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Sec . 3. That the Government of the United States reserves the 
right, at any time that the improvement of the navigation of Bear 
River demands it, to construct, maintain, and operate, in connection 
with any dam or other works built under the provisions of this Act, 
suitable lock or locks or any other structures for navigation purposes, 
and at all times to control such dam or dams or other structures, and 
the level of the pool caused by such dam or dams, to such an extent 
as maybe necessary to provide facilities for navigation; and whenever 
Congress shall authorize the construction of such lock or other struc-
tures, the person, company, or corporation owning and controlling 
such dam or dams or other structures shall convey to the United States, 
under such terms as Congress shall prescribe, titles to such land as 
may be required for the use of such lock and approaches, and in addi-
tion thereto shall grant to the United States, free of cost, the free use 
of water power for building and operating such constructions: Pro-
vided, also, That the person, company, or corporation building, main-
taining, or operating any dam or dams or other structures under the 
provisions of this Act shall be liable for any damage that may be 
inflicted thereby upon private property, either by overflow or other-
wise, and the nearest State or Federal court shall have jurisdiction to 
hear suits to determine the amount of compensation for alleged damage. 
The person, company, or corporation owning or operating any such 
dam shall maintain, at their own expense, such lights and other signals 
thereon and such fishways as the Secretary of Commerce and Labor 
shall prescribe.

Sec . 4. That all the rights acquired under this Act shall cease and 
be determined if the person, company, or corporation acquiring such 
right shall at any time fail to comply with any of the provisions or 
requirements of this Act, or with any of the stipulations that may be 
prescribed by the Chief of Engineers and the Secretary of War, or in 
case a person, company, or corporation authorized by the laws of the 
State of Mississippi to erect and. maintain a dam and improvements as 
contemplated by this Act shall fail to begin the erection of said dam 
and improvements within one year after being so authorized and shall 
fail to complete the same within three years after obtaining such 
authority.

Sec . 5. That the provisions of this Act shall in no manner interfere 
with or impair the rights of any person, company, or corporation 
heretofore authorized by Congress to erect a dam or other structures 
for the development of water power on the Tennessee River.

Sec . 6. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is expressly 
reserved.
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Approved, April 23, 1906.

CHAP. 1661.—An Act Making an appropriation for the improvement of the 
mouth of the Columbia River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in, Congress assembled, That the sum of four hun-
dred thousand dollars be, and is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be imme-
diately available, and to be expended under the direction of the Sec-
retary of War and the supervision of the Chief of Engineers, for con-
tinuing the improvement at the mouth of the Columbia River, Oregon 
and Washington, in accordance with the existing project.

Approved, April 23, 1906.

April 23, 1906.
[H. R. 17987.0
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