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addressed to naval vessels, to make proper delivery of such mail, to 
receive matter for transmission in the mails, to receipt for registered 
matter (keeping an accurate record thereof), to keep and have for sale 
an adequate supply of postage stamps, to make up and dispatch mails, 
and other postal duties as may be authorized by the Postmaster-Gen-
eral, all in accordance with such rules and regulations as may be pre-
scribed by the commanding officer of the vessel or of the squadron to 
which the vessel is attached. Each mail clerk and assistant mail clerk 
shall take the oath of office prescribed for employees of the postal 
service and shall give bond to the United States in the sum of one 
thousand dollars for the faithful performance of his duties as such 
clerk, and shall be amenable in all respects to naval discipline, except 
that, as to their duties as such clerks, the commanding officers of the 
vessels upon which they are stationed shall require them to be gov-
erned by the postal laws and regulations of the United States. When-
ever necessity arises therefor any assistant mail clerk may be required 
by the commanding officer of the vessel upon which he is stationed or 
of the squadron to which said vessel is attached to perform the duties 
of mail clerk. They shall receive as compensation for such services 
from the Navy Department, in addition to that paid them of the grade 
to which they are assigned, such sum in the case of mail clerks not to 
exceed five hundred dollars per annum, and in that of assistant mail 
clerks not to exceed three hundred dollars per annum, as may be 
determined and allowed by the Navy Department.

That hereafter the Postmaster-General shall each year prepare and 
submit in his annual report to Congress estimates of the revenue and 
expenditures in the postal service for the fiscal year current, and also 
for the fiscal year next ensuing at the time said report is submitted, 
together with a statement of the receipts and expenditures for the 
preceding completed fiscal year.

That if the revenues of the Post-Office Department shall be insuffi-
cient to meet the appropriations made by this Act, a sum equal to 
such deficiency of the revenue of said Department is hereby appro-
priated, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to supply said deficiencies in the revenues for the Post- 
Office Department for the year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and nine, and the sum needed may be advanced to the Post-Office 
Department upon requisition of the Postmaster-General.

That no part of the appropriations herein made shall be used to pay 
for the carrying in the mails any malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors, or 
intoxicating liquors of any kind, or any cocaine or derivative thereof.

Approved, May 27, 1908.

CHAP. 208. An Act Making appropriations for the payment of invalid and other 
pensions of the United States for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and nine, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment of pensions for the 
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and nine, and for 
other purposes, namely:

For army and navy pensions, as follows: For invalids, widows, minor 
children, and dependent relatives, army nurses, and all other pension-
ers who are now borne on the rolls, or who may hereafter be placed 
thereon, under the provisions of any and all Acts of Congress, one 
hundred and sixty-two million dollars: Provided, That the appropria-
tion aforesaid for navy pensions shall be paid from the income of the 
navy pension fund, so far as the same shall be sufficient for that pur-
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pose: Provided further, That the amount expended under each of the 
above items shall be accounted for separately: And provided further, 
That from and after the passage of this Act all pensioners who may be 
inmates of any soldiers’ and sailors’ home, or other institution main-
tained by any State for the benefit of dependent or other disabled vol-
unteer soldiers, shall have their respective pensions paid to them 
directly instead of to the treasurer or other officer of the home or 
institution at which they may be respectively located.

For fees and expenses of examining surgeons, pensions, for services 
rendered within the fiscal year nineteen hundred and nine, five hun-
dred thousand dollars. And hereafter each member of each examining 
board shall receive the sum of three dollars for the examination of each 
applicant whenever five or a less number shall be examined on any one 
day and one dollar for the examination of each additional applicant on 
such day: Provided, That if twenty or more applicants appear on one 
day no fewer than twenty shall, if practicable, be examined on said 
day, and that if fewer examinations be then made, twenty or more 
having appeared, then there shall be paid for the first examinations 
made on the next examination day the fee of one dollar only until 
twenty examinations shall have been made, and the fee shall be three 
dollars when the examination is made by one surgeon, and the fee for 
each examination at the claimant’s residence provided his residence is 
outside of the corporate limits of the place of the regular meeting of the 
examining board or of the place of residence of the surgeon, making the 
examination shall be five dollars in addition to the payment of the actual 
traveling expenses of the surgeon: Providedfurther, That no fee shall be 
paid to any member of an examining board unless personally present and 
assisting in the examination of applicant: And provided further, That 
the report of such examining surgeons shall specifically state the rating 
which in their judgment the applicant is entitled to, and the report of 
such examining surgeons shall specifically and accurately set forth the 
physical condition of the applicant, each and every existing disability 
being fully and carefully described. The reports of the special exam-
iners of the Bureau of Pensions shall be open to inspection and copy 
by the applicant or his attorney, under such rules and regulations as 
the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe: And provided further, 
That hereafter no pension attorney, claim agent, or other person shall 
be entitled to receive any compensation for services rendered in secur-
ing the introduction of a bill or the passage thereof through Congress 
granting pension or increase of pension, and any person who shall, 
directly or indirectly, contract for, demand, receive, or retain any 
compensation for such services shall be deemed guilty of an offense, 
and upon conviction thereof shall, for each and every such offense,.be 
fined not exceeding five hundred dollars or imprisoned not exceeding 
two years, or both, in the discretion of the court.

For salaries of agents for the payment of pensions, at four thousand 
dollars each, seventy-two thousand dollars or so much thereof as may 
be necessary.

For clerk hire and other services, in the pension agencies, four 
hundred and ten thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be neces-
sary: Provided, That the amount of clerk hire, and other services, for 
each agency, shall be apportioned as nearly as practicable in proportion 
to the number of pensioners paid at each agency and the salaries paid 
shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior.

For rent, New York agency, four thousand five hundred dollars or 
so much thereof as may be necessary.

For examination and inspection of pension agencies, as provided by 
the final provision of the Act of August eighth, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-two, amending section forty-seven hundred and sixty-six, 
Revised Statutes, one thousand five hundred dollars.
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For stationery and other necessary expenses, sixty-five thousand 
dollars: Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior shall furnish free 
to all pensioners franked or penalty envelopes, properly addressed, 
to be used by said pensioners only for the return of their pension 
vouchers.

Approved, May 28, 1908.

CHAP. 209.—An Act To regulate the employment of child labor in the District 
of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That no child under 
fourteen years of age shall be employed or permitted to work in the 
District of Columbia in any factory, workshop, mercantile establish-
ment, store, business office, telegraph or telephone office, restaurant, 
hotel, apartment house, club, theater, bowling alley, laundry, boot- 
black stand, or in the distribution or transmission of merchandise or 
messages. No such child shall be employed in any work performed 
for wages or other compensation, to whomsoever payable, during the 
hours when the public schools of the District of Columbia are in ses-
sion, nor before the hour of six o’clock in the morning or after the 
hour of seven o’clock in the evening: Provided, That the provisions 
of this section shall not apply to children employed in the service of 
the Senate: And provided further, That the judge of the juvenile 
court of said District may, upon the application of the parent, guar-
dian, or next friend of said child, issue a permit for the employment of 
any child between the ages of twelve and fourteen years at any occu-
pation or employment not in his judgment dangerous or injurious to 
the health or morals of such child, upon evidence satisfactory to him 
that the labor of such child is necessary for its support, or for the 
assistance of a disabled, ill, or invalid father or mother, or for the 
support in whole or in part of a younger brother or sister or a 
widowed mother. Such permits shall be issued for a definite time, 
but they shall be revocable at the discretion of the judge by whom 
they are issued or by his successor in office. Hearings for granting 
and revoking permits shall be held upon such notice and under such 
rules and regulations as the judge of said court shall prescribe.

Sec . 2. That no child under sixteen years of age shall be employed 
or permitted to work in the District of Columbia in any of the estab-
lishments named in section one, unless the person or corporation 
employing him procures and keeps on file and accessible to the inspect-
ors authorized by this Act and the truant officers of the District of 
Columbia an age and schooling certificate, and keeps two complete 
lists of all such children employed therein, one on file and one con-
spicuously posted near the principal entrance of the building in which 
such children are employed.

Sec . 3. That an age and schooling certificate shall be approved only 
by the superintendent of public schools, or by a person authorized by 
him in writing, who shall have authority to administer the oath pro-
vided for therein, but no fee shall be charged therefor.

Sec . 4. That no age and schooling certificate shall be approved unless 
satisfactory evidence is furnished by duly attested transcript of the 
certificate of birth or baptism of such child, .or other religious record, 
or the register of birth or the affidavit of the parent or guardian or 
custodian of a child, which affidavit shall be required, however, only 
in case such last-mentioned transcript of the certificate of birth be not 
procured and filed, showing the place and date of birth of such child, 
which affidavit must be taken before the officer issuing the employment 
certificate, who is hereby authorized and required to administer such 
oath, and who shall not demand or receive a fee therefor.
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