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CHAP. 170.—An Act Making appropriations for the payment of invalid and other 
pensions of the United States for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and eighteen, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums are 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the payment of pensions for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, and for other pur-
poses, namely:

Army and Navy pensions, as follows: For invalids, widows, minor 
children, and dependent relatives, Army nurses, and all other pen-
sioners who are now borne on the rolls, or who may hereafter be 
placed thereon, under the provisions of any and all Acts of Congress, 
8160,000,000: Provided, That the appropriation aforesaid for Navy 
pensions shall be paid from the income of the Navy pension fund, so 
far as the same shall be sufficient for that purpose: Provided further, 
That the amount expended under each of the above items shall be 
accounted for separately.

For fees and expenses of examining surgeons, pensions, for services 
rendered within the fiscal year nineteen hundred and eighteen, 
$60,000: Provided, That hereafter the fee for each examination made 
at the claimant’s residence by an examining surgeon of the Bureau of 
Pensions for use in a pension claim shall be $4 and in lieu of actual 
traveling expenses there shall be paid 10 cents per mile for the distance 
actually traveled each way, but not exceeding the distance by the 
most direct route between the surgeon’s office and the claimant’s 
home.

Approved, March 3, 1917.

CHAP. 171.—An Act To provide a temporary government for the West Indian 
Islands acquired by the United States from Denmark by the convention entered into 
between said countries on the fourth day of August, nineteen hundred and sixteen, 
and ratified by the Senate of the United States on the seventh day of September, 
nineteen hundred and sixteen, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa tives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That, except as hereinafter 
provided, all military, civil, and judicial powers necessary to govern 
the West Indian Islands acquired from Denmark shall be vested in a 
governor and in such person or persons as the President may appoint, 
and shall be exercised in such manner as the President shall direct 
until Congress shall provide for the government of said islands: 
Provided, That the President may assign an officer of the Army or 
Navy to serve as such governor and perform the duties appertaining 
to said office: And provided further, That the governor of the said 
islands shall be appointed by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate: And provided further, That the compensation of all persons 
appointed under this Act shall be fixed by the President.

Sec . 2. That until Congress shall otherwise provide, in so far as 
compatible with the changed sovereignty and not in conflict with the 
provisions of this Act, the laws regulating elections and the electoral 
franchise as set forth in the code of laws published at Amalienborg 
the sixth day of April, nineteen hundred and six, and the other local 
laws, in force and effect in said islands on the seventeenth day of 
January, nineteen hundred and seventeen, shall remain in force and 
effect in said islands, and the same shall be administered by the civil 
officials and through the local judicial tribunals established in said 
islands, respectively; and the orders, judgments, and decrees of said 
judicial tribunals shall be duly enforced. With the approval of the 
President, or under such rules and regulations as the President may
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