended to be entered, where 
the tract, thus erroneously entered, does not, in quantity, exceed one half 
section ; and where the certificate of the original purchaser or purchasers 
has not been assigned, or the right of the original purchaser or purchasers 
in any way transferred, and where six months from the time the entry 
shall have been made, may not have elapsed, or the patent issued for the 
tract erroneously entered, the purchaser or purchasers, or, in case of his, 
her, or their death, the legal representatives, (not being assignees or 
transferees,) may, either in the cases of entry before or after the passing 
of this act, and in any case coming within its provisions, file his, her, or 
their own affidavit or affidavits, with such additional evidence as can be 
procured, showing the mistake of the numbers of the tract intended to 
be entered, and that every reasonable precaution and exertion had been 
used to avoid the error, with the register and receiver of the land district 
within which such tract of land is situated, who shall transmit the evi-
dence submitted to them in each case, together with their written opinion 
or opinions, both as to [the] existence of the mistake, and the credibility 
of each person testifying thereto, to the commissioner of the general land 
office, who, if he be entirely satisfied [that] the mistake has been made, 
and that every reasonable precaution and exertion had been made to 
avoid it, shall be authorized to change the entry, and transfer the pay-
ment from the tract erroneously entered, to that intended to be en-
tered, if unsold; but, if sold, to any other tract liable to entry: Pro-
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vided, That the oath of the person or persons interested shall, in no case, 
be deemed sufficient, in the absence of other corroborating testimony, to 
authorize any such change of entry: And provided, also, That nothing 
herein contained shall affect the right of third persons.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That either the register or re-
ceiver may administer all oaths to be made under the provisions of this 
act, and every person, knowingly, wilfully, and corruptly, swearing falsely, 
on any oath administered to him or her under the provisions of this act, 
shall, on indictment and conviction for such offence, before any court 
having competent jurisdiction to try the same, suffer the pains and pen-
alties of wilful and corrupt perjury.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That for every oath administered 
under the provisions of this act, the register and receiver shall be allowed 
the sum of twenty-five cents, and twenty-five cents for every hundred 
words of the evidence received and transmitted to the commissioner of 
the general land office, to be paid by the party making the application 
for a change of entry.

Approv ed , May 24, 1824.

Statute I.

May 24, 1824. Chap. CXXXIX.—An Act to improve the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, (a)

The President it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
authorized to States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the

(a) Appropriations to improve the Ohio, Missouri and Mississippi rivers:
Toward improving the navigation of the Missouri and Ohio rivers, act of May 23, 1828, ch. 73.
For continuing to improve the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, fifty thousand dollars, 

act of March 3, 1829, ch. 51.
For improving the navigation of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, fifty thousand dollars, act of April 

23, 1S30, ch. 72.
For improving the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, to be expended under the existing 

laws, fifty thousand dollars, act of March 2, 1831, ch. 58.
For improving the navigation of the Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi rivers, fifty thousand dollars, 

July 3, 1832, ch. 153.
For improving the navigation of the Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi rivers, fifty thousand dollars, 

March 2, 1833, ch. 69.
For improving the navigation of the Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi rivers, fifty thousand dollars, 

Jan. 28, 1834, ch. 103.
For improving the navigation of the Ohio river below the falls, and the Missouri, and Mississippi 

rivers, fifty thousand dollars, March 3, 1835, ch. 25.
For improving the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers from Louisville to New Orleans, 

sixty thousand dollars, July 2, 1836, ch. 259.
For improving the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from Pittsburg to New Orleans, 

under the act of second of March, 1831, seventeen thousand eight hundred dollars and four cents, 
July 1836, ch. 259.

For continuing the improvement of the Ohio river, between the falls and Pittsburg, sixty thousand dol-
lars, March 3, 1837, ch. 44.

For continuing the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from Louis-
ville to New Orleans, March, 1837, ch. 44.

For continuing the work for the removal of the obstructions to the navigation of the Mississippi river, 
at its mouth, two hundred and ten thousand dollars, March 3, 1837, ch. 44.

For continuing the improvement of the Mississippi river, above the mouth of the Ohio, and of the 
Missouri river, forty thousand dollars, March 3, 1837, ch. 44.

For improving the navigation of the Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi rivers, and to replace the steam 
snag-boat Archimedes, sunk in the Mississippi river, in November last, twenty-three thousand dollars, 
March 3, 1837, ch. 44.

For improving the Ohio river between the falls and Pittsburg, fifty thousand dollars, July 7, 1838, 
ch. 171.

For continuing the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from Louis-
ville to New Orleans, seventy thousand dollars, July 7, 1838, ch. 171.

For continuing the improvement of the Mississippi river, above the mouth of the Ohio and of the 
Missouri river, twenty thousand dollars, July 7, 1838, ch. 171.

For the continuation of improvements on the Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, and Arkansas rivers, one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, act of March 1, 1843, ch. 52.

For the improvement of the Ohio river, between Pittsburg and the Falls of Louisville, one hundred 
thousand dollars, June 11, 1844, ch. 44.

For the improvement of the Ohio river, below the falls of Louisville, and of the Mississippi, Mis-
souri, and Arkansas rivers, one hundred and eighty thousand dollars, June 11, 1844, ch. 44.
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